j 

i 

I 


\T^%  CbUSCIToN 


■,»vV 


¥ 

' 


\4^'- 


s- . 


* 


*Jdr7 

,»  ,/j  ' 

\ 


* • 

^ .. 


j 


s»^ 


s> 


St 


% 


V . 


S' 


. - -a 


> 


I 


,l 


9 


“'i 

<9 


DhW 

Vd.  I 

r 


I 


■ j. 


Collectanea 


C H A P T E Fw  I. 

^tate  of  the  Brit'ifj  empire  at  the  conclifton  of  the  lajl  reign. — 

Threatened  invafion  of  Iceland. — Banding  of  Thurot  at  Car-^ 
rickfergus. — General  Sti  ode's  letter  on  that  occafton. — Captain 
Eslliods  account  of  Thurof  s defeat  at  fea. — Number  of  militia^ 
marched  agaiaf:  the  Frenrh  — 'nifurhance^  in  Dublin  in  con- 
feauence  of  an  apprehended  union  with  Great- Britain. — CJofe 
cf  the  fejfon  f 1760. — Lords-jufices  appointed. — Death  of 

King  Gesrge  II. — His  char  a El  er. Acceffzon  of  his  p^'efent 

mijefy. — His  marriage. — General  fate  of  affairs. — Earl  cf 
Halifax  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. — Opening  of  the 
feffion,  1761, 

At  the  termination  of  the  lafi:  reign,  the  government 
of  this  kingdom  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
who  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  Oclober, 
1759.  Great-Britain  had  been  for  fome  years  engaged  in  a 
continental  war,  in  which  fhe  eventually  proved  fuccefsful, 
under  the  prudent  adminiftration  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Pitt, 
(afterwards  lord  Chatham  : ) — a man  whofe  virtue  and  abi- 
lities raifed  the  Britifh  empire  to  the  zenith  of  it’s  glory. — 
The  public  mind  however  was  about  this  time  agitated,  by 
the  apprehenfion  of  a French  invafion  : and  during  the  feU 
lions  of  1759  and  1760,  jneafures  were  taken  to  put  the 
VoL.  I,  B kingdom 
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kingdom  in  the  beft  ftate  of  defence, — to  augment  it^’s  rpili- 
tary  force, — to  repair  the  dififerent  barracks,  forts  and  gar- 
rifons, — and  likevvife  to  fupport  public  credit,  which  had  na- 
turally been  afFe£ied  by  the  cifcumftances  of  the  times. 

On  the  29th  of  Off.  1759,  following  meffage  from 
the  lord  lieutenant  was  communicated  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. 

“ Gejitlemm^^ 

Mr.  fecretary  Pitt  having,  by  his  majefty^s  exprefs  com- 
mands, acquainted  me  by  his  letter,  which  I received  on 
Priday  the  19th  indant,  that  it  appears  by  repeated  moll:  au- 
thentic  intelligences  that  France,  fair  from  defifting  from  the 
plan  of  invafion,  on  account  of  the  difafter  happened  to 
her  Toulon  fquadron,  is  rather  more  and  more  confirmed 
therein,  and  even  infligated  by  defpair  itfelf,  to  attempt  at 
all  hazards,  the  only  refource  flie  feems  to  think  left  her, 
for  breaking,  by  fuch  a diverfion  given  us  at  home,  the  mea- 
fures  of  England  abroad,  in  profecution  of  a war  which  hither- 
to, by  the  blefling  of  God  on  his  majefty’s  arms,  opens  in 
all  parts  of  the  world  fo  unfavourable  a profpedl  to  the  views 
of  France  *,  and  Mr.  fecretary  Pitt  having  added,  on  this  fub- 
jefl,  that  there  is  a ftrong  probability,  in  cafe  the  body  of  the 
troops,  confifting  of  18,000  men,  under  the  command  of 
the  Due  De^  Aiguil Ion y affembled  at  Vannes,  where  more  than 
fufficient  tranfports  for  that  number  are  aiHiually  prepared, 
and  ready  to  receive  them  on  board,  fhould,  (as  the  feafon 
of  the  year  is  growing  lefs  favourable  for  cruifing)  be  able  to 
elude  his  majefly's  fquadrons,  Ireland  will  not  fail  to  be  one 
of  their  objedls.” 

« I think  it  incumbent  on  me,  in  a matter  of  fuch  high 
importance  to  the  welfare  of  Ireland^  to  lay  this  intelligence 
before  you.  His  majefty  will  not  make  any  doubt,  but  that 
the  zeal  of  his  faithful  Proteftant  fubje<?ts  in  this  kingdom 
will  have  been  already  fufficiently  quickened,  by  the  repeat- 
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cd  accounts  which  have  been  received,  of  the  dangerous  de- 
flgns  of  the  enemy  ; and  of  their  aclual  preparations  in  con- 
fequence,  made  at  a vaft  expence,  in  order  to  invade  the  fe- 
veral  parts  of  his  majefty’s  dominions  : And  I have  his  ma- 
jefty’s  commands,  to  ufe  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  animate 
and  excite  his  loyal  people  of  Ireland  to  exert  their  well- 
known  zeal  and  fpirit,  in  fupport  of  his  majefty’s  govern- 
ment, and  in  defence  of  all  that  is  moft  dear  to  them,  by  a 
timely  preparation  to  rehft  and  fruftrate  any  attempts  to  dif- 
turb  the  quiet,  and  fliake  the  fecurity  of  this  kingdom.” 

I do  therefore,  in  the  (Irongeft  manner,  recommend  it 
to  you,  to  manifeft,  upon  this  occafion,  that  zeal  for  the 
prefent  happy  eftablifhment,  and  that  afreflicn  for  his  ma- 
jedy^s  perfon  and  government,  by  which  this  parliament, 
and  this  kingdom,  have  been  fo  often  diftinguiihed.” 

Fortunately,  this  dreaded  invafion  did  not  take  place  : 
the  people  of  Ireland  neverthelefs,  gave  evident  proofs  of 
their  loyalty,  and  attachment  to  their  fovereign  on  this  oc- 
cahon.  One  circumftance  however,  created  a temporary  al- 
arm ; — a fmall  body  of  French  troops,  (not  exceeding  looo) 
under  the  command  of  M.  Thurot,  landed  at  Kilroot,  near 
Carrickfergus  on  the  22nd.  Feb.  1760;  they  had  not  imme- 
diately any  hoftile  intention,  but  were  driven  here,  by  feve- 
rity  of  weather,  in  great  difrrefs  and  want  of  provihons. — • 
M.  Thurot  had  left  Dunkirk  in  the  month  of  Odfober  pre- 
ceding, with  a fquadron  conOftiiig  of  the  Belleifle,  50  guns, 
— Begon,  40— La  Bland,  30 — Terpfichore,  20— and  Ama- 
rand,  18. — His  feamen  were  few  and  very  bad,  his  troops 
when  at  Dunkirk  amounted  only  to  about  1500,  and  during 
his  Bay  in  Dunkirk-road  they  were  fo  fiickly  that  fcarce  a day 
palTed  but  fome  were  landed,  and  for  want  of  hofpitals  were 
obliged  to  lie  in  the  open  Change  of  Dunkirk  ; they  were 
confequently  much  reduced  in  number,  wLen  he  arrived  in 
Ireland, 
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The  kingdom  was  in  general  much  alarmed  at  this  event  i-' 
fome  depredations  were,  as  ul'ual  in  fuch  cafes,  committed  by 
the  enemy,  againlf  whom  forces  were  immediately  brought' 
forw’ard  trom  ddferent  parts  of  the  country.  'The  following 
official  letter  received  by  the  then  lord  lieutenant,  from  ma- 
jor general  Strode  who  commanded  atBelfaft,  dated  23  Feb; 
176c,  gives  an  authentic  account  of  what  occurred.  (^) 

“ Information  of  Ben.  Kail,  lieut  ard  adjutant  to  mf 
regiment,  who  this  moment  arrived  here,  on  his  parade, 
from  Carrickfergu-,  in  order  to  get  provilions  for'  the  offi- 
cers and  Ibldiers  of  my  regiment  there,  fay^,  that  on  the 
2irr.  inh.  three  fliips  appeared  off  the  ifle  of  Magee,  ftand-^ 
ing  in  fficre,  for  the  bay  of  Carrickfergus  ; and  at  eleven 
o’clock  came  to  an  anchor,  about  two  miles  and  a- half  to  the 
N.  E.  part  of  the  Caftle,  and  within  mufket  (hot  of  the 
fhore  at  Ki'root-point.  At  this  time  the  fmall  nun  ber  of 
troops  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  were  at  exercife,  about  half 
s'  mile  on  the  road  to  Beifaft  ; and  at  a quarter  after  eleven 
o’clock,  the  guard  was  turned  out,  made  up,  and  marched 
off,  to  relieve  that  on  the  French  prifoners  in  the  cafile  : 
the  reft  of  the  men  continued  in  the  field  of  exercife,  where 
an  account  was  foon  brought,  that  the  three  flijps  juft  come 
to  anchor  had  taken  and  detained  two  fifli'.rg  boats,  and 
with  them  and  feveral  others  were  plying  on  and  off  be- 
tween the  fhore  and  the  fhips  : on  which  immediate  orders 
were  fent  to  the  caftle  for  both  guards  to  continue  under 
arms  and  double  the  centinels  on  the  French  prifoners ; and 
be  particular!  > fir:(S;  and  w^atchfui  over  them,  ’till  they  could“ 
be  i tisfed  waether  they  were  friends  or  enemies  ; thougli 
at  fame  time,  a ftrong  report  prevailed  with  fome,  that  it 
was  an  Engliffi  frigate  and  two  fiore  fliips : but  to  be  con- 
vinced what  they  were,  after  the  troops  had  affembled  in 
the  market-place,  lieutenant  Hall  went  off  with  a reconoi- 

tering 
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t'erlng  party,  and  took  poft  on  a rifing  ground,  where 
could  plainly  perceive  eight  boats  landing  armed  men  ; and 
that  they  drew  out  in  detachments,  and  took  poft  on  the 
dykes,  hedges,-  and  alt  the  riling  ground- , from  whence 
they  could  have  the  moft  extenfive  views  : upon  which  he 
gave  the  necefTary  orders  his  non-commiflion  officers  and 
men,  to  have  a watchful  eye  of  their  approaches,  and  to  take 
particular  care  that  they  did  not  get  round  them,-  by  goin^ 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  undifeovered  : in  order  to  prevent 
vhich  he  pofted  them  himfelf,  and  told  them  as  foon  as  ever 
their  advanced  guard  came  within  (hot,  to  fire  upon  them, 
and  continue  fo  to  do,  until  they  repulfed  them ; or,  if  ne- 
ceffiary  to  retreat,  he  likewife  pointed  that  our  to  them,  with 
orders  to  take  every  opportunity  or  advantage  of  the  ground, 
in  their  retreat,  to  retard  the  enemy’s  approach  : and  to  be 
fure  to  keep  up  a communication  with  the  town  as  much  as 
poffible  *,  and,  on  this  he  imraedi^^tely  went  to  the  town  and 
acquainted  licut-col.  Jennings,  where  he  met  him  with  the 
troops  on  the  parade,  who  immediately  ordered  detach- 
ments to  be  made  to  defend  the  gates  of  the  town,  and  all 
the  avenues  leading  thereto  ; foon  after  which  the  recon- 
noitering  party  retired,  after  having  fpeiu  ail  their  ammuni- 
tion : during  which  time  the  lieut-col.  and  chief  magiflrate  of 
the  town,  fent  off  the  ffieriff  and  Mr.  Mackiewain  (who  is 
captain  of  the  militia  of  the  corppration)  with  orders  to  take 
off  the  French  prifoners  of  war,  and  convey  them  with  all 
fpeed  to  Belfad,  where  they  were  to  receive  further  orders 
from  me,  By  this  time  the  enemy  w’ere  in  full  march  for  the 
town,  whjch  he  computed  to  be  near  i,coo  men  ; and  two 
or  three  ftraggling  huffars,  on  horfes  they  had  pick’d  up  after 
landing,  attempted  to  enter  the  gaies,  but  on  the  firft  fire, 
retired,  but  were  foon  fupported  oy  parties  of  foot,  who  at- 
tacked both  the  north  and  fcotch  gates as  alfo  the  garden 
walls  of  lord  Donegal ; but  were  repulfed  alfo,  and  kept  back 
as  long  as  the  men  had  ammunition.  On  which  col  Jen- 
nings ordered  the  whole  to  retire  to  the  caflie  which  he 
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had  fufficient  time  to  do,  as  now  the  enemy  was  a little 
checked  from  our  fire  : and  would  have  been  more  fo,  if  the 
men  had  ammunition.  Before  the  pates  of  the  caftle  were 

P 

Biut,  they  made  their  appearance  in  the  market-place  ; and 
then  it  was  in  his  opinion  the  deftrucSlion  of  the  enemy  would 
have  commenced,  had  it  not  been  for  the  flill  dreadful  want 
of  ammunition,  not-wiihftanding  the  fupply  of  powder  they 
had  received  a few  days  before  by  my  order,  from  Belfaff, 
but  were  in  want  of  ball,  and  even  time,  if  they  had  that, 
to  make  them  up : from  which  the  enemy  finding  our  fire 
fb  cool,  attacked  the  gates  fword  in  hand,  which  from  the 
battering  of  the  fhot  on  both  fides,  the  bolts  were  knocked 
back  and  the  gates  opened,  and  the  enemy  marched  in  : but 
lieut-col.  Jennings,  lord  Wallingford,  captain  Bland,  lieut,  ~ 
Ellis,  with  feme  gentlemen,  and  about  50  men,  repulfed  the 
enemy  and  beat  them  back.  Here  it  was  he  faw  great  refo- 
luticn  in  a few  Irifli  boys,  who  defended  the  gate  after  it 
was  opened,  with  their  bayonets  ;•  and  thofe  from  the  Half- 
moon, after  their  ammunition  was  gone,  threw  ffones  and 
fticks.  Had  this  attack  of  the  enemy  been  fupported  with 
any  degree  of  courage,  they  muff  certainly  have  fucceeded 
in  it,  but  they  retired  back  under  cover,  leaving  the  gates 
open,  with  our  men  in  the  front  of  it ; which  gave  them  a 
fhort  time  to  confider  what  was  the  heft  to  be  done  : firh,  to 
fee  the  men’s  ammunition,  who  if  they  had  any,  would  have 
certainly  fallied,  and  even  without  it,  had  npt  col.  Jenning-s 
and  all  the  oflicers  thought  the  enlerprize  too  hazardous. — 
Then  they  conlidered  if  the  gate  could  be  defended  : the 
breach  in  the  caftle  wall,  could  not  *,  it  being  near  50  feet 
long  ; and  having  but  a fiiort  time  to  deliberate,  all  agreed 
a parley  fhould  be  beat,  and  lieut.  Hall  lent  to  know  on  what 
terms  they  might  furrender  j which  was  done  accordingly, 
and  on  his  going  out,  found  the  greateft  part  of  the  enemy 
under  (belter  of  the  old  walls  and  heufes  before  the  caftle 
gate  *,  and  after  the  ufual  ceremony,  demanded  of  the  com- 
mandant {the  general  being  wounded)  what  terms  would  be 
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given  to  the  troops  on  their  furrender  j and  at  the  fame  time 
fent  the  drum  to  call  cpl.  Jennings  out  ,of  the  caftle,  in  or- 
der to  treat  with  the  French  commandant  on  the  articles  of 
capitulation,  which  he  fays  as  well  as  he  can  remember  were 
as  follows,’^  viz. 

Col.  Jennings  demanded  that  the  troops  fliould  march  out 
with  all  the  honours  of  w’ar,  and  the  officers  to  be  on. 
their  parole  in  Ireland^  and  that  an  equal  number  of 
prifoners  jfhould  be  fent  to  France  y/Ithin  one  month,  or 
as  foon  after  as  ffiips  could  begot  ready  for  that  parpofe. 

Granted^ 

That  the  caftle  of  Carrickfergus  fhould  not  be  demo- 
lifhed^  or  any  ;of 'the  ftores  deftroyed  pr  taken  mut  of  it. — ^ 

Gr  anted » 

^ That  the  town  and  county  of  Carrickfergus  ftiould  not  be 
plundered  or  burnt,  on  condition  the  mayor  and  corpora- 
tion furnifhed  the  French  Jroops  with  neceftary  provi- 
Sons. • ‘ Granied,^^^ 

This  as  well  as  he  can  remember,  was  the  verbal  arti- 
cles agreed  on,  though  on  writing  them  the  French  com- 
mandant, after  confulting  his  principal  officers,  declared  he 
could  not  by  any  means  anfwer  to  his  mafter  the  French 
king  for  granting  to  his  Britannic  majefty  the  Ifores  in  the 
caftle,  which  he  inftfted  upon  : and  col.  Jennings,  to  his 
great  grief,  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  refufe,  declaring  fo- 
lemnly,  at  the  fame  time  with  a grave  countenance,  that  he 
would  rather  have  been  buried  in  the  ruins.  To  which  the 
French  commandant  replied  that  he  could  not  infert  it  in  the 
articles  of  capitulation,  yet  he  would  give  his  word  of  ho- 
nour, and  did  fo,  that  if  there  \vas  nothing  of  great  value 
in  the  caftle,  belonging  to  the  king,  belides  powder,  he 
would  not  touch  it : (which  there  really  was  not)  but  how 
far  he  will  keep  his  promife,  is  not  yet  known.  Like  wife 
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the  raeg'drates  of  Carrickfergus,  not  furnifhing  the  Trench 
with  neceffary  providons,  they  plundered  the  town,  declar- 
ing it  was  their  own  fault,  as  they  were  convinced  they  had  it 
in  their  power  to  fupply  them,  as  they  had  found  enough  in 
the  town  afterwards.” 

Mr.  Hall  further  informs  me  that  he  has  dlfcovered  by 
feme  of  the  French,  that  there  was  a di (agreement  betwixt 
their  general  and  capt.  Thurot,  the  general  being  for  the 
attack  of  Carrick,  and  Thurot  for  landing  at  the  \^/  hite- 
houfe  and  attacking  Belfaft.  Fie  like  wife  judges  the  frigates 
to  be  one  of  40  guns,  the  other  two  about  20  each.  Lieut. 
Hail  begs  leave  to  prefect  his  duty  to  your  grace,  and  hopes 
-^"our  grace  will  excufe  any  inaccurafy,  that  may  be  in  his 
defeription,  as  he  was  no  way  provided  with  any  papers,  and 
flaies  but  from  his  memory,  havingbeen  often  interrupted  by 
numbers  of  gentlemen  of  the  militia,  who  w'ere  cirowding  . 
perpetually  into  the  room  to  receive  orders.!’ 

I beg  leave  to  fubfcrlbe  myTelf, 
my  lord 

23  Feh,  1760.  Wm.  gTRODE.’; 

In  about  tvyo  days  after  tliefe  difpatches  were  received,  M. 
Thurot  thought  proper  to  draw  off  his  troops  ; he  left  the 
kingdom,  but  being  purfued  and  overtaken  by  fonie  Englilh 
veffcls,  an  engagement  took  place  in  which  the  unfortunate 
Thurot  lofi:  his  life.  Capt.  Elliot  of  the  ./Eolus,  In  a letter 
to  the  admiralty,  ffated  this  circumdance  as  follows  : “ On 
the  24th  ifr.  I received  information  at  Klnfale,  from  his  grace 
. the  lord  lieut.  of  Ireland^  that  there  were  three  fliips  of  the 
enemy’s  at  Carrickfergus ; the  fame  evening  I failed  with  his 
majefty’s  fhip  under  my  command,  together  with  the  Pallas 
t\nd  Brilliant,  in  queft  of  them.  I made  the  entrance  of 
t^parrlckfergus,  on  the  evening  of  the  26thg  but  could  not 
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get  in,  the  wind  being  contrary  and  very  bad  weather ; on, 
the  28th,  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  got  light  of  them,  and 
gave  chace  ; about  nine  I got  up  along-fide  of  their  com- 
modore (off  the  ifle  of  Man)  and  in  a few  minutes  after,  the 
adlion  became  general,  and  lafted  about  an  hour  and  an  half, 
when  they  all  three  ftruck  their  colours.  They  are  the 
Marfhal  Bellifle  of  44  guns  545  men,  including  troops, 
M.  Thurot  commander,  who  is  kill’d  ; the  la  Bland  of  3^ 
guns  and  400  men,  commanded  by  capt.  La  Kayce  *,  and  the 
Terplichorc  26  guns  and  300  men,  commanded  by  cap.  Def- 
raudais,  I put  into  this  road  to  repair  the  Ihips,  who  are  all 
much  difabled  in  their  mafts  and  rigging  : the  marfhal  Bell- 
^fle  in  particular,  who  loft  her  bolt-fprit,  mizen-maft,  and 
main-yard,  in  the  action  ; and  it  was  with  great  difticulty  we 
prevented  her  finking,  &c.  Incloled  is  an  account,  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  on  board  his  majefty’s  ftiips,  viz.  iEolus, 

4 killed,  15  wounded  : Pallas,  i killed  5 wounded : Brilliant, 

1 1 wounded.  N.  B.  I find  it  impofiible  to  afcertain  the 
pumber  of  the  enemy  killed  and  wounded,  but  by  the  befj: 
accounts  I can  get,  they  amount  to  about  300.” 

JOHN  ELLIOT, 

I)ated  2^  Feh,  17^0,  ‘ 

’ 'Rcwift'j  bay, 


In-  confequence  of  thefe  events,  it  was  refolved  by  tftc 
koufe  of  commons,  that  the  thanks  of  that  houfe  fhould 
be  given  to  lieut-col.  Jennings,  for  his  prudent  and  refolutc 
condu^f  at  Carrickfergus  ; and  for  the  gallant  ftand  he  made 
there  againft  a much  fuperior  force,  by  which  he  gained  time 
for  the  militia  to  affcmble,  and  preferved  Belfaft  from  being 
plundered.’^  It  was  alfo  refolved  “ that  the  zeal,  courage 
and  adlivity,  exerted  on  the  landing  of  the  French  in  this 
kingdom,  by  the  counties  of  Antrim,  Armagh,  and  Down, 
ind  by  the  citizens  of  the  City  of  Londonderry,  were 

highljr 
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highly  honourable  and  beneficial  to  themfelves,  and  their 
country.’*  The  inhabitants  of  Belfajl  prefented  Lieut.  Col. 
Higgin/ofty  of  the  did  regiment  of  foot,  with  a large  and 
elegant  filver  cup,  having  an’  invcrlption  expreflive  of  their 
gratitude  for  the  exertion  of  his  great  military  knowledge, 
vigilance  and  a^livity,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  town  of  Bel- 
faft,  on  the  landing  of  the  French  troops  at  Carrichfergus,  / 

The  like  compliment  was  paid  to  Col.  Jennings,  (a) 

During  this  fefllon  of  parliament,  (viz.  in  Sept.  1759) 
fome  difturbances  happened  in  Dublin  ; from  an  apprehen- 
fion  that  a legiflative  union  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain  was  iiUended  ; which  being  highly  difpleafing  to  the 
public,  a riotous  mob  aflembled  before  the  Parliament  houfe, 
infulted  and  threatened  feveral  of  the  members,  and  com- 
mitted different  acts  of  violence.  However,  the  meafure 
which  was  fo  much  dreaded,  remained  uneffecled  for  many 
years : and  the  bufinefs  of  the  feffions  being  concluded,  a 
prorogation  took  place  in  May  1760  ; whereupon,  the  lord 
Primate,  earl  of  Shannon,  and  the  right  hon.  John  Ponfonby 
were  appointed  lords  juftices  during  the  abfence  of  his  ex»* 
cellency  the  lord  lieutenant. 

On  25  Ocf.  1760,  his  late  majefty  Geo.  2nd.  died,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  77. — None  of  his  predeceiTors  on  the 

throne 


(a)  A lifl:  of  the  MilifU  that  marched  againfl  the  French,  on  this  occafion. 
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throne  of  England,  lived  to  fo  great  an  age;  and  few  of 
them  enjoyed  fo  long  a reign.  It  was  a reign  likewife  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  circumftances  of  peculiar  felicity;  whether 
v/e  confitler  his  public  or  private  chara<5ler  ; his  fubjedfs, 
(allowing  for  one  fhort,  and  as  It  were  a momentary  cloud) 
enjoyed  perpetual  peace  at  home;  and  abroad  on  many  oc- 
calions,  acquired  great  glory.  There  was  to  the  laft  years,  a 
confiderable  increafe  in  their  agriculture,  their  commerce 
and  their  manufactures  ; which  were  dally  improving  under 
the  internal  tranquillity  they  enjoyed,  and  the  prudent  regu- 
lations that  were  made  In  every  fefiion  of  his  parliaments. — • 
By  a wonderful  providence,  he  left  thefe  improvements  no 
way  checked,  but  rather  forwarded,  in  .one  of  the  mofb  ge- 
neral and  wafteful  wars,  that  had  raged  in  the  world  for  many 
centuries. — He  lived  almoft  entirely  to  extinguilh,  party  fpirit 
in  his  kingdoms  ; though  it  was  not  ’till  the  clofe  of  his 
reign,  that  his  family  might  have  been  confidered  as  firmly 
feated  on  the  throne  ; but  having  baffled  all  the  private 
machinations  of  his  enemies’  policy,  he  fubdued  at  length 
the  utmoft  effort  of  their  force  ; and,  (what  is  contrary  to 
the  fortune  of  mofl:  old  kings,)  he  never  poffeffed  more 
perfectly  the  love  of  his  fubjeCts,  than  in  the  laft  years  of 
his  life. — In  faCt  he  died  at  the  very  point  of  time,  when 
the  terror  of  his  arms,  the  power  of  his  kingdoms,  and  the 
wifdom  of  his  government,  were  raifed  to  almoft  as  high  a 
pitch,  as  they  could  pofiibly  have  arrived  at ; they  were 
indeed  at  that  height  of  profperity,  which  never  had  been 
exceeded  in  the  reign  of  the  moft  fortunate  of  his  prcde- 
ceffors.  ' 

“ His  parts”  (fays  a certain  writer)  “ were  not  lively  or 
brilliant ; but  the  whole  of  his  conduCt  demonftrated, 
that  he  had  a judgment  both  folid  and  comprehenfive. — 
He  underftood  the  interefts  of  the  other  fovereigns  of 
“ Europe  : and  was  particularly  fkilled  in  all  the  receffes  of  * 
that  political  labyrinth,  the  fjftem  of  Germany  : of  the 
‘ ‘ ...  liberties 
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liberties  of  which,  he  was  through  his  whole  life,  a mo(t' 
zealous  alTertor.  He  \V2S  in  his  temper,  fuciden  and  vio- 
lent  ; but  this  though  it  influenced  his  behaviour,  made 
no  Impreffion  on  Ids  conduct,  which  was  always  fuflici^tly 
deliberative  and  attentive  to  his  own  interefls,  and  thofe 
of  his  rubje(fls. — He  was  plain  and  direcl  in  his  intentions  ; 
true  to  his  word  *,  heady  in  his  favour  and  pn>Tc<rtion  of 
his  lervants,  and  never  changed  them  m illingly  *,  this  ap- 
peaied  clearly  in  thofe  who‘  ferved  more  immediatelv  on 
“ his  perfon,  whoni  he  fcarce  ever  removed  *,  but  they 
‘‘  grew  old  along  wuli  him,  a/id  died  in  their  employmenrs. 
But  having  been  in  feme  meafure  compered  by  a violent 
fadfion,  to  relinquifh  a minifter  for  whom  he  had  great 
“ affedlion,  and  in  whom  he  repofed  an  unlimited  confi- 
dence,  it  afterward  became  a matter  of  more  iodilFerence 
to  him,  by  w'hom  he  was  ferved  in  the  affairs  of  his  govern- 
ment. — He  was  merciful  in  his  di/pofidon  ; but  not  to 
fuch  a degree  as  in  any  fort  to  encourage  public  offences. 
**  As  he  had  never  been  able  to  attain  a perfe61  knowledge 
of  the  force  and  beauties  of  the  Eni-lifli  language,  he 
**  never  fhewed  a fufHcient  regard  to  Ergllfli  literature; 

and  this  muft  be  confidered  as  the  greatcllj  or  rather  the 
“ only  blemifh  in  his  reign.’*  (a) 

Kis  majeffy  w^as  fucceeded  in  the  throne  by  his  grandv 
fbn,  our  prefent  fovereign  Geo.  3d.  who  was  born  4 June 
1738,  and  is  (on  of  the  late  Frederick  prince  of  Wales, 
v^ho  died  20th  March  1751-  And  fhortly  after  his  acceilion, 

viz, 

\ — : — ..  » 

(a)  Notwithflandipg  this  remark,  tlie  powers  of  the  human  mind  were 
(as  SmvUet  obferves)  freely  and  fully  exerohd  in  this  reign.  Cnnfiderahle 
progrefs  was  made  in  Ma'htnnitics  and  ^!jhommy  by  divers  individuals.  Na~ 
tural  Fb'ilofo^hy  became  a general  fludy,  and  tlie  new  dodlrlne  o':  EleBridty 
grew  into  lalhion.  N'Jany  ingenious  treatlles  on  Metaphyjlcs  and  M.orality 
appeared;  AnaUm\  and  Surgery  were  improved  by  feveral  itfeful  difeoveries, 
Fxietry  was  not  negledled  ; and  the  Britilh  foil,  which  had  hitherto  beea 
barren  in  the  article  oi  Paintings  now  produced  fome  artifls  of  extraordi- 
^iry  meric. 
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Viiz.  Stli  Sept.  1761,  his  majcf^y  married  the  princefs 
Charlotte  of  Mecklenburg  lirelitz  (now  queen  of  Great 
I3ritain,  &c  ) Jkvho  was  born  1 0th.  May,  1744. 

No  monarch  ever  yet  afcended  the  throne  of  thefe  king- 
doms with  more  general  approbation,  than  our  reigning 
fovereign  ; he  received  from  all  parts  the  lincere  congra- 
tulations of  his  fubjecfcs  : and  amongfi:  other  public  ad- 
drefles  the  following  was  prefented,  which  we  felecl,  as 
coming  from  a body  of  people  who  feldoin  interfere  with 
political  matters,  and  containing  more  moral  fentiment, 
with  lefs  common' place  flattery,  than  is  ufual  upon  fuch 
occafions. 

To  Getrge  the  thirds  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  domU 
uions  thereunto  helongingh* 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  people  called  Quakers ; of 
' the  kingdom  of  Ireland^^ 

^ May  it  pleafe  the  king,” 

“ WE  thy  dutiful  and  faithful  fubje£rs,  being  deeply  Im« 
prefled  with  a fenfe  of  the  lofs  thefe  nations  have  fuftained 
“ by  the  hidden  and  unexpe<hed  removal  of  thy  royal  grand- 
“ father,  our  late  gracious  king,  beg  leave  to  condole  with 
thee  on  this  affecting  event.” 

His  mild  and  juff  government  rendered  him  dear  to  all 
his  faithful  fubje<fts : and  the  particular  indulgence  and  pro- 
teefion  we  have  enjoyed  in  the  free  exercife  of  our  religi- 
ous  duties,  have  left  on  our  minds  lafting  imprefllons  or 
‘‘  gratitude  and  refpedf  for  his  memory.” 

“ At  the  fame  time  permit  us  to  congratulate  thee  on  thy 
“ acceflion  to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms,  in  which -exalted 
“ ftation,  we  truft  in  tliat  God  by . whom  kings  reign,  that 
thofe  many  virtues  which  we  hear  adorn  thy  breait  (and 

“for 
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for  which  we  are  humbly  thankful  to  the  divine  glyer) 
will  ever  continue  to  animate  thy  condu£l  : and  thy  gra- 
cious  declaration  for  the  encouragement  of  piety,  and  fup- 
preffion  of  vice  and  immorality,  gives  us  juh  grounds  to 
« hope,  that  thy  reign  will  be  happy  to  thy  people,  and 
honourable  to  thyfelf.” 

Perfuaded  of  the  clemency  and  benevolence  of  thy  dif- 
««  polition,  and  confcious  of  our  own  fidelity  and  affe£tion 
to  thy  perfon  and  government,  we  are  embolden’d,  to  aUc, 
« and  alTured  of  thy  favourable  prote(ffion  ; a proteiSlion  we 
ftand  the  more  in  need  of,  as  fome  of  our  religious  tenets 
(of  the  truth  of  which  we  are  firmly  perfuaded)  expofc 
us  to  fufFerings  from  unreafonable  men. — Such  protedlion, 
« we  thankfully  acknowledge,  the  kind  acceptance  of  our 
peaceable  and  dutiful  demeanour  hath  procured  to  us, 
“ during  the  late  reigns  of  thy  royal  anceftors  ; and  it  is 
our  firm  refolution  (thro’  divine  affiflance)  to  merit  the 
continuance  thereof,  by  behaving  agreeable  to  our  chrifi. 
‘‘  tian  principles,  as  becomes  faithful  fubjedts.” 

We  offer  up  our  fervent  prayers  to  Almighty  God, 
that  he  may  endue  thee  with  wifdom,  to  rule  in  his  fear  ; 
that  in  thy  days  Righteoufnefs  may  exalt  the  nation  ; and 
that  thou  may  be  the  happy  inftrument  of  refforing  a 
“ permanent  peace ; that  his  protedfing  providence  may 
“ flileld  thee  from  every  danger,  preferve  thee  long  the 
beloved  fovereign  of  a happy  and  grateful  people  ; and 
“ perpetuate  their  happinefs  by.  continuing  the  crown  in  thy 
family  to  latefl:  pofterity.” 

“ Dublitiy  the  iph.  of  the  i ith.  month  ( called  Novem^ 
berj  1760.” 


The 
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The  following  addrels  was  alfo  prefepted  from  the  Ro- 
man  Catholics,  (a) 

“ To  the  hinges  moji  excellent  majejly»^  , 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  Roman  catholics  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,^' 

Moft  gracious  fovereign^”  I 

^‘We  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  faithful  fubjeci?, 
the  roman  catholics  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland^  beg  leave 
**  to  approach  your  majefty  with  this  humble  tender  of  our 
unfeigned  loyalty,  on  your  majefty’s  happy  acceftion  to  the 
throne  of  your  anceftors.’’ 

While  your  majefty’s  fubjeifts  of  all  denominations 
are  now  endeavouring  to  be  foremoft  in  the  exertion  of 
every  duty  towards  your  majefty^s  perfon  and  go'/ern- 
• “ ment ; and  while  ail  circumftances  of  affairs  at  home,  and 
abroad,  unite  for  the  prefent  happinefs  and  future  glory 
“ of  your  reign  ; permit  us  to  condole  with  your  majefty, 
and  pour  out  our  fincere  forrow  for  the  lofs  we  have  fuf- 
tained,  by  the  death  of  a monarch,  who  had  always  ap- 
proved  .himfelf  the  common  father  of  all  his  people  ; a 
lofs  the  more  fenftble  on  our  part,  as  the  repofe  we  have 
fo  long  enjoyed  proceeded  from  his  royal  clemency,  and 
the  mild  adminiftration  of  his  government  in  this  king- 
“ dom.” 

Ever  fince  the  accefiion  of  your  majefty’s  royal  houfe 
to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms,  we  have  in  a particular 
manner,  experienced  the  paternal  interpofttion  of  your  ii- 

luftrious 


(a)  This  Addrefs  is  inferted  to  fliew,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  were  at 
this  time  fenftble  of  the  lenity  they  had  for  many  years  experienced  in  Go- 
vernment ; and  it  may  be  remarked  on  the  whole  to  contain  three  things, 
viz;;  Strong  expreflions  of  Loyalty;  an  acknowledgment  of  former  in- 
dulgence ; and  a felicitation  of  future  favours. 
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« luftrious  predecefibrs.  We,  moft  gracious  fovercign,  who 
are  fo  unfortunately  diftinguifhed  from  the  reft  of  our  fel- 
<*  low  fubjecfts,  cannot  fubftft  without  a continuance  of  the 
royal  favcr  and  protection.”' 

Senfible  of  the  fame  hereditary  compaftion  in  your  ma- 
jeft^’s  breaft,  we  moft  humbly  hope  for  that  ftiare  in  the 
“ happinefs  of  your  reign,  which  our  peculiar  circumftances 
“ can  admit. — And  we  beg  leave  to  aflure  your  majefty 
of  our  grateful  and  conftant  return  of  affcCtion  and  loy- 
alty  ; a loyalty  which  our  conduCt  has  proved,  and  our 
religion  enforces  ; happy  ! might  it  entitle  us  to  exprefs  a 
“with,  that  of  all  yq,ur  majefty^s  dutiful  fubje<f‘-^of  this 
kingdom,  we  alone  may  not  be  left  incapable  of  promot- 
ing  the  general  welfare  and  profperity  of  it.” 

“ May  the  Almighty  fo  influence  and  direCt  your  majefty’s 
counfels,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  your  reign,  that  they 
“ may  be  ever  produClive  of  real  happinefs  to  all  your  peo- 
**  pie  ! and  may  that  reign'  be  as  memorable  for  its  duration 
and  felicity,  as  for  the  greatnefs  and  variety  of  thofe  blef- 
Cngs,  which  we  have  already  fo  much  reafon  to  expect 
“ from  it  ” 

With  refpeCl  to~-vhe  general  ftate  of  Ireland  at  this  period, 
“it  appears  from  the  public  accounts,  that  at  lady  day  1759, 
the  nation  was  in  credit  Z. 65, 7 74-4  if,  however  the  arrears 
upon  the  eftabliftiments,  had  increafed  fo  confiderably  to- 
wards the  conclufton  of  that  year  that  it  became  neceftary  to 
order  Z 150,000  to  be  raifed  at  4 percent,  upon  debentures 
to  be  made  transferrable.  (a)  This  is  to  be  conftdered  as  the 
origin  of  the  funded  debt  of  Ireland  : (b)  for  the  payment  of 
the  intereft  of  this  fum  certain  duties  were  granted.  In 
the  beginning  of  1760  his  late  majefty  having  ordered  a con- 

liderable 


(a)  Comm.  Journ.  v.  xi.  p.  993.  (b)  Clarendon,  on  the  Revenue  ^.c. 
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ilderable  augmentation  of  liis  forces,  it  became  neceflary  to 
recur  to  another  loan  to  raife  the  intended  levies  ; and  ac- 
cordingly a vote  of  credit  was  pafled  by  the  commons  for 
railing  300,000  at  3 per  cent,  and  as  it  was  found  difficult 
to  obtain  the  former  loan  at  4 per  cent,  an  additional  inte- 
reft  of  I per  cent,  was  ordered  to  be  given  for  the  £ 150,000 
before  mentioned. 

The  effects  of  thefe  exertions  (fays  a certain  writer)  (c) 
were  immediately  and  feverely  felt  by  the  kingdom  j thefe 
loans  could  not  be  fupplied  by  a poor  country,  without  drain- 
ing the  bankers  of  their  caffi.”  And  certain  it  is,  that  a- 
bout  this  time  public  credit  received  a conliderable  ffiock, 
through  the  failure  of  Ibme  bankers  particularly  conneiSled 
with  government. — The  merchants  and  traders  petitioned 
parliament  reprefenting  their  lituatio'n,  and  a committee  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
ftate  of  public  and  private  credit  j to  their  inveftigation 
and  fupport,  it  muft  be  attributed,  that  the  paper  currency 
of  Ireland  at  that  time  was  enabled  to  exift  ; for  they  refolv- 
ed  it  to  be  their  opinion,  that  the  funds  polTefled  by  fome 
principal  banking  houfes,  “ were  adequate  to  anfwer  the  de- 
“ mands  upon  them  ; that  their  notes  fhould  be  received  as 
“ calh  from  the  fubferibers  to  the  loan  ; and  that  they  would 
make  good  any  deficiency  in  their  effeiTls  for  a certain  time,. 
“ as  far  as  £ 50,000  for  each  bank.”  Several  addrefTes  were 
alfo  prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons  recommending,  that 
during  the  prefent  ftate  of  public  credit,  there  Ihould  be  an 
ihereafe  in  the  value  of  Portugal  coin,  and  to  permit  the 
currency  of  Spanifti  milled  money  *,  they  were  referred  to  a 
committee,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  report  was 
made. 

^ ITpon 


(c  ) Let.  on  commercial  rcftralnts. 
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Upon  the  whole  it  may  be  obferved,  that  during  the  ad- 
nVmiftration  of  the  duke  of  Bedford,  (who  fucceeded  the 
marquis  of  Hartington  in  1757)  the  public  revenue  con- 
tinued to  decline,  and  the  expences  to  rife  confiderably  *,  but 
that  being  a period  of  war,  doubtlefs  the  decline  of  com- 
merce, and  the  increafe  of  expence  in  the  military  depart- 
ment, were  amongft  the  calamities  almoft  inevitable  : how- 
ever, a profufe  mifapplication  of  feveral  fums  in  the  civil 
department  gave  juft  reafon  for  complaint,  and  particularly 
marked  the  asra  of  this  adminiftration.  (a) 

In  Offober  1761,  George  earl  of  Halifax  having  been  ap- 
pointed lord  lieutenant,  opened  the  feflion  with  the  follow- 
ing fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

I HAVE  the  honor  of  his  majefty’s  commands  to  meet, 
his  firft  parliament  in  Ireland  : I obey  them  with  an  entire 
fatisfaflion,  from  an  afiurance  that  your  deliberations  will 
be  influenced  by  the  fame  principles  of  loyalty  and  af- 
V fe(ftion  to  your  fovereign,  and  of  zeal  for  the  profperity  for 
your  country,  which  have  fo  long  diftinguiftied  the  par- 
liaments  of  this  kingdom. 

. “ The  lofs  of  our  late  moft  gracious  fovereign,  at  a time 
when  not  only  the  fecurity  of  his  own  dominions,  but  the 
welfare  of  Europe,  feemed  fo  eflentially  to  depend  on  the 
“ continuance  of  his  life,  muft  have  aft*e<fted  you  in  the  moft 
fenftble  manner. 

< Your  grief,  however,  has  already  been  alleviated,  and 
your  lofs  repaired,  by  the  fuccejflion  of  his  majefty,  not 
only  to  the  throne  (his  legal  inheritance)  but  to  the  duty, 

, “ affection 


(a)  The  extravagant  grant  of  penfions,  was  likewife  remarkable,  inf»- 
'much  that  thofe  upon  the  Civil  Eftablifhment  exceeded  at  one  peri«d  all 
•ther  charges  of  the  Civil  Lift,  by  nolefs  than  4s,  7|d. 
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**  affe£Vio'n  and  confidence  of  his  fubje£l:s,  as  unbounded 
as  the  greateft  of  his  predeceiTors  have  ever  polTefTed,  in 
the  moft  fortunate  period  of  their  reign. 

“ This  parliament  happily  commences  with  the  acceffion 
of  a King  bred  under  the  influence,  and  formed  by  the  ex- 
ample  of  a prince,  who  uniformly  tempered  prerogative 
with  law;  and  whofe  glory  it  was  in  the  exercife  of  his 
power,  to  protedl  the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  people* 

You  can  be  no  ftrangers  to  his  majefty’s  mofl  gracious 
declaration,  that  the  prefervation  of  the  conftitutioll  in 
church  and  ftate,  and  the  enforcing  a due  obedience  to 
“ the  laws,  (not  more  neceflary  to  the  laws  than  to  the 
^‘liberties  of  his  "people)  fliall  be  the  firft  and  conflant 
objeifl:  of  his  care  ; and  I have  it  particularly  in  command 
“ to  declare  to  you,  that  his  fubje61s  of  this  kingdom  are 
“ fully  and  in  every  refpedt  comprehended  in  thefe  allur- 
“ ances. 

His  majefty^s  wife  choice  of  a royal  confort,  eminent 
for  her  perfonal  virtues  and  endowments,  and  defcended 
“ from  an  houfe  fo  illuftrious  for  its  attachment  to  the 
proteftant  caufe,  difplays,  in  the  cleareft  light,  his  paternal 
“ care,  not  only  to  preferve  us,  but  to  tranfmit  unimpaired 
to  our  pofterity,  the  bleflings  of  his  reign,  liberty  and  pure 
religion. 

“ When  I conflder  the  fecurity  of  our  prefeiit,  artd  the 
profpeiSt  of  our  future  happinefs  ; and  when  I fee  you  anU 
‘5  mated,  as  I am  perfuaded  you  are,  with  every  fentiment 
<<  which  loyalty  and  gratitude  can  infpire,  I aflhre  myfelf  of 
a feflion  of  parliament  that  will  be  diftinguifhed  by  its 
“ uninterrupted  harmony,  and  it’s  efi'edlive  zeal  for  the 
« fupport  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown.  Such 
difpofitions  fteadily  adhered  to,  cannot  fail,  under  his  ma- 
C 7,  jcfifs 
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jefty’s  paternal  influence,  to  preferve  you  an  happy,  and  ta 

eflablith  you  an  opulent  and  flourifliing  people.”  His- 
Excellency  amongfl:  other  particulars  proceeded  to  ftate,  that 
there  had  been’  only  200,000  railed  upon  the  lafl:  vote  of 
credit  ; but  that  notwithftanding,  a large  Turn  would  be 
wanting  for  the  repair  of  Barracks. 

In  Feb.  1762,  Mr.  fecretary  Hamilton  prefented  to  the 
houfe  of  coiiimons,-  the  following  melTage  from  the  lord 
lieutenant. 

Dunk  Halifax.” 

I have  it  in  command  from  his  Majefly  to  infornt 
this  houfe,  that  notwithftanding  the  moft  conciliatory  eflbrts- 
whieh  his  hlajefty’s  moderation  could  ditftate,  or  his  royal 
dignity  permit,  affairs  have  been  brought  to  an  unhappy^ 
tho’'  on  his  fide  inevitable,  rupture  with  the  court  of  Spain.”^ 

« In  confequence  of  this  event,  and  of  the  dangers  to  which 
this  kingdom  may  be  thereby  particularly  expofed,  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  directed  me  to  inform  this  houfe,  that  he  has  thought 
it  neceflary  to  make  an  immediate  augmentation  of  five  bat- 
talions of  his  forces  on  this  eftablifhment.”^ 

“ I have  it  like  wife  particularly  in  command  from  his  Ma^ 
jefty,  to  afiure  this  houfe,  that  after  the  liberal  grants  which 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  has  made  in  the  courfe  of  this  fef- 
flon,  it  is  with  much  regret  he  finds  himfelf  under  the  un- 
avoidable necefllty  of  making  any  application  for  further  fup- 
plies  : But  his  majefty,  having  in  all  exigencies,  the  moft 
full  and  firm  reliance  on  the  experienced  afieflion  and  loyalty 
of  his  fajthful  Proteftant  fubjecfls  of  Ireland,  entertains  no 
doubt,  that  this  houfe  will  concur,  with  their  ufual  unani- 
mity and  chearfulnefs,  in  thoTe  meafure?  which  the  prefent 
war  has  rendered  fo  indifpenfably  necefTary,  for  the  defence 

of 


CoHertanea  ipoltttca.  29- 

of  his  majefty’s  crown,  and  of  the  religion,  laws,  and  li- 
berties of  this  kingdom.” 

I have  dircdled  eftimates  to  be  laid  before  you  of  the 
charge  that  will  be  incurred  by  the  propofed  augmenta- 
tion, with  as  much  exactnefs  as  it  can  be  now  computed ; 
and  this  houfe  may  be  aiTured  that  fuch  Turns  as  fhali  be 
granted  will  be  applied  with  the  ftriCceft  ceconomy.” 

I am  fenhble  how  unnecelTary  it  would  be  for  me  to 
add  any  thing,  on  my  part,  in  regard  to  a meafure  that 
comes  fp  -ftrongly  enforced  by  the  recommendation  of  the 
crown,  by  the  fituation  of  affairs,  and  which  is  To  effential 
■<0  the  fafety  of  this  country  : yet  as  I look  upon  this  fervice 
to  be  of  the  utmoft  moment  to  the  fecurity  and  prefervation 
-of  this  kingdom,  I fliall  confider  your  proceeding  in  it  with 
alacrity  and  difpatch,  as  the  higheft  honour  that  can  be  con- 
ferred on  my  adminiflrardon.” 

In  confequence  of  this  meffage,  the  augmentation  wa§ 
accordingly  ordered,  and  another  vote  of  credit  paffed  for 
the  railing  of  JT  500,000  at  5 per  cent.  The  houfe  of  com- 
mons alfo  fliortly  after  refolved,  that  an  addrefs  fhould  be 
prefented  to  the  lord  lieutenant  requeuing  that  he  would 
reprefent  to  his  majefty  the  fenfe  of  that  houfe  that  the  en- 
tertainments and  appointments  of  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  had  become  inadequate  to  the  dignity  of  that  high 
Ration,  and  that  k was  the  humble  delire  of  that  houfe 
.that  his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  grant  fuch  an  augmen- 
tation to  the  entertainments  of  the  lord  lieutenant  for  the 
time  being,  as  with  the  then  allowances,  fliould  in  the  whole 
amount  to  the  annual  fum  of  ^ id, 000  *,  which  meafure  was 
slfo  effected. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

JfiJurreBlon  of  the  White~hoys. — Their  depredations , — Ohferva- 
tions  thereon*' — Remarks  sn  the  Oak-boys,  Heart s-of-Steel-boys^ 
^c. — Conclufton  of  the  Seffion  in  1762. — Lordsfufices  ap- 
pointed.-^ R emoval  of  Mr.  Pitt. — Addrefs  to  him  from  the 
Merchants,  ^c.  ef  Dublin. — Stafe  of  the  Irijh  Peerage  in 
—"Refolutions  of  th^  Citizens  of  Dublin  relative  to  a 
Septennial  Bill.—SeJJlons  opened  in  Proceedings 

therein. -State  of  the  Naiion.—  Motions  for  an  Addrefs  to 
his  Majefy. — Sejfon  concluded  in  1764. — LordSTjujiices 
appointed. 

The  peace  of  the  country  was  now  difturbed,  by  fome 
infurgents,  in  the  fouthern  parts,  who  ftiled  them- 
felves  White-boys  or  Levellers,  and  committed  many  a£ts  of 
• Violence,  robbery  and  murder  ; houghing  cattle;  cutting 
down  trees  y deftroying  ditches  and  other  inclofures  : and 
whofe  excelTes  were  carried  to  fo  dangerous  a height,  as  to 
require  the  interpolition  of  military  force. 

Thefe  mifguided  people  bound  themfelves  by  an  oath, 
of  w'hich  the  following  is  faid  to  be  a copy, 

“ 1 do  hereby  folemnly  and  fincerely  fwear,  that  I will 
not  make  known  any  fecret  now  gjven  me,  or  that  here- 
after may  be  given  me,  to  any  one  in  the  world,  except  a 
fworn  perlon  belonging  to  the  fociety  called  White-boys,  or 
oiherwife,  Sive  UltagPs  children,” 

Furthermore  I fwear,  that  I wdll  be  ready  at  an  hopr's 
warning  (if  pofhble)  being  properly  fummoned  by  any  of  the 
pfiicers,  ferjeants,  or  corporals  belonging  to  my  company. 

Furthermore  I fwear,  that  I will  not  wrong  any  of  the 
company  I belong  to,  of  the  value  of  one  Ihilling ; nor 
' r'-  • ' futFer 


Collectanea  l^oltttca;  31 

fuiFer  If  to  be’  done  by  others,  without  acquainting  them 
thereof. 

Furthermore  I fwear,  I will  not  make  known  in  any 
fliape  whatfoeyer,  to  any  perfon  that  does  not  belong  to 
*us,  the  name  or  names  of  any  of  our  fraternity  ; but  par- 
ticularly the  names  of  our  refpellive  officers. 

Laftly  I fwear,  that  I will  not  drink  of  any  liquor  what- 
foever,  whilft  on  duty,  without  the  confent  of  one  or  other 
of  the  officers,  ferjeants  or  corporals  ; and  that  we  will  be 
loyal  one  to  the  other,  as  far  as  in  our  power  lies.*’* 

The  public  mind  was  much  agitated  by  thefe  proceed- 
ings j and  it  jnqft  be  acknowledged,  that  means  were  ufed 

• to  repreient  matters  in  a more  ferious  and  alarming  point  p£ 

view,  than  was  really  neceffiiry. The  caule  of  thefe 

difturbai>ces  was  often  mif-ftated, — every  occurrence  relating 
to  them  was  imprudently  exaggerated.  A Popifli  plot  was 

hedged  to  have  been  on  foot)  to  overturn  the  government, 

• to  maflacre  the  Proteftants,T— ^d  to  favour  our  e^iemi^!?^ 
their  dreaded  Invafipn, 

A£ls  of  popular  outrage  are  committed  generally  by  the 
lower  ©rder  of  the  people  : — And  as  that  order  principally 
conlihs  in  this  kingdom,  of  Roman  Catholics, — it  was  in 
fome  refpedl,  a natural  confequcnce,  to  attribute  the  mif- 
demeanors  of  the  Southern  infurgents,  indifcriminately,  to 
perfons  of  that  perfuafion. — The  houfe  of  commons  there- 
fore appointed  a committee,  “ to  enquire  into  the  caufes' 
and  progrefs  of  (what  was  termed)  the  Fopijb  infur*^ 
recilgn^  in  the  province  of  MunJierF^ 

It  appears  however,  that  this  evil  did  not  originate 
from  religious  prejudices  : and  if  any  reliance  may  be  placed 
gn  public  declarations,  the  higher  order  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics wholly  difapproyed  of  thefe  proceedings.  Several  exhor- 
tations 
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tations  were  read  in  the  different  chapels  throughout  the  king- 
dom, dilTuading  the  ignorant  and  deluded  from  fuch  atro- 
cious offences,  {a) 

In  fa^I, — the  caufe  of  that  difturbance,  i?  now  known 
to  have  been  this. — Some  landlords  in  Wunfter  fet  their 

lands 


{ aj  Amon^ft  others,  the  following  was  read  In  all  the  Roman  catholic 
chapels  in  Dublin. 

« DEAR  CHRISTIANS;* 

“ We  think  it  our  duty  to  remind  you  of  the  gratitude  end  thanks 
•*  you  owe  to  the  Almighty  God,  who  in  thefe  calamitous  time?,  fo  fatal  to 
“ other  parts  of  Europe,  leaves  you  in  the  happy  enjoyment  of  peace  and 
“ all  the  bleffings  that  attend  It  ; bleffings  that  ought  to  fill  your  hearts  with 
“ the  deeptA  fenfe  of  God’s  mercy  towards  you,  and  thankfulnefs  to  our 
“ chief  governor  here,  whofe  paternal  care  and  pity,  equally  generous  and 
“ extenfive,  knows  no  diAindlion  of  perfons  or  people.  Thefe  blefCngs 
“ w^e  atti  ibute  In  a great  meafure  to  your  peaceable  and  difereet  behaviour 
“ hitherto  : — wherefore  we  exhort  you  in  the  bowels  of  Jefus  ChriA,  to 
“ continue  to  demean  yourfelves  in  the  fame  peaceable  maimer,  and  to  avoid 
“ every  thing  in  public  or  private,  that  might  give  the  leaA  lhadow  of  of- 
“ lehce  ; that  our  minlAry  (as  St.  Paul  fays)  may  not  be  blamed.  Nor 
“ does  this  caution  proceed  from  any  diffidence  we  have  of  your  future 
“ condutA  ; it  is  rather  intended  to  raife  in  ycur  minds  a lively  fenfe  of  the 
“ lenity  and  mildnefs  of  our  prefentmoA  gracious  government.  Length  of 
“ time,— your  conAant  ready  and  chearful  fubmifilon  to  the  ruling'powers, 
“ and  above  all,  the  merciful  and  humane  difpofiiions  of  the  prefent  royal 
“ family,  have  greatly  worn  oft  the  rigour  of  prejudice  againA  you 
“ thefe  happy  difpofitions  encouraged  by  a continuance  of  ihe  'fame  be- 
“ haviour  in  you,  may  perhaps  improve  Aill  more  to  your  advantage  : but 
“ whether  -we  fiiall  be  deem’d  worthy  of  future  favour  or  not,  it  is  cur  duty 
“ as  miniAers  of  Jefus  ChriA,  Arongly  to  enforce  the  obligations  of  a fub- 
miAive,  obedient,  and  peaceful  behaviour ; and  yours  as  chriuians  and 
good  fubjedls,  to  mlfil  them  Aeadily  in  your  pra^icc.”  ■ 

Perhaps  It  may  be  cxcufeable  to  mention  here,  a cIrcumAance  that  oc- 
curred during  the  diAurbances  before  fpoken  of. — In  May  1762,  N’r  Wm, 
Kennedy  then  pariAi  pricA  of  Tulla  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  being 
apprehended,  was  brought  to  Limerick,  and  there  examined  before  the  late 
Godfrey  Lill  cfq.  (formerly  one  of  the  JuAices  of  the  court  of  conrmon- 
pleas)  Avhen  two  letters  frorn  his  fuperlor,  were  found  about  him,  Arenu- 
oufly  recommending  that  if  any  ot  the  Leve'lcrs  appeared  in  that  parifli, 
he  Arould  exert  himfelf  as  much  as  poffible  to  fupprefs  them. — As  nothing 
v/as  proved  that  could  cximitiats  the  prifoner,  he  was  focn  after  liberated. 
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lainds  to  cotters,  far  above  their  value  ; and  to  lighten  their 
burdens,  allowed  commonage  to  their  tenants  by  way  of 
recompence. — Afterwards,  in  defpite  of  all  equity,  and  con- 
trary to  all  compadfs,  the  landlords  inclofed  thefe  commons; 
and  precluded  their  unhappy  tenants  from  the  only  means 

of  making  their  bargains  tolerable. Too  ignorant,  (fays 

Dr.  Campbell ) to  know  the  law,  and  too  poor  to  bear  the 
expence  of  it  ; they  betook  themfelves  to  violence  as  their 
only  refource.  As  mobs,  (continues  the  fame  writer)  feldom 
rife  without  fufFering  fome  grievance,  and  never  fubfide 
without  doing  fome  injury ; fo  thefe  infurgents  having  no 
profpefl  of  redrefs,  began  to  direct  their  vengeance  againft 

the  clergy. The  deluded  rabble,  fmarting  under  the 

galling  load  of  oppreffion,  fled  every  where  for  relief,  but 
where  they  ought  ; and  in  order  to  divert  their  attention 
from  themfelves,  it  became  the  policy  of  the  landlords  and 
graziers,  to  cherifli,  or  at  leafl:  connive  at  the  fpirit  of  cur- 
tailing the  church  of  it’s  pittance,  (c)  — Such  was  the  real 
origin  of  a diflurbance,  that  occafioned  a conflderable  alarm, 
and  tended  in  no  fmall  degree  to  increafe  thofe  party  dif- 
ferences, that  have  at  all  times  proved  fo  detrimental  to  the 
true  intereft  and  happinefs  of  this  country. — Several  of  thefe 
inifguided  delinquents  received  the  juft  punifhment  of  their 
crimes  ; but  it  required  fome  time  to  reftore  perfeeft  order 
and  tranquillity: — and  tho’  the  tumultuous  rifings  of  the 
Wh'itehoys  were  fupprefled,  the  fpirit  of  infurre£lion  was  not 
eradicated, — in  as  much  as  the  evil  from  which  it  originated 
has  not  been  remedied — namely,  the  ’wretched^  oppreffed  and 
impoverified  fsaie  of  the  peafar.iry.  {d) 

It  is  not  meant  by  any  remark  of  this  kind,  to  excufe  or 
encourage  fuch  atrocious  crimes  *, — but  it  cannot  be  im- 
proper, to  point  cut  the  cauie  of  them.  To  know  the  fource 
of  a diforder,  is  the  beft  direTion  toward  it’s  cure. 

As 


(t)  Campbell’s  I^hil,  Sury.  (d)  Sec  Clarend.  ut  fup. 
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As  one  infurreftion  has  frequentiy  proved  to  Be  an' 
encouragement  or  prelude  to  another  ; fo  this  kingdom  was 
foon  after  difturbed  by  rifings  in  other  parts,  but  grounded 
on  different  principles  ; Oak-boys,  and  Hearts-of-JIeelboys  made 
their  appearance  fucceffivcly,  in  the'  northern  countries. 

The  high-ways  in  Ireland  were  formerly  made  and  re» 
paired  by  the  labour  of  houfe-keepers.  He  who  had  a horfe, 
was  obliged  to  work  fix  days  in  the  year  *,  himfelf  and  horfe  ; 
He  who  had  none,  was  to  give  fix  days  labour.  It  had  been 
long  complained,  that  the  poor  alone  were  compelled  tp 
work  ; — that  the  rich  had  been  exempt  ; — that  inftead  of 
mending  the  public  roads,  the  fweat  of  their  brows  was 
wafted  on  private  roads,  ufeful  only  to  overfeers.  At 
length,  in  the  years  1763  and  1764,  the  difcontented  fhewed 
their  refentment.  In  the  moft  populous,  naanufadfuring 
and  confequentjy  civilized  part  of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  the 
inhabitants  of  one  parifla  refufed  to  make  more,  of  what 
Job-roads,  They  rofe  almoft  to  a man;  and 
from  the  oaken  branches  which  they  wore  in  their  hats, 
were  denominated  Oak-boys. 

The  difcontent  being  as  general  as  the  grievance,  the  con- 
tagion feized  the  neighbouring  parifhes  ; from  parifhes  it 
flew  to  baronies,  and  from  baronies  to  counties  ; 'till  ^t 
length  the  greater  part  of  the  province  was  engaged. — The 
many-headed  monfter,  (as  Dr.  Campbell  obferves)  (a)  being 
now  roufed,  did  not  know  where  to  flop,  but  began  a gene- 
ral redrefs  of  grievances,  whether  real  or  imaginary.  Their 
flrft  objecft  was  the  overfeers  of  roads  ; — the  fecond  the 
clergy,  whom  they  refolved  to  curtail  of  their  tythes  ; — the 
third  was  the  landlords,  the  price  of  whofe  lands,  particu- 
larly the  turf-bogs,  they  fet  about  regulating.  They  had 
feveral  inferior  objedts,  which  only  difcov^red  the  phrenfy  of 
infurredion. 

The 

■■  IJi  — ■!  , , ■ ■ ■!  . ■ ,1— 

(a)  Camp.  Phil.  Surv. 
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The  army  was  hereupon  collecfted  from  the  other  pro- 
vinces ; for  ’till  then  the  province  of  Ulfter  was  deemed  fo 
peaceful  that  fcarcely  any  troops  were  quartered  in  it.  The 
rabble  was  foon  difperfed,  with  the  lofs  of  a few  lives  ; and 
the  tumult  was  for  a time,  quelled  in  a few  weeks.  In  the 
enfuing  feffion  of  parliament,  the  matter  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  ; the  old  a£t  was  repealed,  and  provilion  made 
for  the  future  repairs  of  roads,  by  levying  a tax  off  both 
rich  and  poor. — The  caufe  and  difeontent  being  thus  hap- 
pily removed,  peace  arid  quiet  returned  to  their  former 
channels. 

The  rifing  of  the  Steel~hoys  in  1769,  was  not  fp  general,  but 
it  was  more  violent,  as  proceeding  from  a more  particularly 
interefting  caufe  ; — the  fource  of  it  was  this. — An  abfentee 
nobleman,  poffelTed  of  one  of  the  largeft  eftates  in  the  king- 
dom, inftead  of  letting  it  when  out  of  leafe,  for  the  higheft: 
rent,  adopted  a novel  mode,  of  taking  large  fines  and  fmall 
rents.— The  occupier  of  the  ground,  though  willing  to  give 
the  higheft  rent,  was  unable  to  pay  the  fines  i and  therefore 
dirpoffelTed  by  the  wealthy  undertaker,  who  not  contented 
with  a moderate  intereft  for  h1s  money,  racked  the  rents  to 
a pitch  above  the  reach  of  the  ol4  tenautp 

Upon  this  the  people  rofe  againft  Forejlallers^  deftroy- 
ing  their  houfes  ; and  maiming  their  cattle,  which  now  oc- 
cupied their  quondam  farms.*— When  thus  driven  to  a^s  of 
defperation,  they  knew  not  how  to  confine  themfelves  to 
•their  priginal  objedl ; but  became  like  the  Hearts  of  Oaky 
general  reformers. — The  army  however  foon  fubdued  them, 
and  fome  wliQ  were  made  prifoners,  having  fuffered  by  the 
hands  of  the  executioner,  the  country  was  reftored  to  its 
priftine  tranquility. 

Both  thefe  infurre£lions  (fays  the  writer  laft  mentioned) 
hefog  in  the  north,  the  nioft  opulent,  populous  and  civilized 

^ ■ I part 
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part  of  the  kingdom  ; we  may  obferve  have  no  fimilltudo  to 
that  of  the  IVhite-hoys  in  the  fouth,  either  in  their  caufes  or 
; except  in  the  general  idea  of  oppreffion. — The  caufe 
which  generated  the  one  being  removed,  and  that  of  the 
other  being  only  temporary,  the  duration  of  neither  was 
long  : the  rife  and  fall  of  each  was  like  that  of  a mountain- 
river,  which  fwelled  by  a broken  cloud,  at  once  overwhelms 
all  around  5 and  then  flirlnks  down  as  fuddenly  into  its  ac- 
cuftomed  bed. — Whereas  in  the  fouth,  where  the  caufe  was 
permanent,  without  appearance  of  redrefs,  the  effect  re- 
mained. The  poor  deprived  of  their  right  of  commonage, 
— driven  from  the  good  grounds, — obliged  to  pay  five  or  fix 
guineas  for  an  acre  to  fet  their  potatoes  in, — and  having  no 
Tcfources  for  manufadiires  as  in  the  north  ; they  became 
enemies  to  the  flate  : — ‘‘  the  Jlate  7iGi  heutg  their  friend ; ncr 
the  fate's  law'*  It  is  in  vain  howevjer  to  urge  that  fanaticifm 
and  fuperflition,  ^ere  the  original  fources  of  thefe  evils. — If 
the  majority  engaged  in  the  north  were  prefoyterians,  and  in 
the  fouth  papifts,  it  was  becaufe  the  body  of  the  poor  are  of 
thofe  perfuafions  in  thofe  places. — And  it  jQiouid  be  attended 
to  that  the  opprefilon  of  the  poor  in  the  fouth  proceeded 
very  much  from  the  papifts  themfelves  ; as  the  grasiers  who 
pcfTcfs  the  farms  there  are  moflly  romanifls,  ( zj 

The 

(a)  Lord  Halifax  in  his  fpeech  at  the  termination  of  the  felTjons  la  1762, 
alluding  to  the  IVLils^boy  infurreebion,  fpoke  thus  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gpitlemen, 

“ I muft  -vvith  concern  obferve,  that  notwithftanding  the  exemplary  be- 
haviour of  all  ranks  of  people  in  this  metropolis,  and  throughout  the 
greateft  part  of  this  kingdom,  fome  diftant  quarters  of  the  country  ' have 
been  unhappily  didurbed  with  tumults  and  riots  of  the  lower  fort  of  peo- 
ple.— I have  on  this  occanon  been  relu<5lantly  obliged  to  call  out  the  mUi- 
tary  po'wer,  which  is  furrtctiities  the  neceffaryj  but  ought  alzvays  to  be  the  lajl 
rcfourcc  of  Government. — The  officers  ordered  on  that  fervipe  have  ex- 
ecuted their  duty  with  adlivsty  and  diferetion. — Thefe  tumults  are,  I hope, 
•wholly  fuppreffied. — P.'Iany  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  them  are  in  cuflody, 
and  await  the  punilLment  of  their  olTences — others  are  fled  from  juflice, 
and  feem  to  want  only  an  occafion  of  returning  to  their  refpedtive  habita- 
tions with  impunity.*'  * 
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The  government  of  lord  Halljax  ended  with  the 
in  1762,  whereupon  the  Primate,  Earl  of  Shannon  and 
John  Ponfonby  efq.  were  (as  before)  appointed  lords  juftices  : 
a change  had  alfo  taken  place  in  the  Britifh  rainidry,  when 
the  Earl  of  Bute  was  appointed  fecretary  of  ftate  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  PlU,  On  that  occafion,  the  following  addrefs  was 
agreed  on  by  the  citizens  of  Dublin. 

To  the  right  hon.  Win.  Pitt  efq.  late  one  of  his  ma- 
jelly’s  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate.” 

« The  grateful  addrefs  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders 
of  the  city  of  Dublin,”  • 

“ We  his  majefty’s  moft  loyal,  datiful  and  aftecftionate  fub- 
je£ls,  the  merchants,  traders,  and  other  citizens  of  the  city 
of  Dublin,  whofe  names  are  underwritten,  judge  thefe 
kingdoms  too  deeply  interefted  in  your  withdrawing  from  the 
high  ftation  you  have  lately  fo  eminently  and  greatly  filled, 
to  the  honour  and  fatisfaiftion  of  the  crown  and  the  fubjefl, 
to  let  fo  important  an  event  pafs  over  in  filence. 

“ Tho’  thus  far  removed  from  the  great  feene  of  a6lion, 
we  fenfibly  felt  the  manifold  good  of  your  truly  patriot  and 
fingularly  wife  and  upright  adminiftration. — To  this  we  muft 
attribute  the  refeuing  Britain  from  the  fliameful  infection  of 
that  peftilentlal,  mlnifterial  practice,  which  called  foreign 
mercenaries  to  the  defence  of  a Country,  by  her  native  force, 
when  properly  exerted,  more  than  a match  for  half  the 
powers  of  Europe.” 

‘‘To  your  fteady  virtues  we  ft  and  Indebted  for  freeing 
our  mother  Country  from  the  reproach  of  calling  foreign 
Troops  to  defend  her  from  a threatened  invafion,  and  for 
chaftifing  the  infolence  of  the  vaunting  Invader  *,  infpiring 
the  councils  and  arms  of  Britain  with  that  antient  true  nati- 
onal fpirit,  which  when  duly  exerted,  ever  has,  and  ever  mnft 

render 
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render  the  Britifh  name  terrible  to  her  foes  in  the  utmofi 
extremities  of  the  globe/' 

« Under  fuch  an  adminiftratlon  we  muft  always  fee,  in- 
ftead  of  private  intereft,  merit,  the  only  recommendation  to 
places  of  important  truft. — By  fuch  meafures  as  thefe  it  is 
that  we  have  feen  commerce  accompanying  conqueft  to  the 
remoteft  parts  of  the  earth  ; while  faction  was  liienced,  and 
jarring  parties  reconciled  and  united  at  home. 

« Thus,  Sir,  have  your  fteady  patriot  virtues  raifed  mo- 
numents to  your  fame  more  durable  than  marble  or  brafs^ 

As  the  enemies  of  thefe  kingdoms  never  had  fo  great 
caufe  to  rejoice,  as  they  have  from  your  withdrawing  your- 
felf  from  the  fphere  in  which  alone  you  could  render  thefe 
unfpeakably  great  fervices  to  your  country ; fo  the  true 
friends  of  thefe  kingdoms  never  had  more  juft  caufe  to 
mourn. 

We  fhould  therefore  think  ourfelves  wanting  In  duty 
to  our  patriot  King,-  to  our  mother  Country,  as  well  as  our 
native,  did  we  omit  giving  this  public  teftimony  of  our 
fenfe  of  the  lofs  which  all  fuftain  by  the  withdrawing  of  a 
Minifter  of  fuch  matchlefs  abilities  and  equal  fidelity  at  fo 
important  and  critical  a conjundlure  as  the  prefent. 

“ Indulge  us  thus,  great  fir,  in  venting  our  griefs  and 
blending  our  tears  with  thofe  of  the  reft  of  our  mourning 
brethren  and  fellow-fubjefts  in  Britain,  as  well  as  in  other 
parts  of  this  kingdom.  Accept  our  moft  hearty  and  un- 
feigned acknowledgments  for  the  unfpeakable  fervices  and 
lafting  honours  you  have  already  done  your  native  country, 
and  all  the  dominions  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain.  And 
give  us  leave  to  alTure  you  that  we  fhall  ever  admire,  and 
€ver  with  profound  refped  and  gratitude  remember,  the  un- 
paralleled 
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paralleled  virtues  that  have  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed  your 
Admlniftratien.”  • 

This  addrefs  evidently  exprelTed  the  real  fentlments  of  a 
great  majority  of  the  people  both  in  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain,  and  fhews  the  opinions  they  entertained  on  the  re- 
moval of  that  Minifler. — Mr.  Pitt  was  afterwards  created 
an  Englifli  Peer,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Chidham  : and  hav- 
ing now  fpoken  of  Peerage,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  no- 
tice the  ftate  of  the  IriJJi  Peerage  in  1759,  which  amount- 
ed only  to  43  Earls — 42  Vifcounti — 40  Barons — Total,  125. 

Peereffes  by  creation,  2. 

During  the  feffion  laft  fpoken  of,  a Septennial  Bill,  or 
ana£lfor  limiting  the  duration  of  Parliaments  as  in  Eng- 
land, was  taken  into  confideration,  and  was  much  wifhed 
for  by  a conhderable  part  of  the  people.  The  meafure 
however  for  the  prefent  did  not  fucceed,  though  it  was  en- 
deavoured to  be  enforced  by  many  public  declarations  in  its 
favour.  In  March  1762.  the  merchants,  traders,  and  ci- 
tizens of  Dublin  having  alTembled,  came  to  thefe  refolu- 
tions,  amongft  others,  viz, 

“ Refolved,  That  we  fliall  ever  retain  the  mofi:  grateful 
remembrance  of  the  feveral  Lords  and  Commons,  who  in 
their  refpeaive  Rations  have  fo  eminently  diftinguiOied 
themfelves  in  fupport  of  the  Septennial  Bill. 

^ ‘‘  Refolved,  That  although  we  reft  lecure  againft  foreign 
enemies,  under  the  prote(ftion  daily  given  us  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, our  protection  againft  domeftic  invaders  depends 
wholly  on  the  limitation  of  Parliaments. 

“ Refolved,  That  the  clandeftine  arts  which  are  ufually 
praCtifed  (and  have  been  fometimes  detected)  in  obftruCting 
of  Bills  tending  to  promote  the  Proteftant  intereft,  ought 
to  make  Proteftants  the  more  aCtive  in  fupporting  the  Sep- 
tennial 
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tennial  Bill  ; the  rather  as  no  doubt  can  remain,  that  s 
feptennial  limitation  of  Parliaments  would  render  the  gene- 
rality of  landlords  alSduous  in  procuring  ProteBant  tenants, 
and  that  the  vifible  advantage  accruing,  would  induce  others 
to  conform. 

« Refolved,  That  thefe  our  refolutions  be  prefented  to 
the  reprefentatives  of  this  city  in  Parliament,  entreating  they 
■will  immediately  take  into  their  moft  lerious  ccnhderation 
the  ftatc  of  the  Septennial  Bill,  now  five  months  in  its  pro- 
grefs  ; the  feliion  of  Parliament  near  its  end  ; all  aids 
W'ithin  the  ability  of  this  nation,  given  with  unanimity  and 
chearfulnefs  to  the  Crown  *,  and  nothing  yet  known  with 
certainty  touching  this  act  of  redrefs  j the  lingle  one  craved 
by  the  people,  and  the  only  one  that  can  relieve  them  from 
domeftic  oppreffors.’’ 

The  public  continued  long  anxious  to  obtain  fuch  a law, 
but  it  did  not  pafs,  (as  will  appear  hereafter)  for  feveral 
years,  (a)  The  enfuing  feflion  was  opened  in  October,  1763, 
by  the  Earl  of  Noi  thumhcrland^  whofe  fpeech  to  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament  contained  the  following  obfervations  refpe^fc- 
ing  the  diflurbed  Bate  of  the  country,  already  defcribed. 

Not  only  my  duty,  but  my  earneh  good  wifhes  for  the 
pofterity  of  Ireland,  oblige  me  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  mentioning  to  you  the  only  unpleafing  circumftance 
which  has  occurred  lince  my  entrance  upon  this  Govern- 
ment ; the  tumultuous  rifings  of  the  lower  people,  in  con- 
tempt of  laws  and  of  Magiftracy,  and  of  every  Conftitutional 
fubordination,  muft  if  not  duly  attended  to,  be  productive 
of  the  moft  fatal  confequences  5 they  are  a difgrace  to  a 
Country  of  Liberty,  they  are  ruinous  to  a country  of  com- 
merce. 


(a)  The  frequent  eleeflion  of  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament  appears 
be  eflential  to  the  Liberty  of  the  People,  but  the  arguments  on  that  quef- 
tion  will  be  more  properly  ftaied  hereafter. 
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merce,  and  muft  be  particularly  fatal  here,  where  the  lea  ft 
check  to  the  riling  fpirit  of  indullry  is  fo  very  fenfibly  felt, 
and  fo  very  difScult  to  be  relieved  ; no  means  can  fcrve 
more  efFecflually  to  prevent  thefe  diforders  for  the  future, 
than  the  encouragement  of  fuch  inftitutions  as  tend  to  im- 
prefs  on  the  minds  of  the  lower  order  of  the  people  early 
habits  of  induftry,  and  true  principles  of  religion/^ 

i ■ " . 

f . ''  The  Houfe  of  Commons,  therefore,  foon  turned  their 
attention  to  this  fubjeff,  and  a committee  was  app£>inted  to 
enquire  into  the  caufes  .of  the  late  tumults  in  Uljier,  and  it 
was  ordered  that  it  fhould  be  an  inftrudfion  to  the  faid  com- 
mittee to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  infurreflions  of  thp 
Souths  (a) 

Two  other  very  popular  fubjecfts,  now  became  matter  of 
difcuffion  ; the  redudlion  of  the  Fenfwn  Lifit  and  the  right 
of  the  Britilh  Privy  Council  to  alter  Bills  tranfmitted  from 
this  country,  under  the  well-known  ftatute,  called  Foymfig\' 
AB, — As  this  ftatute  now  has  loft  its  operation,  and  Ireland 
was  afterward  reftored  to  its  right  of  independent  Legifla- 
ture,  we  fhall  omit  any  particular  remarks  on  that  head^ 
hill  we  defcend  to  a later  period,  only  obferving  in  this 
place,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  entered  this  feftion  into 
'a  refolution,  that  no  Bill  fliould  pafs  in  that  Houfe,  until  a 
committee  thereof  fliould  compare  the  tranfmifs  with  the 
original  heads  of  a Bill,  and  report  if  any^  and  what  altera^ 
tions  had  been  made  therein,  to  the  Houfe.  It  was  likewife 
refolved  that  the  Houfe  would  not  proceed  upon  any  peti- 
tion, motion,  addrefs,  bill,  or  vote  of  credit,  for  granting 
my  money  but  in  a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.  As  to 
the  former  objedt,  the  Commons  refolved  themfelves  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  coniideratiori 
the  ftate  of  \Fit‘FenftGns  upon  the  Civil  Eftabliftmient  of  this 

VoL,  I.  D kingdom, 

■ 

1 ^ (3)  Comm.  Jquru.  Vol.  xiii. 
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kingdom,  and  how  the  increafe  of  them  might  be  prevent- 
ed. It  was  alfo  moved,  “ That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  reprefent  in  the  moft  dutiful 
“ terms,  that  the  debt  of  this  kingdom  is  become  very 
“ great.  That  the  penfions,  now  in  being,  that  have  been 
“ placed  on  the  eftablifliments  of  this  kingdom,  are  one  of 
the  caufes  of  the  encreafe  of  the  public  debt.  That  thofe 
penfions  have  been  paid,  and  continue  to  be  paid  out  of 
“ all  the  revenues  of  this  kingdom  without  difi:in£lion. — ■ 
“ That  it  appeared  to  that  Houfe,  to  be  worthy  of  his  Ma- 
“ jefty^s  Royal  confideration,  whether  the  grants  made  of 
thofe  penfions,  are  agreeable  to  or  warranted  by  the  laws 
of  this  kingdom,  and  whether  the  revenues  of  the  Crown 
“ that  have  been  given  for  public  ufes,  ought  or  can  by  law, 
be  applied  to  penfions  : And  therefore  mofi:  humbly  to  be- 
feech  his  Majefty,  to  order  it  to  be  made  known,  as  his 
Majefty’s  royal  will  and  command,  to  the  Officers  of  the 
Treafury  of  this  kingdom,  that  no  part  of  the  revenues 
“ of  excife,  cuftoms,  poundage,  hearth-money,  quit-rents, 
ale  licenfes,  wine  or  firong-water  licenfes,  or  of  the  ad- 
ditlonal  duties  granted  or  to  be  granted  in  this  kingdom, 
for  any  limited  term,  be  applied  to  any  penfion  or  annuity 
granted,  or  to  be  granted,  out  of,  or  which  may  any  ways 
charge  or  affefl,  the  faid  revenues  of  excife,  cuftoms, 
poundage,  hearth-money,  quit-rents,  ale  licenfes,  wine, 
‘‘and  ftrongi  water  licenfes,  and  additional  duties,  or  any 
“ additional  duties,  or  any  of  the  faid  revenues,  hill  it  fliall 
“ firft  be  determined  by  a Court  of  Juftice,  of  competent 
“ jurifdicftion,  that  the  Crown  may  grant  annuities,  or  pen= 
“ fions  out  of  the  faid  revenues  ; and  that  liis  Majefty  may 
“ be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  his  Royal  orders  to  the  Of> 
“ ficers  of  the  Treafury,  that  no  penfions  be  paid  out  of 
“ faid  revenues  in  any  other  manner,  than  the  judgment, 
“ or  decree  of  a Court  of  competent  jurifdiclion,  ffiall  de- 
“ termine  to  bs  juft,  and  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this 
' ' “ kingdom  j 
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« kingdom  ; and  that  his  Majefly  may  be  gracloufly  pleafed 
to  order  his  Majefty^s  fervants  of  the  law  in  this  kingdom,, 
to  make  that  defence  that  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  fliall 
warrant,  to  every  fuit  that  fhall  be  commenced  or  carried 
on  by  any  penhoner  or  annuitant,  claiming  any  part  of 
the  faid  revenues,  ’till  it  (hall  be  judicially  determined  ia 
“ the  moft  folemn  manner,  and  by  the  dernier  refort,  that 
“ the  Crown  may  grant  penfions  or  annuities,  out  of  the  re- 
‘‘  venues.  That  his  Majefty’s  faithful  Commons,  neverthe- 
lefs  do  by  no  means  intend  that  the  Crown  fhall  be  de- 
prived  of  the  means  of  rewarding  merit,,  or  of  conferring 
“ thofe  bounties  on  proper  occalions,  that  the  honours  and 
dignity  of  the  Crown  may  require  : But  that  his  Majefty’s 
faithful  Commons  on  the  contrary,  will  be  ready  to  pro- 
“ vide  a revenue,  fuch  as  the  condition  and  cifcumfbances  of 
this  kingdom  fliall  admit  of,  to  enable  the  Crown  to  re- 
‘‘  w’’ard  merit,  and  on  proper  occafions  to  confer  thofe  boun- 
“ ties  that  may  be  fuitable  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
Crown,  if  it  diall  be  determined,  that  the  prefent  reve- 
nues  of  the  Crown,  that  have  been  granted  for  public 
‘^ufes,  ought  not  to  be  applied  to  penfions.  Provided  thefe 
revenues  be  referred  and  applied  to  the  fupport  of  hisMa- 
‘‘ jefly’s  Government  in  this  kingdom.’h  This  motion,  how- 
ever, was  negatived,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  the  increafe 
of  penfims  was  ever  fince  effeflually  prevented.  Soon  after- 
wards the  Houfe  refolved,  that  no  money  fhould  be  granted 
that  fefHon  for  the  encouragement  or  fupport  of  any  parti- 
cular trade  or  manufaclizre  wdiatfaever. 

The  kingdom  was,  no  doubt,  at  this  period  involved 
ccnfiderably : — Its  national  debt  at  Lady-day  amount- 

ed to  521,161!.  i6s.  6d.  The  penfions  amounted  for  two 
years,  ending  at  that  time,  to  139,175!.  15s.  io|d.  In 
this  year,  however,  the  revenue  began  to  rife,  though  by 
no  means  In  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  expence  upon  the 
eflablifhmenls'tj  and  to  aid  the  fupply  it  was  necefTary  to 
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direct,  that  ioo,oool.  fhould  be  raifed.  This,  with  the 
debt  funded  at  Lady-day  1763,  being  5^0,000!.  made  the 
funded  debt  incurred  during  the  war,  amount  to  650,000!. 
whereof  350,000!.  was  ordered  to  be  reduced  to  4!.  per 
cent,  apd  the  reinainder  to  continue  at  5!.  per  cent,  until 
difeharged. 

The  rapidity  (fays  Clarendon)  vyith  which  this  debt  was 
contra<5i:ed,  in  lefs  than  /even  years,  compared  with  the  fums 
borrowed  from  the  acceffion  of  jGeo.  I.  to  the  year  746, 
during  a period  of  more  than  thirty  years,  to  fqpport  the 
expences  of  putting  the  kingdom  into  a ftate  of  defence 
during  two  long  wars,  and  two  rebellions,  is  particularly 
ilriking  : and  it  feenjs  difiicult  to  reconcile  fo  great  a difpa- 
rity.  But  we  muft  take  into  confideration  that  this  long 
and  expenfive  war  which  terminated  in  1763,  was  the  firft 
in  which  Ireland  was  called  upon  fqr  a contribution.—? 
former  wars  only  required  that  Ireland  fliquld  protefl  her- 
felf ; the  war  of  1756,  demanded  fupplies  lor  protecting, 
the  Empire  at  large  ; and  that  too,  from  an  unfounded  efti- 
^ate  of  the  ability  of  the  country.  But  there  was  upon  the 
whole  too  much  reafon  to  complain  of  a mifmanagement  of 
the  treafure  of  the  nation,  and  a want  of  regard  to  the  in? 
terefts  of  its  inhabitants,  (a)  From  this  period  we  fhall  fee 
the  debt  continually  increafe,  notwithftanding  feyeral  efforts 
for  reducing  it,  owing  to  the  increafe  of  expenditure  irj 
every  department,  (b)  • ' ■ ‘ 

It  is  not  therefore  extraordinary,  that  after  the  failure^  of 
the  motion  above  ftated  refpccling  the  grants  of  penfions, 
fome  other  attempt  fhoiiid  be  made  to  remedy  the  growing 
evil; — accordingly  a further,  motion  was  made  during  the 

• - ■ , / ' ^ - feffiori 
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fbffion  we  now  fpeak  of,  expreffive  of  the  then  fituation  of 
the  kingdom. — It  was  to  the  following  effect,  viz* 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to 
affure  his  Majefty  of  Our  inviolable  attachnr:ent  to  his  Royal 
Perfon  and  Family;  that  we  have  thefirmeft  reliance  on  his 
Majefl-y’s  wifdom,  juftice,  and  tender  regard  for  hisfubjedls 
of  this  kingdom  ; but  that  we  fhould  fail  in  our  duty  to  his 
Majefty,  and  defcrt  the  trull:  repofed  ifi  us  by  thofe  we  re-* 
prefent,  fhould  we  longer  defer  laying  before  his  Majefty 
the  real  ftate  of  this  kingdom,  which  we  have  fome  reafoii 
to  fear,  may  not  yet  have  been  fully  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  view.  That  we  prefun^e  to  do'  fo  from  a firm  perfua- 
fion,  that  his  Majefty  will  not  believe  that  we  are  prompted 
to  it  by  the  fpirit  of  faction,  but  impelled  by  the  neceflities 
of  the  kingdom  ; and  that  we  have  nothing  in  view  but  his 
Majefty ’s  honour  and  the  profperity  of  ottr  country.  That 
during  the  late  fuccefsful  war  we  exerted  our  utmoft  efforts 
for  the  fupport  of  his  Majefty’s  Government,  and  fo  raife 
fuch  fupplies  as  his  Majefty  thought  necel?«*ry  for  bis  fer- 
vice,  though  it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  we  could 
even  provide  for  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  fums  we 
were  obliged  to  borrow  for  that  purpofe.  But  at^the  fame 
time  we  could  not  without  the  utmoft  concern  obferve,  tho* 
we  lamented  it  in  filence,  the  great  and  continual  expence 
of  penfions,  and  that  a confiderable  part  of  thofe  fums 
which  were  deftined  for  public  ufes  were  diverted  to  pri- 
vate purpofes.  That  this  is  one  great  caufe  of  the  heavy 
debt  which  opprefles  this  kingdom  ; and  which  we  can 
fcarce  ever  hope  to  difeharge,  deprived  as  we  are  of  thofe 
refources  from  trade,  with  which  the  other  parts  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  dominions  are  blefied.  That  any  confiderable  addi- 
tion to  this  burthen  muft  depopulate  this  kingdom,  already 
much  exhaufted  of  its  inhabitants.  That  we  prefume  with 
all  humility  to  Jay  thefe  our  circumftances  before  his  Ma- 
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jefty,  not  doubting  that  they  will  excite  in  his  Royal  Breaft 
thofe  fentiments  which  are  fo  natural  to  his  Princely  difpoli- 
. tion. 

■ The  failure  of  this  lafl:  mentioned  motion,  occahoned 
another,  viz. : 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to 
acknowledge  with  the  utmoft  gratitude,  his  Majefty’s  graci- 
ous acceptance  of  our  paft  favonrsr  To  alTure  his  Majefty 
of  our  firm  refolution  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  (hall  tend 
moft  to  promote  the  real  intereft  and  honour  of  the  Crown. 
To  exprefs  the  general  fatisfadlion  and  joy  with  which  his 
Majefty’s  moft:  gracious  declaration,  communicated  by  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment at  the  opening  of  the  feftion  was . received,  viz^r, 
'J.hat  hy  the  conclufion  of  a general  peace  we  were  at  length  re- 
lieved from  thofe  hnrthens^  which  were  unavoidable  during  a 
war.  That  the  fttnntlon  of  public  ajfairs  would  permit  a very 
confiderahle  diminution  of  public  expence^  that  nothing  was  to  be 
\jked  but  the  continuance  of  the  fupplies  for  the  fupport  of  the 
ordinary  ejlabhfhments  ^ and  that  his  Majefy  thanked  us  for  our 
pajl  efforts^  without  again  having  recourfe  to  the  experienced  li^ 
berality  of  Parliament^ — That  from  thefe  aflTurances,  we 
drew  the  moft  flattering  expectations  of  reducing  the  na- 
tional debt,  and  relieving  the-impoverifhed  people  from  the 
burthen  of  thofe  taxes  they  were  fo  little  able  to  bear  but 
that  thefe  pleafing  hopes  were  foon  blafted  by  the  unexpect- 
ed requifition  of  fupplies,  to  fupport  a Civil  Eftabiiftiment, 
loaded  with  a long  train  of  penfions,  the  amount  of  whicby 
elxclufive  of  the  French  and  military,  exceeded  the  expence 
of  all*  the  other  branches  of  the  Civil  Eftablifhment,  in  the 
fum  of’ 42,6271.  19s.  2d.  many  of  which  were  publicly 
bought  and  fold  in  the  market.  That  the  number  of  Oificers 
upon  the  Military  'Eftablifhment  is  encreafed,  not  only  far 
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beyond  what  it  ever  was  in  time  of  peace,  but  even  beyond 
what  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  moft  dangerous  war,  and 
would  under  any  reign  but  that  of  his  Majefty,  raife  juft  ap- 
prehenftons  for  the  Conftitution,  not  only  of  this  kingdom, 
but  of  Great  Britain.  That  inftead  of  lix  regiments  of  dra- 
goons and  twenty-fix  of  foot,  (the  moft'  ever  before  feen  in 
this  kingdom)  there  are  now  eight  regiments  of  dragoons, 
and  thirty  of  foot,  befides  the  four  old  regiments  of  hcrfe. 
That  the  expence  of  General  Officers  is  raifed  from  32,000!. 
in  two  years  to  45,000!.  though  there  was  not  a fnfficient 
number  of  them  in  the  kingdom  to  attend  the  laft  reduction 
of  the  forces.  That  the  expence  of  the  Ordnance  is  fwelled 
from  Jo,6ool.  in  two  years  to  45,070!.  independent  of  its 
extraordinary  charges,  which  are  very  confiderable,  though 
the  whole  artillery  of  this  kingdom  is  not  equal  to  the  ord- 
nance of  one  of  his  Majefty 's  fliips  of  war  of  thirty  guns. 
That  every  other  branch  of  the  Military  and  Civil  Eftablifli- 
ments  is  advanced  nearly  in  the  fame  proportion.  That 
from  principles  of  duty  and  afte(ftion  to  his  hlajefty,  we 
granted  the  fupplies  which  were  demanded  from  us  in  his 
Majefty’s  name,  for  the  fupport  of  thefe  feveral  Eftablifli- 
ments,  however  unfuitable  to  the  circumftances  of  the  king- 
dom, however  infupportable  to  the  people.  But  though 
the  warmth  of  our  zeal  and  afteflion  for  his  Majefty  in- 
duced us  thus  liberally  to  grant  thofe  fupplies,  our  duty  to 
him  and  thofe  we  reprefent,  will  not  permit  us  to  conceal 
from  his  Majefty  or  the  public,  the  real  ftate  and  condition 
of  this  kingdom,  which  we  ffiall  lay  before  his  Majefty  with 
all  humility,  and  caft  ourfelves  at  his  Majefty’s  feet,  to  im- 
plore his  Royal  protection  againft  his  Minifters.  That  the 
expence  of  the  prefent  Military  Eftablifliment  amounts  in 
two  years  to_  the  fum  of  980,355!.  19s. — The  Civil  Efta- 
bliffiment  to  242,956!.  10s.  9d.  ; to  which  muft  be  added 
. at  the  moft  moderate  computation  300,000!.  for  the  extra- 
..ordinary  and  contingent  expences  of  Government.  That 
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thefe  fums  added  together  amount  to  the  fum  of  1,523,312!. 
p's.  pd.  That  to  anfwer  this  expence  the  whole  revenue 
of  the  kingdom,  the  additional  as  well  as  hereditary  duties^ 
exclufive  of  the  loan  duties,  which  are  but  barely  fufficient 
to  pay  the  intereft  of  650,000!.  the  prefent  national  debt, 
amount  to  the  fum  of  i,'2093o64l.  at  a medium  for  fourteen 
years  : fo  that  the  expence  of  the  nation  for  thefe  two  laft 
yejljs,  muft  exceed  its  whale  revenue  in  a fum  of 
314^248!.  ps.  pd.  which  deficiency  being  added  to  the  na- 
tional debt,  muft  leave  this  kingdom  at  the  next  meeting  of 
Parliament  near  i,ooo,oool.  in  debt.  That  the  higheft 
eftabliftiments  we  ever  had  in  time  of  peace  in  this  kingdom, 
were  thofe  in  the  two  years  ending  in  March  17553  and  yet 
the  prefent  eftabliftiments  exceed  them  in  the  fum  of 
283,0281.  ps,  pd. — That  during  the  hte  expenfive  war, 
the  eftabliftiments  amounted,  at  a medium,  only  to  the 
of  1,125,7001.  for  two  years  ; fo  that  the  prefent  efbblifh- 
ments  in  a time  of  peace,  exceed  the  eftabliftiments  in  the 
laft  war  in  the  fum  of  97,522!.  ps.  pd.  That  we  have 
already  contrafted  a new  debt  of  ioo,oool.  though  we  ex- 
pelled to  have  difeharged  part  of  the  old.  That  the  im- 
ports, exports,  and  home  confumption  of  this  kingdom 
are  already  taxed  to  the  utmoft  they  can  bear.  That  any 
addition  to  thefe  taxes,  inftead  of  increafing  muft  leffen  the 
revenue.  That  nothing  now  remains  to  be  taxed  but  our 
lands,  which  arc  already  loaded  with  quit- rents,  crown- 
rents,  compofuion  rents,  and  hearth-money.  That  if  the 
prefent  eftabliftiments  are  to  continue,  the  debt  of  the  na-* 
tion  muft  conftantly  increafe,  and  in  the  end  prove  the 
litter  ruin  of  the  kingdom.  That  fuch  is  the  true,  but  me- 
lancholy ftate  of  this  country,  which  nothing  but  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  moft  gracious  declarations,  fignified  to  us  by  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Lord  Lieutenant,  could  have  given  us  confi- 
dence to  have  laid  before  him,  and  which  we  do,  that  his 
Majcfty  may  judge  how  far  his  moft  benevolent  intentions 
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iinve  been  purfiied.  Th'rit  we  prefiime  not  to  point  out 
any  particular  method  of  redrefs,  fully  perfuaded  as  we  are^ 
that  when  his  Majefty  fhall  have  been  thus  fully  informed  of 
our  real  circumftances,  his  wifdom,  his  juftice,  his  huma- 
nity, will  not  permit  the  utter  ruin  of  a dutiful,  a loyal,  an 
afFe<^lionate  people.” 

This  motion  proved  as  unfuccersful  as  the  former  ; but 
taking  the  ftatement  therein  contained  as  true,  it  (hews  the 
fituation  of  this  country  at  that  time.  To  return  now  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
caufes  of  the  tumultuous  fihngs  : — It  was  moved  that  they 
fhould  report  the  whole  matter,  as  it  appeared  to  them, 
fpecially  to  the  Houfe  *,  but  that  motion  being  negatived, 
the  committee  repotted  their  refolutions,  ftating  generally^ 
that  there  had  been  many  treafonable  combinations  and  in- 
furre6fions  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. r^That  thefe 
exceffes  urdefs  reftrained,  muff  be  attended  w‘th  fatal  con- 
fequences  to  the  trade,  credit,  peace,  and  welfare  of  this 
t:ountry.  That  by  a regular  and‘  ftricl  execution  of  the 
laws,  thefe  violences  might  be  reftrained.  That  it  was  the 
duty  of  all  Magiftrates,  &c.  tQ  be  aftive  in  executing  the 
laws,  and  that  it  would  tend  to  fupprefs  and  prevent  the 
like  diforders,  if  Uie  fenfe  of  Parliament  was  declared  and 
publifhed  to  the  people.  A motion  was  made  that  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  refolutions  fhould  be  adjourned,  until  the 
committee  fhould  report  the  faefs  upon  which  fuch  refolu- 
tions were  founded,  which  paifed  in  the  negative  *,  but  an 
addrefs  was  agreed  on  and  prefented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
cxprefling  the  fentlments  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
upon  this  fubjecl. 

It  may  be  thought  an  extraordinary  circumftance,  that 
notwlthftanding  the  general  marks  of  attachment  and  af- 
fe^lion  (hewn  by  every  clafs  of  his  Majefty’s  fubje£ts,  to  his 
Perfon  and  Government  at  the  moment  of  his  acceftion  to 
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the  Throne,  there  fhould  in  the  fhort  period  of  two  or 
three  years,  appear  much  public  difcont’ent,  and  a moft  un- 
expected decreafe  of  that  loyalty  and  zeal  which  had  been 
fo  recently  expreffed  by  the  People  towards  their  Sovereign. 
In  Great  Bricain  particularly,  dally  complaints  ifliied  from 
the  Prefs,  with  lometimes  illiberal  and  indecent  reflexions 
on  thofe  in  power,  and  even  the  charaXer  of  the  firfl:  Per- 
fonage  in  the  State  did  not  efcape  its  licentioufnefs.  It 
was  at  this  time  that  the  celebrated  Mr.  Wilks  publiflied  a 
Paper  called  the  North  Briton,  which  became  lo  much  the 
fubjeX  of  animadverflon.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Eng- 
land  upon  this  occaflon  addrefled  his  Majefty,  declaring 
their  difapprobation  of  fuch  proceedings,  and  their  attach- 
ment to  his  Royal  Perfon  and  Authority.  In  like  manner 
the  Commons  of  Ireland  agreed  to  an  Addrefs,  in  which 
they  thus  exprefled  themfelves  : 

<‘Wenow  think  ourfelves,  in  a very  particular  manner, 
called  upon  to  make  the  moft  folemn  and  public  declarations 
of  our  inviolable  duty  and  attachment  to  your  Majefty,  when 
the  moft  infamous  and  flagitious  libels  have  been  publifhed 
and  circulated  through  your  kingdom,'  filled  with  the 
grolTeft  infults  to  your  Majefty^s  facred  Perfon  and  Royal 
Authority,  violating  every  rule  of  decency,  order,  and 
Government,  and  tending  to  ftir  up,  through  all  ranks  of 
your  Majefty’s  fubjeXs,  a fpirit  of  difcontent  and  of  dif- 
obedience  to  their  Prince,  the  Laws,  and  the  Conftitution. 

As  thefe  audacious  and  outrageous  attempts  have  been 
deemed  fitting  objeXs  for  the  juft  and  exemplary  cenfure 
of  the  Legiflature  of  Great  Britaitiy  we  think  it  cannot  be 
unfeafonable,  and  we  hope  it  will  not  be  unacceptable  to 
your  Majefty,  that  we  alfo  exprefs  our  utter  deteftation  and 
abhorrence  of  fuch  infolent  and  wicked  praXices.’^  (a) 

Thus 


(a)  Comm,  Journ,  V.  xiii. 
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Thus  wc  fee  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  Ireland  kept  pace 
with  that  of  every  other 'part  of  his  Majefty^s  dominions. 

Without  minutely  enquiring  into  tlie  caufes  of  thefe 
early  difcontents,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  two  meafures 
had  taken  place  at  the  commencement  of  this  reign,  by  no 
means  agreeable  to  the  general  Inclinations  of  the  people. — 
The  firft  was,  the  removal  of  Mr.  Fitt,  who  as  a Minifter, 
ftood  high  in  the  public  eftimation  ; the  fecond  was  the 
conclufion  of  the  war,  at  a time  and  in  a manner  that  was 
much  difapproved  of.  But  It  is  necellary  to  coniine  our  ob^ 
fervations  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland. 

In  May  1764,  the  Parliamentary  Seffion  was  clofed,  and 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  gave  the  Royal  AiTent  to  the  following 
amongft  feveral  other  Bills,  viz.  : An  aft  for  indemnifying 
all  fuch  perfons  as  had  been  or  fliould  be  aiding  in  the  dif- 
perfing  of  riots,  and  apprehending  the  rioters  ; and  an  aft 
for  confirming  the  titles,  and  for  quieting  the  poiTeiiions  of 
Proteflants,  and  for  giving  time  to  converts  from  Popery,  to 
perform  the  requifites  of  conformity  preferibed  by  the  laws 
againft  Popery.  The  fame  Lords-Juftices  were  appointed  as 
before  *,  but  the  Frimaie  (a)  and  the  Earl  of  Shannon  having 
both  died  in  December  following,  the  then  Lord  Chancellor 
Bowes  was  appointed  in  their  Read. 


/aj  Right  Rev,  Geo.  Sione, 
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CHAPTER  III. 

S(J/ions  tpened  In  1 765. — Motion  for  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majef  y 
on  the  Suhje5l  of  Penjions, — The  like  relative  to  the  Judges. — 
Bill  for  litfiiting  the  duration  of  Parliaments. — Addrefs  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  thereupon. — His  Anfwer.—The  like  to  his 
Majefy. — His  Majeffs  Anfiver.^  -The  Citizens  of  Dublin 
inJiruB  their  Reprefentatives. — Bill  introduced  to  prevent  the 
buying  and  felling  Public  Offices  ^ isfc. — Bill  to  prevent  tumuL 
tuous  r'fings. — State  of  the  Revenue. — National  Debt. — Trial, 
of  Rev.  N.  Sheehy, — Lor ds-Juf  ices. — Seffions  concluded, — 
Opened  under  Lord  Tovonfiend. — Judges  Bill  rejecled.^-^ 
OBennial  BUI. -^Addrefs  to  his  Majefy.~-‘^Proceedtngs  con^ 
cerning  an  Augmentation  of  the  Army. — Enquiry  into  the 
Military  Efablifment^—Dijfolution  of  Parliament. 

The  Seffions  of  1765,  was  opened  by  the  Earl  of  HerU 
ford ; — The  minority  of  the  Commons  continued  ftill 
defirous  of  a redu’ftion  of  public  expences,  particularly  the^ 
Pepfion  Lift,  and  again  ftruggled  to  obtain  an  for  limit- 
ing the  duration  of  Parliaments.  Accordingly  a motion; 
was  made  as  follows  : “ That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty  to  afliire  him  of  our  inviolable  duty 
and  zealous  attachment  to  his  Perfon  and  Government. — • 
That  it  affe<fts  us  with  the  decpeft  forrow,  to  find  that  the' 
penfions  in  general  on  the  eftabliffiment  of  this  kingdom 
have  greatly  increafed  of  late  years,  infomuch  as  to  have 
amounted  to  the  fum  of  158,685!.  4s.  S|d.  in  the  two 
years  ending  at  Lady-day  1765.  That  many  of  thefe  pen- 
lions  have  been  granted  for  long  terms  of  years,  and  for 
lives,  and  have  been  made  payable  out  of  the  revenue  at 
large.  That  they  have  long  been  the  caufes  of  filent  dif- 
quietude ; and  are  of  late  become  the  fubjeifts  of  univerfal 
murmur  and  complaint.  That  we  ftiould  think  it  a breach 
the  truft  repofed  in  us,  longer  to  conceal  from  his  Ma- 

jefty 
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jefiy  she  grievances  of  his  faithful  fubjefts,  and  by  fuch 
.omiflion  to  poftpone  for  a day  that  redrefs,  which  with  the 
utmoft  confidence  we  expedl  from  the  dictates  of  paternal 
affection,  and  the  fuggefiions  of  Royal  Jufiice.’^  This  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

Some  ineffectual  attempts  were  now  made  to  render  the 
Judges  independent  of  the  Crown,  and  to  obtain  a law  for 
snaking  their  commiffions  “ ^uam  diu  fe  bene  gejferint.^' — 
It  was  likewife  moved,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  exprefling  jn  the  ftrongeft  terms  the 
full  confidence  of  his  ever-loyar  fubjeCts  of  Ireland^  in  his 
Majefty’s  juftice  and  parental  affeCtion  for  this  kingdom  ; 
and  reprefenting  to  his  Majefty  that  his  faithfpl  Commons 
pf  Ireland,  apprehending  that  it  is  a p?rt  of  their  bounden 
duty,  to  lay  before  his  Majefty  for  .hjs  consideration,  fucli 
grievances  of  his  people,  as  they  judge  to  be  moft  deferving 
pf  his  notice,  and  as  they  fear  he  may  not  otherwife  J)C 
folly  informed  of,  from  a fenfe  of  that  duty  prefume  to  ac- 
quaint his  Majefty,  that  iii  many  inftances  the  laws  of  tbis 
land  are  lefs  reported  tp,  revered  and  pbferved,  by  the  lower 
clafs  of  people  at  this  time,  than  has  been  ufual  heretofore 
in  this  kingdom,  or  than  is  becoming  a people  who  enjoy 
the  blefiings  of  a free  Government,  of  which  the  comn^o- 
fions  in  the  fcveral  parts  of  this  kingdom,  are  but  too  plain 
and  ftriking  examples.  That  orie  principal  fource  of  thefe 
evils  corfifts  in  the  appointing  perfons  of  mean  abilities,  and 
totally  unacquainted  with  the  ftate  and  rhunicipal  conftitu- 
tions  of  Ireland^  to  the  miniftration  of  juftice  in  the  fupreme 
Courts  of  Law  in  this  kingdom  j by  the  means  of  which, 
all  law-fuits  are  protracted  to  an  exceffive  length,  and  the 
expences  of  them  are  rendered  intolerable  j tlie  fecurity  of 
perfons,  of  life  and  of  property,  are  daily  diminilhed  and 
made  more  precarious ; the  laws  inftead  of  being  confidered 
as  ibc  protection,  are  become  the  opprefiion  of  the  people^ 

‘ ' ^ ‘ ’ and 
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and  in  the  place  of  being  obeyed  and  loved,  appear  too 
often  contemptible  or  difgufting,  from  the  incapacity  which 
fometimes  is  found  in  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  ex- 
ecution of  them.  That  your  Majefty’s  faithful  Commons, 
in  this  their  humble  reprefentation,  are  by  no  means  defirous 
of  making  any  diftinc^lion  between  the  fubjects  of  different 
parts  of  your  Majefty's  dominions;  with' gratitude  they  ac- 
knowledge that  in  former  times,  Judges  of  the  moft  illuf- 
trious  abilities  have  been  fent  from  Great  Britain  into  this 
kingdom,  to  the  furtherance  of  juftice,  and  the  manifeft 
advantage  of  Ireland^  particularly  in  tlie  inftance  of  that 
great  man,  (a)  who  has  fo  long  and  fo  ably  prefided  in 
your  Majefty’s  High  Court  of  Chancery,  to  the  unlverfal  fa- 
tisfaefion  of  all  ranks  of  people  ; neither  can  they  with  juf- 
tice  omit  expreiling  their  approbation  of  fuch  of  our  prefent 
Judges  as  are  natives  of  this  kingdom,  whofe  condudt  and 
abilities  are,  in  their  opinion,  irreproachable.  That  your 
Majefty’s  faithful  Commons  do  not  prefume  to  point  out  to 
your  Majefty  any  remedy  for  thefe  evils,  relying  with  the 
firmed  confidence  on  your  Majefty’s  wifdom  and  experi- 
enced affedion  for  your  whole  people.”  (h)  This  motion 
was  negatived. 

The  limitation  of  Parliaments,  being  now  more  than  ever, 
a favourite  objeeft,  feveral  addreffes  and  refolutions  in  be- 
half of  that  meafure  were  carried  at  different  county  meet- 
jnps.  The  citizens  of  Dublin  publicly  declared  their  fenti- 
ments,  and  inftructed  their  reprefentatives  to  exert  their 

moft 

■ . (a)  The  Judges  at  this  time,  were  Lord  Chancellor  Bo^a^es,  Lord  Cliicf 
Juftice  John  Gore,  Juftices  Charlet  Rollnfon  and  VV.  Scott  in  the  King’s  Bench. 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Richard  Afou,  Robert  French  and  Robert  Marjhal, 

in  the  CoTnmon  Pleas,  and  I.ord  Chief  Baron  Ed<u.ard  Willes,  Avith  Barons 
Rddard  Meuntney  and  Arthur  Da-u-Jon,  in  the  Exchequer.— Chief  Juftice 
yifon,  foon  after  retired  to  EnAand,  where  he  accepted  the  place  of  a puifnc 
Judge  : he  v/as  fucceeded  in  the  Common  Pleas  here  by  R.  Clayton,  x:.lq. 
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nioft  ftrenuous  endeavours  to  obtain  a law  for  that  pur- 
pofe. All  this,  however,  proved  fruitlefs  ; a bill  for 
that  purpofe  was  introduced,  agreed  to,  and  tranfmitted  ; 
but  arrefted  in  its  progrefs  by  the  Englifh  Privy  Council. — 
The  Houfe  of  Commons  finding  the  bill  was  not  duly  re- 
turned, prefented  an  Addrefs  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  pray- 
ing he  would  promote  its  return,  if  he  had  not  already  an 
afiurance  of  it  *,  by  laying  before  his  Majefiy  the  humble 
but  fervent  defires  of  his  ever-faithful  Commons,  animated 
and  called  upon  by  the  univerfal  voice  of  his  Majefiy’s  loyal 
people  of  Ireland,  who  confidered  that  bill  as  necefiary  to 
the  prefervatiori  of  their  fundamental  rights,  and  to  the  pro- 
;notion  of  the  Proteftant  religion  in  this  kingdom.  To  the 
addrefs  his  Excellency  returned  the  following  anfwer  : I 
have  received  information  of  the  mod  authentic  nature, 
that  the  bill  for  limiting  the  duration  of  Parliaments  will 

not 


(^a)  The  Merchants,  Traders,  Freeholders  and  Citizens  of  Dublin, 
prefented  the  following  Addrefs  to  their  Reprefentatives  : 

Gentjlemen, 

“ Haying  authentic  intelligence  that  the  Bill  upon  which  the  Froteflant 
sntereft,  and  freedom  of  this  kingdom  depend,  is  dropped  in  Great  Bri- 
tain ; and  finding  that  every  attempt  made  Ly  the  Commons  of  Ireland, 
flrengtbencd  by  the  united  and  general  voice  of  all  ranks  and  denomina- 
tions of  Proteftants,  to  obtain  a law  for  limiting  the  duration  of  Parlia- 
ments, has  hitherto  proved  ineffedlual.  We  cannot  but  think  the  Commons 
ot  this  kingdom  avUI  Hand  juflifiedin  following  the  example  given  by  the 
Commons  of  England  on  a fimilar  occafion,  at  the  late  glorious  Revolution, 
that  grand  sera  of  BrltiHi  Liberty. — We,  therefore,  as  Citizens  and  Free- 
holders of  this  Metropolis,  thinking  ourfelves  bound  to  ftand  foremofl:  in  all 
national  meafures,  have  taken  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  declare  our  fen- 
timents  upon  this  moft  interefting  event,  and  to  entreat  that  you  will  never 
give  ypur  alTent  to  any  Money  Bill  of  longer  duration  than  three  months, 
’till  a law  pafles  in  this  kingdom  for  a Septennial  Limitation  of  Parlia- 
ment, 

(Signed  by  IVm.  Rutledge  and  Richard  French^  Efqrs.  High  Sheriffs, 
and  upw'ards  of  8co  Merchants  and  Traders.) 
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not  be  returned  during  this  Seflion  : I fhall,  however,  fully 
lay  before  his  Majefty  the  fentiments  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, contained  in  this  addrefs,  and  £hall  renew  the  repre* 
fentations  which  I have  already  made,  in  the  ftrongeft  and 
warmed  manner,  in  favour  of  fuch  a law.” 

The  Houfe  of  Coi^mons  now  determined  on  an  Addrefs 
to  his  Majefty,  which  v/as  transmitted  in  thefe  wor4s  : 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  Majedy’s  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeffs,  the 
Commons  of  Irelmidy  in  Parliament  alTembled,  beg  leave  to 
approach  your  Throne,  and  with  all  hujr/lity  to  tedify  our 
ardent  and  inviolable  attachment  to  your  facred  Perfon  and 
Government,  and  to  implore  that  your  Majedy  willfuifer  us 
to  prefent  to  you  the  univerfal  prayers  of  your  loyal  people 
of  Irelandy  in  aftidance  of  the  reprefentations  and  endea- 
vours of  the  Chief  Governor  of  this  kingdom  towards  in-r 
ducing  your  Majedy,  iji  year  Royal  beneficence,  to  return 
to  your  mod  faithful  fubje^ls,  the  biU  tranfmitt^d  to  Great 
Britain  for  limiting  the  duration  of  Parliament.”  His  Ma- 
jedy was  afterwards  pleafed  to  return  the  following’ anfwer  ; 

His  Majedy  has  received  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  ^ 
Commons,  on  the  fubjeft  of  a bill,  fome  time  fince  tranf- 
mitted,  for  limiting  the  duration  of  Parliaments.  The  fen- 
timents of  his  faithful  Commons,  were  already  known  tQ 
his  Majedy,  by  their  paffing  the  heads  of,  that  bill,  nor  can 
any  folicitation  add  weight  to  that  antient  and  conditutional 
way  of  fignifying  their  defires  on  the  like  occafions.  His 
Majedy  will  always  have  the  highed  fatisfaflion  in  comply- 
• ing  with  the  vvifiies  of  his  faithful  Commons  ; but  no  coii- 
fideration  can  prevail  with  his  Majedy  to  fwerve  from  tha]: 
jndifpenfable  duty,  which  the  Conditution  preferibes  to  him, 
of  concurring  in  fuch  provifion  only,  aic  on  mature  delibera- 
tion, and  advice  of  his  Council,  appear  to  him,  at  the  time, 

calculate^ 
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•calculated  to  promote  the  true  iatereft  and  happmefs  of  his 
people.’^  * 

A Bill  was  introduced  this  SefuGU,  “ to  prevent  the  buying 
4ind felling  of  o^ces  which  concern  the  t^dminijlration  cf  jujiicey 
€r  the  colleBion  of  his  Majefys  revenue but  it  mifcarried 
in  the  Commons,  f 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  thecaufes  of  the 
•infurredtion  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  kingdom,  now  re- 
ported it  as  their  opinion,  “ That  if  a law  was  pafTed,  that 
any  number  of  perfons  alTembliiig  by  night  and  wilfully  and 
malicioufly  deftroying  any  kind  of  .corn,  in  any  manner 
whatfoever,  cutting  down,  digging  up  or  breaking  of  trees, 
levelling  walls  or  ditches,  or  digging  up  ground,  fhould  be 
guilty  of  felony,  it  would  be  a means  of  preventing  the 
like  infurreefions  for  the  future.^’— A Bill  for  preventing 
tumultuous  rijings  was  therefore  palTcd,  and  received  the 
Royal  AfTent  : A Bill  likewife  paiTed  for  the  better  regulate 
ing  of  trials  in  cafes  of  felony  and  ireafon. 

In  17^5,  the  revenue,  althcugh  confiderably  increafed, 
wac  yet  fo  far  fhort  of  the  expences  of  Government,  that 
ioo,oool.  was  diredred  to  be  raifed  at  4I.  per  cent,  and  the 
principal  due  upon  the  different  loans,  ordered  to  be  con- 
iblidated  into  one  fum,  making  in  the  whole  595,000!. 
at  5I.  per  cent,  which  remained  due  at  Lady-day.  The  debt 
of  the  nation  then  amounted  to  50838741.  5s.  pjd.  There 
was  this  year,  a great  fcarcity  of  grain,  and  what  was  felt 
more  feverely  by  the  lower  ranks,  a failure  of  potatoes.  In 
VoL.  I.  p confequence 

* Comm.  Journ.  V.  xlv. 

. f Another  Bill,  for  “ better  fictr/ntg  the  LiL'crty  of  the  Subjedtf  pailb^ 

iii,the  Commons,  and  was  tranimitt^d  as'ufual-;  but  not  returned. 
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conrequence  of  which  two  a6ls  were  palTcd  j-  one  to  ftop  the 
diftilleries  for  a certain  time ; the  natural  confequehce"  ot 
which  was,  a decreafe  in  the  excife  ; and  the  other,  to  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  corn;  which  laft  meafure-,  according 
to  the  fpeech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  prevented  th'e  qala- 
^ mity  of  famine.  ' ■ : ’ ■■ 

Amongfl:  the  public  occurrences  of  this  time,  the  fate  of 
a Roman  Catholic  Clergyman,  • who  had  been  impHcate'd  In 
the  J^hite-boy  difturbances,  drew  fome  attention  This  was 
the  Rev.  Nicholas  Sheehyy  who  being  accufed  vyith  abetting 
thefe  offenders,  was  tried  for  High  Treafafiy  in  the  Court  qf 
King’s  Bench,  lothFeb.  1765,  and  acquitted.  But  being 
afterwards  indicted  with  feveral  others  for  the  murder  of 
one  Jehti  Bridges y he  was  tried  for  that  offence  at  Clonmdl 
the  1 2th  Marph  following;  found  guilty,  and  executed. 
The  condemnation  of  Mr.  Sheehyy  occafioned  great  diffatis- 
fa^tion  and  complaint  amongfi:  the  Roman  Catholics  in  ge- 
neral ; arid  the  proceedings  on  his  trial,-  (which  lafted  about 
ten  hours)  became  the  fubjedl:  qf  much  animadverfion.  Bqt 
it  mufl  be  remarked,  that  what  he  principally  attempted  to 
prove,  viz.  an  alibi,  is  of  all  - defences  the  rnofl:  hazardous’, 
qnd  if  not  indifputably  eflablifhed,  * the  mofl  fatal  to  a 
culprit.  '■  ' ..  • • - ■ , ’ — 

It  has  been  ^fferted,  that  amongfl;  the  tweke  perfons  of 
whom  the  Jury  on  this  trial  confided,  not  one  of  them  died 
paturally  : the  fadl  is  not  true,  in  general ; but,  It  is  know?i 
that  fqrne  of  them  met  with  an  untimely  en4.  ■ However,  it 
does  not  feem  that  any  inference  can  be  reafonably  drawqi 
from  that  circumOance.  A perfon  of  the  name  of  Wleaghan 
was  alfo  convided  of  the  fame  charge,  by  another  Jury,  and 
executed  along  with  Mr.  Sheehy.  It  w^as  attempted  at  this 
trial  to  be  proved'  that  Bridges  had  adlually  left  this  country^ 
and  then  refided  in  France^  but  there  was  foniething  contra- 
. .T  / - - • • ‘ didory 
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dliScory  in  the  evidence,  which  deftroyed  its  credibility.  In- 
deed it  appears  to  have  been  a fettled  principle  of  law,  in  all 
cafes  of  murder^  that  the  death  of  the  party  muft  be  fuUy 
proved^  and  fhould  be  the  firjl  piece  of  evidence  offered  on 
fuch  occafions. 

The  SefRon,  which  was  clofed  in  Jane  176.0,  .was  again 
opened  :?oth  Oflober  1767.  luoYd  TownJJjend^  then  Lord 
Lieutenant,  in  his  fpeech  informed  both  Houfes,  that  as 
nothing  could  be  more  conducive  to  the  honour  of  the 
Crown  and  liberties  of  the  People,  than  the  independency 
and  uprightnefs  of  the  Judges  of  the  land,  in  the  impartial 
adminiftration  of  judice  *,  he  had  it  in  charge  from  his  Ma- 
jeAy  to  recommend  this  iatereding  object  to  Parliament, 
that  fuch  provihon  might  be  made  for  fecuring  the  Judges 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  olHces  and  appointments  during 
their  good  behaviour,  as  fliould  be  thought  mod  expedient. 

Wenov/  arrive  at  the  commencement  of  an  Adminidra- 
ticn,  which  continued  far  beyond  the  accufeomed  period, 
and  produced  therefore  a greater  variety  of  incidents.  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  proceeded  to  prepare  a Bill,  for  making 
the  CommiAions  of  the  Judges  to  continue  qiiam  dm  fe  bene 
gejfennt.  It  was  accordingly  tranfmitted,  and  returned,  but 
on  comparing  the  Bill  returned,  with  the  tranTmifs,  an  al- 
teration was  difeovered,  which  induced  the  Commons  to  re- 
jed't  it  totally.  The  nation,  however,  was  highly  gratified 
by  the  fuccefs  of  the  long-dcdred.  Bill  for  limiting  the  dura- 
tion of  Parliament.  A Septennial  Bill  was  tranfnitted  ; it 
was  returned  with  an  alteration  in  point  of  time,  being 
changed  into  an  Oclennial  Bill  : this,  though  designed  for  its 
deAruftion,  did  not  prevent  its  paAing  into  a lav/,  and  the 
Government  of  Lord  TcujnjJjend  was  thus  far  rendered  po- 

E 2 ‘ pular, 

* At  the  CDiiclaliun  of  Lord  Hertford's  Adniinlflratiou,  Chanceltor 
the  Eail  of  Hrogheda^^vA  ’John  Ponfttihy^T'Ailvs.  were  appoiilted  Z&.’./f-' 
— The  Chanulior  died  iivthe  Govcruniefit,  on  a2ti  July  1767. 
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puhr,  by  an  a^l  limiting  the  duration  of  Parliament  to  eight 
years. 

Whoever  confiders  the  nature  of  Parliaments,  muft  be 
convinced,  tnat  thi&  was  a neceflary  and  conftitutional  mea- 
fure.  The  long  duration  of  Parliaments  had  become  an  in- 
tolerable grievance,  highly  prejudicial  to  the  liberty  of  the 
fubje^t.  Great  Britain  had  guarded  againft  fuch  an  evil,  by 
a Septennial  Bill : and  fuch  a law  was  founded  in  the  very 
fpirit  of  the  Britifh  Conftitutjon. 

The  people  of  England  were  fo  fenfible  of  this  principle, 
that  in  the  time  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole’s  Adminiftration,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  repeal  the  Septennial  Bill,  and  make 
the  duration  of  Parliaments  much  fliorter.  The  people, 
(faid  Sir  John  St.  Aubin  on  that  occafion)  have  an  unquef- 
tionable  right  to  frequent  new  Parliaments  by  antient  ufage  ; 
and  this  ufage  has  been  confirmed  by  feveral  laws,  which 
have  been  progreffively  made  by  our  anceftors,  as  often  as 
they  found  it  neceflary  to  infift  on  this  efTential  privilege. 
Parliaments  w'ere  generally  annual,  but  never  continued 
longer  than  three  years,  hill  the  remarkable  reign  of  Henry 
the  Vlllth.  Charles  the  Second^  took  a diflike  to  Parliaments 
in  the  life-time  of  his  father,  and  became  extremely  defirous 
to  lay  them  afide  ; in  effect  he  did  fo,  for  he  'obtained  a Par- 
liament, which  by  its  long  duration,  like  an  army  of  vete- 
rans, became  fo  exaciiy  difclplined  to  his  own  meafures, 
that  they  knew  no  other  command,  but  from  that  perfon 
who  gave  them  pay.  Hence  they  obtained  the  opprobrious 
name  of  the  'Bcnficn  Parliament,,  ' ' ■ ' 

At  the  time  of  the  PwCvolution,  the  people  made  a frefh 
claim  of  their  antient  privileges  : and  as  they  had  fo  lately 
experienced  the  misfortune  of  long  and  fervile  Parliaments, 
it  was  then  declared  l;hat  they  fhould  held  frequently. 

•U  . , , , . ...  ..  . 
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In  fa£l:,  long  Parliaments  give  the  Minifter  an  opportu- 
nity of  getting  acquaintance  with  the  Members,  and  of 
praftifing  his  feveral  arts  to  win  them  into  his  fchemes. 
For  which  reafon  (hort  Parliaments  have  been  much  lefs  cor- 
rupt ; and  it  has  been  obferved,  that  like  Ifreams  of  water, 
they  always  grow  more  impure,  the  greater  diflancc  they  run 
, from  the  fountain-head. 

The  Octennial  Bill,  being  returned,  the  Commons  voted 
the  following  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  : 

“ Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

‘‘  We  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje£ls  the 
Commons  of  Ireland  in  Parliament  aftembled,  befeech  your 
Majefty  to  accept  our  unfeigned  and  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments, for  the  condefeenfion  which  your  Majefty  has  fo  ftg- 
nally  manifefted  to  your  fubjedts  of  this  kingdom,  in  return- 
ing the  Bill  for  limiting  the  duration  of  Parliaments,  which 
we  conftder  not  only  as  a gracious  mark  of  paternal  Benevo- 
lence, but  as  a wife  refult  of  P*.oyal  deliberation.’’ 

The  Bill  for  regulating  the  Commiftions  of  Judges,  not- 
withftanding  the  recommendation  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s 
fpeech  mifearried,  it  was  prepared  and  tranfmitted  ; but 
being  returned  with  certain  alterations  it  was  (for  the  pre- 
fent)  rejedled. 

A Meflage  was  delivered  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  ac- 
quainting the  Houfe,  that  his  Majefty  required  for  the  pub- 
lic fervice,  that  fome  of  the  troops  on  the  Irifh  Eftablifh- 
ment  ftiould  be  employed  abroad  *,  and  that  as  it  might  be 
expedient  that  a number  of  troops  not  lefs  than  12,000  in- 
cluding Officers,  fliould  be  kept  within  this  kingdom  for  its 
better  defence,  excluftve  of  fuch  as  might  be  employed  elfe- 

E 3 where, 
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^vhere,  his  IVbjefty  thought  it  neceffary  that  his  army'  ort 
this  Efbblidiment  fhould  be  augmented  to  15,235  men  tti 
the  whole  ; of  which  number  1 2,000  fhould  be  kept  in  this 
kingdom,  therefore  his  Excellency  had  ordered  a plan  and 
eftimate  of  the  charge  to  be  laid  before  them.— A motion 
was  thereupon  made  and  carried,  That  an  humble  Addrefs 
be  pfefenteci  to  his  Excellency,  expreffing  the  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments of  that  Houfe  to  his  Majefty  for  his  gracious 
attention  to  the  defence  of  this  kingdom : and  toalfurehis- 
Excellency  of  the  invariable  refolution  of  that  Houfe,  to 
contribute  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  and  as  far  as  the 
Circumftances  of  thofe  they  reprefented  would  admit,  to  the 
fupport  of  his  Majefty’s  Government  with  dignity  and  ho- 
nour. At  the  fame  time  to  inform  his  Excellency  of  the 
heavy  debt  of  this  nation,  which  the  Houfe  upon  mature 
deliberation  in  the  prefent  Seffion  had  conlidered  as  likely 
to  increafe  in  the  next  two  years,  by  the  ordinary  expences 
of  the  prefent  eftablifhment  only  ; in  confequence  of  which 
opinion,  they  had  lately  paffed  an  afl  of  credit^  to  enable 
Government  to  borrow  a further  fum  of  ioo,oool.  and 
humbly  to  acquaint  his  Excellency^  that  the  Houfe,  finding 
the  nation  at  this  time,  under  thefe  circumftances,  and  not 
having  an  opportunity  fo  late  in  the  Seffion,  to  reeonlider 
the  hate  and  refource  of  the  country,  could  not  give  their 
concurrence  to  any  meafure  which  might  be  attended  with  a 
confiderable  additional  expence. 

A committee  was  at  this  time  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  ftate  of  the  military  eftablifhment,  and  alfo  into  the  ap- 
plication of  the  money  granted  for  its  fupport  from  25th 
March  1751.— And  the  refult  of  this  enquiry  fhevved  mani- 
fefl  mircondu(ft,  as  appears  from  the  report  at  large  and  the 
returns  thereunto  annexed  : * part  of  tlie  report  runs  thus  : 

“ Your 

* See  Comm.  Journ,  Yoi. 
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Yohr  committee  beg  leave  to  take  notice  that  the  entire 
redudlion  of  the  army  aftdf  the  conclulion  of  the  peace,  did 
not  take  place 'till  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1^64,  and 
that  it  appears  front  the  return  of  the  Quart e'r-Mafter- Ge- 
neral, that  there  were  great  deficiencies  Irt  the  feveral  regi- 
ments then  upon  the  eftabliftiment,’  at  the  feveral  quarterfy 
mufters  comprized  in  faid  paper,  which  precede  the  month 
of  January  1765  *,  the  full  pay  of  fiich  vacancies  muft  amount 
to  a very  large  furh,  and  ought  as  your  committee  appre- 
hends, to  have  been  returried  a!s  a faving  to  the  nation,  ef- 
pecially  as  it  appeared  to  your  committee,  that  orders  were 
iflued  by  Government,  not  to  recruit  the  regiments  iritetidecl 
to  be  reduced." — Upon  the  whole,  it  was  refolved  that  an 
Addrefs  fiiould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  lay  before 
him  the  report  of  the  faid  committee';  to  acknowledge  his 
tonfiant  attention  t6  the  welfare  of  his  people ; to  exprefsi 
the  utmofi:  confidence  in  Kis  Majefty 's  wifdcm,  that  if  upon 
fuch  reprefentation  any  reformation  in  th^*.  faid  eftablifhment 
fhould  appear  necelTary  to  his  Majefty^  fuch  alteration  would 
be  made  therein  as  would  better  provide  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  kingdom,  and  at  the  fame  time  reduci  the  expence  of 
the  faid  eftabliftiment,  in  fuch  a manner  as  might  be  more 
iiiitable  to  the  cifcumftauces  of  the  nation. 

fn  confequence  of  the  Oeftennial  Bill,  the  Parliament  waa 
diftblved  in  1768,  and  a new  on'e  elected. 

From  what  has  been  ftated,  we  have  melancholy  but  ind  f- 
putable  proof  of  the  im.poveriflied  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  6;- 
prefled  as  it  was  at  this  period,  by  a rapidly  increaling  debt, 
burthenfome  taxes,  unnecefiary  expences,  places  and  pen- 
fions^  and  evident  mifapplication  of  the  public  money.— 

Under 
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Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  Reprefentatives  of  the' 
People  made  fome  ineffedlual  efforts  for  the  relief  of  the 
country  ; but  the  baneful  influence  of  political  corruption 
flill  prevailed  : nor  can  it  be  prefumed  that  great  defldera- 
tum,  the  OBennial  Billy  would  hav-e  been  accomplilhed, 
had  not  the  public  voice  fo  ftrongly  feconded  fuch  Parlia- 
liamentary  exertions  as  were  ufed  to  obtain  it* 


t' 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


^ejfions  in  1769.— Jfr.  Vonfonhy  eleBed  Zpealer  by  the  Commons. 
ABfor  punipnng  the  HearUof-f  eel-boys.— Money  Bill  origi- 
nated in  the  Priify  Council. — Proceedings  thereon. — Motion  in 
the  Hotife  of  Lords. — Protejl. — Libel  on  the  Ir  'fh  Parliament 
ordered  to  be  burned. — Lord  Lieutenant  protefs  dgainf  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Commons. — His  Speech  at  the  clofe  of  the 
Sejftons. — Augmentation  of  the  Army. — State  of  the  Public 
Accounts  in  1769. 


The  Seflions  In  1769  opened  with  a new  Parliament.— 
fohn  Ponfonbyy  £fq.  was  eledled  Speaker  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  : — Another  rhelTage  was  received  from  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  intimating  his  Majefty’s  defire  that  the 
Military  Eftablifliment  fhould  be  augmented. 

An  a£t  was  now  pafled  in  confequence  of  the  infurreflion 
of  the  Steel-boys  in  the  North,  the  circumftances  of  which 
have  been  already  noticed.  This  afl  was  not  only  remark- 
ably fevere,  but  confidered  as  highly  unconftitutional  ; a. 
power  having  thereby  been  given  to  try  the  offenders  out  of 
the  refpe£tive  counties  in  which  the  offences  might  be  com- 
mitted : And  fo  ftrongly  was  this  proceeding  held  in  detef- 
tation,  that  in  the  very  firfl  inftance  fome  of  the  delinquents 
who  were  brought  for  trial  to  Dublin,  were  there  acquitted, 

to 
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to  the  general  fatisfa(5lIon  of  the  public.  It  was  fome  tlmd 
afterwards  found  expedient  that  this  fhould  be  repealed. 

Little  more  was  done  than  the  common  routine  of  bufirref^' 
during  this  fhort  Seffion,  which  lafted  only  from  1 7th  Odto-" 
her  1769  to  26th  December  following.— But  an  attack  hav- 
ing been  made  on  the  legiflative  powers  of  this  kingdom,  by 
the  origination  of  a Money  Bill  in  the  Privy  Council,  it  was 
moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  that  a Bill,  entitled  ‘‘  An 
z6t  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  the  feveral  duties,  rates,  im- 
pohtiohs  and  taxes,  therein  particularly  exprefl'ed,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  Turns  therein  pro- 
vided for,  and  towards'  the  difcharge  of  the  faid  principal 
fums”  fliould  be  then  read  ; which  being  don’e,  it  was  moved, 
thut  the  Bill  fhould  be  read  a fecond  time  on  the  day  follow- 
ing. This  motion  was  negatived  ; and  it  was  refolved  that 
fuch  Bill  was  rejeded,  becaufe  it  did  not  take  its  rife  in  that 
Houfe. 

It  v^as  fufp'efled,’  that  in  confequence  of  thi?  proceedings’ 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  an  intention  to  enter  a protefii 
againft  it,  and  therefore  a motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  “ That  the  Speaker  of  this  Houfe  be  defired  that  no' 
proteft,  of  any  perfon  whomfbever,  who  ' is’  not  a Lord  of 
Parliament  and  a Member  of  this  Ploufe,  and  which  doth  not 
refpe^  a matcer  which  had  been  preVioufly  in'  queftion  before' 
this  Houfe,  and  wherein  the  Lord  protefting  had  taken  parC 
with  the  minority,  either  in  perfon  or  by  proxy,  be  entered' 
in  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe.”  This  motion  being  negatived^ 
o'"calioned  the  following  Proteft  : 

Dissentient, 

Firft,  Becaufe  we  conceive  that  it  is  the  foie  and  excluftvc 
right  and  privilege  of  a Lord  of  Parliament  and  a Member 
of  this  Houfe,  to  have  bis  Proteft  entered  in  the  Journals  of 

this 
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tkis  Houfe  ; and  that  even  a Lord  of  Parliament  and  a Mem- 
ber of  this  Houfe  cannot  have  his  Proteft  fo  entered,  except 
upon  a matter  previoufly  in  queftion  before  this  Houfe, 
wherein  the  Lord  protefling  took  part  with  the  minority, 
either  in  perfon  or  by  proxy. 

Secondly,  “ Becailfe  we  conceive  that  this  regulation  of  the 
privilege  of  protefling  ftands  upon  the  fame  principle,  in 
cbrifequence  of  which  this  privilege  hath  obtained  among  the 
Lords,  and  not  among  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People, — 
The  latter,  we  apprehend,  are  conlidered  by  the  conftitution 
as  actuated  and  juftified  by  the  fentiments  of  thofe  whom 
they  reprefent  ; whereas  the  Lords,  who  a6t  not  as  deputies 
blit  in  their  own  right,  are  more  perfonaliy  refponfible  for 
their  condu(St  to  pofterity.  The  practice  of  a permanent 
juftification,  alfo  fecms  to  have  been  deemed  a more  necef- 
fary  guard  upon, a body  whofe  power  was  permanent.  Hence 
we  conceive  the  privilege  of  protefting  arofe  ; that  a Lord, 
againft  whom  the  majority  bad  declared,  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  vindicating  himfelf  to  future  time,  which  the 
original  cuftom  of  inferting  the  name  of  each  Lord  in  the 
Journals,  with  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  queftion,  ren- 
dered more  neceftary.  And  we  therefore  apprehend,  as  it 
would  be  abfurd  for  a Lord  to  juftify  his  condu<ft  where  he 
had  not  acted,  that  the  privilege  of  protefting  hath  been,  by 
reafonj  as  well  as  practice,  confined  to  cafes  in  which  the 
Lord  protefting  had  taken  a part,  and  in  which,  upon  quel- 
tion,  the  majority  had  been  of  a different  opinion. 

Thirdly,  “ Becaufe  We  conceive  that  the  Earl  of  Strafford, 
who  firft  attempted,  and  that  but  in  a fingle  inftance,  to 
enter  his  Proteft  as  Chief  Governor  upon  the  Journals  of  this 
Houfe,  was  a perfon  of  fuch  an  arbitrary  fpirit,  and  the 
times  in  which  he  lived  of  fo  bad  an  example,  and  his  faid 

Proteft 
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Proteft  fo  informal  and  faulty  in  itfelf,  that  fuch  his  proceed- 
ing  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  a precedent. 

Fourthly,  ‘‘  Becaufe  we  apprehend  that  th'e  only  fubfequent 
inftance,  to  wit,  the  Proteil:  of  Lord  Sidney,  which  was 
made  in  heat  by  that  Governor,  whofe  condu<SPwas  difap- 
proved  on  his  recall  to  England,  which  foon  followed,  and 
founded  upon  the  former  example,  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  imitated,  was  ftill  more  irregular  and  improper ; inaf- 
much  as  it  related  to  a’matter  which  had  never  been  before 
this  Houfe,  and  refpe^led  the  privileges  and  proceedings  of 
the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament. 

Fifthly,  “ Becaufe  we  conceive  it  to  be  peculiarly  necefTary 
at  this  time,  to  exprefs  our  fentiments  upon  this  fubje(ft, 
when  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  it  is  intended  that  a 
Proteft  be  entered  upon  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe,  relative 
to  the  proceedings  and  privileges  of  the  other  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  in  imitation  of  the  laft  mentioned  Proteft. 

Sixthly,  Becaufe  we  apprehend  that  we  ought  not  to  fuf- 
fer  this  diftinguiflrmg  privilege  of  the  Lords  to  be  invaded 
or  alTumed,  by  any  perfon,  in  whatever  ftation  *,  and  that 
we  ought  particularly  to  refill:'  any  fuch  attempt,  when  it 
may  be  thought  to  involve  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
other  Houfe  of  Parliament  alfo,  and  may  therefore  be  pro^ 
du(ftive  of  diflenfion  between  the  two  Houfes. 

Lowth,  Charlemont,  Mountmorres, 

PoWERSCOURT,  LoNGFORD. 

Notwithftanding  this  meafure,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  after- 
wards went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  entered  his  Proteft 
upon  the  Lords’  Journals,  againft  the  proceedings  of  the 
Commons,  in  throwing  out  the  Privy  Council  Money  Bill, 
alledging  their  reafons  for  fo  doing. 


Some 
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.Some  very  fcandalous  and  illiberal  paragraphs  now  ap- 
peared in  one  of  the  London  Papers,  reflecSling  on  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  Irlfli  Parliament,  which  occahoned  a motion 
to  be  made  that  a Paper,  entitled  The  Public  Adveriifery 
printed  by  H,  S.  Woodfally  London,  Dec.  9th  1769,  might 
be  read.  It  contained  the  following  words  : ‘‘  Hibernian 
Patriotifm  is  a tranfcript  of  that  filthy  Idol  worfhipped  at  the 
London  Tavern  ; infolence,  aflumed  from  an  opinion  of 
impunity,  ufurps  the  place  which  boldnefs  againfi;  real  inju- 
ries ought  to  hold.  The  refufal  of  the  late  Bill,  becaufe  it  was 
not  brought  in  contrary  to  the  pradlice  of  ages,  in  violation  of 
the  Confiiitution,  and  to  the  certain  ruin  of  the  dependance  of 
Ireland  upon  Great  Britain,  is  a behaviour  more  fuiting  an 
army  of  White-boys,  than  the  grave  reprefentatives  of  a na- 
tion.” This  is  the  mofi;  daring  infult  that  has  hitherto  been 
offered  to  Government.  It  mujl  be  counteraPed  with  firm- 
nefs,  or  elfe  the  State  is  ruined.  Let  the  refraBory  Houfe  be 
dijolved  ; fliould  the  next  copy  their  example,  let  it  alfo  be 
dhfolved  5 and  if  the  fame  fpirit  of  /editions  objlitmcyy  fliould 
continue,  I know  no  remedy  but  one^  and  it  is  extremely  ob- 
vious. The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  is  fupreme  over 
its  conque/sy  as  well  as  colonies,  and  the  fervice  of  the  na- 
tion muft  not  be  left  undone,  on  account  of  the  faBious  ohjli* 
nacy  of  a Provincial  A/Jembly.  Let  our  Legiflature,for  they  have 
an  undoubted  righty  vote  the  Irijh  fuppUes  ; and  fo  fave  a nation 
that  their  own  obfiinate  reprefentatives  endeavour  to  ruin.” 

Thefe  infolent  paragraphs  being  read,  it  was  re- 
folved,  that  they  were  a falfc  and  infamous  libel  upon  the 
proceedings  of  that  Houfe,  a daring  invafion  of  the  rights 
of  Parliament,  and  calculated  to  create  groundlefs  jealoufies 
between  his  Majefty’s  faithful  fubje£ls  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ; It  was  therefore  ordered  that  the  faid  paper  fliould 
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be  bur^t  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman.  This  clr- 
cumftance  deferves  fome  degree  of  notice,  as  it  gives  us  a 
a fpecimen  of  Britifli  fentiment  refpefting  Ireland  at  that 
timer  * ■ t. 

It  is  not,  however,  extraordinary,  that  the  publiflier  of  an 
£?ig!ijh  Newfpaper  fhould  offer  this  infalt  to  the  Irijh  Senate  % 
inarmuch  as  Great  Britain  laid  hold  of  every  opportunity  to 
afiert  its  power  and  fuperiority  over  this  country.  The  fol- 
lowing inftance,  may  be  fele6led  from  other  examples,  of 
that  nature.:  At  the  beginning  of  the  unfortunate  conteff 
between  Great  Britain  and  America,  the  Britilh  Houfe  ot 
Lords,  in  their  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  on  opei^ing  the  Sef- 
fion  of  1768,  fpeak  thus — ‘‘  At  the  fame  time  that  we  fhall 
be  always  ready  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  any  real  griev- 
ance of  your  Majefty’s  American  fubjefls,  we  mofl  unfeign- 
edly  give  your  Majefty  the  ftrongeft  affurances  that  we  fhall 
ever  zealoufly  concur  in  fupport  of  fuch  juft  and  neceffiry 
meafures  as  may  beft  enable  your  Majefty  to  reprefs  that 
daring  fpirit  of  difobedience,  and  to  enforce  a due  fubmiftion 
to  the  laws  : al%mys  conjldering  that  it  is  one  of  our  moic  ef- 
fential  duties,  to  maintain  inviolate  the  fupreme  authority  o{ 
the  Legijlature  of  Great  Britam  over  every  part  of  the  domi- 
nions of  your  Majefys  Crown!'’ — The  fpirit  which  dictated 
thefe  expreilions,  loft  to  Great  Britain  hey  American  Colo’=> 
nies. 

As  there  was  now  fome  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  this 
Seflion  wmuld  terminate  before  the  ufual  time,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  refolved  that  it  was  their  undoubted  privilege  to 
addrefs  the  Chief  Governor,  to  know  whether  , he  had  any 
inftruclions  or  entertained  any  intentions  to  prorogue  Parlia- 
ment at  an  ufual  feafon  ; an  addrefs  was  therefore  agreed 

to, 

^ The  Commons  of  Ireland,  althouglvin  general  tenacious  of  their  pii- 
vllege  to  originate  Money  Bills,  had  not  exercifedit,  withfo  much  warmth, 
fince  the  reign  of  Williaar  the  3d,  in  1692. 
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ito,  whereby  it  was  requefted  his  Excellency  would  inform 
the  Houfe  whether  he  had  any  inftru^tions  or  had  any  in- 
'tention  to  prorogue  the  preferit  ‘ Parliament  fooner  than 
ufual. — To  which  addrefs  the  following  anfwer  was  re- 
’turned : 

f/  Gentlemen^ 

<. 

I SHALL  be  always  deurous  of  complying  with  your 
requeft  when  I can  do  it  with  propriety.  I do  not  thin^ 
myfelf  authorifed  to  difclofe  his  Majefty^s  inftruflions  to 
me,  upon  any  fubjeiff,  without  having  received  his  Majefty's 
commands  for  'fo  doing.  With  regard  to  my  intentions', 
’they  will  be  regulated  by  his  Majefty-s  inftruftiohs,  and 
future  events . . ; . ^ 

On  the  26th  December  1769,  his  Excellency  put  an  end 
to  the  SelBon,  and  made  the  following  fpeech  \ ■ 

“ My  Lords  and  Genikmen^ 

THE  attention  you  have  (hewn  to  the  great  objects 
which  have  been  particularly  recommended  by  me  to  your 
confideration,  and  the  proviflons  which  have  been  made 
■for  the  fafety  and  fecurity  of  this  kingdom,  call  upon  me 
not  only  to  exprefs  my  approbation  of,  but  to  thank  you,  a^ 
I now  do,  for  your  conduct  in  thefe  particulars. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

‘‘  IT  is  with  great  pleafure  that  I thank  you,  in  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  name^  for  the  fupplies  which  you  have  granted,  and 
the  provifion  which  you  have  made,  for  the  prelent  eftablifh- 
jnerit,  the  public  credit,  and  the  fafety  of  this.kingdom. 
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When  I firft  met  you  in  Parliament,  as  I knew  and 
could  rely  upon  it,  that  nothing  could  move  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  but  what  would  be  exprelEve  of  his  conftant  and  ar- 
dent deiire  to  maintain  and  preferve  every  conftitutional 
right  to  his  people,  I little  thought  that  any  thing  would 
happen,  during  the  courfe  of  this  feffion,  that  could  pof- 
fibly  afTe^l  the  juft  rights  of  his  Majefty,  and  of  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain^  fo  as  to  afford  his  Majefty  any  juft  caufe  of 
diflatisfaciion,  and  make  it  neceftary  for  me,  fpecially  to 
aftert  and  vindicate  thcfe  rights. 

It  is  therefore  with  great  concern  that  I have  feen  and 
obferved,  in  the  Votes  and  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, printed  by  your  order,  a late  proceeding  by  you,  of 
fuch  a nature,  and  of  fuch  efFe(ft,  with  refpCiff  to  the  rights 
of  his  Majefty,  and  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  as  to  make 
it  neceftary  for  me,  on  this  day,  and  in  this  place,  to  take 
notice  of,  and  animadvert  thereupon  ♦,  I mean,  the  vote  and 
refolution  of  the  twenty-lirft  day  of  November  laft,  by 
which  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  declare, 
that  a Bill,  entitled,  An  A(ft.  for  granting  tp  his  Majefty  the 
feveral  duties,  rates,  impofitions  and  taxes,  therein  particu- 
larly exprcfted,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of 
the  Turns  therein  provided  for,  and  towards  the  difcharge  of 
the  faid  principal  Turns,  in  fuch  a manner  as  is  therein  dire<ft- 
ed,  which  had  been  duly  certified  from  hence  (to  his  Majefty, 
and,  by  his  Majefty,  had, been  tranfmitted  in  due  form,  undei* 
the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  and  which  had  been  read  a 
ftrft;  time  by  you,  and  which  was  rejedled  by  you  on  that  day, 
v/as  io  reje«fted,  becaufe  it  did  not  take  its  rife  ip  your  Bloufe. 

This  vote,  and  this  refolution  of  yours,  declaring  that 
the  faid  Bill  was  rejecle4,  becaufe  it  did  not  take  its  rife  in 
your  Houfcj  being  contrary  to  the  acts  of  Parliament  of  this 
kingdom  of  the  8th  of  Henry  Vllth,  and  the  3d  and  4th  of 
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Philip  and  Mary,  and  the  ufage  and  pradlice  ever  fince,  and 
intrenching  upon  * the  juft  rights  of  his  Majefty,  and  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  to  tranfmit  fuch  Bills  to  be  treated 
of  and  confidered  in  Parliament  here  ; I am  now  to  aflert 
his  Majefty^s  Royal  Authority,  and  the  rights  of  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain,  in  this  refpedl:,  and  in  fuch  a manner  as  may 
be  moft  public  and  permanent ; and  therefore  I do  here,  in 
full  Parliament,  make  my  public  Proteft  againft  the  faid 
vote  and  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  which 
you,  Gentlemen  of  that  Houfe,  declare  that  the  faid  Bill 
was  rejefled  by  you,  becaufe  it  did  not  take  its  rife  in  your 
Houfe,  and  againft  the  entries  of  the  faid  vote  and  refolu- 
tions,  which  remain  in  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. 

And  t do  require  the  Clerk  of  this  Houfe  now  to  read 
my  faid  Proteft,  and  to  enter  it  in  the  Journals  of  this  Houle ^ 
that  it  may  there  remain  to  future  ages,  as  a vindication  of 
the  undoubted  rights  and  authority  of  his  Majefty,  and  of 
the  rights  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  in  this  particular. 

In  this  Proteft,  I think  myfelf  warranted  in  all  refpecfts, 
and  if  it  need,  as  I conceive  it  doth  not,  any  other  ftrengtli 
than  that  it  derives  from  the  ftatutes  which  I have  mention- 
ed, and  from  the  ufage  and  pradlice  ever  fince,  it  would  be 
found  in  that  precedent  which  appears  in  the  Journals  of 
this  Houfe  of  the  3d  day  of  Nov.  1692,  under  the  reign  of 
that  glorious  and  immortal  Prince  King  William  the  Third, 
the  great  deliverer  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  the  conftant  and 
magnanimous  aflertor  and  preferver  of  Uie  civil  and  religi  • 
ous  rights  of  mankind.” 

The  Commons  gave  orders  to  the  Clerk,  that  this  fpeech 
fhould  not  be  entered  on  their  Journals, 
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The  committee  of  fupply,  this  year,  voted  an  augmentatic?n  • 
of  the  army,  whereby  it  was  now  increafed  to  15,235  ef- 
fe(Stive  men,  commiflion  and  non-commiffion  officers  iil- 
cluded.^  This  created  expence  to  the  nation,  whofe  debt 
for  two  years  ending  Lady-day  1769,  amounted  to 
628,883!.  17s.  lojd.  The  penfions  during  the  fame  pe- 
riod amounted  to  177,052!.  iis.  5jd.  The  Parliament, 
being  prorogued  in  December,  did  not  again  meet  until 
1771.  And  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  it  would 
have  been  poftponed  by  different  prorogations  conhder- 
ably  longer,  had  not  circumftances  rendered  its  meeting 
highly  neceflary. 

An  addrefs  was  tranfmitted  to  his  Majefty  from  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Dublin,  under  their  Common  Seal, 
bearing  date  29th  October  1770,  wherein  they  humbly  in- 
form him,  that  from  fome  defe6ts  in  the  laws  relative  to  corn, 
flower,  and  other  neceffaries  of  life,  and  in  the  laws  affedl- 
ing  the  police  of  that  city,  (a  fituation  in  which  they  could 
only  be  relieved  by  the  meeting  of  Parliament)  his  Majefly's 
fubje^ls  there  experienced  many  and  great  difficulties,  and  * 
apprehended  yet  greater  *,  and  therefore  befought  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  grant  them  fuch  relief  as  in  his  Royal  wlfdom  he 
lliould  thinly  fit. 


CHAP. 
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Bejlon  in  177 1. — Mr.  Ponfonhy's  rejignation  as  Speaker. — Mc^ 
tihn'fo"?  (in  Addrefs  to  his  Majejiy  on  the  State  oj  Affairs i — 
Proceedings  in  the  Britifn  Parliament  relative  to  Ireland.—^ 
Protejl  of  the  Lords  during  the  former  Seffion, — Committee 
appointed  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Linen  Trade y islc. — 
Proceedings  thereupon.— Death  of  Dr.  Lucas. — Conclufoh  of 
Lord  Townffend's  Adminif  ration. ^Qhfervations  on  Poyning} 
Lawi 


^^HE  new  Seffion  commenced  26th  February  1771,  a£ 
which  time  the  Lord  Lieutenant  obferved  in  his  fpeech^ 
that  the  then  high  price  of  corn  was  an  object  of  the  firR 
importance  and  demanded  the  moft  ferious  attention  ; at 
the  fame  time  he  recommended  the  continuance  or  revival 
of  Rich  laws  as  Ihould  be  found  to  be  immediately  rieceflary 
for  the  general  good  of  this  country.  Addrefles  were 
pafled  as  ufual  to  his  Majefty  by  both  Houfes,  and  alfo  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant ; and  the  Commons  in  their  Addrefs  to 
the  former,  acknowledged  with  the  moft  perfect  fubmiftion, 
that  they  were  ever  tenacious  of  the  honour  of  granting  fup- 
plies  to  his  Majefty,  and  of  being  the  firft  movers  therein,- 
as  they  were  the  voluntary  tribute  of  grateful  hearts  to  the 
beft  of  Monarchs ; and  they  moft  humbly  befought  hls^ 
Alajefty  that  he  would  not  permit  their  zeal  in  this  particu- 
iarto  be  conftrued  into  an  invafion  of  his  Royal  Authority^ 
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than  which  nothing  was  more  diftant  from  their  thoughts. 
They  likewife  returned  their  moft  humble  thanks  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  for  continuing  his  Excellency  Lord  Townjhend  in  the 
Government  of  this  kingdom. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  AddrefTes  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mons, the  Speaker  wrote  the  following  letter,  which  was 
communicated  to  that  Houfe  ; 

To  the  Honoiirdhle  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Irelands 
Gentlemen, 

" When  I had  the  honour  of  being  unanimoufly  elected 
to  the  Chair  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  I entered  on  that 
high  office  full  of  the  warmeft  fentiments  of  loyalty  to  his 
Majefty,  and  firm  determination  to  dedicate  my  whole  en- 
deavours to  preferve  and  tranfmit  to  my  fucceflbr,  inviolate, 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Commons  of  Ireland.  But 
on  the  laft  day  of  the  lafi:  Seffiori  of  Parliament,  his  Excel- 
lency the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  pleafed  to  accufe  the  Com- 
mons of  a great  crime,  which  I am  confident  was  far  trom 
their  intentions,  as  it  ever  Was,  and  ever  (hall  be  far  from 
mine,  that  of  intrenching  upon  his  Majefty’s  Royal  power 
and  authority,  and  the  juft  and  undoubtecl  rights  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  j and  as  it  has  pleafed  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  after  this  tranfaeftion, 
of  teftifying  their  approbation  of  his  Excellency,  by  voting 
him  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  this  Seffion  *,  and  as  the  delivery 
of  fuch  approbation  to  his  Excellency  is  incidental  to  the 
office  of  Speaker^  I beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  as  fuch 
thanks  feem  to  me  to  convey  a cenfure  of  the  proceedings, 
and  a relinquifhment  of  the  privileges  of  the  Commons, 
‘my  refpe(ft  to  them  muft- prevent  my  being  the  inftrument 
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of  delivering  fuch  Addrefs* ; and  therefore  I requeft  you 
may  elecSt  another  Speaker y who' may  not  think  fuch  condu<5t 
jnconfiftent  with  his  honour.  ^ 

« I am,  Gentlemen,  your  moft  obliged, 

And  moft  humble  Servant, 

« JOHN  PONSONBY,  Speaker:^ 

The  Commons  having  hereupon  proceeded  to  elc£l  a new 
Speaker,  Edmond  Sexton  Pery^  Efq.  (afterwards  created  Lord 
Pery)  was  appointed  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Ponfo7ihyy  whofe 
furrender  evinced  the  dignity  of  his  fpirit  and  the  purity  of 
bis  principles. 

The  internal  fituation  of  affairs,  during  this  Seflion,  may 
be  difeovered  from  the  following  motion,  which  was  made 
13th  May  1771,  in  the  Commons,  viz.  : That  an  hum- 

ble Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  expreffing  that  his 
faithful  Coimnons  of  Ireland  have  been  always  moft  ready  to 
repofe  the  utmoft  truft  in  the  perfons  employed  in  high  au- 
thority under  his  Majefty  ; that  therefore  his  faithful  Com- 
mons did  confidently  hope,  that  a law  for  fecuring  the  in- 
dependency of  the  Judges  of  this  kingdom  would  have 
paiTed  ; fuch  a law  having  been  recommended,  and promfed 
by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  fpeech  from 
the  Throne,  in  the  firft  Seflion  of  his  Excellency's  Goverti-^ 
merit.  That  .in  like  manner,  his  Excellency  having  recom- 
mended to  this  Houfe,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  this 
prefent  Sefiion  of  Parlianient,  an  attention  to  the  high  price 
of  corn  his  Majefty’s  faithful  Commons  did  flatter  them- 
Pelves  that  the  tillage  of  this  kingdom  would  have  received 
^ncourrgement,  but  that  on  the  contrary,  in  a Seflion  pro- 
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feiTedly  called  for  the  making  and  renewing  ufeful  laws,  his 
Majefty’s  Commons  have  the  unfpeakable  grief  to  find,  that 
two  laws  heretofore  enabled,  and  tranfmltted  this  Seflion,  in 
order  to  be  continued  and  revived,  the  one  for  the  benefit  of 
tillage,  and  for  the  reftraining  of  diftilleries,  the  other  for  a 
bounty  on  the  carriage  of  corn  coaftways,  have  not  been  re- 
turned, though  calculated  to  rneet  and  correfpond  with  the 
willies  of  Government  exprelTed  from  the  Throne,  refpe^l- 
ing  that  important  article  to  the  community  ; whereby  this 
kingdom  hath  been  debarred  of  two  ufeful  laws,  the  falutary 
, effects  of  which  it  had  formerly  experienced^  and  which  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  this  country,  and  the  morals  of  the 
people,  peculiarly  require.  That  the  fupprefiion  of  thefe 
Bills,  and  the  unexpected  alteration  of  others,  'whereby  the 
hopes  of  this  country,  founded  in  the  declarations  of  his 
Majeft/s  fervants  here,  have  been  fruftrated,  tend  to  weaken 
the  confidence  of  the  public  in  his  Majefty’s  Minifiers,  fo 
clTential  to  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  to  the'happinefs  of 
thcfubjeCl.  That  both  public  and  private  credit  are  in  a 
T'ery  low  ftate.  That  Government  fecurities,  which  ufed  to 
bear  a considerable  premium,  cannot  now  be  circulated  at 
par.  That  money  can  fcarcely  be  obtained,  and  the  price  of 
land  is  falling.  ■ That  thefe  circumftances  cannot  fail  to  be 
attended  by  melancholy  and  anxious  apprehenfions,  in  the 
moft  loyal  of  his  Majefty'S  fubjeas.  Arid  hlirhbly  implor- 
ing that  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  Inch 
Heps  for.  the  remedy  thereof,  as  his  Majefty^s  Royal  wifdom 
and  benignity  fliall  fngg<^ft-”  This  motion,  however,  was 
negatived,  though  it  certainly  contained  a true  ftatement  of 

faas.  

The  Cemmonsy  however,  in  this  Selfion,'  wifely  turned 
theirattention  to  oecdnomy,  and  refufed  to  make  provifions 
for  certain  penfions,  which  had  been  granted  to  individuals. 
They  difeovered  grofs  errors  in  the  public  accounts,  oa 
T , ■-  • which 
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which  they  arraigned  and  condemned  the  Exclfe  Board, 
and  fpiritedly  refolved  that  the  abilities  and  elTential  interefts 
of  the  nation  £hpu]d  be  the  meafures  of  the  fupply.  But, 
notwithflanding  thefe  virtuous  efForus,  (fays  Mr.  Mullalla) 
the  national  debt  was  increafing,  and  taxes  accumulating  to 
an  enormous  extent  ; the  country  was  alfo  illiberally  re- 
{Irided  in  every  branch  of  its  commerce,  a meafure  ruinous 
to  Ireland^  and  really  ferviceable  to  the  rivals,  if  not  th§ 
enemies  of  Great  Britain.  * This  latter  clrcumftance  after- 
wards induced  the  Speaker  upon  prefenting  the  Money  Bill? 
in  1772,  to  declare,  that  he  “ hoped  the  Commons  would  not 
Qiily  be  erjtitlpd  to  his  Majefly^s  countenance  and  protection, 
but  to  an  extenfion  of  their  commerce^  by  which  alone  they  could 
entertain  any  reafonable  expectation  of  being  able  much 
longer  to  fupport  the  expence  of  the  eftablifliments.”  f 

The  augmentation  of  the  army,  which  has  been  already 
noticed,  made  it  necefTary  now  to  order,  that  2CO,Cooi. 
ihould  be  borrowed  to  make  good  that  expence.  The 
amount  of  Pefjfions  had  increafed,  and  the  national  debt 
at  Lady>day  177I)  amounted  to  Xj ' IL 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  cbfervc  that  the  oppofition 
given  to  the  meafures  of  Adminiftration  during  the  ’all:  two 
years,  particularly  with  refpeCl:  to  the  rejeCted  Money  Bill  in 
1769,  did  not  faji  to  draw*  the  attention  even  of  ih'i  Britifi 
Parliament,  where  in  conlequence  of  the  prorogation  of  the 
Irifh  Parliament  on  that  occafion,  a motion  was  made  by  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  That  the  inftructions 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  by  which  he  prorogued 
the  Parliament,  might  be  laid  before  that  Houfe.’'  This 
motion  was  not  only  feconded,  but  propofed  to  be  extended, 
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by  nioving  that  all  the  papers  relative  to  the  Irifli  Augmen-? 
tation  Bill,  fhould  be  laid  before  them. 

In  the  debates  upon  this  fubje£l:,  many  parts  of  the  late 
pondudl  of  Government,  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  this  country,  underwent  the  fevereft  flridiures.  It 
was  faid,  that  having  cajoled  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  out 
of  a large  fum  of  money,  for  the  purpofes  of  a militavy  ug- 
mentation  in  a time  of  profound  peace,  and  having  thought  it 
perfe^ly  conftitutional  then, to  receive  it  from  thereprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people  ; the  money  was  no  fooner  received,  than 
they  abridged  the  right  of  the  Commons  in  granting  it,  and 
jnfifted  that  the  money  bills  belonged  entirely  to  the  Privy 
Council : that  admitting’  for  a moment  their  own  principle. 
Government  had  not  a right  to  take  the  money,  if  Parlia- 
ment had  not' a right  to  give  it,  and  they  fhould  either  re- 
iLile  the  fupply,  or  have  acquiefced  in  the  legality  of  the 
grant.  That  the  more  the  conduct  of  adminiftration  in  this 
refpedt  was  examined,  the  more  it  would  be  found  perplexed, 
inconfiftent,  and  tyrannical  : the  Deputy,  having  obtained 
the  money,  returns  thanks  to  the  two  Houfes  for  their  libe- 
rality, and  after  he  has  politely  complimented  their  munifi- 
cence, he  enters  a Protefl  upon  the  Journals  of  the  Lords, 
and  inform.s  the  whole  world  that  they  were  not  authorized 
to  exert  it.  ' 

That  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  had  been  violated,  and  its 
dignity  facrificed,  to  deceive  their  fellow-fubjecfs  in  the  filler 
nation  out  of  their  property  ; for  that  the  profnile  v/hich 
the  Chief  Governor  had  made  to  the  Irifh  Koufe  of  Com- 
mons, to  induce  them  to  confent  to  the  augmentation,  viz. 
that  12,000  men  fiiall  be  conftantly  ftationed  among  them, 
was  not  only  giving  up  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  but 
was  alfo  directly  repugnant  to  two  Engllfi^  fiatutes,  by  which 
the 

, * It  mud:  obfcrved,  that  the  r-eje6led  Bill  provided  only  for  the  ex- 

penditure of  three  montlis  ; but  the  Commons  palled  a Bill  whicli  provided 
for  the  c2?pcnces  gf  two  years,  and  the  fupply  granted  amounted  to  a,i68,68il 
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the  difpofttion  as  well  as  the  command,  of  all  the  land  and 
fea  forces,  are  made  inherent  in  the  Crown  ; but  that  by 
this  promife,  the  fpirit  and  obvious  meaning  of  thefe  laws 
is  defeated,  and  the  difpofal  of  the  12,000  troops  is  not  vir- 
tually in  the  Sovereign,  but  aftually  in  the  Irifli  Parliament. 
That  in  whatever  light  this  matter  was  confidered,  whether 
as  diminifliing  the  Royal  Prerogative  for  the  purpofe  of  ar- 
tifice, or  defeating  the  dfefign  of  Englifh  A£i;sof  Parliament,^ 
for  the  fhameful  end  of  deluding  the  fellow- fubje£ts  in  Ire- 
land out  of  a fupply,  in  either  cafe  it  was  a nTiatter  that  merit-^ 
ed  the  flridefl  enquiry. 

It  was  contended,  that  the  law  called  Poyning’s  is  no  au- 
thority for  this  violent  procedure.  THAT  law  gives  to  the 
Privy  Council  the  privilege  of  certifying  Parliamentary  Bills 
to  this  kingdom  ; but  the  privilege  of  certifying,  by  no 
means  includes  the  jufl  authority  of  originating. 

The  conduft  of  a miniftenal  officer,  who  had  declared  in 
the  Irifn  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  Privy  Council  Money 
Bill  was  a fine  for  the  rcpewal  of  Parliament,  was  feverely 
animadverted  upon.  It  was  faid,  that  this  was  an  avowal 
of  oppreflion  and  defpotlfm  in  the  extreme  ; that  it  was  at 
once  laying  by  the  mafic,  and  confidently  telling  the  fubjeft, 
that  he  fhail  not  poiTefs  his  abfolute  right,  unlefs  ,he  pays 
the  Minifter  for  indulging  him  with  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  faid,  that  they  were  called  upon 
by  every  motive,  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  prefent 
deplorable  Hate  of  their  filler  and  neighbouring  ifland,  and 
as  they  were  endowed  with  a coercive  power  over  Minifters 
in  every  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  to  give  that  redrefs 
to  the  people  of  Ireland  which  their  own  Parliament  could 
not  grant  ; and  that  they  were  even  led  by  their  interefl  to 
purfue  thofe  meafures,  which  were  at  the  fame  time  evi- 
dently dilated  by  their  juflice. 
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On  the  otlier  fide,  the  liecefiity  of  preferving  a due  fubof- 
.dination  in  every  part  of  the  empire  was  enlarged  upon  ; 
that  a controling  power  muft  be  lodged  fomewhere  *,  that 
the  vaft  body  of  the  Britifli  territories  cannot  fubfift  with- 
out a head  4 and  that  it  is  fitter  for  the  varions  dependencies, 
which  England  had  protedted  for  fo  long  a feries  of  years,  to 
obey  her  laws,  than  for  Ireland  to  think  of  didtating  to  their 
protedlors.  That  it  is  amufing  as  well  as  furprifing,  to  fee 
the  very  meafures  which  are  taken  for  maintaining  the  au- 
thority of  Great  Britain,  pointed  Out  by  the  oppolition, 
as  a degradation  of  their  honour,  and  u facrifice  of  the  royal 
prerogative. 

That  the  reafon  of  the  Parliamentary  prorogation,  was 
the  folicitude  of  the  very  Minifters  who  are  now  reviled,  to 
preferve  the  dependence  of  Ireland  upon  Great  Britain. — 
That  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  entered  into  refoluticns 
contrary  to  Poyning’s  law  j into  refolutions  whichconfequent- 
ly  Ihook  the  foundation  of  Britifii  authority  over  Ireland, 
and  therefore  the  Parliament  was  prorogued  ; and  that  the 
manner  of  the  prorogation  was  warranted  no  lefs  by  prece- 
dent, than  juftified  by  reafon.  That  the  prorogation  was 
unavoidable,  and  the  Minifter  would  highly  merit  an  im- 
peachment, if  he  had  not  urged  the  expediency  and  necef- 
fity  of  it. 

That  the  charge  of  violating  the  laws  of  England,  and 
relinqudhing  the  royal  prerogative,  by  the  promife  given  to 
the  Irifia  Parliament,  was  equally  groundiefs.  That  the 
Crown  has,'  certainly,  a -right  of  difpefing  of  the  land  and 
fea  force  as  it  pleafes  ; and  the  Crown,  therefore,  ftations 
12,000  men  confiantly  in  Ireland,  agreeable  to  this  right  j 
yet  the  exercife  of  the  right,  and  the  a<^ual  execution  of 
the  Englifii  lavfs,  is  now  faid  to  be  repugnant  to  two  Englifh 
Adis  of  Parliament,  and  a relinquifhment  of  the  royal  pre-^ 
rogative.  - 

That 
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Thatgreat  complaint havingbeen  made,  that  amongthe  other 
laws  of  public  utility,  which  had  expired  in  Ireland,  in  con^ 
Ijsquence  of  the  late  prorogation,  the  tax  upon  hawkers  and 
pedlars,  which  was  appropriated  to  the  fociety  for  the  build- 
ing and  maintaining  of  Proteftant  Charter  Schools,  had 
alfo  ceafed,  by  which  that  excellent  inftitution  would  be  to- 
tally and  irretrievably  ruined  ; the  Minifter,  upon  this  occa- 
Ijon,  had  pledged  himfelf,  that  any  lofs  refulting  to  the  incor- 
porated fociety  from  that  meafure,  ftiould  be  made  good  from 
the  privy  purfe. 

Though  the  motion  was  not  carried,  it  {hews  the  light  in 
which  the  affairs  of  this  country  were  viewed  by  many  re- 
fpecSlable  charaflers  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. — 
Several  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  llords  in  Ireland,  at  this 
time, alfo  expreffed  their  difapprobation  of  that  part  of  the 
Addrefs  of  that  Houfe,  returning  thanks  to  his  Majefty  for 
continuing  Lord  Townfhend  in  the  Viceroyalty,  and  the 
following  Proteft  was  entered  ; ' 

“ Dissentient, 

f irft,  Becaufe  the  repeated  proofs  we  have  of  his  Ma- 

jehy’s  paternal  tendernefs  toward?  his  people  convince  us, 
that  a mifreprefentation  of  his  faithful  Commons  could 
alone  have  determined  his  Royal  Breaft  to  exert  his  undoubt- 
ed prerogative  of  proroguing  his  Parliament,  at  a crifis  when 
the  expiration  of  laws,-  effential  to  the  well-being  of  this 
kingdom,  feemed  peculiarly  to  point  out  the  moft  urgent  ^ 
demand  for  the  aflihance  of  the  Legiflature  ; at  a time 
when  the  Commons  h;-d  given  a recent  efficacious  teftimony 
ef  their  unremittmg  zeal  for  his  iV'iajeftyfs  fervice  by  voting 
an  augmentation  of  his  Majefty's  forces,  a meafure  which 
had  been  reprefented  to  Parliament  as  highly  acceptable  to 
the  King  j at  a feafon  too  when  the  fuddennefs  of  this  unex- 
pedled  mark  of  Royal  difpleafure  rendered  its  confequence^ 

‘ ' almoft 

*■  . ) . . 
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almoft  irretrievably  fatal  to  the  nation,  infomuch  that  wc 
fee,  with  the  deepeft  concern,  an  extraordinary  deficiency 
in  his  Majefty^s  revenue,  proceeding  from  the  declining  ftate 
of  our  credit,  trade^  and  manufaflures,  thereby  occafioned.^ 

Secondly,  “ Becaufe  the  unbounded  confidence  we  re- 
pofe  in  his  Majefty’s  inviolate,  regard  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  Gonftitution  afTures  us,  that  the  attempt 
which  has  been  lately  made  to  infringe  that  balance  indefea- 
fibly  inleparable  from  its  very,  formation,  by'  entering  upon 
the  Journals  of  this  Hqufe  a Proteff,  animadverting  upon 
the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons',  was  the  refult 
of  pernicious  counfels,  infidioufly  calculated  to  alienate  the 
afFetSlions  of  the  moft  loyal  fubjefls  from  the  moft  amiable 
of  Princes  ; an  opinion  in  which  vve  conceive  ourfelves  by 
fo  much  the  better  founded,  as  this  unconftitutional  exten- 
fion  is  unprecedented,  fave  only  in  one  inflance,  w-hich  was 
followed  by  the  juft  difapprobation  of  the  Sovereign,  teftified 
by  the  immediate  removal  of  the  Chief  Governor.  "We 
further  conceive,  tftat,  as  the  conftitution  of  this  kingdom^ 
is,  in  refpedl  to  the  diftinfl  departments  of  the  Crown,  the 
Lords,  and  the  Conimons,  one  and  the  fame  \vltl>  that  of 
Great  Britain,  we  fhould  depart,  not  only  frorn  our  duty  to 
our  King,  and  to  this  our  country,  but  likewife  from  that 
which  we  owe  to  Great  Britain,  if  in  our  high  capacity,  of 
hereditary  great  Council  of  Ireland  to  the  Crown,  wc  fliould 
acquiefce  under  an  attempt,  which  manifeftly  tends  to  fub- 
vert  that  reciprocal  independence  of  the  three  eftates,  vvhich 
is  the  bafis  of  its  fecurity. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  the  juftice  and  piety  which  fhinc  con- 
fpicuous  in  our  Sovereign  as  well  in  his  domeftic  life  as  on 
the  Throne,  do  not  fulFer  us  to  fjppofe,  that  the  difmiffion 
of  trufty  Nobles  and  Commoners  from  his  Majefty’s  Privy 
Council  (the  former  only  becaufe  they  made  a juft  exercife 
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of  theit*  hereditary  birth-right  as  Peers  of  the  Re^lm,  the 
latter  on  account  only  of  their  Parliamentary  conduit)  can 
have  proceeded  from  the  truly  informed  intention  of  fo 
great  and  good  a Prince.  ^ 

f 

Fourthly,  Becaufe  a moderation,  firmnefs,  confiftency, 
i due  diftinflive  regard  to  all  ranks  of  perfons,  a regular 
fyftem  of  adminiftration,  being,  as  we  conceive,  indifpen- 
fably  requilite  to  the  fupport  and  dignity  of  Government, 
and  to  the  conduct  of  his  Majefty’s  affairs,  we  cannot,  with-  . 
out  violation  of  truth  and  juftice,  return  thanks  to  the  King 
for  continuing  a' Chief  Governor,  who,  in  contempt  of  all 
forms  of  bufinefs,  and  rules  of  decency  heretofore  refpeft- 
ed  by  his  predecefTors,  is  aeSluated  only  by  the  moft  arbitrary 
caprice,  to  the  detriment  of  his  Majefty’s  intereft,  to  the 
injury  of  this  opprefTed  country,  and  to  the  unfpeakable 
vexation  of  perfons  of  every  condition. 

Leinster,  Louth,  Powerscourt, 
Lisle,  Shannon,  Longford, 
Baltinglass,  Lanesborough, 

^ Molesworth,  Mornington, 

“ Bective,  Moira,  Mountcashell, 

“ Charlemont,  Bellamont.’" 

The  Irifh  Parliament  again  met  purfuant  to  prorogation 
on  the  8th  of  Oflober  1771.  The  Addrefs  of  the  Commons 
to  his  Majefty  contained  the  ufual  exprelfions  of  approba- 
tion for  the  continuance  of  the  Viceroy,  and  of  affecStion  to 
their  Sovereign,  and  obferved  with  concern  the  illegal  af- 
fociations  and  outrages  ftill  committed  in  this  kingdom,  par- 
ticularly in  fome  places  in  the  North,  To  the  Addrefs  this 
amendment  was  propofed^  but  negatived — « That  we  are 
ready,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  fupport  his  Majefty's 
Crown  and  dignity.  That  our  hope  for  redrefs  where  we 
are  aggrieved,  is  founded  in  his  Majefty’s  paternal  benevo- 
lence. 
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lence.  Td  pour  out  our  unfeigned  thanks  to  his  Majelty 
for  the  bleflings  we  derive  from  his  aufpicious  reign,  and 
with  hearts  flowing  with  attachment  to  his  Perfon  and  Fa- 
mily, to  lament  that  we  cannot  without  miflnforming  our 
Sovereign,  enumerate  amongft  thofe  bleflings,  the  continu- 
ance of  his  Excellency  Lord  To’wnJIjend  in  the  Govcrnrrtent 
of  this  kingdom.”  Several  other  amendments  and  altera-* 
tions  were  inefFedtually  propofed  ; there  was  a majority  fuf- 
ficient  to  fupport  the  meafures  of  Adminiflration,  and  every 
effort  on  behalf  of  the  country  was  made  in  vain. 

It  was,  however,  refolved,  That  it  was  then  neceffary  td 
declare,  that  the  condition  of  this  kingdom  required  that 
all  pra<fl:icable  retrenchment  fhould  be  made  in  its  expences, 
confiftent  with  the  true  intereft  of  this  kingdom  and  the 
honourable  fuppoi't  of  his  Majefty’s  Government. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  now  informed  Parliament  that  he 
had  received  his  Majefty’s  letters  appointing  certain  perfons 
therein  named  to  the  number  of  Jive^  to  be  Commiflioners 
of  Epccifey  and  certain  other  perfons  to  the  number  of  /even 
to  be  Commiflioncrs  of  CuJlo7nSi 

A committee  was  appointed  this  Seflion  to  take  into  con- 
flderation  the  {late  and  management  of  the  linen  manufac- 
ture in  this  kingdom,  and  as  the  following  extracts  from 
papers  laid  before  them,  fhcw  not  only  the  ftate  of  this 
kingdom  at  that  period  refpedling  its  linen  trade,  but  alfo 
the  conduct  of  England  toward  this  country  at,  and  fubfe- 
quent  to,  the  Revolution^  the  reader  will  excufe  their  being 
given  fo  much  at  large- 

A Reprefentation  of  the  Progrefs  ef  the  Linen  and  HetnpeH 
ManufaSlures  of  Ireland^  and  her  Title  to  Encouragement  and 
Precedence  in  thefe  Manufailures  : 


This 
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' This  kingdom  has  been  poflefled  of  an  export  ' trade  in  . 
the  linen  and  hempen  manufa«5tiires  upwards  of  two  hundred 
years,  as  appears  by  a6ls  of  Parliament,  and  exifting  records, 
and  probably  from  a much  earlier  period.  Vide  i. 

' This  country  has  been  alfo  polTelTed  of  an  export  trade, 
in  the  woollen  manufacture  for  the  fame  time,  until  refrrain- 
ed  therein,  for  the  following  confiderations,  in  1698.  Vide  2. 

The  firft  formal  overture  to  this  kingdom,  far  relinquifh- 
ing  the  woollen  trade  (except  in  feme  lower  branches)  and 
attaching  itfelf  to  the  linen,  that  it  might  not  interfere  with 
the  trade  of  Englandy  was  made  by  Sir  William  Teir.phy  in 
an’  ElTay  written’  at  tlie  requeft'of  'Lord'Effex,  then' Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland^  dated  Dublin,  22d  July,'  1673  ; 
wherein  he  mentions  the  fuperior  iitnefs  of  this  country  for 
the  linen  manufacture,  and  the  advantage  that  would  arife 
to  both  kingdoms,  from  making  this  ifland  the  feat  of  that 
fabric.  Vide  3.  . 

Had  Sir  William  Temple  confidered  the  linen  and  hempen 
manufactures  as  a trade  in  the  poffeffion  of  England,  or  fo 
well  adapted  to  it  as  the  woollen,  he  could  not  have  recom- 
mended to  Ireland  to  relinquifli  the  latter,  and  adopt  thb 
former,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  ftaple  of  England. 

This  propofition  was  taken  up  by  the  Parliament  of  Eng^^ 
land,  in  1698,  with  a pofitive  promife,  on  the  part  of  the 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of  England,  to  give  all  poffible 
encouragement  to  the’linen  and  hempen  manufactures  mlre^ 
land,  without  any  reftriCtion  or  limitation  whatfoever.  Vide  4. 

In  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne  to  the  L iJlj  Parliament, 
27th  September,  1698.  The  adoption  of  the  linen  and 
hempen  in  preference  to  the  woollen  manufacture,  u jdrongly 
recommended  and  enforced.  Vide 

In 
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In  anfwcr  to  this  fpeech,  both  Houres  agreed  that' they 
would  apply  their  attention  to  the  linen  and  hempen  manu- 
factures, and  in  confequence  they  pafled  a law  this  Seffions, 
impofing  a tax  on  Irtp  woollen  manufactures  exported, 
amounting  to  a prohibition  (frize  excepted)  ; the  exporta- 
tion of  which  hath  been  fince  prohibited. ' Vide  6, 

. The  diftrefs  which  Ireland  fuffered  immediately  by  this* 
difcouragement,  and,  in  effeCt,  fuppreffion  of  her  woollen 
trade,  the  defertion  of  her  woollen  manufactures,  and  the 
fatal  conlequences  which  llie  experienced  therefrom,  are 
notorious.  Vide  7. 

Subfequent  to  i6p8,  Ireland,  after  a long  ftruggle,  op- 
pofed  by  the  eftablifhed  linen  trade  of  Germany,  Holland 
and  France,  then  in  full  pofleffion  of  the  Fnglijh  market, 
(and  at  an  enormous  expence  to  the  public)  made  a confider- 
able  progrefs  in  the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures,  when 
the  hempen  manufactures  received  a fatal  check,  23  Geo,  II. 
by  a tax  oh  fail-cloth,  made  of  Irifi  henip.  Vide  8. 

The  linen  manufacture  has  fince  received  a confiderable 
wound,  by  the  bounty  granted  on  cheques,  &c.  and  fhould 
that  bounty  be  increafed  to  three-half-pence  per  yard,  it 
would  be  fatal  in  its  operation  to  the  linen  manufacture  of 
Ireland,  as  it  would  give  an  advantage  of  upwards  of  30I.  per 
cent,  on  linen  yarn  to  manufacturers  in  Britain,  over  manu- 
facturers in  Ireland.  Vide  9. 

A bounty  on  cottons  would  not  only  operate  againfi:  the 
linen  manufacture,  but  the  woollen  manufacture  of  Bngland 
alfo. 

I 

^ Thus  it  appears,  that  for  want  of  information,  and  by 
the  error  of  fubfequent  Parliaments,  Ireland  hath  not  re- 
ceived 
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celved  as  much  encouragement  in  the  linen  and  hempen 
manufa^Vures  as  was  folemnly  promifed  in  1698,  by  the  King, 
Lords  and  Commons  of  England,  and  was  purchafed  by  va- 
luable confideration,  at  that  period,  on  the  part  of  Ireland, 
by  detachirig  herfelf  from  the  woollen  manufacture,  w’hilK 
fhe  hath  been  ftill  farther  reftrained  in  the  woollen  manu- 
facture than  was  even  defired  in  1698,  having  been  deprived 
of  the  export  pf  frize. 

The  bounties  alfo  granted  in  Great  Britain,  on  the  export 
tation  of  BritiJJi  and  Irijh  linens  therefrom,  are  miltaken  as 
to  their  operation,  being  in  effect  a premium  in  part  on  Bri-- 
fiJJj  linens,  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  linen  manufactures  of 
Ireland ; for  the  whole  bounty  is  received  without  deduction 
on  Britifh  linens,  whereas,  in  refpeCt  of  IriJJi  linens,  they 
‘ fufler  the  deduction  of  freight,  factorage,  rilk,  intereft,  and 
pther  contingencies.  Vide  io» 

The  duties  and  bounties  flated  in  the  ift  and  3d  propod^ 
tions,  in  a Paper,  entitled,  Thoughts  on  the  Britijh  Manufac* 
ture,  would  encourage  an  illicit  trade,'  as  by  that  Paper  the 
whole  duty  payable  on  foreign  linen,  would  amount  to  about 
40I.  per  cent,  and  the  general  bounty  on  exportation  of 
linen  about  lii.  per  cent,  which  put  together,  would  be  52I, 
per-cent,  in  favour  of  fmugglers  to  introduce  foreign  linens,,' 
and  pafs  them  as  home-made  linens  on  exportation. 

It  is  agreed,  that  a new  valuation ' of  all  foreign  linens 
ought  to  take  place,  and  a regulation  to  be  afeertained  of  the 
duties  payable  on  the  import  of  them, 'either  ad  valorem,  or 
in  fuch  other  mode  as  to  give  fufficient  advantage  to  the 
home  manufacture  in  the  Britijh  market  ; and  alfo,  that 
fuch  meafures  be  taken,  as  if  poluble  to  remove  the  difeou-' 
jagement  on  our  exports  to  Spain,  Portugal,  &c.  it  being 

VoL,.  L G notorious 


Collectanea  J^olttita. 


90 

notorious  that  our  linens  pay  14I.  per  cent,  on  their  import 
into  Spain)  whiift  the  French  pay  only  4I.  per  cent.  Vide  1 1. 

It  is  obvious,  from  the  flow  progrefs  of  the  linen  and 
hempen  manufactures  for  many  years  after  the  Revolution, 
that  no  encouragements  can  immediately  eftabli£h  a manu- 
facture, and  it  is  as  obvious,  that  one  imprudent  aCt  may 
defeat  the  progrefs  of  half  a century  ; as  appears  by  the 
operation  of  the  Statutes  13  Queen  Elizabeth  and  23  Geo,\l» 
againft  fail-cloth  made  of  Irijk  hemp.  " ' ' 

Ireland  pofTefles  advantages  for  carrying  on  the  linen  and 
hempen  manufactures,  fuperior  to  any  part  of  the  Britijh 
dominions,-  in  cheapnefs  of  labour,  fuel,  convenience  of 
rivers  for  mills  and  bleach-yards,  and  the  fitnefs  of  the  foil 
for  raiflng  hemp  and  flax.  ‘ - 

As  the  laws  of  Britain  are  now  conflrituted,  Ireland  has 
been  confined  to  the  linen  manufacture,  * and  circumferibed 
even  in  that  \ how  far  the  firfe  is  agreeable  to  policy,  or  the 
Compact,  -is  fubmitted.  But  it  feems  to  be  univerfally 
agreed,  that  it  would  be  more  for  the  intereft  of  Great  Brif 
tain  to  promote  and  encourage,  as  far  as  poflible,  the  linhi 
trade  of  Ireland^  rather- than  in  any  lhape  whatfoever  to  cir- 
'cumferibe  orreftrain  itd  ' v ^ . v. . 5 

. Upon  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  more 
advantageous  to  Great  Britain  and  to  Ireland^  that  no  foreign 
linen,  imported  into  Great  Britain^  fhould  be  entitled  to  any 
drawback  • whatfoever  on  exportation  ; and  v/e  alfo  appre- 
hend, the  levying  any  duties,  or  tax,  upon  the  exportation 
of  cheques,  ftained  linens,  or  fail-cloth  Ireland,  is  fo 
far  an  infringement  of  that  general  encouragement  promifed 
to  us,  on  our  relinquifhing  the  woollen  trade.  We  there- 
fore moft  carncftly  defire,  that  if  it  Ihall  be  thought  proper 
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by  the  BritiJ/i  Parliament,  to  give  any  bounties  whatfoever, 
in  favour  of  the  manufadlurer  of  linen,  of  any  fort, 

inch  bounty  may  be  fully  extended  to  Irelandy  and  fo  far  in- 
creafed  as  to  put  the  IriJJi  manufa£lurer  on  a par  with  the 
Britijh  manufadlurer,  which  is  not  now  the  cafe,  as  the  IriJJt 
inanufacSturer,  on  account  of  diftance,  freight,  factorage,  and 
other  expences,  cannot  bring  his  goods  to  market  on  equal 
j^erms  with  the  Britijh  manufa(51:iirer. 

i 

By  Order  of  the  Truftees  of  the 

Linen  Manufacture  of  Irelandy 
BROGHILL  NEWBURGH,  Sec. 

Linen-OjJlcey  Dublin-Cajlle^ 

. 2^ih  Mayy  1 771.  ’ 

No.  I.  In  1542,  the  33d  linen,  and  linen  and 

woollen  yarn,  were  enumerated  among  the  moft  confider- 
able  branches  of  trade  poflelTed  by  the  natives  of  Ireland^ 
jn  an  aCt  made  againft  grey  merchants  foreftaliing. 

The  nth  of  Queen  EHzabethy  the  fame  aCf  was  revived, 
and  a further  law  made  againft  watering  hemp  or  flax, 
in  rivers. 

The  13th  of  EHzabethy  all  perfons  were  prohibited  from 
exporting  wool,  flax,  linen,  and  woollen  yarn,  except  mer- 
chants refiding  in  cities  and  boroughs  •,  and  by  a further  act, 
the  fame  year,  a penalty  of  lad.  per  pound  was  impofed  on 
all  flax  or  linen  yarn  exported,  and  8d.  more  for  the  ufe  of 
the  town  exported  from.  In  this  laft  aCt^it  is  recited,  that 
the  merchants  of  Irela?id  had  been  exporters  of  thofe  arti- 
cles in  trade  upwards  of  one  hundred  years,  preceding  that 
period  ; and  by  many  fubfequent  aCls  and  proclamations, 
during  the  reigns  of  Charles  the  Firft  and  Second,  thofe  ma« 
pafadures  were  particularly  attended  to, 
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Hence  it  is  obvious,  that  hemp,  flax,  linen,  and  woollen 
yarn,  were  native  commodities  produced  in  fuch  abundance, 
as  to  fupply  the  fpinners  and  manufacture,  and  fpare  confl- 
derable  quantities  to  export  at  that  early  period. 

From  the  beft  eflimatlon  that  can  be  made,  the  quantity 
of  flax  imported  into  Ireland  in  1722,  being  about  108  tons, 
was  not  more  than  a 25th  part  of  the  quantity  ufed  in  the 
linen  manufaClure  for  home  confumption  and  exportation  at 
that  time  and  in  fix  years,  ending  the  25th  March  1770  ; 
the  medium  quantity  of  flax  imported  yearly,  was  about  460 
tons ; which  compared  with  the  increafe  of  the  manufacture 
for  home  confumption  and  exportation,  was  not  more  than  a 
thirtieth  part  of  the  flax  ufed  during  thofe  fix  years  ; and 
there  Is  a probability  of  the  quantity  of  material  imported 
being  totally  fupplied,  for  the  future,  by  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  the  Linen  Board  to  the  cultivation  of  flax,  as  an  ad- 
dition of  about  1400  acres  of  ground,  plantation  meafiire, 
properly  tilled  for  flax,  will  produce  a quantity  equal  to  the 
prefent  deficiency.  * * ‘ 

No.  2.  By  the  feverity  of  the  penalties  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  flax  and  linen  yarn,  the  13th  of  Elizabeth  : The  in- 
habitants being  ufed  only  to  make  linens  14  inches  broad,  a 
manufacture  peculiar  to  Irelandy^nd  not  in  demand  for  ex- 
portation, were  compelled  to  detach  themfelves  from  that 
branch  of  trade,  and  purfue  the  woollen,  in  which  they  had 
made  fo  confiderable  aprogrefs  before  1673,  as  to  induce  the 
manufacSturers  of  England  to  fear  they  might  become  rivals 
in  their  ftaple  trade  of  woollen,  . ' 

No.  3.  William  Temple y fpeaking  of  the  woollen  and 
linen  manufactures  of  exprcfles  himfelf  thus  : “ The 

<<  improvement  of  this  (the  wool  of  Ireland)  commodity  by 

manufactories  in  this  kingdom,  would  give  fo  great  a 
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clamp  to  t;he  trade  of  England^  (of  which  cloths,  ftufFs,  and 
{lockings  made  fo  mighty  a part)  that  it  feems  not  fit  to  be 
encouraged  here,  at  leaft  no  farther  than  luch  a quantity 
of  one  or  two  fummer  fluffs,  Irijh  frize,  and  cloth,  from 
fix  (hillings  to  fourteen,  as  may  fupply  in  fome  meafure 
the  ordinary  confumption  of  the  kingdom. 

The  foil  produces  flax  kindly  and  well,  and  fine  too, 
anfwerable  to  the  care  ufed  in  choice  of  feed,  and  exercife 
of  hufbandry. 

And  this  may  certainly  be  advanced  and  improved  into 
a great  manufacSlure  of  linen,  fo  as  to  beat  down  the  trade 
both  of  France  and  Holland^  and  draw  much  of  the  money 
which  goes  from  England  to  thofe  parts,  upon  this  occafion, 
into  the  hands  of  his  Maje fly's  fubjecfls  of  Irelandy  without 
eroding  any  interefl  of  trade  in  England ; for  befides  what 
“ what  has  been  faid  of  flax  and  fpinning,  the  foil  and  cli- 
mate  are  proper  for  whitening,  both  by  the  frequency  of 
brooks,  and  alfo  of  winds  in  the  country.”  And  further" 
obferves, 

But  after  all  thefe,  or  fuch  like  provifions,  there  ^e  but 
two  things  which  can  make  any  extraordinary  advance  iri 
this  branch  of  trade  *,  and  thofe  are,  firfl  an  increafe 
“ of  people  in  the  country  to  fuch  a degree,  as  may  make 
things  neceflary  to  life  dear,  and  thereby  force  general  in- 
duflry  from  each  member  of  a family  (women  as  well  as 
“ men)  and  in  as  many  forts,  as  they  can  well  turn  to,  which 
among  others  may,  in  time,  come  to  turn  the  vein  this 
“ way.  The  fecond  is  a particular  application  in  the  Go- 
G 3 vernment. 


* By  the  belt  calculation  that  could  be  made  of  the  inhabitants  In  1695, 
when  there  was  a Poll  Tax,  they  were  about  One 'Million,  and  at  this  prs= 
feat  time,  they  arc  eftimated  about  Two  Millions  and  a fialf. 
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vernmehtj  either  by  fome  Governor  on  his  own  private 
account  (as  he  inftances  in  the  Earl  of  Strafford* s defign) 
“ or  elfe  by  a confiderable  ftim  of  money  being  laid  afide, 
either  out  of  his  Majefty’s  prefent  revenue,  or  fome  future 
fubfidy  to  be  granted  for  this  occafion,  and  this  either  to 
be  employed  in  fetting  up  fome  great  linen  manufadlure^ 
in  fome  certain  place,  and  to  be  managed  by  fome  certain 
‘‘  hands,  both  for  making  all  forts  of  fine  cloths,  and  of 
thofe  for  fails  too,  the  benefit  Or  lofs  of  fuch  a tfalle  ac- 
cruing  to  the  Government,  until  it  comes  to  take  root  iit 
the  nation,  or  elfe,  if  this  feems  too  great  an  undertaking 
« for  the  humour  of  our  age,  then  fuch  a fum  of  money  to 
be  ready  in  hands,  appointed  by  the  Government,  for 
« taking  off,  at  common  moderate  prices,  all  fuch  pieces  of 
cloth,  as  fhall  be  brought  in  by  any  perfons,  at  certain 
times,  to  the  chief  town  of  each  county : And  all  fuck 
pieces  of  cloth  as  are  fit  for  fails,  to  be  carried  into  the 
{lores  of  the  navy  *,  all  that  are  fit  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
to  be  given  the  foldiers  (as  clothes  are)  in  part  of  their  pay ; 
and  all  finer  pieces  to  be  fold,  and  the  money  flill  applied 
to  the  increafe  or  conllant  fupply  of  the  main  flock/’ 

No.  4»  Jovis,  9 Junijj  1698. 

The  Earl  of  Stamford  rc^oitc^ftorci  the  Lords  Committees 
(appointed  to  draw  an  Addrefs  to  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefly,  relating  to  the  Woollen  Manufaclure  in  Ireland)  the 
following  Addrefs,  viz.  : 

We  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,-  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  do  humbly  reprefent  unto  your  Majefly,  that  the 
growing  manufaclure  of  cloth  in  Ireland^  both  by  the  cheap- 
nefs  of  all  {brts  of  necelTaries  for  life,  and  goodnefs  of  ma- 
terials for  making  of  all  manner  of  cloth,  doth  invite  your 
fubjecls  of  England^  with  their  families  and  fervants,  to  leave 
their  habitations  to  fettle  there,  to  the  increafe  of  the  wool- 
len 
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len  manufa^lure  in  Ireland^  which  makes  your  loyal  fubjedls 
in  this  kingdom  very  apprehenfive,  that  the  further  growth 
of  it  may  greatly  prejudice  the  faid  manufacture  here,  by 
which  the  trade  of  this  nation  and  the  value  of  lands  will 
very  much  decreafe,  and  the  number  of  your  people  be  much 
leflened  here  ; wherefore,  We  do  moft  humbly  befeech  your 
moft  facred  Majefty,  that  your  Majefty  would  be  pleafed,  in 
the  moft  public  and  effectual  way  that  may  be,  to  declare  to 
all  your  fubjeCts  of  Ireland^  That  the  growth  and  increafe  of 
the  woollen  manufacture  there,  hath  long,  and  will  ever  be 
looked  upon  with  great  jealoufy,  by  all  your  fut^’eCts  of  this 
kingdom,  and  if  not  timely  remedied,  may  occafion  very 
ftriCt  laws,  totally  to  prolvblt  and  fupprefs  the  fame  *,  and  on 
the  other  hand,  if  they  turn  their  induftry  and  Ikill  to  the 
fettling  and  improving  the  linen  manufacture,  for  which  ge- 
nerally the  lands  of  that  kingdom  are  very  proper,  they  lhall 
receive  all  countenance,  favour  and  proteCfion  from  your 
Royal  influence,  for  the  encouragement  and  promoting'  of 
the  faid  linen  manufacture,  to  all  the  advantage  and  profit  of 
which  that  kingdom  can  be  capable. 

To  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

It  is  ordered,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  In  Par- 
liament affembled,  that  the  Lords  with  white  Staves  do  hum** 
bly  attend  his  Majefty  with  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe,  con- 
cerning the  Woollen  Manufacture  of  Ireland, 

Die  Venerisy  10  Junijy  1698. 

The  Lord  Steward  reported  his  Majefty ’s  anfwer  to  the 
addrefs,  to  this  effeCt,  viz. ; 

That  his  Majefty  will  take  care  to  do  what  tficir  Lord- 

fhips  have  defired.’^ 


ASHLEY  CQWPER,  Clk.  Par. 
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Die  Jovlsj  30  Jumjy  1698* 

JMoJl  Gracious  Sovereign, 

your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje^ls,  the 
Commons  in  Parliament  afTembled,  being  very  fenfible  that 
the  wealth  and  power  of  this  kingdom  do,  in  a great  meafure, 
depend  on  the  preferving  the  woollen  manufadture,  as  much 
as  poffible,  entire  to  this  realm,  think  it  becomes  us,  like 
our  anceftors,  to  be  jealous  of  the  eftablifhment  and  increafe 
thereof  elfewhere,  and  to  ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  pre- 
vent it. 

Arid  therefore  we  cannot,  without  trouble,  obferve,  that  Ire^ 
land  which  is  dependent  on,  and  prote<El:ed  by  England,  In  the 
enjoyment  of  all  they  have  ; and  which  is  fo  proper  for  the 
linen  manufadture,  the  eftablilhment  and  growth  of  which 
there,  would  be  fo  enriching  to  themfelves,  and  fo  profit- 
able to  England ; lliould  of  late  apply  itfelf  to  the  woollen 
manufadlure,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  trade  of  this  king- 
dom, and  fo  unwillingly  promote  the  linen  trade,  which 
would  benefit  them  and  us.  • ^ 

The  confequence  whereof  will  neceflitate  your  ParllSVnent 
of  England  to  interpofe,  to  prevent  the  mifchief  that  threa- 
tens us,  unlefs  yohr  Majefty,  by  your  authority  and  great 
vvifdom,  fliall  find  means  to  fecure  the  trade  of  England,  by 
making  your  fubjeds  in  Ireland  to  purfue  the  joint  interefi: 
^ of  both  kingdoms. 

And  we  do  moft  humbly  Implore  your  Majefty’s  prote£lion 
and  favour  in  this  matter  ; and  that  you  will  make  it  your 
Royal  care,  and  enjoin  all  thofe  you  ^employ  in  Ireland,  to 
make  it  their  care,  and  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence,  to  hinder 
the  exportation  of  wool  from  Ireland,  except  to  be  imported 
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hither,  and  for  the  difeouraging  the  woollen  manuFa^lures, 
and  encouraging  the  .linen  manufadtures  In  Ireland^  to  which 
we  lhall  always  be  ready  to  give  our  utmofi;  affiftance. 


Refolved,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma* 
jefty  by  the  whole  Houfe. 

Sahbatiy  2 Die  yuUi^  1698.  Dccimo  GuUelmi  Illti'u 
His  MAjESTY^s  Anfwer:  ' 
Gentlemen, 

I SHALL  do  all  that  in  me  lies  to  difeourage  the  woollen 
manufacture  in  Ireiandy  and  to  encourage  the  linen  manu- 
facture there  j and  to  promote  the  trade  of  England* 

No.  5.  Tuefdayy  2"] th  September y 1698. 

Part  of  the  Lords  Jiiftices  Speech: 

Amongft  thefe  Bills,  there  is  one  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures.  At  our  firft  meet- 
ing, we  recommended  to  you  that  matter,  and  we  have  now 
endeavoured  to  render  that  Bill  practicable  and  ufeful  for 
that  effect,  and  as  fuch  we  now  recommend  it  to  you.  The 
fettlement  of  this  manufacture  will  contribute  much  to  peo- 
ple the  country,  and  will  be  found  much  more  advantageous 
to  this  kingdom  tuan  the  woollen  manufacture,  which  being 
the  fettled  ftaple  trade  of  England^  from  whence  all  foreign 
markets  are  fupplied,  can  never  be  encouraged  here  for  that 
purpofe ; whereas  the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures  will 
^ not  only  be  encouraged,  as  confiflent  with  the  trade  of  AV/g- 
landy  but  will  render  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  both  ufeful 
and  neceffary  to  England, 


No. 
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No.  6.  The  Commons  of  Ireland  returned  the  following 
anfwer  to  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne  : 

We  pray  leave  to  afllire  your  Excellency,  that  wefliall 
heartily  endeavour  to  eftablilli  a linen  and  hempen  manu- 
fadture  here,  and  to  render  the  fame  ufeful  to  England^ 
as  well  as  advantageous  to  this  kingdom,  and  that  we  hope 
to  find  fuch  a temperament,  in  refpedt  to  the  woollen 
“ trade  here,  that  the  fame  may  not  be  injurious  to  Eng- 
land.^*  And  they  pafied  a law  that  Seflion,  commencing 
'I ^th.  March  1699,  laying  4s.  additional  duty  on  every  20s. 
value  of  broad-cloth  exported  out*  of  Ireland^  and  2s.  on 
every  20s.  value  of  ferges,  baize,  kerfeys,  {luffs,  or  any 
other  fort  of  new  drapery  made  of  wool,  or  mixed  with, 
wool  (frizes  only  excepted)  which  was  in  efledl  a prohibition. 
And  the  fame  Seffion  a law  was  paffed  in  Englandy  reftrain- 
ing  Ireland  from  exporting  thofe  woollen  manufadlures,  in- 
cluding frize,  to  any  other  parts,  except  England  and  Wales. 

No.  7.  The  inhabitants  of  Ireland  were  not  at  this  time 
in  number  much  above  one  million,  and  the  woollen  manu- 
fadlure  the  only  trade  on  which  the  greater  part  depended 
for  employment  and  fupport  ; and  many  wealthy  manufac- 
turers, carrying  with  them  their  families  and  afliftants, 
quitted  the  kingdom. 

No.  8.  The  Trufiees  of  the  Linefi  Board  expended  near 
half  a million  of  money  in  different  fchemes,  to  extend  and 
promote  the  linen  and  hempen  manufa£lures,  before  the 
year  1750,  exclufive  of  the  penfionsand  large  fums  paid  to 
foreigners  who  were  invited  into  the  kingdom,  to  in{lru6l 
the  inhabitants  in  the  various  branches  thereof ; and  it  ia 
with  good  reafon  believed,  that  the  nobility,  geiitry,  and 
private  adventurers,  expended  a much  larger  fum,  in  order 
to  introduce  ^d  eftablifii  thofe  manufa^ures  in  the  coun- 
try ; 
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ti7  ; and  at  this  time  they  had  made  a confiderable  prcgrefs 
in  the  linen  mahufafture,  and  were  fo  fuccefsful  in  raifing 
hemp  in  Ireland^  as  to  export  confiderable  quantities  of  duck 
or  fail-cloth  yearly,  previous  to  the  duty  impofed  in  Britahiy 
of  2d.  per  yard,  ori  all  fail-cloth  of  the  value  of  lod.  and 
under  I4d.  and  qd.  per  yard  on  all  Tail-cloth  of  the  value  of 
iqd.  per  yard,  of  upwards,  that  had  received  the  bounty  or 
encouragement  in  Ireland ^ granted  on  fail-cIo"h  made  of 
Irijh  hemp  ; by  which  means  a ftop  was  put  to  the  further 
cultivation  of  hemp  in  Ireland^  and  the  fail- cloth  manufac- 
ture in  a great  mealure  reftored  to  the  Ruffians^  Dutch  and 
Germansy  the  imports  of  foreign  duck  or  fail-cloth  into  Eng-^ 
land  (exclufive  of  Scotland)  being  as  follov/s,  at  thoTe  fol- 
lowing periods.  In  the  year  ending  Chrjlmasy  1730, 
507,764  yards.  In  the  year  ending  Chrijlmasy  1751,  when 
this  tax  in  England  took  place;  521,741  yards;  and  in  the' 
year  ending  Chrijlmasy  1770,  537,068  yards.  Thus  it  is 
obvious,  whilft  Ireland  hath  been  deprived  of  the  benefit  pro- 
pofed  to  her  by  the  fail-cloth  manufadure,  that  foreign 
countries  have  reaped  the  advantage^  by  an  increafing  trade, 
that  might  have  been  at  this  day  in  a great  meafure  fupplled 
from  Ireland, 

Ko.  9.  Chequed,  ftriped,  printed,  painted,  ftained,  or 
dyed  linens  of  the  manufacture  of  Ireland^  are  not  allowed  to 
be  imported  into  Britawy  although  there  is  no  refervation 
tending  thereto  in  the  addrefies  of  the  Lords  and  Commons 
of  Englaftdy  or  in  the  King’s  anfwers,  or  in  the  propofition 
by  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne  to  the  Irtjh  Parliament,  in 
1698. 

Thofe  manufaclures  anfwer  the  piirpofes  of  -the  lower 
clafs  of  working  people,  in  many  refpeCts,  better  than  plain 
linen,  fuch  as  Tailors,  labourers,  and  various  ufes  for  wo- 
men’s wear,  and  have  been  gaining  ground  on  the  plain 

linen 
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linen  manufa£lures  feveral  years  for  home  confumptlon  and 
exportation,  as  appears  by  the  exports  from  England  and 
Scotland, 

Cheques  and  ftriped  linens  are  generally  made  about  one- 
fifth  part  thinner  or  lighter  in  the  fabric,  than  plain  linens, 
and  fuch  as  are  exported,  are  on  a medium  26  to  27  inches 
wide,  and  generally  made  of  yarn,  not  execeding  two  dozen, 
or  about  icd.  or  i id.  value  in  the  pound,  great  part  of  which 
is  imported  into  Britain  from  Inland ; and  as  one  pound  of 
yarn  will,  on  a medium,  make  upwards  of  three  yards  of 
thofe  cheques,  or  ftriped  goods,  a bounty  of  one  half-penny 
per  yard  given  thereon,  is  a premium  of  upwards  of  three 
half-pence  on  the  pound  of  j^arn,  value  lod.  or  iid.  in  fa- 
vour of  a manufacturer  in  Britain  over  a manufacturer  in  /rr- 
landi  from ‘Which  bounty  the  IriJIi  cheques,  ftriped  or 
painted  linens,  &c.  are  totally . excluded,  their  importatiois 
into  Britain  being  prohibited. 

If  this  bounty  is  continued,  it  is  obvious  It  will  advance 
the  yarn  on  the  manufacturers  of  Ireland  15I.  percent,  and 
if  increafed  to  three  half-pence  per  yard,  it  would  enable  the 
manufacturers  of  Britain  to  fubftitute  cheques,  and  ftriped 
linens,  &c.  in  place  of  plain  linens  throughout  the  Britijh 
plantations,  and  in  many  other  markets,  and  at  the  fame 
time  advance  Irijh  linen  yarn  fo  much  in  price,  as  to  prevent 
the  IriJJ}  manufacturers  from  fending  their  low-priced  plain 
linens  to  market  on  fuch  reafonable  terms,  as  to  vie  with  the 
foreign  manufactures,  and  thereby  in  a few  years  deftroy  the 
linen  manufacture  of  Ireland, 

A bounty  on  cottons,  of  three  half-pence  per  yard,  as 
propofed  in  Thoughts  on  the  Linen  ManufaSlure  of  Great  Bri- 
iainy  would  operate  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  bounty  on 
cheques,  &c.  in  advancing  the  price  of  Irijh  linen  yarn,  and 

would. 
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would,  m effe£l:,  increafe  their  confumption,  and  make 
them.a  fubftitute  mxht  Brit^h  plantations  and  elfewhere,  in 
the  place  of  light  manufaclures  of  wool,  and  alfo  all  low-* 
priced  linens. 

No.  10.  In  the  year  ending  Chrijlmasy  1770,  the  boun- 
ties paid  on  Britijh  linen  exported  from  Englajidy  were 
20,0581.  3s.  id.  and  on  Irijh  linen  16,921!.  15s.  3d.  in 
both  for  bounties  36,979!.  183.  46.  on  plain  linen  ; and 
when  the  Scotch  bounties  paid  for  that  year  are  added  thereto, 
they  will  appear  to  nearly  counterbalance  the  drawback  al- 
lowed the  lame  ypr  on  foreign  linens  exported  out  of  Great 
Britainy  which  is  64,319!.  19s.  Thofe  bounties  were  at 
firft  granted  to  put  Britijh  and  IriJJi  linens  on  a par  with  fo- 
reign linens  in  the  plantations,  rather  than  take  oft  the  draw- 
backs, until  there  was  a profpe£l:  of  Britain  and  Ireland  fup- 
plying  thofe  markets  fully  with  their  own  linen  manufac- 
tures. However  thofe  arguments  might  have  prevailed  with 
the  Britijh  Legiflature  near  thirty  years  ago,  on  the  hrn:  ap- 
plication for  thofe  bounties,  when  the  Colonifts  were  not  fo 
well  enabled,  from  their  trade,  to  advance  the  price  of  their 
linens, . the  prefent  hate  of  the  linen  and  hempen  manu- 
faflure  of  Ireland^  requires  Immediate  proteeSlion  and  aid, 
and  abftrafted  from  the  him  Government  \yill  fave  by  it,  of 
upwards  of  i2o,oocl.  yearly,  as  the  duties  now  hand,  no 
fcheine  can  be  devifed  fo  effectual  and  eafy,  as  to  drop  all 
bounties  on  Britipi  and  Irifu  linens,  to  take  off  the  drawbacks 
on  foreign  linens  exported  from  Britain^  and  grant  fuch 
further  duties,  on  a proper  inineftion  of  the  feveral  fpecies 
of  foreign  linens  imported  into  Britainy  as  may  preferve  to 
the  home  manufadture  an  advantage  in  the  Britijh  markets. 

The  bounty  renewed  in  1756,  and  the  fubfidy  of  1759, 
have  not  been  the  foie  caufe  that  produced  the  effedf  fup- 
pofed  in  ThughtSy  &c.  in  lowering,  between  1756  and  1765, 
‘ ^ the 
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the  importation  of  foreign  linens  near  feven  mUlions  of  yards 
yearly,  as  the  imports  of  foreign  linens  were  only  about 
25,000^000  yards,  in  1752  and  1754;  and  the  Calamities 
and  depopulation  occafioned  in  Germany  and  Rujfiay  by  the 
late  war,  had  the  greateft  lhare  in  advancing  their  linens, 
and  lelTening  the  quantities  imported,  in  the  years  preceding 
j 765,  into  as  will  fully  appear  by  the  imports  of 

foreign  linens  increafing  in  1769  ; and  fomething  more  ef- 
fecSlual  is  ftill  neceflary  to  be  done  to  encourage  tlie  home 
inanufa£lure,  and  prevent  an  illicit  trade. 

No.  II.  The  market  of  ^pain  being  opened  to 
fubjedts  on  the  fame  terms  as  it  is  to  France,  would  be  a 
great  acquihtion  to  the  linen  and  cotton  manufacturers  of 
Britain  and  Ireland,  the  confumption  of  Old  Spain  and  her 
dominions,  it  is  believed,  being  as  confiderable  as  the  con- 
fumption of  the  Brit'ijh  dominions  ; and  there  are  many 
branches  in  the  manufacture,  fuch  as  the  Britannias,  that 
could  be  made  to  great  perfection  in  Ireland,  and  finiihed  in 
bleaching  fuperior  to  any  fent  from  France^ 

. % ^ ^ 

Such  were  the  obfervatlons  made  on  this  fubjeCt  by  the 
Truftees  of  the  Linen  Manufacture,  and  returned  to  Par- 
liament : they  appear  to  have  been  approved  of  in  general 
by  the  Committee  which  was  afterwards  appointed  in  1774^ 
to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  that  manufacture  in  this  kingdom, 
as  appears  by  their  report,  which  may  be  feen  at  large  in 
Comm.  Joprn.  Vol.  xvi.  From  both  which  we  have  feme 
ufeful  information  reipecting  the  Itate  of  our  Irifh  manufac- 
tures to  that  period. 

During  the  Sellion^of  1771,  the  city  of  Dublin  loft  a 
zealous  advocate  for  its  Liberties,  by  the  death  of  the  cele- 
brated Dr,  Charles  Lucas,  who  had  been  for  many  yearii 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  that  city  in  Parliament.  He 
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died  on  the  5th  of  November  in  that  year,  after  having  de- 
fervedly  obtained  the  charaflcr  of  a ilcillful  Phyfician,  and 
incorruptible  Senator.  His  knowledge  in  chymiftry  was  ex- 
tenfive,  and  his  abilities  as  a writer  and  an  orator,  procured 
him  cdnfidcrable  applaufe. 

From  what  has  been  before  obferved  refpefling  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  Lord  Tonvnjhendy  (which  now  drev/  towards 
its  concluhon)  it  appears  that  meafures  were  attempted  to 
be  carried  in  the  moft  arbitrary  manner,  and  in  actual  viola- 
tion of  Conftitutional  RightL  It  is  traei  we  have  not  to 
dread  at  this  day,  any  renewal  of  luch  contefts — the  law  of 
Poyning,  with  its  long  complained  of  conl’equences,  may 
felt  in  its  grave  ; but  the  following  remarks  on  that  fubjedt, 
by  a learned  writer,  are  not  undeferving  the  reader’s  atten- 
tion : — We  give  them  from  Dr.  Sullivan's  Lectures  on  the 
Feudal  and  Engllfh  Laws  ; " ' ’ ' 

‘‘  Our  Legifiature,”  (fays  he,  referring  to  an  early  period) 
then  conlifting  of  three'  diftindi  parts,*  the  King,  Lords', 
and  Commons,  in  procefs  of  time,  each  of  them  grew  up 
to  have  diftinft  privileges,  as  to  the  beginning  particular  , 
bufinefles.  Thus  all  acSts  of  general  grace  and  pardon  take 
their  rife  from  the  King  *,  a6ts  relative  to  the  Lords,  and 
matters  of  dignity,  in  that  Houfe  ; and  the  granting  of  mo- 
ney, in  the  Commons.  How  the  Com.mons  came  by  this  ex- 
clufive  right,  as  to  money  matters,  is  nbt  fo  eafy  to  deter- 
mine. Certain  it  is  that,  originally,  the  Lords  frequently 
taxed  themfelves,  as  did  the  Commons  the  commonalty, 
without  any  communication  with  each  other;  but  after- 
wards, when  it  was  judged  better  to  lay  on  general  taxes, 
that  fhould  equally  affect  the  whole  nation,  thefe  generally 
took  their  rife  in  that  Houfe  which  reprefeiited  the  bulk  of 
the  people  ; and  this,  by  fteadinefs  and  perfeverance,  they 
have  arrogated  fo  far  into  a right  peculiar  to  themfelves,  as 
^ ^ not 
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not  to  allow  the  Lords  a power  to  change  the  leaft  tittle  in  a 
money  bill.  As  to  laws  that  relate  not  to  thefe  peculiar  pri- 
vileges, they  now  take  their  rife  indifferently  either  in  the 
Lords  or  Commons,  and  when  framed  into  a bill,  and  ap- 
proved of  by  both,  are  prefentcd  to  the  King  for  his  affent; 
and  this  has  been  the  practice  for  thefe  two  or  three  hun- 
dred years  pafl. 

, But  the  ancient  method  of  pafling  laws  was  different,  and 
was  not  only  more  refpedtful  to,  but  left  more  power  in  the 
Crown.  The  Houfe  which  thought  a new  law  expedient, 
drew  up  a petition  to  the  King,  fetting  forth  the  mifchief, 
and  praying  that  it  might  be  redreffed  by  fuch  or  fuch  a re- 
medy. When  both  Houfes  had  agreed  to  the  petition,  it 
was  entered  on  the  Parliament-roll,  and  prefented  to  the 
King,  who  gave  fuch  anfwer  as  he  thought  proper,  either 
confenting  in  the  whole,  by  faying,  let  it  he  as  is  deftred^  or 
accepting  part  and  refufing  or  pafiing  by  the  reft,  orrefufing 
the  whole  by  faying,  let  the  ancient  laws  he  ohfervedy  or  in  a 
gentler  tone,  the  King  will  deliberate.  And  after  his  anfwer 
was  entered  on  the  roil,  the  Judges  met,  and  on  confidera- 
tion  of  the  petition  and  anfwer,  drew  up  the  a^l,  whicl^ 
was  fent  to  be  proclaimed  in  the  feyeral  ccui^ties^ 

Lord  Coke  very  juftly  obferves  that  thefe  a<fts  drawn  up 
by  men,  mafters  of  the  law,  w^ere  generally  exceedingly 
well  penned,  fhort,  and  pithy,  ftriking  at  the  root  of  the 
grievance,  and  introducing  no  new  ones  ; whereas  the  long 
and  ill-penned  ftatutes  of  later  days,  drawn  up  in  the  Houfes, 
have  given  occafton  to  multitudes  of  doubts  and  fuits,  and 
often,  in  flopping  one  hole,  have  opened  two.  However, 
notwithftanding  this  inconvenience,  there  was  good  caufe 
for  the  alteration  of  method.  The  Judges,  if  at  the  devo- 
tion of  the  Court,  would  fometimes  make  the  moft  benefi- 
cial laws  elufory,  by  inferting  a falvo  to  the  prerogative, 
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though  there  was  none  in  the  King’s  anfwer  *,  whereas  by 
following  the  prefent  courfe,  the  fubje<Sts  have  reduced  the 
King  to  his  bare  affirmative  or  negative,  and  he  has  loft  that 
privilege,  by  the  difufe  of  petitions,  of  accepting  that  part 
which  was  beneficial  to  himfelf,-  and  denying  the  remainder. 

I have  the  rather  mentioned  this  ancient  practice  of 
making  laws,  becaufe  it  ftiews  how  inconfiftent  with  our 
Conftitution  is' that  Republican  notion,  which  was  broached 
by  the  enemies  of  Charles  the  Firft,  that  the  King,  by  his 
Coronation  Oath,  fwearing  to  obferve  the- laws  quas  vulgus 
elegeritj  was  obliged  to  pafs  all  bills  prefented  to  him,-  and 
‘had  no  negative.  The  meaning,  certainly,  only  extended 
to  his  obfervation  of  the  laws  in  being.  For  if  the  words 
were  to  be  conftrued  'of  future  propofitions,  and  in  thefenfe 
that  thofe  people  would  put  upon  them,  the  Lords  alfo,  as 
well  as  the  King,  -muft  be  deprived  of  their  power  of  diiTent, 
and  fo  indeed,  it  appears,  they  expounded  it  ; for  when 
the  Lords  offended  them,  by  refufing  the  trial  of  the  King, 
they  confiftently  enough  with  the  maxim  they  had  eftablifh- 
ed,  turned  them  out  of  doors. 

But  though  fuch  as  I hate  mentioned  is  the  Conftitution 
of  the  Englifii  Parliament,  the  form  of  the  Legiflature  in 
this  kingdom  hath  been  for  above  two  hundred  and  fixty 
years  very  different,  the  nature  of  which,  and  the  caufes  of 
its  deviation  from  its  model,  it  is  proper  every  gentleman  of 
this  country  fhould  be  acquainted  with.  .In  the  infancy  of 
the  Englifli  Government  in  Ireland,  the  Chief  Governors 
were  generally  chofen  by  the  King  out  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Pale^  the  defeendants  of  the  firft  conquerors,  both  as  they 
were  better  acquainted  with  the  intereft,  and  more  concerned 
in  the  prefervation  of  the  colony,  and  alfo  as,  by  their  great 
pofleffions,  they  were  better  erabled  to  fupport  the  dignity 
of  the  place,  whofe  appointments,  (the  King's  revenues 
VoL.  I.  H being 
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being  Incnnfiderable,)  were  very  low.  Thefe  Governors, 
however,  though  men  of  the  greateft  abilities,  and  of  equal 
faithfulnefs  to  the  Crown,  were  not  able  to  preferve  the 
footing  the  Englifh  had  got  foon  after  the  conqueft  ; but 
were  every  day  lofing  ground  to  the  natives,  down  to  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  which  is  generally,  and,  I be- 
lieve, juftly  attributed  to  the  negligence  of  the  Englifli 
LfOrds,  who,  by  intermarriages,  had  acquired  great  eftates 
in  Ireland.  The  power  of  thefe  Lord  Lieutenants  was,  in 
one  refpedl,  likewife  exorbitant,  namely,  in  giving  confent  to 
laws  without  ever  confulting  his  Majefty ; a power,  perhaps, 
necelTary  at  firft,  when  the  country  was  in  a perpetual  ftate 
of  war,  and  its  intereft  would  not  brook  delays,  but  cer- 
tainly, both  for  the  fake  of  King  and  People,  not  fit  to  be 
continued. 

tt  was  natural,  therefore,  for  the  King,  who  found  him- 
felf  ill  ferved,^  to  change  hands,  and  to  entruft  this  exorbitant 
power  with  perfons  not  eftated  in  the  country,  and  whofe 
attachment  he  could  confide  in  ; and  accordingly,  from  that 
time, ' we  find  natives  of  England  generally  appointed  to  the 
Government,  to  the  great  difeontent  of  the  Irifh  Lords,  who 
looked  upon  themfelves  as  injured  by  the  antient  pradlice 
not  being  continued-  This  difeontent  was  farther  inflamed 
by  a very  extraordinary  ftep,  which  this  otherwile  wife  and 
juft  King  was  prevailed  upon  to  take,  and  which  firft  gave 
rife  to  that  famous  diftinflion  between  the  Englifli  by  blood, 
and  the  Englifli  by  birth.  This  King  and  his  father  Edward 
the  Second,  had  granted  great  eftates,  and  extenlive  jurif* 
didlion  to  many  Irifh  Lords  of  Englifli  blood,  for  fervices 
pretended  to  have  been  done,  many  of' which  it  it  probable 
enough,  as  the  King  alledged,  were  obtained  by  deceit  and 
falfe  reprefentation  ; and  had  he  contented  himfelf  with 
proceeding  in  a legal  courfe,  by  calling  thefe  patents  in  by 
^Ire  facias^  and  vacating  them  upon  proof  of  the  deceit,  no 
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perfon  could  have  complained  ) but  he  took  a very  different* 
method,  as  appears  from  the  writ  he  thought  proper  to 
iffue  on  that  occafion.  ^lia  plures  exceJfiv(B  donailones  ter-^ 
rarunif  tenementorum  Isf  hhertatum^  in  terra  Hiberntay  ad 
minus  veracem  ^ fubdolam  fuggejiionem  petentiumy  tarn  per 
Edward  II,  quam  per  regein  nunc  fallre  funty  rex  deluforias 
hujufmodi  machinationes  volens  elidercy  de  conciho  peritorum  ftbi 
affijlentiumy  omnes  donationes  ierrarumy  tenementorumy  ^ //* 
- bertatum  pradiliarum  duxit  revocandaSy  quoufque  de  merit  is 
perfonarumy  de  caufts  conditionihus  donationum  pradilfarum 
fuerit  injormatusy  ^ idea  mandatum  e j}  jujliciariis  regni  Hiber^ 
nicCy  quod  omnia  terras  tenementa  ^ hbertates  predicla  per 
diSlos  regis  jujiiciarios  aut  locum  tenentes  fuos  quibufcunque  per* 
fonis  fa&a  fcire  facias.  This  hafty  ftep  alienated  the  Eng-^ 
lifh  Irifli  from  the  King  and  his  advifers,  and  though,  after 
a conteft  of  eleven  years,  the  King  annulled  this  prefump- 
tion,  the  jealoufy  continued  on  both  (ides,  and  the  Irifli  of 
Englifh  blood  were  too  ready  to  follow  the  banners  of  any 
pretender  to  the  Crown  of  England. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  that  weak  Prince’s  Mi- 
nifters,  jealous  of  the  influence  of  Richard,  Duke  of  York 
in  England,  and  of  his  pretenflons  to  the  Crown,  conftitut- 
ed  him  Governor  of  Ireland ; than  which  they  could  not 
have  done  a thing  more  fatal  to  their  mafter’s  family,  or  to 
the  conftitution  of  this  kingdom  : for  to  induce  him  to  ac- 
cept, it,  fo  eager  were  they  to  remove  him  from  England, 
they  armed  him  almofl:  wdth  regal  powers.  He  was  made 
Lieutenant  for  ten  years,  had  all  the  revenue,  without  ac- 
count, befides  an  annual  allowance  from  England  ; had 
power  to  farm  the  King’s  lands,  to  place  and  difplace  officers, 
and  levy  foldiers  at  his  pleafure.  The  ufe  the  Duke  made 
of  his  Commiffion  was  to  ftrengthen  his  parry,  and  make 
Ireland  an  afylum  for  fuch  of  them  as  fliould  be  oppreffed 
in  England  y and  for  this  purpofe  paffed  an  a<fl;  of  parlia- 
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•ment,  reciting  a preferlption,  that  any  perfon,  for  'any 
caufe,  coming  into  the  fard  land,  had  ufed  to  receive  fuc- 
cour,  tuition,  fupportation,  and  free  liberty  within  the 
faid  land,  during  their  abiding  there,  without  any  griev- 
ance, hurt,  or  moleftation  of  any  perfon,  notwithftanding 
any  writ,  privy  feal,  great  feal,  letters  miffive  under  fignet, 
or  other  commandment  of  the  King  ; confirming  the  faid 
prefer iption,  and  making  it  high  treafon  in  any  perfon  who 
fhould  bring  in  fuch  writs,  and  fo  forth,  to  attach  or  difturb 
any  fuch  perfon. 

. This  a£V,  together  with  the  Duke's  popularity,  and  the 
great  eflate  he  had  in  this  kingdom,  -attached  the  Englifh 
Jrifli  firmly  to  his  family,-  infomuch  that,  in  Henry  the  Se- 
venth's reign,  they  crowned  the  impoftor  Lambert  Simnel, 
and  were  afterwards  ready  to  join  Perkin  Warbeck  ; and  by 
this  act  of  the  Duke  of  York’s  they  thought  to  exculpate 
themfelves.  But  when  that  King  had  trodden  down  all  op- 
pofition,  he  took  advantage  of  the  precarious  fituation  they 
were  in,  not  only  to  have  that  a£t  repealed,  and  to  deprive 
his  reprefentatives -there  from  palling  laws  rege  Inconfulto^  but 
alfo  to  make  fuch  a change  in  the  ^Legillature,  as  would 
throw  the  principal  weight  into  his  and  his  fucceflbrs  hands, 
. and  this  was  by  the  famous  law  of  Foynhg’s.  By  former 
laws, a Parliament  was  to  be  holden  once  a year,  and  the 
Lords  and  Commons,  as  in  England,  were  the  propofers. — 
This  a£l:,  intended  to  alter  thefe  points,  gave  occafion  to 
many  doubts  ; and  indeed,  it  feems  calculated  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  not  difclofing  its  whole  effect  at  once.  Its  principal 
purport  at  firft  view,  feeming  to  be  intended  to  reftrain  the 
, calling  the  Parliament,  except  on  fuch  occafion  as  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Council  Ihould  fee  fome  good  caufes  for  it, 
that  .Ihould  be  approved  by  the  !King.  The-  words  are, 
that  ‘‘  from  the  next  Parliament  that  fiiall  beholden  by  the 
««  King’s  commandment  and  licence,  no  Parliament  be  hol- 
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^ den  hereafter  in  the'  faid  land,  but  at  fuch  feafon  as 'the 
King’s  Lieutenant  and  Council  there  fir  ft  do  certify  to  the 
King,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  that  land^  the  caufes  and 
‘‘ cQr>ftderations  ; and  all  fuch  a6ts  as  to  them  feemetli' 
fhould  pafs  in  the  fame  Parliament,  and  fuch  caufes,  con- 
“ liderations,  and  acfts,  affirmed  by  the  King  and  his  Coun- 
« cil  to  be  good  and  expedient  for  that  land,  and  his  licence 
thereupon,  as  well  in  affirmation  of  the  faid  caufes  and^ 
a61:s,  as  to  fummon  the  faid  Parliament  under  his  Great 
Seal  of  England  had  and  obtained  ; that  done,-  a Parlia- 
<<  ment  to  be  had  and  holden  after  the  form  and  eftecSt.  before 
rehearfed,  and  any  Parliament  holden  contrary,  to  be 
« deemed  voidd^ 

The  fir  ft  and  great  eft’ecl:  of  this  acft  was,  that  it  repealed 
the  law  for  annual  Parliaments,  and  made  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Council,  or  the  King  who  had  the  naming  of 
them,  with  his  Council  of  England,  the  propofer  to  the  two 
Houfes  of  the  laws  to  pafs,  at  leaft  of  thofe  that  fhould  be 
fo  devifed  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  But  the  great 
doubt  was,  as  there  was  no  exprefs  words  depriving  the 
Lords  and  Commons  of  their  former  rights,  whether,  when.] 
the  Parliament  was'  once  met,  they  hijd  not  ftill  the  old 
right  of  beginning  other  bills,  or  whether  they  were  not  re-^- 
ftrained  to  the  acls  fo  certified  and  returned.  By  jhe  pre-'- 
ambles  of  fome  acls,  foon  after  made,  expreffing  th^t  they 
were  made  at  the  prayer  of  the  Commorig  in  the  prefent 
Parliament  aftembled,  one  would  be  inclined  to  think  that 
the  Commons,  after  aftembling  the  Parliament;  had  pro- 
pofed  thefe  laws.  Certain  it  is,  the  latter  opinion,  fupport- 
ed  by  the  Minifters  of  the  King  and  his  Lawyers,  gained 
ground.  For,  in  the  twenty-eighth  of  Plenry  the  Eighth’s 
reign,  an  acft  was  made  fufpending  Poyning’s  law  with  re- 
fpeift  to  all  a6fs  already  pafted,  or  to  be  paffed  in  that  Parlia- 
^iamsnt ; the  pafting  of  which  acft  certainly  a ftrong  con- 
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firmation  of  what  was  before  doubtful  againft  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  or  Commons  in  Ireland,  whether  they  could  bring  in 
bills  different  from  thofe  tranfmitted  by  the  Council ; fince 
here  they  both  confented  to  the  fufpenfion  of  the  adl,  to 
^iiake  valid  the  laws  they  had  paffed  or  fliould  pafs  in  that 
Farliament,  without  the  previous  ceremony. 

But  in  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary,  by  which  time  this 
opinion*  before  doubtful  (for  fo  it  is  mentioned  in  the  aft 
then  made)  was,  however,  to  be  maintained,  and  llrength- 
cned,  as  it  added  power  to  the  Crown,  the  aft  we  at  pre^ 
fent  live  under  was  made  to  prevent  all  doubts  in  the  former, 
which  was  certainly  framed  in  words  calculated  to  create 
fuch  doubts,  to  be  extended  in  favour  of  the  prerogative. — 
This  provides,  that  as  many  caufes  and  confiderations  for 
afts  not  forefeen  before,  may  happen  during  the  fitting  of 
Parliament,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  may  certify 
them,  and  they  fhould  pafs,  if  they  ftiould  be  agreed  to  by 
the  Lords  and  Commons.  But  the  great  ftrokes  in  this  new 
aft  were  two,  the  firft  explanatory  of  part  of  the  former  in 
Henry  the  Seventh’s  reign,  that  is,  that  the  King  and  Coun- 
cil of  England  fhould  have  power  to  alter  the  afts  tranfmitted 
by  the  Council  of  Ireland  ; fecondly,  the  enafting  part, 
that  no  afts  but  fuch  as  came  over  under  the  Great  Seal  of 
England,  fliould  be  enacted  ; which  made  it  clear,  that 
neither  Lords  nor  Commons  in  Ireland  had  a right  to  frame 
or  propofe  bills  to  the  Crown,  but  that  they  muff  firfl:  be 
framed  in  the  Privy  Council  of  Ireland,  afterwards  confent- 
ed to,  or  altered  by  the  King,  and  the  fame  Council  of  Eng- 
land, and  then,  appearing  ^n  the  face  of  bills,  be  refufed  or 
'Accepted  in  ioto  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  here. 

It  is  true,  that  both  Lords  and  Commons  have  attempted, 
and  gained  an  approach  towards  their  antient  rights  of  be- 
ginn^Jg  billsj  not  in  that  namcj  but  under  the  name  of 
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Heads  of  Bills^ , to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Council ; but  as  the 
Council  are  the  firft  beginners  of  aBs  of  Furliamenty  they 
have  afliimed  a power  of  modelling  thefe  alfo.  The  Legifla* 
ture  of  Ireland  is,  ^therefore,  very  complicated.  * Firft,  the 
Privy  Council  of  Ireland,  who,  though  they  may  t^e  the 
hint  from  the  Lords  or  Commons,  frame  the  bill  5 next, 
the  King  and  Council  of  England,  who  have  a power  of  al- 
teration, ^d  really  make  it  a bill,  unalterable,  by  fending 
Jt  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England  ; then  the  two  Houfes 
of  Lords  and  Commons,  who  muft  agree  in  the  whole,  or 
reject  the  whole  j and,  if  it  pafles  all  thefe,  it  is  prefented 
to  the  King  for  his  aftent  j which,  indeed,  is  but  nominal, 
as  it  was  before  obtained. 

* This  refcM  to  the  CpnfUtBjion  of  Ireland,  as  it  flood  previous  t© 
$bc  late  UnhOi 
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Commencement  of  Earl  Har court's  Admirnf  ration,— Speaker's 
Obfervations  on prefenting  the  Money  Bills, — Excije  Board- — ' 
Tropcfals  for  an  ,Abjentee  Tax. — Proceedings  in  England 
-jhereupoiu — Tontine. — Bill  pafjed  in  the  Britijh  Barliament 
in  favour  of  Ireland. — Remarks. — FffeEis  of  the  American 
Conteji.—Tetitioft  of  the  City  of  Waterford. — Motion  in  the 
Commons  for  an  Addrefs. — National  Accounts. — Proceedings 
in  Great  Britain  relative  to  Ireland. — ConctuB  of  Earl  of 
Effingham,^  ^c. — Proceedings  of  the  Citizens  of  Diihlih.— 
Proclamation  of  the  Privy  Council, — Patriotic  conduB  of 
Elr.  Ogle  refpeBing  an  Embargo. — Debates  in  the  Britifi 
parliament.  ^ 

The  Parliament  afTembled  the  i2th  of  Oclober  1773, 
under  the  Adminiftration  of  Ezv]  Har courts  and  was 
as  ufnal  liberal  in  its  fupplies,  to  anfw'er  the  exigencies  of 
Government.  On  prefenting  the  Money  Bills,  the  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  expreffed  himfelf  as  follows  : 

The  Commons  have  exerted  their  iitmof  efforts  to  an- 
fwer  your  Excellency’s  expectations,  not  only  in  p^mviding 
for  the  difeharge  of  an  arrear  of  265,000!.  ; but  alfo  in 
making  an  addition  to  the  revenue  of  near  ioo,oool.  a-year. 
Pifficult  as  this  talk  appeared  in  a kingdom  fo  deftitute  of 
refources  as  this  is,  it  yet  was  undertaken  with  chearfulnefs^ 
and  profecuted  with  vigour;  but  if  the  means  they  have 
employed  fhall  prove  inadequate  to  the  liberality  of  their 
intentions,  it  muft  be  imputed  to  the  inability  of  the  king- 
dom, not  to  any  dihhclination  or  unwiilingnefs  in  them  to 
' ^ ’ make 
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make  ample  provifion  for  his  Majefty^s  fervicc,  to  which 
they  have  facrificed  their  moft  favourite  objects.  The  mo- 
deration and  temper  with  which  all  their  proceedings  have 
been  conducted  during  the  courfe  of  this  Seffion,  afford  the 
cleareft  proof,  not  only  of  their  gratitude  for  his  Majefty’s 
gracious  attention  and  condefeenffon  to  their  wiflies,  but 
alfo  of  the  juft  fenie  they  entertain  of  your  Excellency’s  ef- 
fe<ftual  interceflion  in  their  favour,  to  which  they  attribute 
thofe  meafures  of  economy  which  have  been  lately  adopted, 
and  which  they  doubt  not  will  be  continued  ; and  they  have 
the  fulleft  confidence  that  the  fame  humane  and  benevolent 
difpofition  will  induce  your  Excellency  to  reprefent  to  his 
Majefty  in  the  ftrongeft  light,  not  only  their  duty  and  affec- 
tion to  him,  but  alfo  the  ftate  and  circuinftances  of  this 
kingdom,  from  which,  and  from  your  Excellency’s  credit 
and  influence,  ^hey  conceive  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  that 
thofe  reftri(ftions,  wdiich  the  narrow  and  Ihort-fighted  policy 
of  former  times,  equally  injurious  to  Great  Britain  and  to 
ns,  impofed  upon  the  manufactures  of  this  kingdom,  will 
be  remitted. — If  Great  Britain  reaped  the  fruits  of  this  po- 
licy, the  Commons  of  Jreland  would  behold  it  without  re- 
pining, and  fubmit  to  it  without  complaining  ; but  it  ag- 
gravates the  fenfe  of  their  misfortunes  to  fee  the  rivals,  if 
not  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain^  in  the  undifturbed  pof- 
feffion  of  thofe  advantages,  to  which  they  think  themfclves 
entitled  upon  every  principle  of  policy  and  of  juftice.  It  is 
the  expedlation  of  being  reftored  to  fome,  if  not  all,  of  thofe 
rights,  and  that  alone  which  can  juftlfy  to  the  People  the 
condu(ft  of  their  Reprefentatives,  in  laying  fo  many  addi- 
tional burthens  upon  them  in  the  courfe  of  this  Seffion — 
and  no  time  can  be  more  favourable  to  their  wiihes  than 
the'  prefent,  when  the  public  Councils  are  dire61:ed  by  a 
Minifter,  who  has  judgment  to  difeern,  and  courage  to 
|>urfue  the  common  intereft  of  the  whole  empire,  and  when 
‘ ’ ' the 
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the  Throne  is  filled  by  a Monarch,  the  foie  objed  of  whofe 
ambition  i$  to  render  all  his  people  happy.”  * 

Lord  Harcourt’s  Government,  at  its  commencement, 
promifed  much  advantage  to  Ireland,  and  had  the  fupport 
of  fome  very  diftinguiihed  and  popular  chara£lers  5 but  in 
the  end,  it  proved  altogether  callous  (as  Mr.  Mullalla  ob- 
ferves)  to  the  diftrefled  ftate  of  the  country,  and  carried  its 
Parliamentary  meafures  with  toQ  high  an  hand,  f 

The  addition  of  a Board  of  Excife,  created  in  the  former 
Adminiftratiqn,  was  revoked,  and  fome  faving  was  made  in 
confequence.  Even  at  the  beginning  of  this  Seffion,  the 
very  delirable  offer  of  an  abfentee  tax  was  made  on  the  part 
of  Government,  and  what  may  feem  extraordinary,  it  was 
rejected.  It  owed  its  fate  perhaps  more  to  having  proceed- 
ed from  Government,  than  to  a due  eftimatc  of  its  advan- 
tages or  defedls.  J It  was  propofed  that  a tax  of  2s.  in  the 
pound  fhould  be  laid  upon  the  nett-rents  and  annual  profits 
of  all  lands,  &c.  in  Ireland,  to  be  paid  by  all  perfons  who 
• fhould  not  actually  refide  in  that  kingdom  for  the  fpace  of 
fix  months  in  each  year,  from  Chriftmas  1773  to  Chriftmas 
1775.  A meafure  which  might  appear  in  fome  degree  un- 
favourable to  the  interefts  of  England,  could  not  with  de- 
cency be  preffed  by  the  Reprefeptatiyes  of  an  Englifti  Go- 
vernment. They  offered  it  for  the  approbation  of  the  Irifh 
Parliament,  but  left  all  their  connections  at  perfeCt  freedom, 
in  deciding  upon  the  queftion : and  accordingly  we  find  that 
feveral  of  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  voted  againft  it.  Upon 
the  divifion  there  appeared  102  for,  and  121  againft  the 
tax : the  majority  therefore  by  which  it  was  rejefled, 
not  very  confiderable. 

It 
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It  appears,  however,  that  this  tax  was  no  fooner  fug- 
gefted,  than  it  met  with  marked  difapprobation  from  many 
noble  perfonages  and  others  in  Great  Britain,  who  polTeffing 
property  in  Ireland,  felt  themfelves  intereftcd  in  the  event. 
Accordingly  the  following  Letter  was  written  to  Lord  North, 
then  at  the  head  of  Admitiiftration ; 

My  Lord, 

It  is  publicly  reported,  that  a project  has  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  King’s  Minifters,  for  propofing  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  a tax  of  regulation,  which  is  particularly 
and  exclufively  to  affect  the  property  of  thofe  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fubje^cs  who  polTefs  lands  in  that  kingdom,  but  whofe 
ordinary  refidence-is  in  this. 

It  is  in  the  fame  manner  publicly  underftood,  that 
this  extraordinary  defign  has  been  encouraged  by  an  alTur-* 
ance  from  Adminiftration,  that  if  the  beads  of  a bill  pro- 
pofing fuch  a tax,  fliould  be  tranfmitted  from  Ireland,  they 
would  be  returned  with  the  fanclion  of  his  Majefty’s  Privy 
Council  here,  under  the  Qreat  Seal  of  England. 

**  My  Lord,  we  find  ourfelves  comprehended  under  the 
defcription  of  thofe  who  are  to  be  the  object  of  this  unpre-? 
cedented  impofition. 

We  polTefs  confiderable  landed  property  in  both  king- 
doms; our  ordinary  refidence  is  in  England.  We  have 
not  hitherto  confidered  fuch  refidence  as  an  aft  of  delin- 
quency to  be  punifhed  ; or,  as  a political  evil,  to  be  correfted 
by  the  penal  operation  of  a partial  tax. 

We  have  had,  many  of  us,  our  birth,  and  Qur  carlieft 
habits  in  this  kingdom' ; fome  of  us  have  an  indirpenfable 

public 
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public  duty,  and  all  of  us  (where  fuch  duty  does  not  require 
fuch  reftri£lion)  have  the  right  of  free  fubjd^ts  of  choofing 
our  habitation  in  whatever  part  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions 
we  fhall  elleem  moft  convenient. 

1 

I 

« We  cannot  hear,  without  aftonifhment,  of  a fcheme 
by  which  we  are  to  be  ftigniatized  by,  what  is  in  efifecTt,  a 
fine  for  our  abode  in  this  country,  the  principal  member  of 
our  Britifli  empire,  and  the  refidence  of  pur  common  So- 
vereign. 

We  have  ever  {hewn  the  utmofi:  readinefs  In  contri- 
buting with  the  refi:  of  our  fellow-fubje6ts,  in  any  legal  and 
equal  method,  to  the  exigencies  of  .the  public  fervice,  and 
to  the  fupport  of  his  Majefty’s  Government. 

We  have  ever  borne  a cordial,  though  not  an  exclu- 
five  regard,  to  the  true  intcreft  of  Ireland,  and  to  all  its 
rights  and  liberties  : to  none  of  which  we  think  our.  refi- 
dence in  Great  Britain,  to  be  in  the  lead:  prejudicial,  but 
rather  the  means,  in  very  many  cafes,  of  affording  them  a 
timely  and  effectual  fupport. 

« We  cannot  avoid  confidering  thl§  fcheme  as  in  the 
highefi:  degree  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  that  kingdom  as 
well  as  of  this ; its  manifefi;  tendency  is  tp  leflen  the  value 
of  all  landed  property  there,  to  put  refiri^ions  upon  it  un- 
knovm  in  any  part  of  the  Britilli  dominions  ; and  as  far  as 
we  can  find,  without  parallel  in  any  civilized  country.  It 
leads  direcSlIy  to  a feparation  of  thefe  kingdoms  in  intereft 
and  afFeeftion,  contrary  to  the  handing  policy  of  our  ancef- 
tors,  which  has  been,  at  every  period^  and  particularly  at 
the  glorious  revolution,  infeparably  to  connect  them  by 
every  tie  both  of  afi'cction  and  intereh. 

^ We 
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“ We  apply  to  your  Lordftip  in  particular  : This  is  in- 
tended  as  a mode  of  public  fupply  ; and  as  we  conceive  the 
treafury  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  that  of  England,  is  in  a great 
meafure  within  your  Lordfhlp’s  department,  we  flatter  our- 
felves  we  fliall  not  be  refufed  authentic  information  concern- 
ing a matter  in  which  we  are  fo  nearly  concerned  *,  that  if 
the  fcheme  which  we  {fate  to  your  Lordlhip  doth  exilf — we 
may  be  enabled  to  purfue  every  legal  method  of  oppofition 
to  a project,  in  every  light  unjuil  and  impolitic. 


“We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Lordfliip’s  mo{l  obedient, 
“ And  moft  humble  fervants. 


' London y 0^.  i6,  1773^ 


“ Devonshire, 

“ Rockingham, 

“ Besborough, 

“ Milton, 

“ Upper  Ossory.” 


Anfwer  from  Lord  North  to  the  Duke  of  DevonJIAre : 

“ My  Lordy 

“ Your  Grace,  and  the  Lords  Rockingham,  Befborough, 
Milton,  and  Upper  Oflbry,  having  in  your  letter  of  the 
1 6th,  defired  authentic  information  concerning  a projedf  of 
propofing  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  a tax  upon  the 
landed  property  of  fuch  perfons  whofe  ordinary  refidence  is 
out  of  that  kingdom,  I will  endeavour  to  ftate  in  a few 
words,  what  has  pafTed  upon  the  fubjeeft. 

' “ In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  fent  over  feveral  propofitious  for  reftoring  the  credit, 
providing  for  the  debts,  and  putting  upon  a proper  footing, 
the  finances  of  that  kingdom  ; at  the  fame  time  he  inform- 
ed 


ii8  CoHectanea  lS>oIitica* 

ed  his  Majefty’s  fervants  here,  that  he  had  reafon  to  believe, 
that  among  other  modes  of  fupply,  there  would  probably  be 
a tax  of  the  nature  mentioned  in  your  Grace’s  letter. 

The  anfwer  which  was  returned  to  his  Excellency,  by 
thofe  of  his  Majefty’s  fervants,  to  whom  this  communica- 
tion was  made,  was  to  the  following  efFe£l: : that  if  the  Irifh 
Parliament  fhould  fend  over  to  England  fuch  a plan,  as 
fhould  appear  to  be  well  calculated  to  give  effedtual  relief  to 
Ireland,  in  its  prefent  diftrefs,  their  opinion  would  be,  that 
it  ought  to  be  carried  into  execution,  although  the  tax  upon 
abfentees  fhould  be  a part  of  it. 

I beg  leave  to  trouble  your  Grace  to  communicate  this 
information  to  the  other  Lords,  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  refpecft,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

« North.” 

On  account  of  this  anfwer.  Circular  Letters  were  written 
by  Lord  Rockingham  to  the  feveral  Gentlemen  who  might 
be  affedled  by  this  meafure,  propofing  a general  meeting 
for  the  purpofe  of  adopting  the  moft  eligible  and  effe(ftual 
means  to  defeat  it.  But  as  it  was  rejected  by  the  Parliament 
here,  any  further  oppofition  became  then  unnecelTary. 

It  was  now  propofed,  to  raife  the  fum  of  265,000!.  by 
annuities,  with  benefit  of  furvivorfhip,  at  61.  per  cent. — 
This  fum  was  divided  into  fhares  of  lool.  each,  and  for 
every  fhare  one  life  was  allowed  to  be  nominated  ; the  lives 
were  divided  into  three  clafTes.  No  dividend  of  the  inte- 
reft  arifing  from  the  fhares  of  thofe  who  died  in  each  clafs 
was  to  be  made,  until  it  yielded  a clear  one-half  per  cent, 
among  the  furvivors  ; and  the  increafo  intereft  never  to  be 
more  than  the  principal  originally  advanced  by  each  fub- 
fcriber.  The  remainder  of  the  intereft  as  it  occurred,  to  be 

applied 
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applied  to  the  credit  of  the  nation,  ■ This  fchemc  was  held 
forth  by  the  Secretary  of  the  day,  as  a mafter-piece  ia 
finance,  as  being  little  lefs  than  an  a(Stual  gain  of  fo  much, 
without  adding  in  the  lead  to  the  debt,  as  the  principal  was 
never  to  be  refunded. 

The  revenue  being  this  year  confiderably  fhort  of  the  cx- 
pencds  of  Government,  damp-duties  were  granted  upon  all 
parchment,  vellum  or  paper,  on  which  any  legal  proceed- 
ing or  private  indrument,  of  almod  any  nature,  fliould  be 
written  or  engroded,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  article 
damped  5 the  duties  varied  from  fix  pounds  to  one  half- 
penny, and  were  at  fird  granted  for  one  year  and  nine 
months  from  the  25th  of  March  1774,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  period  they  were  continued,  and  have  been  to  this 
day,  from  time  to  time,  raided  confiderably. 

It  was  confidently  promlfed  that  thefc  duties  would  fo 
far  increafe  the  revenue,  as  to  be  equal  to  the  expenccs, 
when  they  had  undergone  the  economical  reduBion  thus  intend* 
edy  fo  that  the  pernicious  praBice  of  running  in  debt  would  be  n» 
longer  purfued.  The  public  accounts  of  the  next  Seffion, 
however,  clearly  difplayed  the  fallacy  of  thofe  promifes. 

As  to  the  national  debt,  It  amounted  at  Lady-day  1773, 
to  994,8901.  I os.  lod.  and  the  total  of  penfions  to 
172,4641.  14s.  3|d.  for  two  years  then  ending. 

A bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  agriculture  of  this  king- 
dom having  pafled,  and  being  duly  returned,  the  Commons 
voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  thereupon  to  his  Majefty,  con- 
fidering  it  as  a fignal  inllance  of  his  paternal  regard  for  his 
people  of  Ireland.  A bill  likewife  received  the  Royal  Af- 
fent,  to  enable  his  Majefiy’s  fubje^ls  of  whatever  perfuafton  to 
teftify  their  allegiance  to  him. 


At 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  next  Seffion  In  OcHiober 
1775,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  obferved  that,fince  the  laft  meet- 
ing of  Parliament,  his  Majefty^s  tender  concern  for  the  wel- 
fare of  this  kingdom  had  induced  him  to  pafs  feveral  laws 
in  the  Britifh  Parliament  highly  beneficial  to  the  commereej 
manufactures,  and  .agriculture  of  Ireland. 

By  the  aCt  which  extends  the  great  advantage  of  BrU 
-tijh  fifheries  to  Ireland,  a fource  of  induflry  and  wealth 
(faid  he)  is  opened  to  you,  which  has  made  other  nations 
great  and  flourifliing.  That  aCt  which  allows  the  cloathing 
and  accoutrements  necefTary  for  his  Majefty’s  forces  paid 
from  the  revenues  of  this  kingdom  to  be  exported  from  Ire- 
land, is  a particular  mark  of  the  Royal  favour ; and  even 
that  which  allows  the  importation  of  rape-feed  into  Great 
Britain  from  this  kingdom,  under  certain  regulations,  con- 
nected with  thofe  falutary  laws  {falTed  in  your  laft  Sellion, 
form  fuch  a fyflcm  of  agriculture  and  improvement  as  will, 
I truft,  fecure  riches  and  plenty  to  the  people  of  Ireland. — 
A bounty  granted  by  Great  Britain,  upon  the  importation 
of  flax,  is  fo  marked  a recommendation  of  the  linen  ma- 
nufacture, that  it  becomes  needlefs  for  me  to  urge  the  mofl: 
perfevering  application  to  that  ftaple  of  your  country.” 

As  Great  Britain  was  never  remarkable  for  her  liberality 
toward  this  kingdom,  it  is  natural  to  look  for  the  fource 
from  whence  all  thefe  favours  flowed  : though  it  is  evident 
they  were  not  of  that  importance  which  had  been  alledged. 

The  difputes  which  had  for  fome  time  fubfifted  between 
Great  Britain  and  America^  had  now  ripened  into  a war  : — 
hoftilities  were  commenced  \ and  fuch  was  the  general  Bate 
of  the  Britifli  empire,  that  it  required  every  prudential 
exertion  to  prevent  the  contagion  of  difcontent  from  fpread- 
ing  its  deftruClive  influence.  The  civil  war  between  Eng- 
land 
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land  and  her  colonics,  increafed  the  calamities  of  Ireland4 
The  exportation  of  Iriih  linen  for  America  had  been  very 
confiderable  j but  now  this  great  fource  of  national  wealth 
was  totally  llmt  up,  by  a very  unconftltutional  ftretch  of 
prerogative,  under  the  pretext  of  preventing  the  Americans 
from  being  fupplied  with  proviiions  from  this  country.  Ah 
embargo  was  laid  on  the  exportation  of  provifions  from  this 
kingdom,  and  it  was  continued  in  reality'  to  enable  a few 
Britijh  contraEiors  to  make  good  their  engagements.^  This 
embargo,  combined  with  other  caufes  which  were  invariable 
and  permanent,  produced  the  mod:  melancholy  efFe<ns. — 
Wool  and  black  cattle  fell  confiderably  in  value,  as  alfo  did 
land  ; and  rents  in  many  places  could  fcarcely  be  colle<5led, 
fo  much  was  public  credit  eiTentially  injured. 

We  have  already  feen,  that  the  Parliament  of  this  coun- 
try declared  the  general  fenfe  of  the  kingdom  rerpe(hing 
its  diftrefled  fituation,  and  the  illiberal  reftridtions  on  its 
commerce  : it  had  even  defended  its  conftitutional  privi- 
. leges  j and  though  the  voice  oi  the  nation  was  only  thus 
conveyed  through  the  temperate  medium  of  its  reprefenta- 
tives,  the  public  mind  was  not  unknown  in  the  iiftcr 
country. 

As  the  American  fifheries  were  now  aboliflied,  it  became 
neceflary  to  think  of  fome  meafures  for  fupplying  their  place, 
and  particularly  to  guard  againil:  the  ruinous  confequences  of 
the  foreign  markets  either  changing  the  courfe  of  con- 
fumption,  or  falling  into  the  hands  of  Grangers,  and  thofe 
perhaps  inimical  to  Great  Britain.  The  Pate  of  public  af- 
fairs in  this  country  it  now  feemed  necelTary  to  take  fome 
notice  of,  and  to  pay  fome  greater  coniideration  to  her  inte- 
rcfls,  than  had  been  pradlifed  in  former  years.  The  quef- 
VoL  I.  I tioii 
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tion  bet’ryeen  England  and  her  colonies,  particularly  in  the 
manner  it  had  been  argued,  was  not  calculated  to  quiet  this 
kingdom  : and  the  repofe  of  fuch  parts  of  the  empire  as  were 
ihll  at  reft  was  never  more  necelTary.  In  the  crifts  to  which 
matters  were  now  evidently  tending,  little  doubt  remained, 
that  even  aftiftance  would  be  requifite  from  Ireland  ; beiides, 
her  patience,  her  fufFerings,  and  her  forbearance,  might  be 
held  up  as  a mirror,  in  contraft  to  America  : and  though 
thefe  merits  had  long  palTed  unregarded,  this  did  not  feem 
a fit  feafon  to  encourage  an  opinion  that  a limilar  conduct 
would  nenoer  obtain  any  reward.  The  nature  of  the  benefit, 
however,  was  to  be  confidered,  and  nothing  couUd  feem 
better  adapted,  than  a donation,  which  would  be  an  advan- 
tage inftead  of  a lofs  to  the  giver.  A fliare  in  the  firft  fruits 
of  a fpoil,  was  alfo  a lure  of  undoubted  efficacy  for  enticing 
future  fervice.  It  was  not  in  itfelf  very  confiderable  ; but 
it  might  be  confidered  as  a beginning,  and  fmall  benefits 
carry  weight  with  thofe  who  have  not  been  habituated  to 
great  favours. 

It  had  been  fliewn  to  the  Britipj  Parliament,  that  the  ex- 
ports from  England  to  this  kingdom  amounted  then  to 
2,.joo,cool.  annually  : befides  the  latter  fupported  a large 
ftancling  army,  at  all  times  ready  for  the  defence  of  the 
former  ; and  immenfe  fums  of  her  ready  cafh  were  fpent 
there  by  her  numerous  abfentecs,  penfioners  and  placemen  ; 
yet  from  oppreffive  reftri<ftions  in  trade,  Ireland  vvas  cut  oft’ 
from  the  benefit  of  her  great  natural  ftaple  commodity,  as 
well  as  excluded  from  the  advantages  which  flie  might  de- 
rive from  the  peculiar  advantages  of  her  fituation. 

TheBritifh  Minifter  therefore  moved  fora  committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  to  conlider  of  the  encouragement  proper 
Co  be  given  to  the  fijljerles  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — 
This  attention  to  Ireland  was  generally  approved  of,  and 

after 
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after  fome  converfation  on  the  hardfhips  this  country  fuf- 
fered,  it  was  propofed  to  extend  the  motion,  by  adding  the 
words  “ trade  and  commerce 'y'  and  thereby  afford^  an  oppor- 
tunity to  grant  us  fuch  relief  and  indulgence  in  thofe  ex- 
ports^  as  might  be  done  without  prejudice  to  Great  Britain. 
The  Minifter objected  to  this;  however,  the  committee  ini 
its  progrefs  granted  leveral  bounties  to  the  {hips  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  for  their  encouragement  in  profecuting 
the  Newfoundland  fifhery  ; and  it  was  farther  refolved  in 
favour  of  this  kingdom,  that  it  fliould  be  lawful  to  export 
from  hence,  deaths  and  accoutrements  for  fuch  regiments 
on  the  Irifh  Eftablilhment,  tts  were  employed  abroad  : and 
alfo,  that  a bounty  of  live  ddllings  per  barrel  fbould  be  al- 
lowed on  all  jlax-feed  Imported  into  Ireland.  This  lalf  refo- 
lution  was  palled,  to  prevent  the  evils  that  were  apprehended 
here,  from  the  cutting  off  our  great  American  fource  cf 
fupply  in  that  article.  Another  refolution  was  alfo  paffed, 
by  which  Ireland  was  allowed  to  export  provilions,  hooks, 
linesj  nets,  tools  and  implements  for  the  purpofes  of  the 
fifojery.  The  committee  alfo  agreed  to  the  granting  of  boun- 
ties for  encouraging  the  whale-fijhery^  in  thofe  feas  that  were 
to  the  fouthward  of  Greenland  and  Davis\s  Streights  filheries  : 
and  upon  the  fame  principle  took  off  the  duties  that  were 
payable  upon  the  importation  of  oil,  blubber  and  bone  from 
Newfoundland,  &c. — They  alfo  took  off  the  duty  that  was 
payable  upon  the  importation  of  feal-fkins. 

Thus  we  are  enabled  to  difeover  the  prirtciple  which  gave 
rife  to  Britilh  benevolence  in  thi^  inftance  towards  Ireland  5 
and  as  we  obferved,  it  was  naturally  apprehended  that  Eng- 
land might  in  her  then  fituation,  ftand  in  need  of  affiftance 
from  this  country,  to  augment  her  forces  abroad,  fo  we  find 
that  in  this  Seflion  of  1775,  it  was  propofed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a MeiTage  from  his  Majefiy,  delivered  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  that  4000  troops,  out  of  the  12,000  voted  foi^ 
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the  defence  of  this  kingdom,  Ihould  be  fpared  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice  abroad  ; the  fame,  however,  to  be  no  charge 
to  Ireland,  after  quitting  the  kingdom  : And  alfo,  that  400a 
foreign  Proteftant  troop's  fhould  'be  received  to  replace 
them  ; the  fame  likewife  to  be  no  charge  to  this  kingdom. 
Tbe  hrft  propofition  was  agreed  to,  but  the  latter  was  re- 
jected by  106  againfb  68. 

The  effects  of  th*;  conteft  with  America  were  foon  felt  in 
Ireland  *,  and  the  city  of  Waterford  petitioned  the  Briti/b 
Parliament,  fetting  forth  the  fatal  confequences  that  would 
refult  therefrom  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  in  particular, 
as  they  would  be  thereby  deprived  of  the  only  valuable 
branch  of  export  which  they  were  permitted  to  carry  on  with 
the  colonies,  that  of  their  linen  manufactures.  Several 
other  petitions  were  alfo  received  from  manufacturing  towns 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  againft  the  coercive  laws  that 
had  been  paffed  refpeCting  America ; but  thefe,  as  well  as 
many  that  were  prefented  to  the  Crown,  were  all  equally 
difregarded. 

• Parliamentary  affairs  in  this  kingdom  were  during  this 
Seffion  carried  on  as  ufual,  without  any  very  remarkable  oc- 
currence, except  that  heads  of  a bill  for  granting  additional 
duties  on  beer,  ale,  &c.  being  tranfmitted,  were  returned 
with  certain  alterations,  for  which  reafon,  the  bill  was  re-^ 
jeCled,  and  a new  one  framed.  The  like  circumftances  alfo 
attended  the  bill  for  gYTinXingJiamp  duties.  As  there  was  by 
this  means  for  fome  fliort  time  no  law  here  for  collecting  the 
additional  duties  on  tobacco  and  other  goods  imported  into 
this  kingdom,  great  exertions  were  made  by  the  importers 
to  procure  fupplies  of  that  article  before  a new  bill  could  re- 
ceive the  Royal  Affent  ; an  opportunity  which  proved  of 
fome  advantage  to  feveral  Individuals. 

A motion 
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A motion  was  now  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as 
follows:’^ — “ That  an  humble  Addreh>  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty  to  exprefs  our  inviolable  attachment  to  his  Royal  Per- 
fon  and  Government,  and  humbly  to  alTure  his  Majefty,  that 
we  feel  a confcious  happinefs  in  the  ample  and  liberal  dif- 
charge  of  our  duty  to  a Sovereign,  fo  ready  to  exprels  his 
gracious  approbation  of  the  loyal  endeavours  of  his  people. 

“ To  return  our  unfeigned  thanks  for  his  Majefty ’s  pa- 
ternal folicitude  at  the  burdens  llidained  by  his  people  *,  a 
folicitudc  repeatedly  communicated  to  us  from  the  Throne 
by  his  Majefty’s  Reprefentatives,  and  fuggefting  to  us  an 
attention  to  the  diminution  of  our  expence,  and  the  dif- 
charge  of  our  national  debt.  That  we  meet  the  wiflies  of 
his  Majefty,  and  that  we  will  not  by  inexcufable  ftlence, 
conceal  from  his  Majefty  the  real  diftrelfes  of  his  people  of 
Irelands 

i 

‘‘  That  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war^.  the  debt  of  this  na- 
tion did  not  exceed  521,161!.  i6s.  6d.  c^ad  was  then  deem- 
ed fo  confiderable,  that  his  Majefty’s  paternal  care  thought 
itfelf  called  upon  to  dire£l:  the  attention  of  his  faithful  Com- 
mons to  the  difcharge  of  our  national  debt,  and  to  fignify 
his  gracious  wifhes  for  a very  conftderable  diminution  of  our 
national  expence.  That  after  a peace  of  ten  years,  the 
debt  of  the  nation  appeared  to  be  fo  increafeJ,  that  it  was 
voted  by  his  faithful  Commons  in  the  laft  Sefiion  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  be  a fum  not  exceeding  994,890!.  ics.  icd.  a 
circiimftance  fo  alarming  and  infupportabie  to  his  people, 
that  we  determined  with  one  voice  to  put  an  end  to  the  per- 
nicious pra(ftice  of  accumulating  debt,  and  we  thought  it 
our  duty  to  accornplifti  that  neceftary  end  by  firft  endeavour- 
ing to  ralfe  the  revenue  of  this  kingdom  to  an  equality  with 

I 3 ^ the 

• Comm.  Journ.  Vol.  17.  . 


120 


CoHcctanea  ]E>oltttta. 


the  eftablifhments.  That  we  adopted  every  propofition  of 
his  Majefty’s  Mlnifters,  and  we  accepted  their  promifes  of 
economy  with  unbounded  confidence  ; vainly  expelling  that 
it  would  be  hereafcer  unnecefiary  to  our  gracious  Sove- 

reign, by  enumerating  either  the  complaints  or  the  diftrelTes 
of  his  people.  That  as  we  wifhed  to  fecond  the  promifed 
economy  of  his  Majefty’s  Minifters  by  every  effort  on  our 
part,  we  confiderably  diminifhed  the  fum  ufually  granted 
by  this  Houfe  for  th,e  purpofes  of  national  improvement. — 
That  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  remnant  of  any  arrear 
upon  any  of  his  Majefty’s  eftablifhments,  we  departed  frorn 
the  ufual  cuftom  of  difeharging  the  arrears  to  the  25th  of 
March  only,  aod  we  raifed  the  fum  of  265,000!.  to  pay 
them  up  to  the  29th  of  September  1773,  and  to  prevent  the 
necefiity  of  any  arrear  for  the  future,  we  confented  to  a 
Stamp  Duty,  and  feveral  other  taxes,  which  our  predecef- 
fors  in  the  times  of  the  moft  expenfive  wars  had  never 
thought  proper  to  impofe.  That  the  calculations  of  his 
Majefty’s  Minifters  were  admitted,  their  promifes  \yere  re- 
lied upon,  the  taxes  they  propofed  were  voted,  and  their 
projects  were  uninterrupted  by  any  oppofition  from  his 
faithful  Commons.  But  that  we  are  now  reduced  to  the 
melancholy  neceflity  of  informing  our  gracious  Sovereign, 
that  thefe  unqueftionable  proofs  of  our  zeal  have  been 
proofs  of  our  inability.  That  the  new  taxes  have  fallen 
fhort  of  the  eftimates  made  by  his  Majefty’s  Minifters,  and 
unequal  as  they  are  to  the  effects  which  we  hop^d  for,  they 
have  ferved  only  to  fhew  that  v;e  are  arrived  at  that  point 
of  taxation,  where  the  impofttiqn  of  new  duties  lowers  the 
old  ones.  That  the  debts  and  incumbrances  of  his  faithful 
fubjedts  have  increafed  with  fuch  an  alarming  rapidity,  that 
we  have  in  this  Seffion  been  reduced  to  the  unfortunate  ne- 
ceftity  of  raiftng  175,000!.  to  defray  the  arrears  incurred  in 
■pne  year  and  ftx  months  only.  That  the  perfeverance  of 
hi§  faithful  Commons  was  not  yet  exhaufted^  and  we  have 
f-.  ! 1 ^ : again 


I 


Collectanea  i^oliti'ca.  127  ' 

again  endeavoured  in  the  prefent  Sefllon,  to  fupport  his 
Majefty’s  eftablifliments,  by  new  burdens  upon  ourfelves. — - 
But  that  the  experience  of  his  Majefty’s  Miniiters,  affifled 
.by  the  beA  efforts  of  his  faithful  Commons,  has  been  able 
to  det'ife  one  new  tax  only — a tax  upon  Spirits — a tax,  the 
laft  which  we  propofed  for  his  Majefly’s  fervice,  becaule  it 
was  of  the  moft  doubtful  nature  ; a tax  which  proves  our 
defpondency  as  well  as  our  zeal,  and  concerning  which  we 
know  nothing  certainly,  except  that  it  cannot  produce 
enoiigh.  That  we  fee  before  us  the  neceflity  of  borrowing,  • 
Seffion  after  Seffion,  continued.  We  fee  the  funds  on 
which  \ye  ufed  to  borrow,  nearly  exhaufted.  \V  e fee  the 
new  duties  which  we  raifed  with  the  hopes  of  providing  a 
fuhicient  reveiaue  within  the  year,  mortgaged  in  part  for 
the  payment  of  our  incumbrances,  and  that  we  fee  his 
Majefly’s  Minifters  relapfing  into  their  former  defpondency 
of  fupplying  the  exigencies  pf  the  State  in  any  other  nian- 
ner,  after  every  effort  made  on  their  part,  and  feconded  by 
us,  and  with  a dreadful  increafe  of  debt  incurred  during  tlie 
experiment.  That  if  an  indulgence  to  his  Majefty’s  Mi- 
niifers  could  induce  us  to  fuppms  thefe  truths,  we  fliould 
be  guilty  of  a criminal  deceit  towards  thebeft  of  Sovereigns. 
Th^t  could  we  neglect  the  moff  effential  interefls  of  our- 
felves, our  conflituents,  and  our  pofterity,  ftill  our  duty  to 
his  Majefty  would  prevent  us  from  fuffering  the  refources  of 
his  Majefly’s  power  and  dignity  to  dwindle  and  decay,  and 
that  we  are  the  more  necciUtated  to  make  this  earneft  ap- 
plication, becaufe  the  evils  we  fuffer  are  not  temporary  or 
occafional  ; becaufe  we  cannot  attribute  them  to  any  phyfi- 
cal  evil,  or  proud  national  exertion,  but  to  a filent,  wafting 
and  invifible  caufe,  which  has  injured  the  people  without 
adding  ftrength  to  the  Crown.  That  we  therefore  perform 
the  indifpenfable  duty  of  laying  our  diftreffes  at  the  foot  of 
'the  Throne,  that  Hiftory  may  nor  report  us  as  a nation, 
Ijv’ho,  in  the  midft  of  peace,  and  under  a gracious  King, 
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equally  ready  to  warn  and  to  relieve,  proceeded  deliberately 
to  their  own  ruin,  without  one  appeal  to  the  wifdom  which 
would  have  redrefTed  them.  And  that  we  do  appeal  from 
the  temporary  expedients  of  his  Majefty’s  Minifters,  to  his 
own  wifdom  and  virtues,  and  to  that  permanent  intereft 
which  his  Majefty  has,  and  ever  will  have,  in  the  welfare  of 
his  people.  And  if  fupplication  can  add  force  to  the  plead- 
ings^ of  our  common  intereft,  and  of  our  perfevering 
loyalty,  we  fupplicate,  that  his  Majefty  will  gracioufly  turn 
his  Royal  attention  to  the  reduction  of  our  eftablifhments, 
which  we  are  unable  to  fupport,  and  which  we  would 
fupport  if  we  could.  That  we  do  not  prefume  to  point  out 
more  particularly  what  his  Royal  wifdom  will  more  properly 
and  cfte(Stually  diftinguilh.  That  after  all  our  efforts,  and 
all  our  difappointments,  we  have  one  fure  refource  in  his 
Majefty’s  Royal  juftice  and  wifdom,  and  we  do  reft  affured, 
that  our  gracious  Sovereign  will  not  fuffer  the  ftrength  of 
his  CroAvn  to  be  impaired,  or  the  glories  of  his  reign  to  be 
fiillied,  by  the  unaccountable  and  entire  ruin  of  a loyal 
peopled’ 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

As  to  the  ftate  of  the  national  accounts,  it  appeared, 
that  the  expences  for  the  two  laft  years  ending  Lad^day 
1775,  exceeded  the  i^ver.ues  by  247,797!.  os.  loj-d.- — It 
therefore  again  became  neceftary  to  borrow  ; and  the  perni- 
cious fyftem  of  a ’Toniine^  or  annuities  with  furvivorftiip,  was 
recurred  to — 175,000!.  being  raifed  upon  terms  fimilar  with 
the  Tontine  formerly  mentioned. 

In  addition  to  the  difadvantages  arlftng  from  this  mode 
of  borrowing,  there  was  one  almoft  peculiar  and  highly  dif- 
treffing  to  this  country  •,  the  greateft  part  of  the  fubfcription 
being  made  abroad,  not  only  the  expence  of  agency  w^s 
incurred  for  the  payment  of  the  annuities  in  London^  but 
•'  ‘ '■  ' what 
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what  was  Infinitely  worfe,  the  amount  of  thofe  annuities 
being  remitted  out  of  the  kingdom,  'became  an  additional 
drain  to  its  fpecie,  and  thereby  an  increafe  of  the  evil  arifing 
from  Abfentees.  * The  debt  of  the  nation  was  now 
931,690!.  IS.  9|d. — and  the  amount  of  penfions  158,685!. 
4s.  8|d. 

The  Parliament  being  prorogued  was  afterwards  diTolved, 
and  a new  one  alTembled  in  June  177^5  which  time 
Edmond  Sexton  Pery,  Efq.  was  re-ele£ted  Speaker  by  the 
Commons : it  was  prorogued  foon  after,  and  did  not  meet 
again  ’till  1777. 

The  American  difpute,  which  fo  much  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  every  part  of  the  Britifh  empire,  naturally  became 
about  this  time  a fubjec):  of  confideration  amongft  the  citi- 
zens of  Dublin. — -‘In  1775,  Earl  of  EJfingham^  finding 
that  the  regiment  in  which  he  ferved  was  intended  to  adt 
cgalnft  the  Colonies,  thought  it  inconfiftent  with  his  charac- 
ter and  unbecoming  of  his  dignity  to  enforce  mealures  with 
his  fword,  which  he  had  utterly  condemned  In  his  Legifla- 
tive  capacity. — He  therefore  wrote  a letter  to  the  Secretary 
at  War,  refigning  his  command  in  the  army,  and  , Bating 
his  reafons  for  it.  This  condudfc  rendered  that  Nobleman 
extremely  popular,  and  the  City  of  Dublin  at  the  Midfum- 
mer  Quarter  Aflembly,  voted  public  thanks  to  Lord  Effing- 
ham, for  having  confidently  with  the  principles  of  a true 
Englifhman  refufed  to  draw  his  fword,  (which  had  been 
before  employed  to  the  honour  of  his  Country)  againft  the 
lives  and  liberties  of  his  fellovv-fubjedls  in  America.”  Soon 
after  a limilar  addrefs  of  thanks,  but  in  ftill  fuller  terms, 
was  prefented  to  him  from  the  Guild  of  Merchants  of  Dub- 
lin : the  latter  aifo  prefented  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the 
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feveral  Peers,  who  (as  they  faid)  in  fupport  of  the  Con- 
ftitution,  and  in  oppohtion  to  a w^eak  and  wicked  Adml- 
niflration,  protefted  againft  the  American  Reftraining  Bills.” 
This  addrefs,  with  the  feveral  anfwers  of  the  Lords  to  whom 
it  was  prefented,  appeared  at  that  time  in  the  public  papers. 

The  Sheriffs  and  Commons  of  Dublin  had  for  fome 

f 1 

time  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the  then 
Lord  Mayor  and  Board  of  Aldermen,  in  a petition  to  the 
Throne,  againft  the  meafures  puruied  with  refpecft  to  the 
Colonies  ; but  were  anfvvered  by  the  latter,  upon  their  jirfl 
application,  that  the  matter  was  of  the  highejl  importance^ 
and  therefore  inexpedient.  Upon  a fubfecjuent  occafion, 
however,  a committee  of  fix  Aldermen,  with  as  many  of 
the  Coinmon  Council,  were  appointed  to  draw  up  a petition 
and  addrefs  ; which  after  feveral  weeks  preparation  or  delay, 
being  at  length  accomplifhed,  the  petition  was  arrefted  in 
its  further  progrefs,  by  a negative  from  the  Lord  Mayor  an4 
Aldermen. 

Upon  this  difappointment,  the  Sheriffs  and  Commons 
entered  into  refolutions,  which  they  prefaced  as  follows  : 
“ Anxious  to  prefer ve  our  reputations,  from  the  odium 
that  muft  remain  to  all  pofterity  on  the  names  of  thofe,  who 
in  any  wife  promote  the  adts  now  carrying  on  in  America  ; 
and  feeling  the  moft  poignant  grief,  as  well  on  account  of 
the  injured  inhabitants  of  that  country,  as  on  that  of  out- 
brave countrymen,  fent  on  the  unnatural  errand  of  killing 
their  feilow-fubjedts 

RefJvedy  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to 
exert  his  utmoft  abilities  to  allay  the  unhappy  difputes  that 
at  prefent  difturb  the  Britifti  empire. 

‘‘  Refolvedy  That  whoever  would  refufe  his  confent  to  a 
dutiful  petition  to  the  King,  tending  to  undeceive  his  Ma- 

jefty. 
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jefty,  and  from  which  it  could  be  hoped  that  the  effufion  of 
one  drop  of  fubjeft-blood  might  be  prevented,  is  not  a friend 
to  the  Britilh  Conftitution.’^ 

Some  time  after,  yames  Wilfotiy  Efq.  who  had  been  a 
Captain  of  Marines,  and  a Member  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of 
Commons,  fent  a memorial  to  his  MajeBy  requefting  leave 
to  lay  down  hjs  Commiffion,  as  (he  faid)  he  could  not  con-^ 
fiftently  with  his  confcience,  ferve  in  the  difpute  then  fub- 
hfting  againft  the  Americans.  This  Gentleman  in  the  year 
1760,  raifed  130  men  (as  the  purchafe  of  his  Company)  on 
his  own  eftate  in  Ireland,  and  continued  from  thence  until 
the  peace  17^3,  in  actual  fervice,  with  the  higheft  credit  to 
himfelf  and  unfuUied  reputation, 

Thefe  circumftances  fiiew,  the  opinion  both  of  corporate 
bodies  and  private  individuals,  on  that  unfortunate  conteft  : 
the  manner  of  its  termination  demon ftrates  how  far  fuch 

opinion  was  well  founded, 

. ■ , 1 • 

In  February  1766,  a Proclamation  was  iflued  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Council,  laying  an  embargo,  for  an  unlimit- 
ed time,  on  all  provifions  of  whatever  kind,  except  to  Great 
Britain,  and  theBritilh  dominions  not  in  rebellion,  to  which 
faked  beef,  pork,  bacon,  and  butter  might  be  fent  by  per- 
miffion  of  an  Englifli  act  of  Parliament.  This  proceeding 
was  confidered  illegal,  and  the  force  of  fuch  a proclamation 
was  warmly  debated  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons : it  was  put 
to  the  teft  by  the  fpirited  exertions  of  a patriotic  Member  of 
that  Houfe,  George  Ogle^  Efq.  who  in  oppofition  thereto 
foon  after  palTed  an  entry  in  the  Cuftom-houfe  of  Dublin 
for  300  barrels  of  beef,  to  be  fhipped  in  a vcffel  then  in 
the  harbour  of  that  city,  and  bound  for  Bourdeaux. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  during  the  lafl:  Sef- 
Cpn  in  J775)  a inefTage  from  his  Majeky  was  communicated 

' ' to 
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to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  requiring  the  ufe  of  4000  men 
out  of  the  army  of  Ireland  for  foreign  fervice,  and  propofing 
to  replace  them  by  foreign  Proteftant  troops,  without  any 
expence  to  this  country  : the  firTt  propofal  was  complied  with, 
but  the  acceptance  of  foreign  troops  refufed. 

The  engagement  for  the  difpofal  of  the  public  mohey, 
included  in  the  foregoing  melTage,  without  the  confent  or 
knowledge  of  the  Brlti/h  Houfe  of  Commons,  rendered 
this  fubje<fl  a matter  of  difcuflion  in  that  body.  On  the  15th 
of  February  1776,  Mr.  T^homas  Toivnjhend  there  intro- 
duced it  as  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  that  Houfe,  and 
ftated  his  complaint  in  the  following  words  : 

“ That  the  Earl  of  Harcourt,  Lord  Lieutenant  General, 
and  General  Governor  of  Ireland,  did,  on  the  23d  day  of 
November  laft,  in  breach  of  the  privilege,  and  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  honour  and  authority  of  this  Houfe,  fend  a writ- 
ten meiTa^e  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland,  ligned  with  his  own  hand,  to  the  following  ef- 
fect having  then  recited  the  meflage,  he  moved  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  matter  of  the 
faid  complaint,  and  to  report  the  fame,  as  it  fhould  appear  to 
them,  to  the  Houfe. 

This  gentleman  fupported  his  motion  with  great  ability, 
and  was  equally  well  feconded  by  his  friends.  They  main- 
tained, that  the  privileges  of  that  Houfe,  though  applied  to 
themfelves  individually  or  coiledlively  in  a more  confined 
fenfe,  were  the  indubitable  right  of  all  the  Commons  of 
England,  who  had  one  general  intereft  in  them.  That 
though  each  of  thefe  was  an  object  of  confideration,  they  all 
funk  to  a very  inferior  degree  of  importance,  when  at  all 
placed  in  oppofition  to,  or  compared  w'ith,  that  ineftimable 
privilege,  the  power  of  granting  money,  of  holding  the  purfe 
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of  their  conftituents,  and  of  guarding  it  from  the  hands  of 
violence,  art,  or  fraud.  This  was  a truft  of  the  firft  magni- 
tude, which,  in  fa6r,  included  every  other ; for  while  that 
was  preferved  inviolate,  the  Crown  would  remain  under  the 
conftitutional  controul  of  Parliament ; but  whenever  that 
was  wrefted  by  open  force,  defeated  by  indirecSt  means,  or 
done  away  by  fraud,  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  peo- 
ple would  be  for  ever  annihilated.  They  fliewed  the  wife, 
commendable,  and  well-founded  jealoufy  fliewn  by  the  Com- 
mons, when  at  any  time,  even  the  other  Houfe  had  inter- 
fered in  the  fmalleft  degree  with  that  great  privilege  ; but 
that  when  any  attempts  of  this  fort  were  made  by  the  Crown, 
or  its  minifterial  agents,  they  immediately  caught  the 
alarm  ; and  however  they  were  before  divided,  had,  at  all 
times,  uniformly  united,  as  if  adluated  by  one  foul,  in  relift- 
ing the  fmalleft  encroachment  upon  their  power  of  granting 
or  refuling  their  own  money,  and  that  of  their  conftituents. 

They  faid,  that  the  meftage  in  queftion  prefented  feveral 
faces,  and  contained  matters  of  the  moft  fufpicious  and 
alarming  nature.  That  if  the  conditions  it  held  out  had 
been  accepted,  the  Parliament  of  England  would  have  been 
pledged  to  that  of  Ireland  for  the  payment  of  8000  men, 
only  to  have  the  ufe  of  4000 ; fo  that  Ireland  was  to  be 
bribed  into  an  acceptance  of  this  infidious  bargain,  by  re- 
taining her  ulual  eftabliftiment  as  to  number,  while  fhe  was 
to  be  eafed  of  one  third  of  the  burthen.  That  fuch  a pro- 
pofition  could  only  have  originated  from  the  worft  deligns, 
as  the  abfurdity,  they  faid,  was  too  glaring  to  be  charged  to 
any  degree  of  folly.  But  that  the  nature  of  the  bargain  was 
a matter  of  little  confequence,  when  put  in  competition 
with  that  double  violation  of  the  Conftitution,  that  daring 
temerity,  of  engaging  for  the  payment  of  great  fums  of 
money,  and  venturing  to  propofe  the  introdueftion  of  foreign 
forces,  without  the  confent  of  Parliament, 
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Some  gentlemen  went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  no  doubt  could 
be  entertained  of  the  defigns  from  whence  thefe  propofitions 
originated.  One  was  an  experiment  on  the  Irifh  Parlia- 
ment, to  try  if  it  could  be  induced  to  confent  to  the  recep- 
tion of  foreign  troops,  thereby  to  eftablifli  a precedent 
which  might  be  afterwards  applied  to  other  purpofes.  The 
other  alfo  had  its  fixed  object:.  It  was  a fcheme,  they  faid, 
however  deep,  formed  on  very  fimple  principles,  and  went 
dirc£lly  to  veft  in  the  Crown  the  virtual  power  of  taxing,  as 
opportunity  might  ferve,  both  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — 
In  Ireland,  the  Minifter  was  to  be  taught  to  alk  fome  favour  ; 
then  England  was  to  be  pledged.  In  England  again,  when 
fuch  circumftances  occurred,  as  rendered  the  attempt  im- 
praflicable,  Ireland  was  to  be  taxed,  to  maintain  the  fu- 
premacy  of  the  Britifli  Legiflature.  In  the  mean  time,  it 
prepared  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  habituated  them  to* 
fuch  notions,  as  would  by  degrees  be  the  means  of  reducing 
the  Parliament  of  each  to  be  the  mere  inftrumental  agents 
of  the  Crown,  without  the  lead  degree  of  will  or  independ- 
ence whatever. 

Adminiftratlon  feemed  in  an  odd  fituation  upon  this  at-^ 
tack.  The  matter  was  ferious  ; the  offer  of  introducing 
foreign  troops  without  the  previous  confent  of  Parliament, 
indeed  to  introduce  them  at  all  as  a permanent  part  of  our 
eftablifhment,  could  not  be  a matter  of  indifference  to  the 
Conftitution  and  fafety  of  thefe  kingdoms.  On  this  occa- 
fion,  rio  fmall  marks  of  want  of  concert  and  fyfiem  appear- 
ed, in  the  grounds  upon  which  this  meafure  was  explained 
and  defended  in  the  debate.  The  Minifter  difavowed  thbfe 
fpecific  inftrueftions,  upon  which  it  was  fuppofed  the  meffage 
muft  have  been  founded  ; but  acknowledged  hiS  general  co-  ' 
operation,  in  matters  relative  to  the  government  of  Ireland. 
Both  he,  and  another  Lord,  then  lately  come  into  Adminiftra-^ 
tion,  difclaimed  all  refponfibility  whatever,  for  the  conduce 
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of  his  Majefty’s  fervants  in  that  kingdom.  They  faid  in 
general  or  feparately,  that  the  Viceroy  might  have  miftaken, 
or  exceeded  his  inftruclions  j that  he  might  not  have  con- 
veyed his  meaning  in  the  cleareft  terms  ; but  that  there  was 
no  relation  between  the  Britilh  miniftry  and  the  King’s  fer- 
vants in  that  country,  which  rendered  the  former  in  any  de- 
gree accountable  for  thefe  matters,  and  confequently  they 
could  not  be  affected  by  any  cenfure  grounded  upon  them. 
They,  however,  juftified  the  fir  ft  propolition  in  the  meffage, 
as  referring  to  the  promife  which  the  King  had  made  to  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  that  12,000  of  the  forces  on  that 
eftablifhment  fhould  always  be  left  for  the  defence  of  that 
kingdom.  In  that  fenfe,  they  faid,  the  propofal  was  ftri6lly 
defenfible,  and  came  clearly  and  legally  within  the  confifitu- 
tional  exercife  of  the  regal  power.  As  to  the  fecond  propo- 
fition,  it  was  allowed  that  the  paying  for  8000  men,  w’hen 
4000  only  were  obtained,  appeared  to  be  extremely  unoeco- 
nomical  ; that  hotvever,  if  the  men  could  not  be  obtained 
upon  better  terms,  the  meafure  w^as  defenfible  on  the  ground 
of  neceflity  5 and  if  there  were  alfo  fufficient  reafons  for 
thinking  it  better  to  employ  natives  than  foreigners  in  North 
America,  they  would  be  a juftlfication  of  the  latter  part  of 
the  fame  propofition, 

Whilft  the  official  Minifter  flood  on  this  ground,  a totally 
different  mode  of  defence  was  adopted  by  feveral  of  thofe  who 
are  vulgarly  known  under  the  denomination  of  the  King’s 
friends.  Some  of  thefe  maintained  the  high  prerogative 
right,  of  introducing  foreign  forces  into  any  part  of  the  do- 
minions, whenever  the  exigencies  of  ftate  rendered  it  expe- 
dient or  neceffary.  They  allb  infifted,  that  the  meffage  was 
worded  in  a manner  perfectly  agreeable  to  official  ufage  ; 
that  the  King  had  a right  to  bind  himfelf  by  promife  to  his 
Irifh  Parliament,  and  to  make  the  prefent  application  for  a 
releafe  from  that  promife.  That  the  meafure  was  in  exa<T 

conformity 


(CoHectanca  l^oHtica, 


136 

conformity  with,  or  more  properly  a part,  of  thofe  undoubt- 
ed branches  of  the  prerogative,  by  which  the  Crown  raifed 
troops  of  its  own  will,  and  then  applied  to  Parliament  for 
their  payment,  or  entered  into  treaties,  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
with  foreign  Princes,  and  pledged  it  for  a due  performance 
of  the  articles. 

Some  others  on  the  fame  fide,  not  fatisfied  with  endea- 
vouring by  explanation  to  weaken  what  was  faid  by  the 
mover  to  be  the  obvious  fenfe  of  the  words,  attempted  boldly 
to  prove,  that  the  melTage  meant  the  dired  reverfe.  Thefe 
contended,  rather  ludicroufly  enough,  that  the  whole  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  had  not  only  totally  mifunderftood  the 
meaning  of  the  meflage,  and  mifconceived  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant’s intentions,  but  that  they  had  gone  through  a feries 
of  public  bufinefs  founded  upon  that  deception  and  error, 
without  the  fmalleft  light  being  offered  by  the  Nobleman  in 
quefticn,  though  the  Speaker  had,  at  the  head  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  made  a public  declaration  of  his  and  their 
blindnefs  in  his  prefence.  It  is  very  difficult  to  reconcile 
the  grounds  of  thefe  arguments  ; and  this  laft,  of  fuppofing 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  whole  Irifli  Legiflaturc 
were  miftaken  in  the  fubjedl  of  a meffage  fent  by  the  one, 
and  received  and  anfwered  by  the  other,  was  fcarcely  fuitable 
to  fo  important  a matter. 

Some  of  the  gentlemen  in  oppofition  confidered  the  bufi- 
nefs as  of  fomewhat  a lefs  dangerous  nature,  from  the 
fcheme’s  not  being  carried  into'  execution.  They  held,  that 
the  fpirit  and  magnanimity  of  Ireland,  in  rejecting'  the  fo- 
reign troops,  and  in  refufing  to  accept  the  offer  for  leffening 
her  own  burthen  by  throwing  a part  of  it  upon  Great  Britain, 
had  already  obviated  the  mifehievous  tendency  of  that  mea- 
fure  fo  that  the  only  objedl  of  cenfure  now  remaining,  was 
the  evil  intention  from  which  it  originated.  They  alfo  held, 
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that  the  whole  weight  of  the  cenfure  would  fall  upon  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  who  was  merely  minifterial  in  the  bufinefsj 
while  thofe  who  were  really  culpable  would  not  only  pafs 
^Untouched,  but  very  polllbly,  from  Tome  crooked  motive  of 
policy,  might  rejoice  in  the  ill-placed  effecfl.  After  verv 
conllderable  debates,  the  queftion  being  put  near  twelve  at 
night,  the  motion  for  a committee  was  rejected  upon  a divi- 
fion,  by  a majority  of  224  to  106. 

A motion  then  made  for  laying  the  votes  of  the  Trifli 
Gonamons,  of  fome  fpeciried  dates,  and  relative  to  this  bu- 
finefs,  before  the  Houfe,- which  palTed  in  t he  negative  with- 
out a divifion.  This  was  fffcceeded  by  the  following  motion, 
“ T'hat  it  is  highly  derogatory  to  the  honour,  and  a violent 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Houfe,  and  a dangerous  in- 
fringement of  the  Conftitution,  for  any  perfon  whatever  to 
prelume  to  pledge  his  Majefty’s  Royal  word  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  “ That  any  part  of 
the  troops  upon  the  eftablilhment  of  that  kingdom  lhall, 
upon  being  fent  out  of  that  kingdom,  become  o,  charge  upon 
Great  Brit  ain,”  without  the  confent  of  this  Houfe,  or  for 
any  perfon  to  prefume  to  offer  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  without  the  confent  of  this 
Houfe,  “ That  fuch  national  troops,  fo  fent  out  of  Ireland, 
Iliall  be  replaced  by  foreign  troops,  at  the  expence  of  Great 
Bri^afn.”  The  motion  for  this  refolution  was  loft,  by  putting 
the* previous  queftion,  without  a divifion. 

/ • ' ' 
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chapter  VII 


Adininijlrafitin  of  Lord  Buchnghafn/hire. — SeJJlott  lyyy.— • 
Petitions  againjl  {he  Embargo. — Money  Bills. — State  of  Ma~ 
sufaBures. — -Proceedings  in  the  Britijh  Parliament. — TWo- 
tion  in  the  Commons  of  Ireland  for  an  Addrefs  to  his  Nlajefy 
on  the  State  of  the  Nation. — Me f age  from  his  Majefy  re- 
fpeBing  the  conduB  of  France. — Money  raifed  by  Pontine^  ^ c. 
Bills  pa  fed. — Indulgences  granted  to  the  Roman  Catholics. — 
Death  of  Lord  Chalham. — His  CharaBer. 

WE  now  draw  near  a period,  when  the  affairs  of  Ire- 
land, became  more  interefting.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1777,  the  Earl  of  Buchinghamjhire  took  upon  him- 
felf  the  Government  of  this  Country.  Before  this  appoint- 
ment was  made,  means  were  ufed  to  fmooth  tl^  way  for  a 
new  Viceroy.  A great  promotion  in  point  of  rank,  and  an 
enormous  augmentation  as  to  number,  took  place'  in  the 
Irifli  Peerage.  Five  Vifeounts  were  advanced  to  Earldoms, 
feven  Barons  to  be  Vifeounts,  and  no  lefs  than  eighteen 
new  Barons  created  in  the  courfe  of  one  day.  The  Arifto- 
cratic  part  of  the  Conftitution  will  be  found  to  have  in- 
creafed  rapidly  both  here  and  in  Great  Britain,  during  the 
prefent  reign. 

Parliament  affembled  under  the  Vicegerency  of  Lord 
Buckinghamfhire  in  Oflober  1777,  and  at  the  opening  of 
the  Seflion,  his  Excellency  in  his  fpeecli  to  both  Houfes, 
with  equal  prudence  and  modefty,  declined  <<  making 
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any  profejflions  relative  to  his  future  conduvSt it  is 
the  tenor  of  my  anions  (fays  he)  that  the  chara^er  of  my  AtlmU 
nif  ration  muf  be  determined. 

$ 

A petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  from 
the  merchants  and  traders  of  Cork^  fetting  forth  that  about 
the  month  of  November  1776,  an  embargo  was  laid  on  all 
Ihips  laden  with  provhions,  and  bound  from  this  kingdom 
to  foreign  countries,  which  was  ftlll  continued  by  Govern- 
ment, and  had  been  very  ftri(5fly  enforced  : that  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  long  <^rhbargo,  an  extenhvs  beneficial  trade, 
carried  on  for  feveral  years  by  this  kingdom  to  France,  Spain, 
Portugal  and  Holland,  for  the  fupply  of  provifions,  had 
been  not  only  interrupted,  but  was  in  danger  of  being  en- 
tirely loft  ; the  petitioners  being  informed  that  the  mer- 
chants of  thefe  countries  were  refpe^ilvely  ftocked  and  pro- 
vided from  RufTia,  Sweden,  Denmark  and  Hamburgh, 
whereby  the  ufual  returns  to  this  kingdom  were  difeontinu- 
ed,  new  enemies  to  our  commerce  were  raifed,  and  our  com- 
modities rendered  ufelds  and  unprofitable.  That  great 
quantities  of  fmall  beef,  not  fit  for  the  ufe  of  Government 
or  the  Sugar  Colonies,  being  made  up  in  that  city,  and  alfo 
great  quantities  of  beef  and  butter  being  annually  brought 
to  that  market,  thefe  commodities  of  a perifliable  nature 
were  then  decaying  for  want  of  a free  export,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  proprietors  in  particular  and  of  the  kingdom 
in  general.  That  in  fupport  of  thefe  afiertions,  there  then 
remained  on  hands  fince  the  preceding  year,  a very  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  provifions,  the  property  of  feveral  mer- 
chants in  that  city,  not  wanted  by  Government,  and  there- 
fore without  opportunity  of  fale  ; and  although  a confiderable 
part  of  the  leafon  in  which  thefe  articles  are  ufualiy  made 
up  and  expoVted,  had  already  elapfed,  no  demand  whatfo- 
ever  then  exifted  for  them,  except  for  fuch  quantities  as 
were  required  by  Government  alone.  That  his  Majefty^s 
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revenue,  which  before  had  received  large  and  ccnflant  fiip- 
■plies  from  the  Cuftoms  of  the  city  of  Corky  had  decreafed 
in  proportion  to  the  decay  of  their  trade.  That  this  em- 
bargo, therefore,  at  that  time,  not  being  warranted  by  any 
great  fiibhantial  neceility,  but  on  the  contrary,  reftraining 
and  preventing  the  diffufion  of  trade,  was  pregnant  with  the 
xnoft  ruinous  confequences,  not  only  to  the  commercial,  but 
alfo  to  the  landed  intcreftsof  this  nation  : and  therefore  the 
petitioners  prayed  redrefs. 

It  is  certain  the  utuation  of  Ireland  was  at  this  time  truly 
deplorable.  In  Dublin,  numbers  of  wretched  manyfaiSlurers 
had  been  reduced  to  extreme  indigence,  and  would  have 
abfolutely  perifiied,  were  they  not  fupported  by  public  cha- 
rity; nor  was  Government  able  to  make  grants,  either  to 
promote  induftry,  or  to  relieve  the  national  calamities. 
Every  branch  of  the  revenue  failed,  and  fuch  was  the  po- 
verty of  the  nation,  that  the  militia  law  could  not  be  car- 
ried into  efiecl.  Ireland  could  not  pay  her  forces  abroad, 
and  was  obliged  to  borrow  money  from  England  to  pay  thofe 
at  home.  The  Parliament  was  necchltated  to  rai.^e  money 
at  an  exorbitant  interefl-  *,  the  expences  in  1777  having 
amounted  to  above  8o,oool.  more  than  the  revenue : 
•i66,oooI.  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  borrowed,  which  was 
raifedinthe  old  manner  upon  debentures  at  4I.  per  cent. 

The  Speaker  upon  prefencirg  the  Money  Bills  on  the  24th 
of  December  1 777,  fays,  “ The  fame  principle  of  duty, 
which  d’,re£led  the  proceedings  of  the  bit  Parliament,  has 
eminently  diftingr.ilhed  the  pref^nt,  in  this  their  firft  Sef- 
.iicn,  a certain  proof  that  it  is  not  confined  to  any  clafs  of 
men,  but  actuates  the  whole  mafs  of  the  people  ia  this 
kingdom.*^ 

TheCommon^",  however,  difappointed  in  their  hopes 
that  the  large  (urns  which  have  been  raifed  to  difeharge  the 
‘ ' ’ debts 
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<kbts  fucceilively  incurred,  and  the  great  addition  of  ta;<ef 
*which  have  been  impofel  to  prevent  any  future  defiaeney,  would 
have  proved  effeclual  for  i-iiGfe  purpofes,  have  now  made 
provulofis  for  a new  arrear  of  i66,oooh  which  t^if  y could 
not  accomplifh  without  a loan  : to  pay  theiotered  of  which 
they  have  been  obliged  to  engage  thefcanty  remnant  of  the 
former  loan  duties  : in  this  they  have  conGdered  mere  the 
honour  of  his  Majefty’s  Governoneat,  than  the  ability  of  the 
nation. ” ^ 

The  htuation  of  the  manufacturers  in  Dublin  at  this 
tinu.*,  appears  from  a petition  presented  to  Parliament  this 
licGion,  which  ftated,  That  the  petitioners  being  made  ac-’ 
quainted  with  the  extreme  diftrefs  of  the  woWeing  manufac- 
turers and  their  families,  confequent  to  the  want  of  employ- 
irient,  had  for  feme  time  paft  affociated  themfeives,  in  order 
to  devife  and  adminifter  the  mofl  effectual  relief  in  their 
power  ; that  aided  by  the  liberal  benefactions  of  many  others, 
they  had  daily  iupplied  the  craving  necefiicies  of  above* 
twenty  thoufand  perfons,  numbers  of  whom  tnuh  e!fe  have 
actually  perithed  for  want  of  hood.  That  the  petitioners, 
well  aware  how  much  more  deiirable  it  was  in  every  rerpect, 
to  enable  the  poor  to -earn  their  own  livelihood,  than  to  fup- 
port  them  in  id  lends,  early  di’*ectc  J their  attention  to  that 
important  objed,  and  relolved  to  apply  as  much  ol  the 
fund,  which  the  public  liberality  had  Iupplied,  as  could  be 
ipared  from  the  immediate  relief  of  prefenr  urgent  neceflity, 
to  the  purpote  of  bounties  on  manufactures  purchafed  by 
whokfale  buyers  within  a ffort  time  ; hopicig  that  mealure 
might  have  created  a ufeful  deiiiand  : but  they  prefently' 
found  the  caufe  of  the  diffrets  to  be  of  ceo  great  a mapnlmde 
to  be  affected  by  their  feeble  efforts.  From  the  heh  infor- 
mation that  had  been  obtained,  and  the  moff  probable  cal- 
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dilations  that  could  be  formed,  the  petitioners  had  reafon 
to  believe  that  there  were  manufacture^  in  Dublin,  of  wool, 
worfted,  lilk,  linen  and  cotton,  to  the  amount  of  at  lead 
300,000!.  lying  on  the  hands  of  the  makers,  for  which 
there  was  not' any  demand,  the  Ihop-keepers  and  retailers 
being  already  loaded  with  very  heavy  docks ; whereas  that 
feafon  of  the  year  the  ufual  demand  for  mod  of  thefe  ma- 
m]fa(d:ures  had  been  fo  great  as  entirely  to  take  off  the  goods 
from  the  makers.  The  petitioners,  therefore,  beg’d  leave 
to  obferve,  that  fuch  unhappy  circumdances  utterly  incapa- 
citated the  manufaclurers  from  proceeding  in  their  refpedtive 
branches  of  bufmefs,  and  giving  employment  to  the  poor. 
That  itWould  bean  indignity  to  the  wifdom  and  humanity 
of  the  Hoiife,  for  the  petitioners  to  attempt  to  expatiate  on 
the  importance  and  necedity  of  furnidiing  employment  to 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  or  on  the  prefent  affe<ding 
nilferies  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Dublin  ; and  it  would  as 
ill  become  them  to  prefume  to  paint  out  modes  of  relief. — 
That  it  was  only  for  the  petitioners  to  bring  that  great  fub- 
jecf  to  the  view  of  the  Koufe,  to  date  the  facts  which  had 
come  to  their  knowli^ge,  and  when  required  to  fupport 
them  by  evidence  ; having  a mod  perfeft  confidence  tlvat 
fuch  relief  as  Ihoiild  appear  neceffary  and  adequate,  would 
not  be  lefs  freely  granted  than  it  was  earnedly  wifiaed  and 
prayed  for  by  the  petitioners. 

Another  petition  was  alfo  prefcnted  from  the  nianufac- 
turers  of  filk,  wool,  linen  and  cotton,  in  the  city  of  Dublin 
and  Liberties  adjoining  ; fetring  forth,  that  the  petitioners 
fs'om  want  of  trade,  were  overloaded  with  goods  for  which 
there  was  no  demand,  amounting  to  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred thcufand  pounds.  That  having  worked  up  their  capi- 
tals ard  credit,  and  finding  no  fale  for  the  goods,  they  had 
been  under  the  painful  necefiity  of  difcontinuing  employment 
to  the  working  people,  whereby  they  and  their  families,  to 
the  ntzmber  of  thoufands,  were  reduced  to  extreme 
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poverty.  That  th^a  relief  of  half  a pound  of  oatmeal  or 
of  flour,  per  day,  for  each  perfon,  had  then  ceafed,  the 
fund  raifed  by  the  humanity  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  for 
that  purpofe  being  then  nearly  exhaufted.  That  the  con- 
dition of  the  unemployed  poor,  their  wives  and  children, 
was  become  truly  deplorable,  which  the  petitioners  humbly 
laid  before  that  Houfe,  hoping  for  relief  only  from  the 
wifdom  of  Parliament,  f 

Such  was  tiie.mifcrable  fituation  of  Irifli  affairs  ; and  the 
confequences  affefted  feveral  perfons  in  England,  w1k>  had 
eftatcs  in  this  country,  and  beeame  in  fome  degree  par- 
takers in  the  common  calaniity.  A committee  was  there- 
fore appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  irf  Great  Britain, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  trade  of  Ireland  ; and  the  fol- 
lowing refolutlons  were  pailed  : ««  That  the  Irifli  might  be 
permitted  to  export  directly  to  the  Britifli  plantations,  or  to 
the  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  all  the  produce  or 
the  manufadiure  of  the  kingdom,  wool  or  woollen  manufac- 
ture only  excepted,  or  commodities  of  the  growth  or  ma- 
nufactures of  Great  Britain,  legally  imported  from  that  king- 
dom ; as  alfo  foreign  certificate  goods,  under  the  fame  con- 
dition. That  all  the  goods,  the  produce  of  any  of  the  Brl- 
tifii  fettlements,  or  of  the  fettlements  on  the  coafts  of 
Africa,  tobacco  excepted,  be  allowed  to  be  diredlly  Imported 
into  Ireland.  That  glafs,  manufaffured  in  Ireland,  be  per- 
mitted to  be  exported  from  it,  to  all  places,  Great  Britain 
excepted.  That  cotton  yarn,  the  manufaclure  of  Ireland, 
be  allowed  to  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  ; and  that  Irifn 
fail-cloth  and  cordage  fliould  have  the  fame  privilege.”  Bills 
were  accordingly  framed  on  thefe  refolutions,  but  the  trad- 
ing and  manufaCuring  towns  cf  Great  Britain  fcon  took  the 
alarm  *,  they  confldered  ever?  increafe  of  the  trade  of  Ire- 
land, not  only  a.s  prejudicial  to  their  intereff,  but  an  en- 
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croachment  on  their  rights  : confequently,  many  petitions 
•were  prefented  to  the  Br'itifh  Parliament,  againft  the  in- 
tended indulgence  to  Ireland. — Coiinfel  and  evidence  were 
at  different  times  heard  on  this  occafion,  and  at  length,  in 
confequence  of  fome  compromife  between  the  fupporters 
and  Gppofers  of  thefe  bills,  although  the  former  fhewed  a 
great  fuperiority  of  ftrength,  it  was  notwithftanding  thought 
expedient  to  give  up  for  the  prefent,  moft  of  the  advan- 
tages, that  were  originally  intended  for  this  country.  Some 
enlargement,  however,  was  given  to  the  linen  trade,  par- 
ticularly to  the  article  of  cheques,  and  fome  openings  given 
in  the  African  and  Weft  India  trades,  which  did  not  before 
exift.  Thus  the  meafure  at  its  hnal  tranfit  through  the 
Britifli  Parliament,  might  be  rather  conhdered  as  an  open- 
ing to  future  fervice,  and  an*  earneft  of  good  intention, 
than  as  affording  any  immediate  benefit,  or  even  as  holding 
out  any  future  ady.antage  of  any  great  importance  to  Ireland. 

On  the  6th  of  February  177S,  it  was  moved  in  the  Com- 
mons “ that  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
humbly  io  lay  ourfelves  at  his  Majefty’s  feet,  to  affure  him 
of  our  unQiaken  affe£lion  to  his  Perfon  and  GovernmenS, 
to  lay  before  him  the  fiate  of  this  nation,  declaring  our  readi- 
nefs  and  zeal  to  fupport,  in  the  moft  honourable  manner, 
the  neceffary  expences  of  his  Government,  and  the  dignity 
of  his  Crown  •,  that,  however,  in  the  prefent  Seffion  of 
Parliament  we  have  granted  the  nipplies,  which  were  alked 
for  the  fupport  of  the  prefent  eftablifhments,  yet  we  fhould 
deceive  his  Majefty  if  we  fufiered  him  from  thence  to  con- 
ceive that  the  expence  of  thofe  eftabiifliments  could  meet 
with  the  continued  fupport^  or  entire  approbation  cf  his 
faithful  Commons, 

That  the  expences  of  his  Majefty*s  Government  have  fp 
cncreafed  in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years,  that  the  charge  of 
the  Civil  Lift  alone  has  nearly  doubled  that  period, 

. ' ’ That 
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That  one  of  the  many  caufes  of  that  encreafe  is  the  rapid 
and  aftonilhing  growth  of  the  Penfion  Lift,  now  more  than 
ever  an  object  of  univerfal  complaint ; a Lift  which  does  now 
greatly  exceed  the  expences  of  all  other  charges  of  the  Civil 
Lift,  even  in  its  prefent  ftate,  and  does  conftderably  exceed 
the  whole  Civil  Lift  at  Lady-day,  1757  ; and  is  nearly  double 
the  charge  of  the  Penfion  Lift  at  that  period  when  it  was 
fo  extravagant,  that  the  Commons,  fenlible  of  its  weight, 
entered  unanimeufly  into  the  following  refolution,  which, 
with  many  others  againfl:  it,  were  laid  before  his  late  Majefty  : 

‘‘  Refolved,  that  the  granting  of  fo  much  of  the  public 
revenue  in  penfions  is  an  improvident  difpofition  of  the  re- 
venue, an  injury  to  the  Crown,  and  detrimental  to  the 
public.” 

That  this  encreafe  in  the  Penfion  Lift  is  more  feverely 
felt  by  his  Majefty’s  fubjeifts,  when  they  confider  that  its 
prefent  extravagance  does  not  appear  to  have  any  foundation 
or  e^cufe  in  the  public  fervice,  or  private  vvant  of  thofe  who 
principally  compofe  it  j and  his  Majefty^s  faithful  fubjetls 
have  reafon  to  believe,  that  in  a Lift  fo  greatly  augmented 
in  favour  of  fuch  perfons,  and  in  times  of  accumulating  debt, 
I he  real  names  of  feme  of  thofe  penlioncrs,  and  the 
merits  of  more,  have  not  been  truly  laid  before  him. 

That  another  caufe  of  this  encreafe  is  a number  of  new, 
great  and  ac^ditional  falaries,  in  the  nature  of  penfions,  an- 
nexed to  lefler  offices,  moftly  finecure,  or  of  fo  infignificant 
a truft,  that  the  frugality  of  former  times  allotted  to  them 
fmall  falaries. 

That  another  caufe  Is  the  creation  of  new  employments, 
or  the  annexing  great  falaries  to  old  offices  that  became  ol> 
iplete,  bscaufe  they  were  ufelefs. 

That 
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That  offices  fo  created  or  revived,  or  endowed  with  great 
additional  falaries,  are  become  a heavy  charge  upon  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  faithful  fub^ds,  unneceffiary  to  the  dignity  of  his 
Crown,  and  under  a prince  of  lefs  virhie,  dangerous  to  the 
Conftitution. 

That  his  Majefty’s  predeceffiors  were  gracioufly  pleafed  t:, 
confine  military  contingencies  and  concordatum  to  certain 
bounds,  but  in  the  laft  two  years,  during  a confiderable 
part  of  which  time  a great  proportion  of  the  army  was  not 
on  the  eftablifliment,  the  exceedings  on  military  contingen- 
cies were  greater  by  far  than  in  the  two  former  years,  and 
greater  than  ever  was  known  in  Ireland,  of  which  unex- 
ampled excefs,  a very  confiderable  part  does  not  appear  to 
be  expended  for  military  purpofes,  but  as  an  inferior  Pen- 
lion  Lift,  applied  to  the  ufe  of  perfons,  many  of  w’hom, 
from  their  occupation  or  fex,  cannot  be  comprehended 
^within  the  meaning  of  a military  contingency. 

That  the  charge  for  exceedings  on  concordatum,  like  thofe 
of  military  contingencies,  has  greatly  exceeded  its  limit,  and 
an  its  excefs  and  application  is  a grievance. 

That  the  original  eftablifhment  was  ro,ooo].  that  the 
exceedings  of  1777,  was  above  59,000!.  an  ex- 

ceeding greater  than  ever  was  known  before,  part  of  which 
w'as  for  fecret  fervice,  an  expence  fufpicious  from  its  n^ure, 
and  alarming  from  its  growth. 

That  the  exceedings  on  military  contingencies  and  concor- 
datum  are  the  more  an  objeft  of  our  jealoulV,  as  we  pre- 
fume  they  are  the  more  unbounded,  becaul'e  they  do  not 
come  under  the  previous  Infpection  of  his  Majefty,  and  to 
this  we  attribute  the  abules  which  have  prevailed  in  both, 
and  the  application  of  great  fums  of  public  money  to  pur- 
pofes 
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pjor<3S  which  do  not  feem  to  belong  to  faid  eftablifiiinents, 
or  to  any  branch  of  the  expence  of  Government. 

That  in  1773,  his  Majefty’s  faithful  Commons  clid  grant 
feveral  new  duties  ; that  they  were  induced  to  luch  grant  by  ^ 
a,  reliance  then  had  on  the  faith  of  his  Majefty^s  Mmifters  : 
plighted  by  the  moft  folemn  alTurances  publicly  made  to  his 
Commons,  that  the  then  expences  of  Government  fliould 
be  greatly  retrenched,  fo  that  the  new  grants  of  the  people, 
and  the  ftipulated  retrenchment  by  the  Miniftry  Ihould 'unite 
to  eftablilli  a fyfiiem  of  equalization,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
ruinous  practice  of  running  in  debt. 

That  his  Majefty’s  faithful  Commons  have  performed 
fheir  part  of  the  engagement,  by  raifing  the  revenue  ; but 
that  the  expences  of  this  Government,  inftead  of  being  di^ 
yninifhed,  have  been  beyond  example  encreafed,  infomuch 
that  the  Commons  did,  in  this  Sellion  of  Pariiam.ent,  come 
unanimoufly  to  the  following  refolutions ; 

Refolved,  that  the  net  produce  of  the  unappropriated 
revenue  for  the  two  years,  ending  at  Lady-day^  1777,  as 
flated  in  the  Accomptant  Generars  Paper,  No.  V.  includ- 
ing occalional  payrnents,  exceeded  the  produce  of  the  faid 
revenue  for  the  two  years,  ending  Lady-day^  ^175* 
fum  of  214,2951.  5s.  ii-jd. 

Refolved,  that  the  charge  of  the  military  eftablifhment, 
ixom  Lady- day f 1775,  to  Lady-day ^ I777>  was  lefs  than  the 
charge  of  that  eftablifhment  in  the  two  former  years,  in 
the  fum  of  98,240!.  i^s.  4|d, 

Refolved,  that  it  appears  from  the  Accomptant  General’s 
Paper,  No.  III.  that  the  total  amount  of  public  charges, 
excluilve  of  appropriated  funds,  and  deducting  the  charge 

on 
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on  account  of  Duncannon  Fort,  for  the  two  years,  ending 
Lady-day^  was  1,629,073!.  5s.  2td.  and  exceeded 

the  reverjie  applicable  thereto,  in  the  fum  of  82,130!. 
ips.  id.’’ 

That  it  appears  that  the  higheft  revenue  ever  known  ia 
this  country  does  not  equal  the  expences  of  Government, 
even  when  a great  proportion  of  the  army  is  not  on  the 
ehabiifliment. 

That  the  bounty  of  his  Alajefly’s  Commons  has  had  !itt!c 
effect,  other  than  to  encourage  new  and  unnecelTary  expences, 
whereby  his  faithfu!  Commons  are  fubjec!  to  a fti!l  accumu- 
lating debt,  and  likewife  to  thofe  taxes  granted  for  the  foie 
purpofe  of  putting  an  end  to  fo  ruinous  a pradlice. 

That  as  the  expences  of  Government,  when  the  army  re- 
turn, will  be  confiderably  greater,  fo  the  revenue  upon  an 
average  calculation,  will  be  probably  lefs  than  in  the  twolaft 
years  : That  the  revenues  have  already  ’gone  back  in  the 
half  year,  ending  laft  September ^ above  lo^oool. 

That  accordingly  his  Majeffy’s  Minlifers,  finding  them- 
felves  unable  to  fupport  the  prefent  charges  of  Government, 
without  encreafing  the  debt  of  the  nation,  though  aided  by 
all  the  new  taxes,  and  though  <1  great  proportion  of  the 
army  was  not  upon  the  eftablifhment,  did  apply  for  a loan 
of  1.66, cool,  bringing  down  the  arrear  to  the  29th  of  laft 
September^  a method  which  has  not  been  the  ufual  refort  of 
his  Majedy’s  Minifters,  and  which  bei'peaks  their  fenft  of 
the  hate  of  the  nation. 

That,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  I aft  war,  his  Majefty  was 
gracicufly  pleafed  to  order  the  then  Chief  Governor  of  /rr- 
landy  to  recommend  to  his  faithful  Commons  a diminution 
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of  th-e  then  debt,  and  a redti£\Ion  of  the  then  expences  of 
Government  ; that  the  debt  of  the  nation,  as  refolved,  was 
then  52t,i6iL  i6s.  o^d.  that  the  debt  of  the  nation  at 
Lady-days  1 777,  was  not  lefs  than  834,086!.  19s.  3d.  and 
the  nation  is  likewife  fubjecSt  to  the  payment  of  certain  life 
annuities,  at  the  rate  of  61.  per  cent,  for  the  fum  of 
440,000!.  belides  i66,ooo!.  provided  for  by  loan  this  Sef- 
iion  of  Parliament ; in  all  1,440,086].  193.  3d.  of  which 
the  greater  part  has  been  accumulated  hnce  the  peace,  and 
more  particularly  within  thefe  few  years  lafl  pad,  notwith- 
flanding  the  new  taxes  granted  to  put  an  end  to  the  ruinous 
pracdlce  of  running  in  debt. 

That  the  loan  duties  were  the  lad  Sedion  of  Parliament 
encreafed  ; and  when  the  loan  of  the  prefent  Seffion  fhallbe  ^ 
reforted  to,  will  in  all  probability  be  exhauded. 

That  the  expences  which  have  out-run  the  abilities  of 
the  people  appear  the  more  alarming,  becaufe  his  Majedy’s 
faithful  Commons  cannot  be  apprized  what  bounds  are  in- 
tended to  be  put  to  them. 

That  even  though  we  could  be  Induced  to  think  that 
fuch  expences  were  the  objects  of  Ibpport,  not  of  retrench- 
ment, yet  an  attempt  to  lay  new  duties  upon  import,  ex- 
port or  home  confumptlon,  would  probably  deprefs  the  old 
duty,  and  hazard  or  dedroy  the  weakly  remains  of  the  trade 
of  Ireland. 

That  we  humbly  hope  his  M<ijedy  wiil  forgive  us  for  hav- 
ing delayed  fo  long  to  lay  before  him  the  real  date  of  this 
country,  a country  labouring  under  tlie  fevered  redridtions 
in  trade,  and  under  a heavy  we’gKt  of  taxes,  which  are 
yet  exceeded  by  her  expence. 


That 
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That  we  have  waited  as  far  as  was  confiftent  with  otzr 
duty  to  his  Majeiiy,  or  to  thofe  whom  we  reprefent,  con- 
fiding in  the  folemn  and  repeated  alFurances  of  oeconomy 
from  time  to  time  received  from  his  Majefty's  Minifters  5 
that  at  length  harrafTed  by  a courfe  of  unnecelTary  expence, 
we  can  no  longer  refrain  from  laying  the  hate  of  this  nation 
at  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  and  without  prefuming  to  point 
out  any  particular  method  of  redrefs,  we  do  moh  humbly 
rely  upon  his  Royal  virtues,  and  implore  his  protection.” 

This  motion  being  negatived,  a motion  was  afterwards 
made  that  an  humble  Add  refs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty., 
« To  afTure  his  Ivlajefiy  of  our  moft  unfeigned  attachment 
to  his  Majefty’s  Royal  Perfon  and  Government  ; to  befeech 
him  to  accept  of  our  moft  humble  and  hearty  thanks  for 
that  benign  attention  which  his  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  manifeft  to  the  encouragement  and  extenfion  of 
the  trade  of  this  kingdom  j to  afTure  him  that  our  hearts 
overflow  with  gratitude  for  the  indulgence  which  we  have 
already  experienced  ; but  that  while  we  fee  the  trade  of 
this  country  yet  ftruggling  with  the  greatefi:  difficulties,  com- 
mercial credit  funk,  and  great  numbers  of  unemployed 
manufacturers  on  the  point  of  perifhing  for  want,  we  can- 
not but  lament  that  what  has  hitherto  been  done  appears 
inadequate  to  the  purpoies  of  a wife  and  good  Prince,  and  a 
juft  and  generous  people  ; that  in  this  fituation  we  are  ob- 
liged to  look  up  to  his  Majefty’s  paternal  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  for  fuccour ; to  hope  that  what  has  been  already  granted 
to  us,  is  but  an  earneft  of  a further  and  effeCfual  extenfion 
of  our  commerce  *,  that  we  are  perfuaded  that  fuch  a mea- 
fure  would  be  equally  conducive  to  the  profperity  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland^  whofe  interefts  we  fhall  ever  confider  as 
infeparable,  and  that  no  other  adequate  means  can  be  found 
to  relieve  the  diftreftes,  fupport  the  credit,  or  invigorate  the 
commerce  of  this  kingdom.” 


In 
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In  Confequence  of  the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  the  fol- 
lowing Addrefs  was' agreed  toby  the  Commons,  on  the  23d 
of  March,  1778,  viz. : 

To  Kings  Excellent  Majejif 

The  humble  Addrefs  ofthe  Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgeffe* 
in  Parliament  affembled  ; 

i 

“ Mojl  gracious  Sovereign y 

««  We  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and'  loyal  fub- 
je£fs,  the  Commons  of  Ireland-,  in  Parliament  affem- 
bled,  in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  affairs  beg* 
leave  humbly  to  approach  your  Majefty  with  the  moft- 
unfeigned  affurances  of  loyalty,  duty  and  attachment 
to  your  Majefty’s  Royal  Perfon  arid  Government,  and  to 
declare  that  at  a time  when  the  public  tranquillity  is  in  dan- 
ger of  being  further  difturbed  by  the  interpofition  of  a fo- 
reign power,  we  feel  ourfelves  called  upon  to  take  the* 
earlieft  opportunity  of  expreflin'g  our  zeal  for  the  dignity  of 
your  Majefty’s  Crown,  and  our  earneft  wifties  and  warmeft: 
'regards  for  the  profperity  of  Great  Britain  : we  think  it  at 
this  time  peculiarly  incumbent  on  us  to  affure  your  Majefty, 
that  your  Majefty  may  rely  with  the  greateft  confidence  on' 
the  entire  affection  of  your  faithful  fubjedfs  of  Ire  land y and 
depend  on  their  co-operation  chearfully  with  your  Majefty 
to  the  utmoft  of  their  ability,  in  afferting  the  honour  of  your 
Majefty’s  Government,  and  eftabliftiing  the  fecurity  of  your 
dominions.” 

« 

On  the  27  th  of  March  the  following  Meffage  was 

delivered  to  the  Houfe  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  viz.  : 

I have  his  Majefty’s  commands  to  acquaint  you,  that 
his  Majefty  having  been  informed,  by  order  of  the  French 
King,  that  a treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  has  been  ftgned 

between 
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between  the  Court  of  France^  and  certain  perfons  employed 
by  his  Majefty^s  revolted  fubjedls  in  North  America^  has 
judged  it  necefiary  to  direct  that  a copy  of  the  declaration 
delivered  by  the  French  AmbalTador  to  Lord  Vifcount  Wey^ 
mouth  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; and  at  the 
fame  time  to  acquaint  them  that  his  Majefty  has  thought 
proper,  in  confequence  of  this  offenfive  communication  on 
the  part  of  the  Court  of  France y to  fend  orders  to  his  Am- 
balTador  to  withdraw  from  that  Court. 

That  his  Majefty  is  perfuaded,  that  the  jdftice  and  good 
faith  of  his  condudt  towards  foreign  Powers,  and  the  fincerity 
of  his  wifiies  to  preferve  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,-  wiH  be 
acknowledged  by  all  the  world  ; and  his  Majefty  trufts 
that  he  fhall  not  ftand  refponfible  for  the  difturbance  of 
that  tranquillity,  if  he  fhould  find  himfelf^ called  upon  to 
refent  fo  unprovoked  and  fo  unjuft  an  aggreffion  on  the 
honour  of  his  Crown,  and  the  efiential  intereft  of  his  king- 
doms, contrary  to  the  moft  folemn  afiarances,  fubverfive 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and  injurious  to  the  rights  of  every 
fovereign  Power  in  Europe, 

That  his  Majefty,  relying  with  the  firmeft  confidence 
on  the  zealous  and  affe£lionate  fupport  of  his  faithful  people, 
is  determined  to  be  prepared  to  exert,  if  it  fhall  become  ne- 
celTary,  all  the  force  and  refources  of  his  kingdoms,  which 
he  trufts  will  be  found  adequate  to  repel  every  infult  and 
attack,  and  to  maintain  and  uphold  the  power  and  reputa- 
tion of  his  dominions.”  * 

In  confequence  of  this  Mefiage,  the  Commons  voted  a 
loyal  and  a£Fe<ftionate  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  expreffive  of 
their  determination  to  exert  every  means  in  their  power  for 
the  honour  and  prefervation  of  his  Crown  and  dignity. 

Thirty 
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Tiiirty  thoufand  pounds  were  ordered  to  be  ralfed  during 
this  Seffion,  by  a Tontine,  at  61.  per  cent.  ; however,  fuch. 
was  the  ftate  of  public  credit  at  the  time,  and  the  difficulty 
of  raffing  money,  that  it  could  not  be  procured  even  at  a 
rate  fo  high,  and  the  terms  were  obliged  to  be  enlarged  to 
7|  per  cent*  This  circumdance  clearly  proves  the  affiertioa 
of  a moft  refpe^dable  author,  ^ that  it  is  even  queftlorrabie 
whether  in  time  of  peace,  money  can  be  raifed  in  a favour- 
able manner  upon  life  annuities  ; bat  (fays  he)  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  in  time  of,  war  it  is  inipoffible  for  the  public  to 
make  any  tolerable  bargain  witii  money  lenders,  founded 
upon  any  uncertainty  or  contingency. 

The  following  Bills  were  palled  amongd  others,  viz. 

A Bill  to  prevent  malicious  cutting  and  wounding,  and  to 
puniffi  offenders  called  chalkers. — A Bril  for  the  further  en- 
couragement of  the  Whale  Fipoeries  carried  on  from  Ireland. 
A Bill  for  the  improvement  of  wade  and  uncultivated  lands. 
A Bill  for  ehablilhing  a Militia  in  tiiis  kingdom. — A Bill 
for  the  relief  of  his  Majefty’s  lubjecSts  of  this  kingdom,  pro- 
feffing  the  Popiffi  Religion.— A Bill  for  the  further  advance- 
ment of  trade  *,  and,  a Bill  for  improving  the  Police  of  the 
City  of  Dublin. — On  the  14th  of  Auguit  177S,  the  Parlia- 
ment was  prorogued.  1 

During  this  Seffion,  the  Roman  Catholics  were  empow- 
ered to  take  leafes  for  any  term  of  years  not  exceeding  99^, 
or  any  number  of  lives  not  exceeding  five.  They  were  en- 
abled to  purchafe  or  take  by  grant,  limitation,  defeent  or 
devlfe,  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  in  this 
kingdom,  and  to  difpofe  of  them  by  will  or  othjerwife,  to  de- 
feend  according  to  the  coiirfe  of  common  law,  devil'able  and 
transferable  in  like  manner  as  tine  lands  of  Protedants.^ 

VoL.  I.  L Certain 
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Certain  penal  acls  refpe^llng  the  hearing  and  celebrating  of 
Mafs,  forbidding  Catholics  to  keep  a horfe  of  above  the  va- 
lue of  5I. — empowering  Grand  Juries  to  levy  from  them  in 
their  ^^cfpeci:ive  didrldVs,  money  to  the  amount  of  fucb  loflcs 
as  were  luftained  by  the  depredations  of  privateers,  and  re- 
quiring to  provide  Proteftant  watchmen  In  towns,  and  for- 
bidding Cacholics  to  inhabit  the  city  of  Limerick  or  fuburbs, 
were  all  repealed".  So  much  of  former  acls  as  forbade  them^ 
to  teach  fchool  publicly,  or  to  inlirudl  youth  of  their  own 
profefiion  in  private,  waT>  alfo  repealed  ^ and  a law  was  en- 
afled  to  permit  them  to  have  the  guardianfliip,  care,  and 
tuition  of  their  own  children. 

Amongft  the  events  of  this  time,  not  only  Intereftlng 
to  this  country,  but  to  every  part  of  the  Britifli  empire,  we 
cannot  omit  the  lofs  of  the  truly  great  and  celebrated  Wm, 
Fitt,  Earl  of  Chatham.  His  Lordihip  died  the  iith  of 
May  1778,  unlverfally  regretted  by  every  friend  to  the 
conftitutional  freedom,  .and  real  profperity  of  thefe  king- 
doms. 

The  Adminlifration  of  that  diftinguifhed  chara(fler  may 
juftly  be  regarded  as  the  temporary  triuniph  of  the  people. 

By  their  voice,  it  has  been  faid,  he  was  called  into  power. 
By  their  verdi£t  he  was  fupporred.  tie  carried  his  meafures 
by  the  unbought  fufrrages  of  their  reprefentatives.  An 
unanimity  of  this  fort  in  Parliament  was  altogether  unex- 
ampled. And  when  he  fell,  he  fell  covered  with  popular 
honours  •,  the  gratitude  of  a mighty  people  followed,  and 
illuftrated  him  ; and  their  indignation,  and  their  curfc,  was 
the  inheritance  of  his  fuccelTors.” 
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Debates  in  the  Britijh  Parliament  relative  to  Ireland. — The 
latter  difappointed  in  its  commercial  expeclations. — -Non-zm- 
pnrtation  Agreement. — Proceed. ngs  oj  the  City  of  Dublin.-— 
Refolutions  of  the  Sherif  and  Grand  Jury  at  IVaterford. — 
National  Debt.— -Particular  Circiirnf  «nces  ref  pc  cling  Ireland, 
Opening  of  the  Seffion  in  October  1779. — Lord  Lieutenant' s 
Speech. — State  of  the  Treajury. — -Vote  of  Thanks  to  the 
Volunteer  Corps. — Addrefs  to  his.  Majefy. — Debates  there- 
upon.— Proceedings  in  Great  Britain  —Refolutions  in  the  IriJJj 
Parliaments. — Speaker’s  Speech  on prefenting  the  Money  Bills. 
Mutiny  Bill  made  perpetual.— Sugar  Bill  altered. — Newry 
Petition. — Proceedings  on  the  Mutiny  Bill. — Printers  cen-' 
fared  by  Parliament. — Addrefs  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. — 
Bills  pajfed. — Clofe  of  the  Seffion, — Lord  Lleutenani’s  Speech. 

WE  muft  now  attend  for  a moment  to  Tome  proceedings 
of  the  Britifli  Parliament  refpeding'this  country, — . 
Toward  the  concluhon  of  the  year  1778,  certain  Members 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  England,  fenhble  of  the 
miferable  lituation  to  which  Ireland  was  then  reduced,  de- 
clared their  intention  to  move  for  a bill  or  bills,  for  granting 
commercial  relief  to  this  kingdom. 

Notwithftanding  this  opening,  feveral  things  feemed  to 
be  wanting  to  afford  a prolpecl  of  fuccefs  to  the  propofed 
meafure.  It  was  to  be  lamented  that  no  regular  plan  had 
been  formed,  either  with  refpei^t  to  the  precife  nature,  or 
to  the  extent  of  the  relief  which  was  to  be  expedted.  AVe 
Ihall  bring  together  in  one  point  of  view,  without  any  par- 
ticular regard  to  time  or  occalion,  a few  of  the  reafons  that 
were  urged  at  the  different  periods  in  which  this  bufinefs  was 
agitated  in  Great  Britain,  whether  in  fupport  of,  or  oppoh- 
tion  to  the  mtended  relief  of  irekuid. 
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It  was  contended  on  the  one  lide,  that  leaving  all  idea*  I 

of  liberality  and  of  juftice  out  of  ihe  qiiehion,  England  I 

was  at  this  time  impelled  by  abfolutc  neceflity,  by  a regard 
to  her  own  prefent  fecurity  and  future  prefervation,  to 
cherilli  and  prelerre  the  remaining  parts  of  the  empire,  and 
to  concentrate  all  the  people,  in  one  common  bond  of  union 
and  defence,  which  could  only  be  done  by  a general  com- 
rmuiion  of  interefts,  and  participation  of  benefits.  That 
the  people  of  Ireland  expected,  and  had  the  flrongetl  right 
to  expect  relief.  That  this  was  no  time,  after  the  heavy 
lofs  of  the  Colonies,  and  of  American  commerce,  to  hazard 
tiiat  of  the  iKter  kingdom,  whether  by  invalion  or  repara- 
tion, one  of  which  was  already  threatened,  and  the  other 
equally  to  be  apprehended,  if  that  relief  was  not  fpeedily 
alTorcled,  w’hich  was  no\Y  expected  and  propofed.  That  | 

however  exemplary  and  invincible  the  loyalty  of  Ireland  had 
hitherto  been,  and  however  fingular  her  long  enduring 
fufferings,  patience  and  forbearance ; there  were  certain 
fixed  limits  to  thofe  qualities  and  difpofitions  of  the  mind, 
beyond  which  human  nature  was  Incapable  of  palling,  and 
was  even  liable  to  the  danger  of  recoiling  with  great  violence 
in  the  attempt.  But  if  either  of  thofe  dreaded  events,  of  j 

reparation  or  conqueil,  Biould  take  place,  and  that  Great  j 

Britain  fhould  hill  retain  the  inglorious  and  unprofitable  j 

boaft  of  remaining  the  foie  tyrants  of  the  fol],  fhe  would 
even  in  that  cafe  infallibly  lofe  all  that  could  ftamp  any  j 

value  upon  it — the  inhabitants.  For  it  was  evident,  that  as 
icon  as  a peace  fliould  take  place,  if  fuch  opprefiion  and 
mifery  hill  continued,  the  people  of  Ireland  would'  inevita- 
bly, under  the  impuHe  of  the  hrft  law  of  nature,  emigrate 
to  America,  whither  they  would  convey  their  manufactures, 
arts  and  indutiry.  That  it  was  already  too  well  known, 
that  the  American  armies  w-ere  principally  recruited,  and 
their  beft  troops  in  a great  degree  compofed  of  thofe  un- 
happy emigrants  from  Ireland,  who,  being  driven  from 
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tkeir  country  by  want  and  opprefUon,  were  compelled^ 
under  an  equal  neceflity,  to  take  up  arms  in  a quarrel,  in 
which  they  had  no  natural  interell,  and  to  Ihed  their  blood 
in  a conteft  with  their  friends  and  brethren. 

It  was  further  ftated,  that  the  Iridi  were  in  many  great 
articles  of  Britilh  merchandise  and  manufacture,  the  beft 
.and  moft  valuable  cuflomers  : and  from  them,  England  had 
long  derived  great  additional  wealth  and  power.  Under  a 
.wife  and  liberal  Government,  therefore,  Ireland  would  be 
capable*  of  affording  infinitely  greater  advantages  to  her 
iifter  kingdom,  to  whom  the  fruits  of  every  benefit  of  com- 
merce afforded  by  her,  would  corue  back  with  accumulated 
interefl. 

To  juflify  theie  alTertions,  and  eflabllQi  thefe  faffs,  it  was 
Hiewed  from  certain  papers  laid  before  the  Britifh  lloufe  of 
Commons,  that  the  exports  from  England  to  Ireland  on  an 
average  of  ten  years,  amounted  to  2,057,000!  yearly. — * 
That  the  exports  from  Ireland  into  England,  upon  an  avcr 
rage  of  the  fame  time,  did  not  exceed  1,353,000!.  by  the 
year.  That  corifequently  the  balance  pt  trade  in  favour  of 
England  exceeded  7,000, oo|l.  fterling,  at  that  time.  That 
this  was  exciulive  of  the  immenle  iums  drawn  from  Ireland 
every  year,  in  rents  to  abienrees,  penGons,  and  the  emolu- 
ments of  places  to  thofe  who  had  never  feen  this  country,  us 
allb  appeals  in  law  and  equity,  bufiuefs,  pleafures,  &:c. 

It  was  alfo  flievved,  that  the  decreafe  of  the  exports  from 
England  to  Ireland,  during  the  lafr  two  years  of  calamity  in 
this  country,  amounted  upon  an  average  to  no  iefs  than 
716,000!.  per  year.  From  whence  appeared  the  prodigious 
lofs  to  the  revenue  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  to  the  trade 
and  manufaclures,  that  muG:  proceed  from  a continuance, 
2 confequent  increafe  of  the  dilirefles  of  Ireland.  Upon 
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the  whok,  it  was  afKcd,  whether  fuch  a country,  and  fuch 
benefits  as  were  derived  from  it,  were  to  be  wantonly  played 
witli,  and  committed  to  unnecefTary  danger  and  rifk  ? If  it 
admitted  of  a doubt,  whether  it  were  better  to  afford  a juft 
and  reafonable  indulgence,  or  to  hazard  the  lofs  of  a na- 
tion ? Whether  to  have  the  trade,  manufa<Slures  and  inha- 
bitants of  Ireland,  transferred  to  America,  or  rendered  a 
conftituent  part  of  the  Britifh  empire,  and  of  its  commoa 
flock  of  wealth,  ftrength  and  defence  ? And_whether  a 
whole  nation  fliould  be  facrificed  to  a fingle  town,  to  the 
nionopoly  of  a particular  dil>ri<ft,  or  to  the  ill  judged  cla- 
mours and  abfurd  prejudices  of  any  body  of  manufaflurers 
whatever  ? Gentlemen  were  requefted  to  profit  by  experi- 
ence, to  recollect  the  fmall  condefcenlion,  which  a few 
years  before,  would  have  prefervcd  and  gratified  all  the 
American  colonies. 

On  the  ether  fide,  it  was  alledged  that  the  diftreffes  of 
Ireland  were  not  ffo  great  as  had  been  reprefented  ; but 
fuppofing  the  ineiancholv  defeription  to  be  really  true,  it 
was  not  fo  much  to  be  attributed  to  the  trade-laws  in  Eng- 
land, as  to  the  mal-adminiftr^tion  here  ; to  faults  in  the 
internal  Conflitutiqn  of  our  Government,  and  to  general 
mifmanagement  in  the  conduct  of  our  affairs.  That  tbefe 
were  matters  which  fliould  be  enquired  into  and  redreffed, 
and  without  that  no  fubflantial  relief  could  be  afforded.  It 
was  faid,  -that  the  unhappy  confequences  of  the  American 
war  were  equally  felt  in  both  countries  \ that  Ireland  bore 
no  more  tb/an  her  fliare  of  the  calamity  j that  if  her  people 
were  famifliing,  the  manufacturers  in  England  were  alfo 
ftarving  *,  for  that  the  plenty  or  cheapnefs  of  provifions 
were  of  no  avail  to  thofe  who  wanted  the  means  to  procure 
them,  and  who  were  rendered  incapable  of  obtaining  the 
means,  through  the  general  lack  of  employment  -which  then 
prevailed.  That  in  this  ftate  of  common  diftrefs  whatever 
• ntight 
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Blight  be  the  fympathetic  feelings  of  Great  Britain  toward 
,this  country,  they  mufe  be  more  ftrongly  and  naturally  at- 
Iradled  by  fufferings  at  home  and  immediately  wkhin  view  : 
and  that  however  alarming  a rebellion  in  Ireland  might  be, 
it  could  not  be  fo  much  a matter  of  apprehenhon  as  one  ia 
England,  which  event  was  equally  probable,  if  any  addi- 
tion were  made  to  the  iufterings  and  grievances  which  the 
;nanufa(durers  there  endured,  by  a furrender  of  thofe  advan- 
.tages  in  trade,  which  they  conhdered  as  their  birth-right. 

Such  were  the  arguments  on  each  fide  of  this  queftion. — ■ 
The  firft  propofitions  held  out  in  favour  of  Ireland,  akko’ 
jiot  fpecifically  applied  or  moved  for,  vent  to  the  granting 
this  country  a general  exportation,,  in  all  matters,  except 
with  refpect-to  woollens  *,  the  eftablilhment  of  a . cotton  ma- 
nufactory under  that  right,  with  the  liberty  of  trading  to 
and  from  America,  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  coaft  of  Africa. 
J>ut  thefe  being  thought  on  the  other  fide,  too  general  and 
extenfive,  as  well  as  too  alarming  to  the  Britifli  manufac- 
turers, they  were  by  degrees  narrowed,  until  at  length  Lord 
who  conducSted  this  bufinefs  in  the  detail,  en- 
tered into  a kind  of  compromife,  to  give  up'  the  general 
cutline  of  relief,  and  to  confine  himfelf  to  fome  particular 
?ind  fpecific  propofition.  He  accordingly  in  March  1779, 
moved  that  the  Houfe  fiiould  (on  a given  day)  refolve  itlelf 
into  a committee  to  take  into  confideration  the  adls  of  Par- 
liament relating  to  the  importation  of  fugars  from,  the  Weft 
Indies  into  Ireland. 

The  object  of  -this  motion  was  to  repeal  that  claufe  in  the 
a£t  of  navigation,  by  which  all  fliips  laden  with  fugars  vvere 
<;ompelled  to  bring  their  cargoes  direftiy  to  England^  from 
whence  the  quantity  necefiary  for  Ireland  was  afterwards  to 
re-exported  to  it; 
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The  Britifh  Minifter  feemed  to  keep  himfelf  clear  of  this 
bufinefs,  and  the  queftion  was  fairly  debated  without  any 
other -appearance  of  party,  than  what  merely  arofe  from  the 
locality  of  reprefentalion  ; and  after  a full  difculhon,  was 
carried  by  a majority  of  47  to  42. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  clamour  without  doors  had  been 
much  fainter,  and  the  oppofition  from  the  manufacturing 
diftriCts  weaker  than  they  had  been  in  the  preceding  Sellion, 
and  even  than  had  been  nowexpeCted.  Glafgow  and  Man- 
chefter,  however,  petitioned ; and  fome  of  the  Minifter’s 
late  partizans  began  now  to  accufe  him  of  duplicity,  which 
they  charged  to  his  fyltem  of  neutrality.  This  clamour  and 
reproach  fuddenly  brought  him  to  a determination  ; and 
fetting  his  face  totally  againft  the  propofed  relief,  it  was  ac- 
cordingly rejected  upon  a clofe  diviiion  ; the  queition  for 
the  Speaker’s  quitting  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  Houfe 
might,  on  the  day  appointed,  refolve  itfelf  into  a committee, 
being  left  only  by  a majority  of  62  to  5 B. 

Other  attempts  were  made  in  the  Britifli  Parliailnent  on 
behalf  of  this  country,  but  they  proved  unfuccefsful  9 tho’ 
in  his  Majefty’s  gracious  fpeech  at  the  conclufion  of  the  Sef- 
iion  he  was  pleafed  to  declare  that  he  had  feen  with  entire 
approbation  the  zeal  which  Parliament  had  manifefeed  for 
the  fupport  of  the  jiid  and  neceflary  war  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  nor  was  he  lefs  fenlible  of  their  attention  to  the 
ffate  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. — My  paternal  afleClioa 
(faid  he)  for  all  my  people  makes  me  ilncerely  anxious  for 
the  liappinefs  and  prpfpcrity  of  every  part  of  my  dominions/! 

y/hilft  the  affairs  of  Ireland  were  thus  before  the  Britifli 
Parliament,  the  feelings  of  the  nation  were  fufpended  by  the 
hope  of  relief;  but  when  it  was  found,  that  the  Britifh' 
Minifter,  in  whom  they  had  confided,  had  deferted  their 
‘ ■’  ’ ‘ ' ' ' caufe, 
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caufc,  and  that  their  hopes  were  delufive,  the  difcontents 
of  the  people,  exafperaced  by  difappointment,  kindled  into 
a flame,  f Two  laws  had  pafled  the  Britifh  Parliament,  one 
' permitting  the  Irilh  to  plant  tobacco,  the  other  to  encou- 
rage the  culture  of  hemp.  But  thefe  were  received  with 
contempt,  as  they  could  be  confidered  only  as  a mockery  on 
the  Irifli  nation. 

'AlTociations  were  now  entered  into  againfl:  the  importa- 
tion of  Britifh  commodities,  and  for  the  encouragement  of 
Irifh  manufadtures.  At  an  AfTembly  held  at  the  Tholfel  of 
the  city  of  Dublin,  the  following  refolutions  were  agreed 
to,  viz.  : 

f*  Refolved,  that  the  unjuft,  illiberal,  and  impolitic  op- 
pofltion  given  by  many  felf-interefled  people  of  GrMf  Bri^ 
tain  to  the  propofed  encouragement  of  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  this  kingdom,  originated  in  avarice  and  ingrati- 
tude. 

“ Refolved,  that  we  will  not,  direflly  or  indireflly,  im- 
port or  ufe  any  goods  or  wares,  the  produce  or  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain,  which  can  be  produced  or  manufaflured 
in  this  kingdom,  ’till  an  enlightened  policy,  founded  on 
principles  of  juflice,  fhall  appear  to  adnate  the  inhabitants 
of  certain  manufacturing  towns  of  Great  Britain,  who  have 
taken  fo  adlive  a part  in  oppoflng  the  regulations  propofed 
in  favour  of  the  trade  of  Ireland;  and  till  they  appear  to 
entertain  fentiments  of  refpeft  and  afFeflion  for  their  fellow- 
fubjefts  of  this  kingdom.” 

Shortly  after,  at  an  aflizes  holden  at  Waterford,  the  Higi 
Sheriff,  Grand  Jury,  and  a number  of  the  moll;  refpecffable 
inhabitants  alTembled  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into  conflder- 

ation 
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atlon  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the  trade  and  manufactures,  and 
the  alarming  decline  in  the  value  of  the  ftaple  commodities 
of  this  kingdom  ; and  looking  upon  it  as  an  indifpenfable 
duty  that  they  owed  their  country  and  themfelves,  to  re- 
train by  every  means  in  their  power  thefe  growing  evils, 
they  came  to  and  llgned  the  following  refolutions  : • 

Refolved,  that  we,  our  families,  and  all  whom  we  can 
influence,  lliaVi  from  this  day,  wear*  and  make  ufe  of  the 
manufactures  of  this  country,  ai;»d  this  country  until 
luch  time  as  all  partial  reftridtions  on  our  trade,  impofed  by 
the  illiberal  and  contracted  policy  of  our  lifter  kingdom,  be 
removed  5 but  if  in  confequence  of  this  our  refolution,  the 
manufacturers  (whofe  intereft  we  have  naore  immediately 
under  confideration)  fliould  act  fraudulently,  or  combine  to 
impofe  upon  the  public,  we  fhall  hold  ourfelves  no  longer 
bound  to  countenance  and  fupport  them, 

Refolved,  that  we  will  not  deal  with  any  merchant  oi* 
fliopkeeper,  who  fliall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  deteCted 
in  impoftng  any  foreign  manufacture,  as  the  manufacture  of 
this  country/^ 

Refolutions  of  this  kind  now  became  general,  In  confe- 
quence  of  which  eftbrts,  the  manufactures  of  Ireland  began 
to  revive,  and  the  demand  for  Brluith  goods  in  a great  mea- 
fure  decreafed  ; a circuniftance  which  tended  to  produce  a 
dirpofltion  in  Great  Britain,  to  attend  to  the  complaints  of 
this  country,  dilFerent  indeed  from  that  which  Ireland  had 
hitherto  experienced. 

The  national  debt  of  Irel^id  in  1777,  amounted  to 
874,0861.  and  upwards.  This  debt  had  arifen  from  the  fol- 
lowing caufes  : the  expence  of  the  late  war,  the  heavy 
peace  eftablifnrneiit  in  the  year  1763,  the  increafe  of  that 
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cflabllfhment  in  the  year  1769,  the  fums  paid  from  1759, 
to  forces  out  of  the  kingdom,  the  great  increafe  of  penfions 
and  other  additional  charges  on  the  civil  eftablifhment, 
which,  however  conliderable,  bears  but  a fmall  proportion 
to  the  increafed  military  expences  ; the  falling  of  the  re- 
venue, and  the  fums  paid  for  bounties  and  public  works. — 
The  latter,  however,  do  not  feem  to  have  operated  to  in- 
creafe this  debt  in  fo  large  a degree  as  forae  perfons  have 
imagined,  for  though  the  amount  was  large,  yet  no  part  of 
the  money  was  fent  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  feveral  of  the 
grants  were  for  ufeful  purpofes,  fome  of  which  made  re- 
turns to  the  public  and  to  the  Treafury  exceeding  the 
amount  of  thofe  grants,  f 

When  thefe  faffs  are  conhdered,  no  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tained, but  that  the  fuppofed  wealth,  and  miftaken  eftimate 
of  the  ability  of  Ireland,  which  occafioned  her  being  called 
upon  to  bear  part  of  the  Britifh  burthen  during  the  war, 
had  led  to  her  real  poverty,  particularly  when  it  is  alfo 
known,  that  from  the  year  1751  to  1778,  the  fums  re- 
mitted by  Ireland  to  pay  troops  abroad,  amounted  to  the 
enormous  fum  of  1,401,925!.  19s.  4d. 

To  fhew  farther  the  abfolute  necellity  of  Great  Britain’s 
opening  to  Ireland  at  this  time  fome  new  means  of  acquir- 
ing, it  was  only  necelTary  to  view  the  annual  balance  of  ex- 
ports and  imports,  returned  from  the  entries  in  the  different 
Ciiftom'-houfes  Jn  favour  of  this  country,  on  all  her  trade 
with  the  whole  world,  in  every  year  from  176810  1778, 
and  compare  them  with  the  remittances  made  from  Ireland 
to  England  in  eacn  of  thofe  years.  The  balance  in  favour 
of  Ireland  on  her  general  trade  appears  by  thofe  returns  to 
have  been  in  1776,  606,190!.  iis.  od.  ; in  1777,  24,203!. 
3$.  icd.  ; in  1778,  386,384!.  5s.  7d. ; and  taken  at  a 
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medium  of  eleven  years  from  1768  to  1778,  both 
it  amounted  to  the  fum  of  605,083!.  7s.  5d.  The  lums 
remitted  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  for  rents,  intered  of 
money,  penfiocs,  falarles,  and  profits  of  ofiices,  amounted 
at  the  lowed:  computation  from  1768  to  1773,  to  ioo,oool. 
yearly  ; and  froni  1773,  when  the  Tontines  \vere  intrcduced, 
from  which  period  large  funis  were  borrowed  from  England, 
thofe  remittances  were  condderably  increafed,  and  in  1777, 
aniounted  to  no  lefs  than  between  twelve  and  thirteen 
fchoufand  pounds  yearly.  Ireland,  therefore,  at  this  period, 
paid  to  Great  Britain  double  the  fum  that  (he  colleffcd  from 
the  whole  world  in  all  the  trade  which  Great  Britain  allowed 
her.  It  would  be  dilncult  (fays  the  writer  laft  cited)  to  find 
a fimilar  inftance  in  the  hifiory  cf  mankind.  \' 

We  date  tliefe  circumdances  from  the  bed  authority,  to 
^hew  the  fituation  of  Ireland,  at  this  time,  when  fhe  began 
to  druggie  for  commercial  freedom. 

The  Parliament  of  Ireland  again  met  on  the  12th  of 
Oclober  1779. — The  Lord  Lieutenant  in  his  fpeech  took 
notice  of  the  general  date  cf  affairs,  in  the  follov/ing  words  : 

At  a time  when  the  trade  and  comrnerce  of  this  king- 
dom are  in  a more  particular  manner  the  objects  of  public 
attention,  it  were  to  he  wifhed  that  the  general  tranquillity, 
ever  defirable,  had  been  redored,  To  as  to  have  left  you  en- 
tirely at  leifure  to  deliberate  on  thofe  great  and  important 
fubje<fl:s  ; hut  I am  perfuaded  you  will  not  permit  any  in- 
tereds,  however  dear  to  you,  to  impede  your  efforts,  or 
didurb  your  unanimity  at  this  mod  important  period,  and 
I have  it  exprefsiy  in  command  from  his  Majedy  to  allure 
you,  that  the  cares  and  folicitudes  infeparabie  from  a date 
of  Lodilit;  have  not  prevented  him  from  turning  his  Royal 
mind  to  the  iatereds  and  didreiies  of  this  kingdom  with  the 
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moft  afFe^^ionate  concern,  of  which,  the  money  remitted  to 
this  country  for  its  defence,  when  England  had  every  reafon 
to  apprehend  a mofl:  formidable  and  ia^mediate  attack,  af- 
fords a convincing  proof.  Anxious  for  the  happinefs  of  his 
people,  his  Majedy  will  mofi:  chearfully  co-operate  with  his 
Parliaments  in  fuch  meafures  as  may  promote  the  common 
inrerefts  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  with  great  concern  I am  to  inform  you,  that  on 
account  of  the  extraordinary  decline  of  the  revenues,  the 
very  liberal  fupplies  of  the  laft  Seffion  have  proved  inade- 
quate to  the  exigencies  of  Government,  fo  that  contrary 
to  my  moft  fanguine  expe<5Iations  and  mcft  earneft  endea- 
vours, there  is  a confiderable  arrear  now  to  be  provided 
for.  ~ 

The  united  efForts  and  great  military'  preparations  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bou)  hon  feem  only  to  have  roufed  the  courage, 
and  called  forth  the  exertions  of  his  Majefty’s  brave  and 
loyal  fubjedls  of  this  kingdom  \ and  I have  only  to  lament 
that  the  exhaufted  date  of  the  Treafury  has  hitherto  put  it 
out  of  my  power  to  give  thofe  exertions  the  mod  extendve 
and  conditutioiial  operation,  by  carrying  the  militia  law  into 
execution.” 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  fo  deficient  was  the  revenue, 
and  fuch  the  exhauded  date  of  the  Treafury  in  May  1779, 
that  50,000!.  was  obliged  to  be  remitted  from  England  for 
the  lubfidence  of  the  army,  and  other  military  purpofes. 

Tills  and  the  former  year  had  been  productive  of  a great 
plenty  of  corn  ; but  the  manufaefurers  were  not  able  to  buv, 
and  many  thoufands  of  them  w’ere  (as  we  before  obferved) 
fiipported  by  charity— the  confeque^nce  was,  that  corn  fell 
to  fo  low  a price,  that  the  farmers,  in  many  places,  were 

unable 
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unable  to  pay  their  rents,  and  were  every  where  under  great 
difficulties,  f The  revenue  had  declined  in  the  two  years 
ending  at  Lady>day  1779,  220,0C9l.  from  the  produce 

of  the  two  preceding  years. 

France  had  now  refolved  to  unite  her  arms  to  thofe  of 
America,  which  Hill  rendered  the  fituation  of  this  country 
more  critical  and  precarious  : and  at  length  the  combined 
fleet  of  our  enemies  rode  triumphant  in  the  channel,  me- 
nacing the  kingdom  with  immediate  invaflon.  The  affright- 
ed maritime  towns  made  application  to  Government  for 
proteclicn,  part  of  the  eftablifhed  forces  of  the  nation 
l>avlng  been  called  away  to  fupport  the  war  in  America  •,  the 
Chief  Governor  was  obliged  to  confefs  himfelf  unable  to 
afford  any  effectual  affiftance  in  this  alarming  flate  of  urgent 
neccflity  : the  people  of  Ireland,  therefore,  refolved''  to  de- 
fend themfelves.  Volunteer  Corps  were  formed  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom  ; their  force  and  rerpe<Hability  faved 
the  country  from  ruin.  The  fleets  of  the  enemy,  alarmed 
at  our  military  preparations,  beheld  the  banners  of  defiance, 
and'  fled  with  precipitation  from  our  coafts.  Parliament 
bore  teftimony  to  the  fervices  and  loyalty  of  thefe  patriotic 
guardians  of  Ireland,  in  votes  of  thanks  to  the  leveral 
Volunteer  Corps,  their  fpirited  exertions  at  this  timey  fo 

neceJJ'ary  in  defence  of  this  country^ 

The  Parliament  began  now  ferioufly  to  confider  the  dif- 
treffes  of  the  nation,  and  the  necefnty  for  making  fome 
exertions  towards  the  emancipation  of  her  commerce  : and 
the  Houfc  of  Commons  declared  its  fenti  nents  on  that  fub- 
jcffl:  in  their  Addrel's  to  his  Majefty,  wherein  they  faid — 

We  beg  leave  humbly  to  reprefent  to  your  Majefty,  that 
it  is  not  by  temporary  expedientsy  but  by  ajree  trade  aloncy  that 

this 
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this  nation  is  now  to  be  faved  from  impending  ruin. — And 
from  your  Majefty’s  gracious  declaration,  a declaration  im- 
printed in  our  hearts  in  characters  of  indelible  gratitude," 
that  “ anxious  for  the  happinefs  of  all  your  people^  you  will 
tnof  chearfully  co-operate  with  your  Parliaments  in  fuch  rneafures 
as  may  promote  the  common  inter  ejls  of  all  your  fuhjeBSy'  we 
draw  the  happieft  prefages  in  favour  of  a meafure  effential 
to  the  exifence  .of  this  kingdom,  and  which  appears  to  us 
conducive  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain, 

Permit  us  to  alTure  your  Majedy,  that  we  have  every 
dlfpohlion  to  go  as  far  as  the  national  abilities  will,  in  mak- 
ing a provifion  for  the  honourable  fupport  of  your  Majefty’s 
Government  ; but  with  hearts  glowing  with  the  warmefl 
wiihes  for  the  profperity  and  glory  of  the  Brltifj  empire, 
and  full  of  zeal  againft  the  common  enemy,  we  have  the 
mortification  to  find  that  the  limited  date  of  our  trade  and 
commerce  mud,  by  narrowing  our  relburces,  fet  bounds 
to  our  liberality,  very  far  fhort  of  our  earne^^  inclinations.’^  '^ 

1 

As  this  may  be  confidered  the  commencement  of  thofe 
efforts,  which  procured  for  Ireland  a relaxation  of  com- 
mercial reftraints,  we  Ihall  give  a brief  datement  of  the  de- 
bates that  took  place  on  the  pafling  of  this  Addrefs. 

As  foon  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  fpeech  had  been  read 
(as  ufual)  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Sir  Robert  Deane 
arofe,  and  after  an  exordium,  lavidi  in  its  encomiums  on 
the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  Adminidration,  and  the  good  difpo- 
fitions  of  his  Majedy  and  the  Britifh'  Minidry  tow^ard  this 
kingdom,  moved  for  an  Addrefs  to  the  Throne,  expreding 
in  the  warmed  terms  the  grateful  feafe  the  Houfe  entertain- 
ed 
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cd  of  the  above  difpodtions,  and,  in  the  ufual  language  of 
thefe  addreiTes,  echoing  the  fpeech.  He  was  feconded  by 

Mr.  R.  H.  Hutchinfon,  who  faid  this  was  a great,  criti- 
cal, and  important  period,  in  which  the  declarations  of  the 
King,  the  beft  of  Princes,  and  the  Britifh  Lsgillature,  left 
tis  no  room  to  doubt  but  every  good  was  dehgned  for  Ire- 
land j that  his  Majefty's  fpeech  in  the  Britilh  Home,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  laft  Seilion,  was  the  harbinger  of  good  tiding.? 
and  great  events,  which  was  this  day  confirmed  in  the  Lord 
Lieutenant’s  fpeech,  who  fays  he  has  it  in  command  to  de- 
ciare  his  wifh  to  co-operate  in  fuch  meafures  as  may  befii 
promote  our  interefts,  interefts  which,  in  the  hands  of  the 
prefent  Adminiftration,  inufi:  be  well  managed,  as  their  de- 
figns  are  pure  5 that  under  fuch  an  Adminifliration  the  ge- 
neral benefit  of  the  empire  would  be  attended  to,  above  all 
partial  and  felfifh  confiderations  j and  the  veil  of  calumny, 
which  fo  long  traduced  them,  would  difappear,  and  the 
faiStious  calumniators,  touched  with  truth,  as  with  the  fpear 
of  Ithuriel,  would  ftart  into  fhape.  What  thanks  were  due 
to  our  Chief  Governor,  who  fo  refpeclfully  mentions  the 
focieties  of  armed  patriots  throughout  the  kingdom  ? What 
muff  our  opinion  be  of  a Chief  Governor  who  fpeaks  fo 
honourably  of  that  great  bulwark  of  conftitutiqpal  liberty, 
a national  militia  ? though  our  difirefies  are  great,  from 
them  profperous  days  may  fpring,  like  that  fair  flower  the 
fabling  poets  tell  of,  which  fprung  from  a hero’s  blood. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  the  fpeech  contained  nothing  explicit, 
nothing  fatisfaclory  •,  it  meant  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
people  without  any  declaration  whatever.  After  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  been  addrefiTed  by  his  Irifh  fubjc^s  for  a free  ex- 
port trade,  did  fuch  addrefies  require  noanfwer  ? Were  the 
people  of  Ireland  undeferving  the  notice  of  the  Britifh  Mi- 
nlfiers  ? Was  there  no  refpedt  for  the  interefts  of  thefe  king- 
' doras 
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doms  among  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  on  this  fide  of  the 
water  ? Were  not  thefe  fervants  of  the  Crown  alfo  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  ? Why  not  then  fpeak  out  ? Are 
our  diftrefies  of  fo  private  a nature  that  they  mml:  not  be 
mentioned  ? [Here  he  gave  an  eloquent  and  pathetic  pi(Sture 
of  the  miferable  condition  of  this  kingdom.]  It  is  plain  we 
have  nothing  tp  expefl,  fince  applications  from  the  people, 
backed  with  the  fame  from  the  officers  of  the  Crown,  are  not 
attended  to.  Ireland,  then,  has  nothing  to  depend  upon 
but  her  fpirit ; no  redrefs  of  grievances,  no  extenfion  of 
trade,  but  from  the  efforts  of  her  people  ! and  will  it  be  po- 
litic, will  it  be  fafe,  here  or  elfewhere,  to  oppofe  thefe  ef- 
forts ? Why  does  not  our  addrefs  alfo  fpeak  out  ? Why 
have  we  lefs  fpirit  than  the  people  ? Shall  the  Commons  of 
Ireland  ffiew  lefs  fpirit  than  the  moft  inlignificant  Corpora- 
tion ? Are  we  fo  fallen,  fo  defpicable,  as  to  be  more  afraid 
of  England's  cenfure,  than  of  the  cries  of  our  ftarving  ma- 
il ufafturers  ? 

The  diftrefies  of  this  kingdom  are  two-fold,  the  beggary 
of  the  people,  and  the  bankruptcy  of  the  State.  The  firll 
he  would  not  alk  thecommiffioners  of  the  revenue  to  prove, 
but  he  would  alk  them  upon  oath,  wdiether  the  reftrifbons 
on  our  trade  were  not  the  caufe  ? Whether  the  prohibitions 
laid  on  by  England  againft  the  exports  of  woollen  cloths 
did  not  occafion  it  ? Whether  there  were  not  too  many  in- 
habitants in  this  kingdom,  though  not  half  peopled  ; whe- 
ther to  thofe  inhabitants  was  the  American  continent  ftifl 
open,  would  they  not  have  emigrated  thither  rather  than 
pine  in  their  native  land,  the  viefims  of  Engliffi  tyranny 
rather  than  Ifarvein  it  by  an  Englilliadl:  of  parliament  ? And 
lafliy,  was  there  one  rich  mercaant  in  the  kingdom  ? This 
kingdom,  (he  continued;  riuned  by  a balance  of  trade 
agaitift  her  for  fo  many  ye?rs,  and  the  drain  of  abfentees, 
owes  its  prefeut  exiftence  to  airotiacions ; it  is  but  a tem- 
VoL.  L M porar^ 
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porary  expedient,  and  fomething-  more  effectual  mufl:  bd 
done. 

As  to  the  bankruptcies  of  the  State,  they  are  the  cohfe- 
quence  of  a fyftem  of  boundlefs  prodigality,  profligacy,  and 
'violence  ; a boimalefs  prodigality,  while  our  means  were 
limited  ; a profligacy  and  violence  uniformly  maintained.—- 
One  in  fiance  will  fufhee,  where  the  late  Attorney  General 
obliged  the  merchants  of  Cork  to  fign  an  illegal  bond,  as  a 
collateral  fecurity  to  an  illegal  oath.  ' The  peace  eflabliih’- 
ment  of  this  poor  country  amounts  to  one-flxth  of  that  of 
England  ; what  proportion  is  there  in  our  means  ? What 
is  this  eftablifhment  ? infamous  penfions  to  infamous  men  I 
fhere  he  launched  into  fome  perfcnalities]  and  will  thofe 
men,  whom  w^e  pay,  vote  againft  an  extenflon  of  our  trade  ? 
vote  againfl  the  means  of  fupporting  them  f To  vVhat  pafs 
have  thele  profligate  Adminiflrations  reduced  this  kingdom  ? 
to  be  infulted-  with  our  poverty  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
Throne  j to  be  told  of  our  beggary  ; that  the  officers  of 
the  Crown  here  have  begged  50,000!.  from  England,  or  the 
troops  could  not  have  marched  into  camp  ; when  it  is’ 
knowm,  that  it  is  this  profligacy  that  has  unnerved  the  arnt 
of  Government,  and  made  the  fword  of  defence  fail  in  its 
hand. 

He  then  moved  an  arnendmen't  to  the  Addrefs,  to  be  in- 
ferted  in  the  following  words  : 

That  we  befeech  your  Majefty  to  believe,  that  it  is 
with  the  utmofl  reluctance  we  are  conflrained  to  approach 
you- on  the  prefent  occaflon  j but  the  conflant  drain  to  fup- 
ply  abfentees,  and  the  unfortunate  prohibition  of  our  trade, 
have  caiifed  fuch  calamity,  that  the  natural  fupport  of  our 
country  has  decayed,  and  our  ihanufadlurers  are  dying  foi" 
want.  Famine  ftalkshand  in  hand  v/ith  hopelefs  wretched- 

- nefs, 
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iiefs;  and  tKe  only  means  left  to  fupport  the  expiring  trad^ 
of  this  miferaSle  part  of  your  Majefty’’s  dominions,  is  to 
open  a free  export  trade,  ,afid  let  your  Irilh  fubjefts  enjoy 
their  natural  birth-right.”  Lord  Weftport  feconded  Mri 
Grattan’s  motion  for  the  amendment*  Mr.  Flood  confider- 
ed  the  Addfefs  as  inetpllcft. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendirfi  declared  he  t^ould  vote  againft  the 
amendment,  apprehending  that  this  bufinefs  would  be  bet- 
ter efFedled  by  opening  a tommittee  on  purpofe,  or  rather 
following  a precedent  in  the  year  1661,  when  the  Lords  and 
Commons  of  Ireland  appointed  comrhiflloners  to  attend  tlie 
King,  to  fuppUcate  the  redfefs  of  grievances. 

Mr.  Ogle,  in  a ftrain  of  honeft  indignation,  reprobated 
the  idea'  of  entering  into  a committee  ori  the  fubjeft  of  ouh 
grievances  ; he  v/as  fick,-  he  faid,  of  the  mode  of'trifling 
with  the  nation  in  order  to  gain  time  ; that  the  gholl  of  the 
committee  on  the  embargo*  haunted  him  every  time  he  heard 
a committee  mentioned  % and  laftly,  if  we  did  not  ^ mention 
fomething  in  the  Addrefs,  the  Miniftry  might  again  ihelter 
themfclfes  under  the  old  excufe,  “ That  truly  they  did  not 
“ know  what  the  Irilh  wanted,  as  their  Parliament  was 
“ filent  on  the  head,”  and  fo  go  on  with  the  old  fyftem  of. 
duplicity.' 

Sir  Edward  Newenham,  in  a fpirlted  and  Warmly  decided 
ftrain,  conjured  the  Houfe,  by  all  they  held  dear,  to  re-' 
alTume  theif  wonted  dignity  and  power,  the  early  claims  to 
which  he  happily  and  unanfwerably  traced  5 charged  the 
Britifh  Miniftry  with  contempt  and  negle£I  to  the  nation,' 
and  called  on  their  warmeft  advocate  to  deny  the  aiferrion  t 
faid  he  perfefily  agreed  with  Mr.  Flood,  that  tne  Addrefs 
did  not  go  far  enough,  and  that  bethought  the  original  Ad^- 
drefs  a fervile  echo  to  the  fpeech. 

M2  ■ The 

- 1!.  ■ 

The  embargo  laid  oa  in  1776,  continued  ’till  the  4ih  ot  Jan.  1779^ 
when  it  was  taken  off  fo  far  as  it  related  lo''fiiip8  carrying  proYifione  auV 
of  the  ports  of  Europe, 
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The  Proved  drew  a mod  pathetic  piedure  of  the  melan- 
choly fituaticn  of  his  native  country,  declaring,  on  this  quef- 
tion,  that  no  Adminidration  ’ (hould  bias  him  from  the 
\velfare  of  his -country. 

The  Attorney  General  delivered  a dudied  eulogiiim  on 
the  fendbiitty  of  the  King,  and  the  humanity  of  his  Minidero 

The  debate  now  took  a new  turn  j'feveral  of  the  Minif- 
terial  Party  declared,  that  though  they  thought  this  budnefs' 
might  have  come  more  properly  otherwife,  yet,  that  there’ 
rriight  be  an  unanimity,  they  would  not  oppofe  the  amend- 
ment. ' _ . - 

Hon.. Henry  Flood  declared  for  the  amendment,  and  en- 
tered largely  into  a juft  ideation  of  his  political  conduct, 
which,  he  faici,  had  unfortunately  been  much  mifrepre- 
fented  j that  the  office  he  held  was  the  unfolicited  gift  of 
his  Sovereign,  which  he  had  received  with  gratitude,  and 
held  with  honour ; that  when  a time  came  that  he  could  no 
longer  do  it,  he  would-  gladly  throw  the  bracelet  into  the 
common  cauldron* 

Bilr.  Prime  Serjeant,  after  expatiating  on  the  neceffity  of 
immediately  layingj  in  an  unequivocal  manner,  the  date  of 
our  didrefTes  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  moved  in  lieu  of  the 
amendment  propofed,  ‘‘  That  it  is  not  by  temporary  expe-^ 

dientSy  -but  by  a Free'Trade  dlonty  that  this  nation  is  now  to- 

he  Javed from  impending  ruind'* 

The  Amendment  was  carried  nem.  con,  as  was  alfo-  the 
Addrefs  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

The  public  mind  was  now  engaged  on  the  fubjecfl  of  a 
free  trade  *,  and  fo  anxious  were  the  populace,  who  are 
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^feldom  dire^led  by  prudence,  that  a mob  afTembled  abont 
the  Parliament-houfe,  attempted  to  compel  feveral  of  its 
Members  to  fvvear  they  would  fupport  that  meafure,  and  in 
their  progrefs  committed  many  adfs  of  outrage,  threaten- 
ing the  deftrudtion  of  ;iueh  as  fhould  oppofe  it. 

The  friends  of  Ireland  in  the  Britijh  Parliament  were  not 
at  this  time  inattentive  to  her  intered  : a -vote  of  cenfure 
.upon  the  Minifters  for  their  condu£i  and  negledl  with  re- 
;{jpe£l:  to  the  affairs  of  this  country,  was  there  moved  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  by  the  Earl  of  Upper  Oilbry,  nnd 
feconded  by  Lord  Middleton.  The  defence  of  Adminiftra- 
-tion  in  England  was  on  this  occaficn  ably  conduced.  It 
was  contended  that  the  diftreffes  and  miferies  of  Ireland, 
could  not  with  judice  be  attributed  4:o  the  prefent  or  any 
late  Minifters  j that  her  grievances  originated  many  years 
before  in  the  general. fyftern  of  trade>lavvs  ; that  the  reftrlc- 
tions  .then  laid  on  arofe  from  2 narrow,  ihort-fighted 
policy,  which  though  conceived  in  prejudice,  and  founded 
on  ignorance,  was  yet  fo  ftrengthened  by  time,  and  con- 
,|irmed  by  the  habits  of  a century,  that  it  Teemed  at  length 
wrought  into  and  become  even  a part  of  the  Conftitutlon. — 
That  the  prejudices  on  that  ground  were  fo  ftrong,  both 
within  the  Houfe  and  without,  that  the  attempts  made  in 
two  preceding  Seflions,  only  to  obtain  a moderate  relaxation 
of  the  reftriclions  with  which  Ireland  was  bound,  met  with 
.the  moft  determined  oppofition  : 'the  few  who  undertook 
that  talk,  found  themfelves  obliged  to  encounter  prejudice 
without,  petitions  and  counfel  at  the  bar,  and  to  be  at  laft 
overborne  .by  numbers  within  the  Houle.  Thus  Minifters 
were  fully  exculpated  from  the  charge  that  was  brought 
againft  them : and  It  was  demonftrable  that  they  had  no 
fhare  whatever  in  drawing  on  the  calamities  of  Ireland  ; and 
it  was  as  clearly  evident,  that  it  was  not  in  their'  power  to 
^lave  afforded  that  timely  redrefs  to  her  grievances,  a fup- 
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pofed  or  imputed  negle^ffc  in  which  had  been  made  the 
ground  of  fo  much  ingenious,  but  unfounded,  and  there- 
fore unjuft  invcdfive.  It  was  farther  alledged,  that  it  would 
have  been  highly  unfitting,  and  might  have  been  attended 
with  obvious  ill  confequences,  for  the  Britifli  ParliameBt  to 
have  at  all  entered  upon  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  until  they 
were  properly  informed,  what  the  na^iure  of  her  wants,  and 
the  extent  of  her  demands  were  ; as  it  was  from  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  only,  that  any  true  judgment  could  be  formed, 
as  to  the  meafure  of  relief  which  it  would  be  fitting  to  afford 
to  that  country.  That  now having  convened  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  firjly  its  fentiments  were  properly  brought 
forward,  and  came  fairly  within  the  cognizance  of  the  Bri- 
tifli Legiflature  5 and  all  they  had  now  to'"  confider  was, 
how. far  it  would  be  ad vifeable  to  comply  with  the  requefts 
made  by  Ireland  j and  with  what  terms  and  conditions  it 
might  be  thought  proper  to  charge  the  favours  granted.— 
That  the  prefent  Minifters  inftead  -of  'being  inimical  to  Ire- 
land or  inattentive  to  her  intcrefts,  had  been  her  beft  and 
warmeft  friends.*  That  they  had  dene  more  for  her  than 
all  their  predeceffors,  during  a century  paft.  That  not  oqly 
the  nation  at  large,  but  Parliament,  were  ’till  then,  adverfe 
to  granting  any, concelliohs  toTreland,  which  could  afford 
her  either  content  or  redrefs  : and  confequciitly  if  any  blame 
was  due  for  not  affording  more  e^rly  relief  to'  Ireland,'  it 
was  imputable  only  to  the  prejudices  and  ternper  of  the 
people  and  Parliament  of  England,  and  not  by  any  means  to 
the  Minifters,  who,-  as  they  had  no  ftiare  in  the  caufes  of 
her  diftreffes,  were  equally  guiltlefs  as  to  their  fontinuance. 

Thefe  arguments  were  oppofed  by  the  fuppqrters  of  the 
motion,  who  reprobated  in  terms*  of  high  indignation  the 
imputation  of  prejudice  laid  to  that  Houfe,  by  which  Minif- 
ters (they  faid.)  according  to  their  eftablifhed,  but  daring 
praiftice,  attempted  to  father  all  their  blunders  and  miftie- 
t s ...  ..  . • meanors 
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tnranors  on  Parliament.  They  laughed  at  the  pretended 
weakness  and  inefficiency  with,  refpedl  to  the  tranfaclions  of 
theHoufe,  which  MiniRers  then  affe£lcd,  in  order  thereby 
to  fhield  their  own  negleiSt  with  refpe6l  to  Ireland.  They 
however  abfaliitely  denied  that  the  Miniiter  had  been  pa f- 
iive,  neiitralj  or  inefficacious  as  to  the  affairs  of  this  coun- 
try j and  on  the  contrary,  charged  him  with  having  taken 
a \:ery  active  part  in  the  bulinefs  during  the  preceding  Sef- 
iion.  For  a bill  iiaving  been  brought  in  to  afford  relief  to 
Ireland  by  admitting  the  direct  importation  of  fugars  to  her 
own  confumption,  and  he  having  (as  they  faid)  for  fome 
time  fuffered  .things  to  .take  their  natural  courfe  in  that 
Houfe,  the  bill  was  accordingly  cooly  and  deliberately  can- 
vaffed  and  debated  in  aff  its  parts  •,  and  by  the  ftrength  of 
its  own  intriniic  merit,  worked  its  way  through  repeated 
divifions,  until  it  had  nearly  arrived  at  the  laft  ffage  of  its 
progrefs.  But  at  that  inaufpicious  moment,  the  hlinifter 
having  by  fome  means  been  roufed  from  his  flumber,  moff 
unhappily  reaffumed  his  adivity  ; and  departing  at  once 
from  that  neutrality  which  he  had  hitherto  profeffed,  came 
down  with  all  the  power,  and  furrounded  with  all  the  in- 
ftruments  of  office,  in  order  to  defeat  the  meaffire,  and  ac- 
cordingly fucceeded  in  throwing  out  the  bill.  That  -when 
the  people  of  Ireland  faw  that  the  Miniffer  had  thus  openly 
fet  his  face  directly  againft  them,  and  found  after  that  every 
effort  in  their  favour  was  rendered  abortive  by  his  influence 
or  management,  until  they  fiw  thcmfelves  at  length  totallv 
abandoned  by  the  riling  of  the  Britilh  Parliament  ; it  \7as 
no  wonder 'that  they  fliould  become  defperate,  and  that 
.they  fliculd  feek  in  themfelves  for  the  means  of  that  redrefs, 
which  they  found  denied  both  to  favour  and  to  juftice, 

Miniffers,  they  faid,  boaffed  that  the  diffreffes  of  /?r- 
Inrid  had  not  originated  with  them.  It  could  be  readily  ad- 
mitted, that  {he  was  not  without  grievances  previous  to  the 
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fatal  period  of  their  Adminiftration  ; but  her  immediate  ca- 
lamities rprung  principally  from  the  fame  grand  fource  of 
all  our  general  evils  and  dangers,  from  the  American  war. 
By  that,  Ireland,  like  England,  loft  a valuable  part  of  her 
commerce,  with  lefs  ability  to  fupport  the  lofs  ; and  the  cor- 
rupt expences  of  a feeble  Government  increafed,  as  all  the 
means  of  fupplying  them  diminifhed. 

In  this  fevere  manner  was  the  Minifter’s  defence  treated 
by  his  opponents ; but  no  part  was  handled  with  more 
fpirit,  than  the  plea  for  not  affording  timely  relief  to  Ire- 
land, becaufe  the  Parliament  of  that  country  was  not  then 
fitting.  The  debates  on  this  occafion  were  long,  various 
and  interefting  ; but  the  queftion  being  at  laft  put,  at  a very 
late  hour,  the  motion  was  rejecfted  upon  a divifion,  by  a ma- 
jority of  173  to  TOO. 

The  Parliament  of  Ireland  now  ufed  every  poffible  exer- 
tions in  behalf  of  this  country  : The  Houfe  of  Commons, 
with  a view  of  obtaining  an  enlargement  of  our  commerce', 
prudently  and  fpiritedly  refolved  to  grant  the  fu pply  only 
for  a fhort  period,  and  accordingly  agreed  to  a fix  mmtUs 
money  bill,  which  was  tranfmitred  to  England,  where,  how- 
ever mortifying  to  the  Minifter,  it  paffed  alfo.  The  Houfe 
iikewife  refolved  nnanlmonfyy  That  the  exportation  from 
this  kingdom  of  its  woollen  and  other  manufactures  to  all 
foreign  places  would  materially  tend  to  relieve  its  diftreffhs, 
encreafe  its  wealth,  promote  its  profperity,  and  thereby  ad- 
vance the  welfare  of  Great  Britain^  and  the  cornmon 
firength,  wealth  and  commerce  of  thQ  Britifli  empire. 

' r ■ 

“ That  a liberty  for  this  kingdom  to  trade  with  the  Brl- 
tiih  coloriies  in  America  and  the  Wef  Indies y and  the  Britifli 
fettlements  on  the  coaft  of'  Africay  in  like  manner  as  trade 
is  carried  on  between  Great  Britairt  and  the  faid  colonies  and 
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fettlements,  would  be  produ£l:lve  of  very  great  commercial 
benefits,  would  be  a moft  afFe^lionate  mark  of  the  regard 
und  attention  of  Great  Britain  to  our  dilfrefTes.  and  would 
give  new  vigour  to  the  zeal  of  his  Majefty’s,  brave  and  loyal 
people  of  Irelandy  to  ftand  forward  in  fupport  of  his  Ma- 
jefty^s  Perfon  and  Government,  and  the  intefefi:,  the  honour 
and  the  dignity  of  the  Britiflj  empire/’  * 

During  this  Sefiion  it  was,  that  the  expedient  of  a LoU 
tery  to  aid  the  raifing  of  the  loan  was  reforted  to  for  thefirft 
time  in  Ireland.  Two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  beln^ 
wanted,  a Lottery  confiding  of  42,000  tickets  was  propofed, 
40,000  of  thofe  were  paid  for  at  5I.  each,  and  one  ticket 
given  as  a douceur,  to  every  fubfcriber  for  twenty  : Deben- 
tures bearing  intereft  at  4I.  percent,  for  2io,oool.  were 
. ordered  to  be  made  out  for  the  payment  of  the  prizes ; and 
it  being  necefiary  to  borrow '140,000!.  more,  Treafury  Bills 
for  the  firfi:  time  were  ordered  to  be  iffued,  at  an  interefi:  of 
three  pence  per  day  for  each  lool.  ‘being  4I.' i is,  3d.  per 
cent,  per  annum.  ' • - ^ 

We  return  now  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Britifli  Parlia- 
ment. The  Minifter  now  thought  it  expedient  to  yield  in 
feme  meafure  to  the  claims  of 'Ireland  : he,  therefore,  on 
the  13th  of  December  1779,  opened  his  propofitions  for 
affording  relief  to  this  kingdom.  They  were  three  in  num- 
ber, and  went  to  the  following  artrcMs  : To  the  repeal  of 
thofe  laws  vvhich  prohibited  the  exportation  of  Irifii  manu- 
factures, made  cf  or  mixed  with'  wooll,  and  wooil  flocks 
from  Ireland  to  any  part  of  Europe.  That  to  much  of  die 
act  of  19  Geo.  2d.  as  prohibited  the  importation  of  gials  into 
Ireland,  except  of  Britifh  manufacture,  or  to  expert  glafs 
from  that  kingdom,  be  repealed.  And,  that  Irtdand  ’ be 
'■  ■■  ' - ‘ fufiered 
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fufFered  to  carry  op  a trade  of  export  and  import^  to  and 
from  the  Britifli  Colonies  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  her  fettlements  on  the  coafts  of  Africa,  fubjedl  to  fuch 
limitations,  regulations  and^reftritlions  as  the  Parliament  of 
^ Ireland  fhould  impofe. 

The  Minifter  ftated  in  a fpeech  of  confiderable  Icngtf*, 
and  with  equal  ability  and  knowledge  of  the  fubje<ft,  the 
proprie,ty  and  juftice,  as  well  as  the  neceflity,  of  affording 
relief  to  Ireland.;  and  entered  fully  into  her  claims,  as  well ' 
withrefped  to  her  natural  and  inherent  rights,  as  to  thofe 
arifing  from  her  particular  connexion  with  Great  Britain.— 
He  likewife  expatiated  largely  on  the  mutual  and  refpe^live 
intereft  of  both  countries  ; and  very  happily  colledled  into 
one  point  of  view,  almoft  all  thofe  queftions  of  commerce 
.and  policy,  that  had  he.en  before  agitated  on  tliis  fubjedl. 

Such  was  the  happy  temper  now  prevailing,  that  thefe 
refolutions  w^ere  agreed  to  without  oppofttion  : fo  efficacious 
a medicine  was  2!  fix  montFs  money  bill  to  remove  prejudicp 
and  difeontent  ! 

Bills  founded  on  th,e  two  firft  propofitions  were  accord- 
ingly  brought  in,  pafled  both  Houfes  with  the  utmoft  facility, 
and  received  the  Royal  Affent  before  the  recefs.  The  third 
being  more  complete  in  its  nature,  requiring  a variety  of 
enquiry,  apd  being  fubjedl  to  feveral  limitations  and  .condi- 
tions, was  fuffered  to  lie  over  during  the  enfuing  holidays 
m its  ftate  of  an  open  propofition  ; not  only  to  afford  time 
for  conftderation  in  England,  but  for  acquiring  a knowledge 
of  the  effecl  v/hich  the  meafure  would  produce  in  this 

kingdom. 

/ 

i 

T^he  Commons  of  Ireland  proceeded  to  take  Into  confi- 
deration  the  regulations  neceffary  for  o.ur  commerce,  and  to 
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complete  that  fyRem  which  was  now  offered  for  our  relief. 
The  Ipirits  of  the  people  were  highly  elated  : and  upon  thj^s 
jextenfion  of  the  cblcjnial  trade,  it  was  prefumed  we  fhould 
become  a wealthy  and  profperous  nation, 'having  received 
fuch  a' generous  boon  from  the  gracious  benovolence  of  our 
fifter  kingdom.  ‘ . 

The  fupplies  were  now  granted  for  a year  and  an  half 
farther,  and  266,006!.  ordered'  to  be'  raifed  by  Treafury 
Bills,  bearing  an  intereft  as  before,  or  by  Lottery,  as  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  fhould  diredf.  ’ ’ 

On  prcfenting  the  Money  Bills  this  Seflion,  the  speaker, 
with  his  ufual  ability  and  good  fcnfe,  madp  the  foUowirjg 
fpeech  : . . . « , 

May  it  pleafe  your  'E:^celkncy^ 

During  the  viciffitudes  of  a foreign  and  ftill  more  dan« 
gerous  civil  war,  which  has  wafted  a great  part  of  the  Bri- 
tifti  empire^  it'  has  been  the  peculiar  felicity  of  this  nation 
to  preferve  the  public  tranquillity  ; and  though  loiig  de- 
preffed  by  the  narrow  policy  of  former  times,  ftill  to  retain 
fuch  vigour,  and  at  the  fame  time  fuch  temper  and  caution, 
as  animated  it  to  claim,  with  honeft  confidence,  its  rights  ; 
and  yet  reftrained  it  from  tranfgrefting  the  bounds  of  its 
duty,  or  hazarding  the  lofs  of  that  iheftimablc  blefting,  tW 
JBnt/j^j 'Cbhflitunon.  To  this  ftate  ’ of  union  and  modera- 
tion, unexampled  in  any  age  or  in  any  country,  under  limilar 
circumftances  ; to  your  Excellency's  judicious  cohdudl  and 
faithful  reprefentations  ; ' to  his  ‘Majefty’s  benevolent'  difpb- 
fition  and  tender  concern  for  the  fufferlngs  of  his  people  ; 
to  the  wifdom  of  his  Minifter,  however  queftioned  in  fom^ 
inftances,  in  this  acknowledged  by  all ; toTiIsTefolution  and 
conftancy  in  combating  eftabliftied  habits  and  rooted  preju- 
dices j and  tp  the  juftice  and  generofity  of  the  Britijh  na- 
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tion,  mu^  be  afcribed  the  happy  rehoration  of  that  equita- 
ble fyftein  of  equality  in  commerce,  which  has  filenced 
(I  truft  for  ever)  thofe  pernicious  fufpicions  and  jealoufics, 
which  lately  threatened  the  peace  of  both  kingdoms.  But 
whatever  advantages  this  change  in  our  condition  may  pro- 
mife,  it  will  avail  us  litttle  if  it  infpires  falfe  hope?  and  vain 
expe6lations  of  fudden  afiiuence  *,  the  future  profperity  of 
this  kingdom  will  depend  upon  our  induftry  and  oeconomv, 
public  as  well  as  private,  the  effefls  of  which,  though  certain 
and  permanent,  are  ever  gradual  and  flow  ; and  unlefs  our 
expences  are  regulated  by  our  acquifitions,  difappointment 
will  be  our  portion,  and  pover:ty  and  diftrefs  muft  be  the 
confequence  of  our  condu£l.  Nqtwithftanding  thefe  con- 
. ^derations,  and  the  reduced  ftate  of  this  kingdom,  the 
Commons  have  granted  to  his  Majefty  much  larger  fupplies 
than  in  any  former  Seflion  ; they  have  borrowed  a fum  of 
6io,oool.  to  dilcharge  the  arrear  of , the  effablifhment  ; and 
211  order  to  provide  againft  any  future  deficiency,  they  have 
made  an  addition  to  the  revenue,  eftimated  at  above 
150,000!.  a-year.  Nor  have  they  been  lefs  attentive  to  the 
intereft  of  the  people,  than  to  the  honour  of  tlie  Crown.- — 
,The  public  good  has  been  the  obje^J  to  which  all  their  ef- 
forts have  been  directed  ; and  their  conduct  throughout  the 
whole  courfe  of  this  Seflion,  has  alike  entitled  them  to  the 
confidence  of  their  Sovereign  and  of  their  Conftltuents,  and 
will  leave  to  all  future  Parliaments  a memorable  and  in- 
ftrudive  example  of  fortitude,  moderation  and  wifdom.’-^ 

If  Great  Britain  condefeended  in  the  proceedings  we  have 
ftated  to  open  fome  advantages  to  Irifh  commerce,  (he  did 
not  however  forget  to  exercife  her  power  of  violating  our 
conditutional  rights.  A bill  for  punifhing  mutiny  and  de- 
fertion  in  the  army  for  a limited  time  pafled  the  Parliament 
of  this  country,  v/as  tranfmitted  as  ufual,  and  returned  with 
a material  alteration  from  the  EngllQi  Privy  Council — being 
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jnriade  perpetual.  With  refpeft  to  our  trading  fyftem,  an 
alteration  v/as  alfo  made  in  another  bill  tranfmltted,  rerpeci- 
ing  the  article  of  fugars. 

Whether  the  regulations  at  this  time  formed  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  concerning  <our  trade,  and  the  equaliza- 
tion of  duties  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  were 
as  beneficial  and  exteniive  for  us  as  they  might  have  been, 
or  as  the  people  of  Ireland  had  a rigltt  to  claim  or  expe<rr, 
we  Hiall  not  determine  : certain  it  is,  they  were  not  generally 
approved  of,  and  the  condudl  of  the  Privy  Council  in  Eng- 
land, by  the  alteration  of  the  bills  before  mentioned,  ‘caufed 
much  difeontent  and  complaint. 

The  Borough  of  Newry^  therefore,  prefented  a petition 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ftating  that  the  petitioners  had 
heard  with  deep  concern  of  alterations  then  faid  to  have 
been  made  in  the  bill  for  laying  a duty  of  twelve  Ihiilings 
per  cwt.on  imported  refined  fugars,  and  allb  in  the  bill  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  army  ; that  the  duty  of  twelve 
fhillings  appeared  to  be  the  lowed  that  could  pofiibly  be  ad- 
mitted, with  the  appearance  of  jufiice  to  this  country  ; and 
that  a perpetual  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  army,  or  of  any 
other  duration  than  from  Sefiion  to'  Seflion,  was  a daring 
attack  on  the  Conftitution  of  both  countries.  That  peti- 
tioners humbly  prayed  that,  by  an  equal  difti  ibution  of  juB 
tice,  the  mutual  cordiality  between  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land might  be  enfured,  and  the  necefircy  for  this  country  to 
relblve  to  confume  her  own  manufactures  only,  might  be 
removed  ; and  that  a Parliamentary  Army  might  be  main- 
tained in  Ireland^  regulated  upon  principles  fuch  as  Great 
Britain  could  approve  of,  and  Ireland  fubmit  to. 

Other  petitions  were  alfo  prefented  to  the  like  purport. 


On 


i2i  Collectanea  jg>oi(tttca.’ 

On  tlie  i6th  of  Auguft  1780,  the  Hoiife  of  Commons  rc- 
foived  itfelf  into  a grand  committee  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  altered  mutiny  bill.  It  was  ContejidM  in  fuppOrt  of 
this  meafure,  that  if  Parliament  had  an' intention  to  preferve 
the  peace  of  this  couhtry,  they  muft  pafs  the  bill  ih  its  pre- 
feht  ftate.  That  as  long  as  Pa^iament  held  the  puVfe  of  the 
na'tion,  they  could,  By  refuling  to  pay,  annihilate  the  armyV 
That  the  hereditary  Revenue  never  could  be  ap^ied  to  the 
payment  of  the  army,  beca'ufe  it  would  deftroy  itfelf  in  the 
very  ends  it  fhould  be  employed  for.  That  if  the  King  was 
granted  the  liberty  of  railing  an  army,  he  fhould  alfo  have 
the  perpetual  power  of  regulating-  that  army.' 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  argued,  that  the  prefent  bill 
tended  to  the  fubverfion  of  all  public  liberty.  That  it  would 
not  be  wife  to  grant  to  the  Crown  a diiStatorial  power  over 
fifteen  thoufand  men  for  ever.  That  it  was  the  wiih  of  the 
kingdom  to  be  governed  By  its  own  laws.  That  they  con- 
fidered  the  power  of  originating  this  very  a£l  as  a declaration 
of  rights  : they  were  coiifequently  contending  with  the 
Minifter  of  Gfeat  Britain^  not  for  any  conceffion  which 
might  wound  the  intereft  of  pride  of  the  Englifti,  but  for  a 
mdafure  which  would  bring  every  man  in  Britain  on  their 
fide,  as  they  could  not  wifh  to'  fee  the  power  or  the  Crown 
rendered  fo  dangerous  to  the  Conftitution  of  both  kingdoms, 
with  a perpetual  army,  which  might  veft  his  Majefty  with 
too  great  an  influence  over  the  laws  ; and  that  any  articles 
of  war  which  the  King  mfght  hereafter  make  would  be  arti- 
cles of  war  for  this  kingdom  j for  the  a^t  extended  a power 
over  all  his  Majefty^s  forces,  by  vvhicK means  Ireland  would 
be  under  the  controul  of  an  Englifh  ftatute,  and  this  king- 
dom would  become  a place  of  arms. 

The  debates  on  this  fubjecEt  continued  feveral  hours.  But 
the  bill  was  agreed  to  as  it  then  flood,  and  afterwards  pafTed 
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into  a laty.  This  together  with  the  circumftances  refpedt- 
ing  the  fugar  bill,  occafitned  much  difcontent  : and  feveral 
refoliitions  were  entered  into  at  different  public  meetings, 
that  were  affembled  on  this  occalion.  Aniongft  others,  a 
meeting  of  the  Merchants  Corps  of  Volunteers  was  con- 
vened at  the  Royal  Exchange,  Dublin,  w'hen  the  following 
refolutions  were  palTed,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the 
public  papers : • , . 

Refolved,  that  the  late  decifions  of  the  Eloufe  of  Com- 
mons (fo  deftru£\ive,  in  our  opinion,  to  the  conftitutional 
rights,  and  injurious  to  the  commercial  interefts  of  this 
kingdom)  demand  the  mod  ferious  attention  of  every  Irijb'^ 
man, 

Refolved,  that  we  confider  their  confent  to  the  man- 
date of  the  Briftfj  Minifter,  by  which  the  bill  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  army  is  made  perpetual,  and  the  controul 
thereof  for  ever  veiled  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  as  a fob'-' 
verfion  of  the  Conftliution,  and  a flab  to  the  Liberty  of  the 
Subje(T. 

Refolved,  that  confidering  the  army  of  this  kingdom  as 
a body  of  men  embarked  in  the  caufe  of  their  country,  and 
equally  entitled  with  ourfelves  to  the  prote£lion  of  its  Lc- 
giflature,  tvC  cannot  but  feel  for  their  fituation,  who,  by 
this  law,  are  in  danger  of  being  made,  at  a future  day,  the 
unwilling  inllruments  of  defpotifm,  'to  violate  the  Liberties 
of  Ireland, 

**  Refolved,  that  we  confider  the  compliance  of  that 
Houfe  with  the  alteration,made  in  the  fugar  bill  by  the  £ng- 
hJJi  Privy  Council,  reducing  the  propofed  duty  on  lump 
fiigars,  as  an  overthrow  to  the  refinery  of  this  kingdom, 
and  a total  obflruflion  to  the  extenfion  of  its  manufa^ures 
by  an  export  to  the  Briujh  Colonies  and  Weft  Indies, 

“ Refolved, 
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“ Refolved,  that  we  will  concur  with  the  Volunteer 
Corps  of  this  kingdom,  and  the  reft  of  our  feIlow-fubje£ts, 
in  every  effort  which  may  tend  to  avert  the  dangers  we  are 
threatened  with, 

Refolved,  that  the  ftrennous,  though  unfuccefsful  ef- 
forts, of  the  minority  of  theHoufe  of  Commons  in  defence 
of  the  Conftitution,  merit  the  thanks  and  firm  fupport  of 
every  friend  of  his  Country.” 

Similar  refolut  ions  were  entered  into  by  other  Volunteer 
Bodies,  particularly  the  Independent  Dublin  and  Liberty 
Corps ; as  alfo  by  the  citizens  of  Dublin  in  general : and 
the  public  feemed  now  determined  on  a non-importation 
agreement,  and  to  make  ufe  of  Irifh  manufactures  only. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  hereupon  paffed  a vote  of  cen- 
fure  againft  the  Printers  by  whom  thefe  proceedings  were 
publifbed,  and  an  addrefs  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant requefting  he  would  be  pleafed  to  give  orders  for 
effe^fually  profecuting  the  printers  and  publifliers,  and  alfo* 
the  authors  and  contrivers  thereof  when  difcovered.  ^ 

During  this.Seffion,  a bill  was  pafled  for  the  relief  of  the 
Proteftant  Dilfenters  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  repeal  a claufe 
in  the  aft  of  2d.  Queen  Anne,  entitled  an  a£t  to  prevent  the 
farther  growth  of  Popery,  fo  far  as  it  related  to  Proteftant 
DiiTenters  ; a bill  to  naturalize  fuch  foreign  merchants,  ma- 
nufacturers, as  fhould  fettle  in  this  kingdom. — On  the  2d 
Sept.  1780,  the  Seflion  was  clofed,  with  the  following 
fpeech  from  the  LordLieutenant  *,  and  adjourned  to  the  loth 
of  October  following-:  . . - 

IVIy  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

I am  happy  at  length  to  c'ongratulate  you  on  the  con- 
clufion  of  this  Seflion  of  Parliament,  though  the  important 
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meafqres  under  deliberation  muft  have  made  your  attend- 
ance iefs  irkfome  to  you. 

• I.-  : . 

If  your  long  abreUce  from  your  feveral  counties  has 
been  produ(51:ive  of  any  inconvenience,  fuch  inconvenience 
is  fully  compenfated  by  permanent  and  folid  benefits,  the 
fuccefsful  confequences  of  your  labours.” 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  Houft  of  Commons^ 

“ I thank  you  in  his  Majelfy’s  name,  for  the  liberal  fup- 
plies  you  have  granted  ; your  ehearfulnefs  in  giving,  and 
your  attention  to  the  eafe  of  the  fub]e£t  in  the  niode  of, 
railing  them,  muft  be  very  acceptable  to  his  Majefty  ; on 
my  part)  I afllire  you,  they  (hall  be  faithfully  applied.^' 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemerty 

The  fatisfadtiori  with  which'  the  heart  of  every  Irtjhman 
muft  exult  at  the  fair  fcene  of  profperity  now  opening  to' 
this  Country,  ni^y.  equal,  it  cannot  exceed,  the  glow  of  my 
private  feelings : and  whilft  you  applaud  the  condu(ft  of 
Great  Britain  in  removing  the  reftridtions  upon  the  trade  of 
this  kingdom,  you  cannot  but  particularly  acknowledge  the 
unequivocal  demonftrations  of  her  lincere  affedtion,  in  ad- 
mitting you,  upon  the  moft  liberal  plan,  to  an  immediate, 
free  and  equal  intercourfe  with  her  colonies, 

“ The  wife  and  falutary  laws  which  you  have  framed, 
naturally  lead  to  the  moft  beneficial  enjoyment  of  that  inter- 
courfe.  And  when  I refledt  on  thofe  great  objedts,  and  on 
your  meritorious  attention  to  the  trade,  agriculture  and  ma- 
nufactures of^this  kingdom,  fo  confpicuoufly  manifefted  bv 
the  laws  pafted  for  granting  ample  bounties  on  the  export  of 
your  corn,  your  linen  and  your  fail-cloth,  by  the  premiums 
for  encouraging  the  growth  of  hemp  and  flax-feed,  and  by 
VoL  I.  N 
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the  judicious  provifions  for  the  better  regulation  of  your  ma- 
nufactures, I feel  a confclous  fatIsfaCtion,  that  the  commerce 


of  this  kingdom  has  been  eftabliflied  upon  an  extended, 
firm  and  lafting  bafis  ; and  that  Ireland  muft,  in  the  courfe 
of  her  future  profperity,  look  back  to  this  sera,  the  labours 
of  the  prefent  Parliament,  and  the  difFuftve  indulgence  of 
his  Majefty,  with  a moft  grateful  veneration. 

Your  own  difereet  judgment  will  naturally  fuggeft  the 
expediency,  when  you  return  to  your  feveral  counties,  of 
imprefling  upon  the  minds  of  all  ranks  of  men  the  various 
bleflings  of  their  prefent  fitiiation.  Demonftrate  to  them 
that  every  effectual  fource  of  commercial  wealth  is  now  their 
own,  and  invites  that  induftry,  without  which  the  wifeft 
commercial  regulations  remain  a dead  letter,  and  the  boun- 
ties of  nature  are  lavifhed  in  vain.  Cherifli  fuch  a fpirit  of 
induftry,  and  convince  them  of  the  eflfential  advantages  they 
derive  from  their  free  and  excellent  Conftitution,  the  main- 
tenance of  every  branch  of  which  in  its  juft  vigour  and  au- 
thority, can  alone  fecure  their  liberties,  and  preferve  theb 
happinefs.’* 
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Adm'imjl  ration  of  Lord  Car  life. —His  Speech  on  opening  the 
Sejfon.—Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  Volunteer  Corps. — National 
Debt  and  Venfon  Lf.^r’  Conduct  of  the  Court  of  Portugal.— 
Proceedings  of  the  Merchants  of  Dublin.— Addrefs  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  hh  Majefy  relative  to  the  Portugal 
Bufnefs, 

The  commercial  regulations  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  were  not  yet  compleatly  adjufted,  and  the 
Parliament,  in  confequence  of  different  prorogations,  did 
not  again  meet  until  the  9th  of  OcSlober  1781.  The  Earl 
of  Carlife  was  now  appointed  Chief  Governor,  who  open- 
ed the  SefEons  with  the  following  fpeech  ; 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

Confeious  that  it  is  my  indifpenfable  duty  to  promote 
whatever  may  contribute  to  extend  the  advantages  of  civil 
fociety,  I take  the  firft  occafion  to  call  your  earneft  attention 
to  the  encouragement  of  your  trade  and  the  improvement 
of  your  manufaiflures,  and  efpecially  to  the  perfeding  and 
enforcing  of  your  internal,  police,  as  well  by  your  delibera- 
tions, as  by  the  influence  of  your  counfels  and  examples, 
imprefling  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  a becoming  reve- 
rence of  the  laws. 

The  humanity  and  wifdom  of  thofe  motives  which  in- 
fluence your  fupport  of  the  Proteftant  Charter  Schools,  as 
'N  fcmuiarles 
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feminanes  of  true  religion  and  honeft  induftry,  will  cotitlnu^' 
to  engage  ybur  regard. 

« I am  fenfible  alfo  of  the  expediency  and  good  policy  of 
the  encouragements  which  are  accuftomed  to  be  given,  as 
well  to  the  linen  manufa£lure  as  to  tillage,  to  the  fiflieries, 
the  inland  carriage  and  export  of  corn,  and  other  great  na- 
tional obje<St3.  It  will  deferve,  however,  your  beft  attention 
and  vigilance  to  afeertain  and  enforce  the  ftridl:  and  due  ex- 
penditure of  fuch  fums  as  may  be  granted  for  thefc  wife  and 
benevolent  purpofes^ 

His  Majefty  ardently  wlflics  the  happinels  of  his  people 
of  Ireland,  in  whofe  afFe^lIon  and  loyalty  he  places  the 
firmeft  reliance  ^ and  though  I am  not  dire£led  to  call  upon 
you  for  any  extraordinary  fupplies  in  this  time  of  general 
hoftility,  when  thefe  kingdoms  are  expofed  to  an  unnatural 
and  dangerous  combination  of  enemies,  I have  not  the 
fmalleft  doubt  that  I Ihall  be  enabled  to  affure  his  Majefty 
of  your  cordial  difpolition  to  give  him  every  affiTtance  com- 
patible with  your  means  and  circumftances. 

« No  event  could  more  contribute  to  the  puhlie  fecurity  than 
the  general  concurrence  with  which  the  late  fpirited  offers  of 
affiftance  were  prefented  to  me  from  every  part  of  this  king- 
dom ; and  I am  fully  convinced,  that  if  neceffity  had  arifen, 
k was  in  my  power  to  have  called  into  a£lion  all  the  ftrengtk 
and  fpirit  of  a brave  and  loyal  people^  eager  unto  my  direction 
to  be  employed  in  aid  of  his  Majeftfs  regular  forces^  for  the 
public  defence* 

I truft  that  every  part  of  my  coiidudl  will  demonftrate 
how  much  it  is  the  wifh  of  my  heart  to  engage  your  confi- 
dence : I fhall  claim  it  only  in  proportion  as  I fhall  be  found 
to  deferve  it,  by  an  unwearied  endeavour  to  promote  the 
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profperity  of  Ireland-:  and  I am  fenfible  that  this  is  the 
method  of  recommending  my  fcrvices  to  our  Sovereign,  and 
of  obtaining  your  concurrence  toward  the  eafe  and  honour 
,of  my  Adminiftration.”  v 

We  may  oh-ferve  in  this,  a general  acknowledgment  of  the 
fplrit  and  loyalty  of  this  country  : at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
Viceroy  particularly  alluded  to  the  zealous  and  timely  ex- 
ertion of  tho  Volunteer  Army  in  this  kingdom  x and  accord- 
ingly the  Houfe  of  Commons,  early  in  this  Seihon,  refolved 
unanimoufly,  that  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe  Ihould  be  given 
to  the  Volunteer  Corps  for  their  exertions  and  continuation^ 
and  particularly  for  their  fpirited  preparations  againft  a late 
threatened  invafion.?' 

Notwithftanding  the  extenfion  of  trade,  and  the  new  .ad- 
ditional duties  granted  in  the  laft  Seffion,  the  expences  of 
the  eliablifliment,  &c.  for  the  two  years  ending  at  Lady-day, 
.exceeded  the  produce  of  the  revenue  by  above  480,000!.— 
Jt  was  therefore  ordered  that  300,000!.  fliould  be  raifed  as 
follows  : 260,000!.  at  4I.  per  cent.  ; and  the  remaining 
40,000!.  upon  Treafury  Bills  as  before.  The  debt  of  the 
nation  amounted  now  to  1^551,704!.  75.  $:^d.  andthePen- 
flon  Lift  to  183,745!.  les.  2^d. 

On  prefenting  the  Money  Bills  in  December  1781,  thp 
Speaker  delivered  his  fentiments  as  follows  i 

May  it  pleaje  your  E^icelkncy^^ 

V Though  no  material  change  in  the  circumftances  df 
this  kingdom  has  taken  place  fince  the  conclufion  of  the 
laft  Seffion,  U ought  to  be,  and  I am  perfuaded  is,  a lubjeft 
of  general  fatisfaiftion  to  refledl,  that,  amidft  the  horrors  of 

N 3 war, 
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war,  it  has  (hared  none  of  its  calamities;  that  the  public, 
tranquillity  has  been  preferved  within,  and  that  the  dangers 
with  which  it  was  threatened  from  without,  have  been  avert- 
ed by  hiaMajefty’s  paternal  care,  by  your  Excellency’s  vigi- 
lance and  judicious  condu(n:,  and  by  the  voluntary  and  virtu- 
ous exertions  of  its  own 'loyal  and  brave  inhabitants  : nor 
is  the  future  profpetSl:  lefs  plealing  than  the  view  of  what  is  v 
pad.  Several  attempts  have  been  lately  made,  and  with  fome  • 
fuccefs,  to  cftablilh  in  this  kingdom  new  manufactures,  to 
revive  and  improve  the  old,  and  to  extend  its  commerce ; 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people  arc  recovering  from  their 
former  indolence  and  ignorance,  and  the  fpirit  of  enterprizc 
and  of  induftry,  the  great  fpringof  national  happinefs,  begins 
todifFufeitfelf  through  the  nation.  From  thefe  difpofitions 
in  the  people,  and  the  generous  encouragement  given  to 
every  ufeful'  undertaking  by  thofc  of  higher  conditionj  it 
feems  not  too  much  confidence  to  hope  that  the  time  is  not 
far  diftant,  when  this  kingdom  will  emerge  from  that  date  , 
of  inaClion  and  languor,  into  which  it  was  funk,  and  that  it 
will  afTume  that  rank  in'  the  empire,  which  belongs  to  it,  and 
become  one  of  its  principal  pillars.  The  Commons,  fenfible 
of  the  benefits  they  enjoy  under  your  Excellency’s  jud  and 
wife  Adminidration,  have,  with  unufual  difpatch,  granted 
all  the  fupplies  which  were  required,  and  have  alfo  made 
provifion  for  the  difeharge  of  ah  arrear  of  300,000!.  incurred 
dnee  the  lad  Seflion  and  though  they  have  not  impofed 
on  the  fubjeclany  new  or  additional  tax,  except  for  thepur- 
pofesof  regulation,  they  are  not  without' hopes  that  the  re- 
venue will  hereafter  prove  adequate  to  the  public  fervice,  and 
that  the  augmentation  made  by  fuch  regulation,  and  the  re- 
formation already  commenced  in  the  colleClion  and  manage- 
ment of  it,  will  prevent  any  future  deficiency.”  ' " 

The  public  mind  was  now  turning  to  a new  obje<d — that 
of  Legtjlative  Independence  : but  this  was  not  fully  made  a 
' ' ^ fubjedi: 


Collectanea  i>oltttca,  m 

fubje^l  of  Parliamentary  attention  until  the  year,  following. 
Matters  of  trade,  however,  were  ftill  attended  to,  and 
regulating  duties  preferibed. 

Though  a freedom  in  commerce  as  far  as  we  before  men- 
tioned, was  now  held  out  to  Ireland,  it  received  fome  ob- 
ftruclion  by  the  conduff  of  the  Court  of  Portugal,  in  refuling 
the  entry  and  fale  of  Iri/h  manufactures.  This  dccafioned 
new  complaints,  and  it  was  attributed  to  fome  finifter  con- 
dud  on  the  part  of  England.  On  the  23d  of  April  1781, 
being  Quarter  Day  of  the  Guild  of  Merchants,  the  fubjed 
was  inveftigated  by  that  Body.  It  was  there  contended  by 
fome  that  the  Viceroy  and  his  Secretary  Mr.  JSden,  had 
taken  on  the  earlieft  informations  the  moft  adive  part  to 
obtain  an  immediate  remedy  ; and  two  letters  from  Mr. 
Eden,  with  fonae  other  authorities,  v/ere  produced  to  fup- 
port  this  aflertion.  The  majority  of  the  Guild  feemed  now 
inclined  to  think  that  there  was  a probability  that  thefe  ex- 
ertions would  prove  fuccefsful,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Guild 
were  voted  to  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  and  Mr; 
Eden,  for  their  warm  and  earned  endeavours  * in  favour  of 
the  commercial  interefts  of  Ireland. 

In  confequence,  however,  of  this  circuiniiance,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  7th  of  February  1782,  conlider-* 
ed  it  neceflary  to  make  application  to  his  Majefiy  on  the  fub- 
jed  *,  and  accordingly  the  following  Addrefs  was  palled 
pnanimeufly  : 

To  Ac  Kin^s  mojl  Excellent 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights,  Citizens  and  BurgefiTee 
in  Parliament  afTenibled  : 

^of:  gracious  Sovereign^ 

We  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fub^ 
ieds^  the  Commons  of  Ireland^  in,  Parliament  aftem- 
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bled,  beg  leave  humbly  to  approach  your  Majefty  with  fin- 
cere  profeiiions  of  that  zealous  loyalty  which  will  never  ceafe 
to  glow  in  our  hearts,  and  which  we  truft  will  ever  diftin- 
guifti  the  character  of  your  faithful  people  of  Ireland^  and 
to  afTure  your  Majefty  that  we  pofTefs  an  entire  reliance  on 
your  paternal  protection,  which  has  been  happi’y  exerted, 
during  the  couile  of  your  Majefty’s  reign,  in  promoting  and 
eftabliihing  the  prolperlty  of  this  kingdom. 

“ With  painful  reluctance,  therefore,  at  a time  when  your 
Majefry’s  attention  is  engaged  in  the  moft  momentous  con- 
cerns, we  yield  to  the  iieceffiry  of  laying  before  your  Ma- 
j,efty  a fubject,  which  deeply  alfects  the  commercial  rights 
of  this  your  Majefty^s  kingdom. 

. “ Founding  our  claims  upon  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  dcf. 
firous  to  promote  all  the  reciprocal  advantages  of  commerce 
between  this  country  and  the  fubjeCts  of  your  Majefty’s  an- 
cient and  faithful  ally,  the  Queen  of  Portugal y we  confidered 
that  kingdoni,  in  our  commercial  regulations,  as  the  raoft 
favoured  nation,  and  by  aCts  of  Parliament  gave  to  the  wines 
of  Portugal  that  advantage  over  the  wines  of  France^  in  the 
impolition  of  duties,  which  is  defcribed  in  the  treaty  of  1 703, 
expecling  from  the  juftice  of  the  Court  of  Portugal  that 
woollen  manufaClures  fent  from  this  kingdom  would,  in 
eonfequenee,  have  the  fame  admillion  which  is  given  to  thofe 
imported  there  from  Great  Britain. 

« We  refted  this  moft  reafonable  expectation  not  only  on 
the  conhruCfion  of  th^  treaty  above-mentioned,  but  on  the 
letter  and  fpirit  of  many  ancient  treaties  made  between  your  - 
Majefty’s  royal y^redeceiTors  and  the  Crown  of  Portugal',  and 
we  hoped  for  a common  participation  with  your  Majefty’s 
fubjeCls  of  Great  Britain  in  every  branch  of  commerce  with 
Portugaly  which,  till  now,  has  never  been  denied  to  us  in 
that  kingdomp 
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With  much  furpfize,  therefore,  we  have  heard  that  the 
entry  of  our  woollen  manufactures  and  printed  linens  had 
met  with  fomfi  obftructions  at  the  port  of  Lijhon, 

Neverthelefs,  being  fatisfied  that  the  zealous  and  r e- 
peated requihtions  of  your  Majefty’s  Minifters,  ftrenuoully 
urged,  and  in  a caufe  fo  evidently  reafunable  and  juft,  would 
attended  with  fuccefs,  we  have  hitherto  refrained  from 
refenting  the  injury,  by  commercial  regulations  reft:n<fi:ive 
of  the  trade  of  Portugaly  and  by  fuch  other  efte<51:ual  means 
as  the  honour  and  indifpenfablc  rights  of  this  kingdom  may 
demand  ; nor  would  we  then  difturb  your  Majefty’s  atten- 
tion by  an  addrefs  upon  the  fubjeift  : but,  if  we  are  now  to 
underftand  that  it  is  the  determination  of  her  moft  faithful 
Majcfty  to  exclude  your  Majefty^s  lubjedfs  of  Ireland  from 
the  benefits  of  the  treaty  of  1 703,  or  to  refufe  any  relief  in 
refpedl  of  the  printed  linens  of  this  kingdom,  it  is  become 
9ur  duty  to  refoyt  to  your  Majefty’s  protedfion  and  powerful 
interpofition,  that  our  manufadlures  may  not  be  excluded 
from  the  ports  of  one  of  your  Majeftyls  Allies,  which  mufl; 
at  all  times  be  grievous,  but  peculiarly  fo  when  the  common 
calamity  of  war  has  prohibited  our  commercial  intercourfe 
yvith  fo  many  other  States* 

Wc  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  approach  the  Throne, 
carneftly  recommending  our  caufe  to  your  Majefty’s  unre- 
mitted attention  and  unabated  efforts ; and  we  entreat  your; 
Majefty  to  interpofe" your  royal  influence  with  the  Court  of 
Portugaly  in  the  moft  efFe<ft:ual  manner,  that  the  obftrufliong 
to  our  trade  may  be  removed,  and  that  we  may  be  reftored 
to  thofe  commercial  rights  to  which  we  are  entitled.” 
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CHAPTER  X. 


JProcfedifigs  rejpecling  hegtjlattve  Independence^-^- Refolutions  at 
Dungannon.-~-Addrefs  to  the  Minority^  of  both  Houfes.—^ 
Refolutions  of  Volunteer  Corps, — Grand  Juries^ 

City  and  County  of  Dublin — Univerfity, — Injirudlions  ta 
their  Reprefentatives^-Anfwers  thereto,— Obfervations^ 

WHATEVER  favours  Great  Britain  may  ](iave  at  this  time 
conferred,  or  rather  what  afts  of  juftice  (he  rendered  to 
Ireland,  mayreafonably  be  attributed  more  to  the  exigency  of 
the  times,  and  the  critical  fitu^tibn  of  the  empire,  than  to 
any  pure  principle  of  national  benevolence.  She  was  now 
wearied  with  a tedious,  expenfiye,  unnattiral  and  unfuccefs- 
ful  war  againft  her  Colonies — (he  perceived  this  country  in 
danger  of  falling  a prey  tq  the  antient  and  avowed  enemy 
of  both  kingdoms,  and  dependent  for  its  defence  and  pro- 
te(Stion,  merely  on  its  own  internal  ftrength  and  the  loyalty 
of  its  inhabitants.  She  was  cqnfcious,  that  her  conduiSf 
heretofore  was  ill  calculated  to  conciliate  the  affection  of  the 
Irilh  nation,  which  had  ftill  to  require  the  reftoration  of 
many  rights,  whereof  it  had  been  deprived  ; and  fhc  found 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  well  aflured,  that  this,  if  ever^ 
was  the  time  to  demand  and  regain  them. 

The  latter  had  long  complained  of  ufurpations  frequently, 
attempted  on  her  Legifative  Independence  : England  had  re- 
cently exerted  an  unconflitutional  authority  in  the  alteration 
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I of  bills  tranfmitted  from  this  country.  The  Mutiny  Bill^ 
was  the  laft  inftance  of  this  kind,  and  the  nation  was  exaf- 
1 perated  at  fuch  condu<^l:.  The  general  voice  of  the  kingdom 
* was  raifed  againft  it, 

I Before  we  proceed  to  any  further  ftatement  of  the  Parlia- 
I mentary  proceedings  in  1782,  it  may  therefore  be  proper;  to 
i fhew  w^t  was  the  general  difpolition  of  the  public  mind  : ^ 
I and  what  was  done  by  the  people  to  obtain  a reftoration  of 
I Legijlafive  Freedom. 

parly  in  this  year,,  public  rneetings  were  held  in  almoft  every, 
part  of  Ireland,  and  refolutions  entered  into,  expreflive  of  a 
iirm  determination  to  eftablifli  her  parliamentary  rights  on  a 
lading  and  conftitutional  balls.  The  Grand  Juries  of  the  fevc~ 
ral  counties.  Merchants,  Traders  and  Citizens,  the  different 
Volunteer  Corps  5 and  finally,  men  of  every  defcription, 
adopted  the  fame  principles,  and  joined  in  the  fame  mea- 
» fures  : in  this  refpe^b,  the  opinion  and  fpirit  of  the  country 
feemed  drawn  to  a common  centre. 

' Oh  the  15th  of  February  1782,  a meeting  of  the  Reprc- 
fentatives  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three  Corps  of  Volun- 
teers, of  the  Province  of  Ulfter,  was  held  at  Dungannon^  ■ 
where  the  following  refolutions  were  agreed  to  : 

Whereas  it  has  been  alTer ted  that  Volunteers,  as  fuch, 
cannot  with  propriety,  debate  or  publilh  their  opinions  orr 
political  fubjeds,  or  on  the  condudl  of  Parliament  or  public 
men  ; ' • 

Refolved  unanimoully,  That  a Citizen,  by  learning  the 
life  of  arms,  does  not  abandon  any  of  his  civil  rights. 

That  a claim  of  any  body  of  men,  other  than  the  King, 
Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland,  to  make  laws  to  bind  this 
Jiingdom,  is  unconftitutional,  illegal,  and  a grievance. 

‘‘That 
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Tbat  the  powers  exercifed  by  the  Privy  Council  of  both 
kingdoms,  under  or  under  colour  or  pretence  of  the  law  of 
Poyning’s,  are  uncouftitutional,  and  a grievance^ 

That  the  ports  of  this  country  are,  by  right,  open  to  all 
foreign  countries,  not  at  war  with  the  King,  and  that  any 
burden  thereupon,  or  obftrucSlion  thereto,  fave  only  by  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  are  unconftitutional,  illegal,  and  a 
grievance. 

That  a Mutiny  Bill,  not  limited  In  point  of  duration 
from  Sellion  to  Seflion,  is  unconftitutional  and  a grievance. 

That  the  independence  of  Judges  is  e.qually  eflential  to 
the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  Ireland,  as  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  the  refufal  or  delay  of  this  right  to  Ireland, 
makes  a diftineftion  where  there  Ihoulo  be  no  diftinflion, 
may  excite  jealoufy  where  perfect  union  fhould  prevail,  and 
is,  in  itfelf,  unconftitutional,  and  a grievance, 

. That  it  is  our  decided  and  unalterable  determination,  to 
feck  a redrefs  of  thofe  grievances  *,  and  we  pledge  ourfelves 
to  each  other,  and  to  our  country,  as  freeholders,  fellow- 
citizens,  and  men  of  honour,  that  ye  will  at  every  enfuing 
election,  fupport  thofe  only,  who  have  fupported  and  will 
fupport  us  therein  ; and  that  we  will  ufe  all  conftitutional 
means  to  make  fuch  purftiit  cf  redrefs  fpeedy  and  effectual. 

That  the  right  hon.  and  hon.  the  minority  in  Parlia- 
ment, who  have  fupported  thefe  our  conftitutional  rights, 
are  entitled  to  our  moft  grateful  thanks,  and  that  the  annex- 
ed addrefs  be  iigned  by  the  chairman,  and  publiflied  wit^ 
thefe  refolutions. 

“ That  four  members  from  each  county  of  the  Province 
pf  yifter,  eleven  to  be  a quorum,  be,  and  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed 
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pointed  a committee  ’till  next  general  meeting,  to  afl  for  the 
Volunteer  Corps  here  reprefented,  and  as  occalioh  ihall  re- 
quire to  call  general  meetings  of  the  Province. 

“ That  faid  committee  do  appoint  nine  of  their  members 
to  be  a committee  in  Dublin,  in  order  to  communicate  with 
fuch  other  Volunteer  Affociations  in  the  other  Provinces,  as 
may  think  proper  to  come  to  fimilar  refolutions,  and  to  de- 
liberate with  them  on  the  moft  conftitutional  means  of  carry- 
ing them  into 

That  the  committee  be,  and  are  hereby  inftrudled  to 
call  a general  meeting  of  the  Province,  within  twelve  months 
from  this  day,  or  in  fourteen  days  after  the  diflblution  of  the 
prefent  Parliament,  Ihould  fuch  an  event  fooner  take  place. 

“ Tliat  the  Court  of  Portugal  have  a£^ed  toward  this 
kingdom  (being  a part  of  the  Britilh  empire)  in  fuch  a man- 
ner as  to  call  upon  us  to  declare  and  pledge  ourfelves  to 
each  other,  that  we  will  not  confume  any  wine  of  the  growth 
of  Portugal  ; and  that  we  will  to  the  extent  of  our  influence, 
prevent  the  ufe  of  faid  wine,  fave  and  except  the  wine  at 
prefent  in  this  kingdom,  until  fuch  time  as  our  exports  fhall 
be  received  into  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  as  the  manufac- 
tures of  part  of  the  Britifli  empire. 

That  we  hold  the  right  of  private  judgment  in  matters 
of  religion,  to  be  equally  facred  in  others' as  in  ourfelves. — 
Refolved,  therefore,  that  as  men,  and  as  Irifhmen,  as 
Chriftiansand  as  Proteftants,  we  rejoice  in  the  relaxation  of 
the  Penal  Laws  againft  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-fuhjeSls  ; 
and  that  we  conceive  the  meafpre  to  be  fraught  with  the 
happieft  confequences  to  the  union  and  profperity  of  the  in- 
habitants oT  Ireland/’ 
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The  addrefs  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  refolutlons  was 
as  follows: 

jH?  the  Right  Hon.  and  Hon.  the  Minority  in  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament, 

« My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ^ 

We  thank  you  for  yoitr  noble  and  fplrited,  though  hi- 
therto ineiFeftual  efforts  in  defence  of  the  great  conftitutional 
and  commercial  rights  of  your  country.  Go  on — the  almofl 
unanimous  voice  of  the  people  is  with  you ; and  in  a free 
country,  the  voice  of  the  country  mujl  prevail.  We  know 
oiir  duty  to  our  Sovereign,  and  are  loyal.  We  know  our 
duty  toourfelves,  and  are  rcfolved  to  be  free.  Wefeek  for 
our  rights,  and  no  more  than  our  rights,  and,  in  fo  juft  a 
purfuit,  we  fhould  doubt  the  being  a Providence,  if  we 
doubted  of  fuccefs.’^ 

Thefe  proceedings  were  generally  approved  of — the  fpirit 
of  the  Dungannon  meeting  was  diffufed  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  its  refolutions  were  feconded  by  almoft  every 
*V olunteer  Corps  in  Ireland. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  the  Corps  of  Independent  Dub^ 
iln  Volunteers  unanimoufly  agreed  to  the  following  refolu- 
tions and  [preamble : 

<<  -Natural  juftice  and  equity  having  eftablifhed  the 
univerfal  rights  of  mankind  upon  an  equal  footing,  the  in- 
habitants of  Ireland  have  a claim  to  a Free  Trade  with  all 
nations  in  amity  with  Great  Britain  ; yet  their  ports  have 
been  kept  Ihut,  their  trade  has  been  monopolized,  and  their 
induftry  has  but  ferved  to  aggrandize  the  proud  traders  of  a 
neighbouring  kingdom.  . 


Neceftity 


Collectanea  Folitica. 


m 


’<  Necefiity,  which  compels  to  ingenuity,  has  lately  held 
iip  that  trade,  dignified  with  the  fpacious  name  of  Free  ; 
yet,  trade  which  enriches  induftrious  nations,  fervcs  but  to 
impoverifli  the  natives  of  this  kingdom,"  becaufe  they  have 
purchafed  at  an  high  price,  an  illufion.  Defrauded  thus  of 
their  birth-right,  there  is  nothing  left  but  ceconomy  as  a 
counterpoife.  This  unfubftantial  freedom  of  commerce, 
having  originated  from  the  united  Tpirit  of  the  people  againft 
the  ufe  ©f  foreign  manufaSlureSy  the  fame  fpirit  which  pro- 
cured the  fallacious  grant,  may  yet,  by  a perfevering  unani- 
mity, eftablifh  a realy  permanent  and  fubftantial  trade. — 
Therefore — Resolved,  That  thefe  our  thoughts  and  opi- 
nions be  laid  before  our  countrymen,  reminding  them,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  not  only  they,  but  their  poftcrity,  are 
interefled  in  the  event ; and  that  to  do  away  effeiflually  the 
yoke  of  monopoly,  a non-confumption  and  non-importatioa 
agreement  fhould  be  entered  into  without  delay. 

Refolvedy  That  for  the  more  efFe£fually  furthering  this 
great  national  point,  the  feveral  Corps  (as  private  citizens) 
of  this  city  be  requefted  to  fend  each  a Delegate  to  the 
Royal  Exchange,  on  Monday  the  25th  inft.  at  feven  o’clock 
in  the  evening : and  that  the  foregoing  rcfolutions  be  pub- 
lilhed.'' 

A few  days  afterwards  a full  meeting  was  held  of  the 
L>awyeFs  Corps y and  the  following  refolutions  palled  : 

Refolvedy  That  we  do  highly  approve  of  the  refolutions 
and  addrefs  of  the  Ulfter  Volunteers,  reprefented  at  Dun^ 
gannon  on  the  15th  Feb.  inft. 

That  as  Citizens  and  Volunteers,  we  will  co-operate 
\vlth  the  feveral  Corps,  whofe  Delegates  met  at  Dungannon, 
in  every  conftitutional  mode  of  obtaining  a redrcfs  of  the 
grievances  mentioned  in  their  refolutions.” 

The 
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The  following  Addrefs  was  publifli^d  by  the  Committee’ 
of  the  Ulfter  Volunteers  : 

To  the  EUElors  of  Members  of  Pdrliamenty  in  the  Fi/tovinU 
. of  Vlfer. 

Gentlemertf 

“ Delegated  by  the  Volunteers  alTembled  at  Dungannon, 
we  call  on  you  to  fupport  the  confiitutional  and  commercial 
right  of  Ireland  \ to  exert  the  important  privileges  of  free- 
men at  the  enfuing  election,  and  to  proclaim  to  the  world 
that  you  at  leaft  deferve  to  be  Free, 

Regard  not  the  threats  of  landlords  or  their  agents, 
when  they  require  you  to  fail  in  your  duty  to  God,  to  your 
country,  to  yourfelves,  to  your  pofterity.  The  firft  privi- 
lege of  a man  is  the  right  of  judging  for  himfeif,  and  now 
is  the  time  for  you  to  exert  that  right.  It  is  a time  pregnant 
with  circumftances,  which  revolving  ages  may  not  again  fo 
favourably  combine.  The  fpirit  of  liberty  is  gone  abroad, 
it  is  embraced  by  the  people  at  large,  and  every  day  brings 
with  it  an  acceffion  of  ftrength.  The  timid  have  laid  afide 
their  fears,  and  the  virtuous  fons  of  Ireland  hand  fecure  in 
their  numbers.  Undue  influence  is  now  as  defpifed  as  it  has 
ever  been  contemptible  *,  and  he  who  would  dare  to  punifli 
an  eledtor  for  exerting  the  rights  of  a freeman,  would  meet 
what  he  would  merit,  public  deteftation  and  abhorrence. 

Let  no  individual  negle<rt  his  duty.  The  nation  Is  an 
aggregate  of  individuals,  and  the  flrength  of  the  whole  is 
compofed  of  the  exertions  of  each  part ; the  man,  therefore, 
who  omits  what  is  in  his  power,  and  will  not  exert  his  utmofl: 
efforts  for  the  emancipation  of  his  country,  becaufe  they 
can,  at  beft,  be  the  efforts  of  but  one  man,  {lands  account- 
able to  his  God  and  to  his  country,  to  himfeif  and  to  his  pof^ 
terity,  for  confirming  and  entailing  flavery  on  the  land 
which  gave  him  birth. 
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An  upright  Houfe  of  Commons  is  all  that  is  wanting, 
and  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  ele£lors  to  obtain  it.  Vote  only 
for  men  whofe  paft  conduct  in  Parliament  you  and  the  na- 
tion approve,  and  for  fuch  others  as  will  folemnly  pledge 
themfelves  to  fupport  the  meafures  which  you  and  the  na- 
tion approve.  Do  your  duty  to  your  country,  and  let  no 
confideratipn  tempt  you  to  facrihce  the  public  to  a private 
tie,  the  greater  duty  ,to  a lefs. 

We  entreat  you,  in  the  name  of  the  great  and  refpe^l- 
able  body  we  reprefent  ; we  implore  you,  by  every  focial 
and  honourable  tie  ; we  conjure  you  as  citizens,  as  freemen, 
as  Irifhmen,  to  raife  this  long  infulted  hingdom,  and  reftore 
to  her  her  loft  rights.  One  great  and  united  effort  will 
place  us  among  the  firft  nations  of  the  earth,  and  thofe  who 
Aall  have  the  glory  of  contributing  to  that  event,  will  be 
for  ever  recp^rded  as  the  Saviours  of  their  Country.” 

It  would  be  impoftible  and  unnecefTary,  to  ftate  here  the 
numerous  refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  feveral  Volunteer 
Corps  and  other  AlTemblies,  where  thele  fubjefls  were  taken 
mto  confideration  ; they  were  fubftantially  the  fame,  and 
differed  but  in  words.*  We  fhall,  therefore,  only  add  the 
proceedings  of  a few  other  Bodies,  that  were  not  under  the 
military  charader,  to  fnew  that  the  fame  difpofition  and  fen- 
timents  pervaded  all  ranks  of  people. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Freemen  and  Freeholders  of  the 
City  of  Dublin,  convened  by  the  High  Sheriffs,  at  the 
Tholfel,  on  Tuefday  the  19th  of  March  1782,  the  follow- 
ing A^drefs  w^s  unanimoufly  agreed  to  : 

VoL.  I.  O To 

For  a particular  view  of  thefe  national  proceedings,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  a Work  publiihed  by  C.  H.  Wilfon,  entitled  “ A Compkat  Col- 
Uaion  of  the  J^efolutions  of  the  Volunteers^  Qrnhi  (f  Inland,'*-^ 

Dublin,  printed  by  J.  Hill,  1782. 
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To  Samuel  Bradftreet,  Bart,  Travers  Hartley,  Ef^, 
Reprefentaiives  In  Parliament  for  the  City  of  Dublin, 


Gentlemeriy 


As  men  juftly  entitled  to,  and  firmly  refolved  to  obtain 
a Free  Conftitution,  we  require  you,  our  truftees,  to  exert 
yourfeives  in  the  moft  ftrenuous  manner,  to  procure  an  un- 
equivocal declaration,  “ That  the  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
tnons  of  Ireland,  are  the  ofdy  power  competent  to  make  laws 
to  bind  this  country/’  And  we  folemnly  pledge  ourfelves 
to  you  and  to  our  country,  that  we  will  fupport  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  at  the  rilk  of  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
in  every  conftitutional  meafure  w’hich  may  be4)urfued  for 
the  attainment  of  this  great  national  object:.  Be  aflured, 
gentlemen,  that  your  zeal  upon  this  occafion  will  infure 
you  a continuance  of  our  efteem  and  regard. 


Signed, 


JAMES  CAMPBELL, 
DAVID  DICK, 


} 


Sheriffs. 


The  Sheriffs,  haying  waited  on  the  Reprefentatives,  re- 
ceived the  following  Anfwer : 

* ' ♦ ; -5 

To  the  Sheriffs,  Freemen,  and  Freeholders  of  the  City  of  Dublin, 


Gentlemen, 

It  has  ever  been  my  wifh  to  receive  with  pleafure,  and  to 
obey  the  inftruc^hons  of  ray  conftituents. 

You  may  depend  on  my  ufing  every  means  in  my  power 
to  procure  an  explicit  and  unequivocal  declaration,  “ That 
the  King,  Lords,  and.  Commons  of  Ireland,  are  the  only  power 
competent  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  country  and  I rely 
on  your  folemn  engagement  to  fupport  your  Reprefentatives, 
in  every  conftitutional  meafure  which  may  be  neceffary  for 
the  attainment  of  this  great  national  objed.  Permit  me  to 
aifure  you,  that  my  zeal  for  the  accomplifhment  of  your 

' ' wifhes. 
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wiflies  can  be  equalled  only  by  my  defire  to  convince  you 
how  facred  I efteein  the  truft  you  have  repofed  in  me,  and 
how  much  I value  a continuance  of  the  good  opinion  of  my 
;fellow-citizens. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatefi:  refpecl, 
Your  obliged,  and  faithful  fervant, 

SAMUEL  BRADSTREET.*^ 

To  the  Sheriffs y Freemen y arid  Freeholders  of  ihe  £iijty  of  DubUn. 

GenilemeTiy 

I fhould  be  very  unworthy  of  that  honourable  and  im- 
portant truft,  with  which  you  have  fo  recently  invefted  me, 
did  I not  receive  with  the  higheft  refpeeft,  the  moft  perfect: 
fatisfaeftion,  and  chearful  conformity,  your  inftru<ftIons,  on 
a fubjeeft  in  which  the  national  honour  and  fecurity  are  eL 
fentially  engaged.  To  fuppofe  that  any  power,  except  that 
;Of  the  “ Kingy  Lordsy  and  Commons  of  IrelaJidy  is  competent 
to  make  laws  to  bind  this  kingdom,”  is  utterly  inepnfiftent 
with  the  idea  of  freedom  ; it  is  equal  liberty  alone,  which 
can  fecure  that  perfecl  harmony  to  the  fubje^fs  of  the  fame 
■Crown,  fo  neceflary  to  the  profperity  both  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  You  may  rely,  gentlemen,  on  every  exertion 
3 am  capable  of,  to  procure  an  unequivocal  declaration  of 
the  foie  right  of  the  Legifiature  of  this  kingdom,  to  enacb 
laws  obligatory  on  the  people  of  Ireland  ; and  I doubt  not  in 
this,  and  every  conftitutional  meafure,  I fhall  be  always  fe- 
care  ot  the  fupport  of  my  conftituents.  Your  inftrueftions 
on  this  occafion  will  give  a dignity  to  the  vote  you  have  en- 
trufted  me  with,  which  it  muft  have  wanted,  if  conficlered  as 
merely  proceeding  from  my  own  private  judgment. 

I have  the  honour.  Gentlemen,  to  be, 

With  the  moft  perfect  refpedl,  and  fenfe  of  obligation. 
Your  faithful  and  obedient  fervant, 

TRxWERS  HARTLEY. 
P 2 At 


Afterwards' one  of  the  Jufticcsa)f  the  Court  of  King’s  Beach. 
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At  a Meeting  of  the  High  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury  of  the. 
County  of  Dublin,  on  the  iith  of  April  1782,  the  follow- 
ing refolutions  were  agreed  to  : 

Refolved,  That  no  power  on  earth,  but  the  King,  Lords 
and  Commons  of  Ireland,  can,  in  right,  make  laws  to  bind 
the  people  of  this  land. 

Refolved,  That  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
arc  the  Reprefentatives  of,  and  derive  their  power  folely 
from  the  People  *,  and  that  a denial  of  this  propofition  by 
them  would  be  to  abdicate  the  reprefentation. 

The  following  Addrefs  w^as  then  read  by  the  Chairman,’ 
and  agreed  to  : 

To  the  Pj.  Hon.  Luke  Gardiner,  and  Sir  Edward  Newenham; 

Knight. 

Gentlemen  y 

We,  the  High  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of 
Dublin,  warmly  coinciding  with  that  determination  refpecli- 
ing  the  conftitutional  rights  of  Ireland,  with  which  the  mind 
of  every  man  in  this  nation  is  deeply  impreffed,  think  it  our 
duty  to  exprefs  thofe  feelings  in  the  ftrongeft  terms. 

As  you  have  already  evinced  your  intention  to  fupport  the 
foie  and  undoubted  authority  of  the  Leglflature  of  Ireland  to 
make  laws  for  its  government,  we  confidently  hope  and  ex- 
pedl,  that  you  will  perfevere  in  purfuing  the  mofi:  decifive  and 
immediate  meafures  that  may  efteftually  carry  that  great  ob- 
je£l:  into  execution,  by  a fclemn  ratification  of  our  rights. 

Though  this  is,  at  the  prefent  crifis,  the  principal  matter 
under  the  confideration  of  Parliament,  we  have  no  doubt  but 
that  you  muft  confider  it  your  duty  to  261,  in  all  things  that 
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sffeifl  the  freedom  of  our  Conftitutiori,  in  fuch  manner  as 
may  become  the  rcprefentatives  of  a great  and  independent 
country. 

Pvcfolved,  That  copies  of  the  above  refolutlons  and  ad- 
drefs,  figned  by  the  High  Sheriff  and  Foreman,  be  prefented 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Luke  Gardiner,  and  Sir  Edward  Newen- 
ham,  Knight,  and  that  the  fame,  together  with  their  an- 
fwers,  be  pubIKhed* 

The  following  anfwers  were  returned  : 


To  the  High  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Dublin» 


Gentlemen^ 


i 


It  gives  me  very  fincere  fatisfacftlon,  that  my  condu6f,  re- 
lative to  the  foie  and  undoubted  authority,  of  the  Legidature 
of  Ireland,  has  merited  your  approbation.  You  may  be  af- 
fured,  that  I fliall  perfevere  in  giving  my  vvarmeft  fupport  to 
that  great  and  important  obje£f,  as  I confider  it  fo  declfively 
founded  in  right,  that  no  man,  who  loves  to  be  free,  can  hed- 
tate  to  acknowledge  and  to  affert  it. 


With  refpe£f  to  any  other  matter  that  may  affetS:  the  free- 
dom of  our  Conftitution,  I am  fo  confeious  of  my  intentidns 
to  promote  the  perfect  contentment  of  this  country,  that  I 
have  no  doubt  I fliall,  in  every  particular,  deferve  that  con- 
licence  .with  which  you  have  hitherto  honoured  me. 


I am  very  glad  that  you  have  given  me  an  opportunity  of 
declaring  my  ientiments  thus  publicly  at  this  cribs  \ as  I 
think  that  the  time  is  now  come  which  demands  an  explicit 
•and  a permanent  lettlement  of  the  Conilitution  of  Ireland, 
as  the  certain  means  of  eftablifliing  the  tranquiillty  of  this 

O 3 country, 
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country,  and  of  perpetuating  the  harmony  which  ought  to 
fublift  between  us  and  Great  Britain. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

With  the  greateft  refpe£l:, 

Y our  very  obliged  humble  fervant, 

LUKE  GARDINER  * 

To  the  High  Sheriffs  Foreman^  and  Grand  of  the  County  of 

Dublin. 

Gentlemen^ 

I always  receive  your  inftrucdons  with  refpedl  and  plea- 
fure,  for  it  is  equally  my  duty  and  inclination  to  obey  them  \ 
if  I did  not,  I fliould  betray  that  delegated  truft  with  which 
you  have  honoured  me. 

In  refpeiSl:  to  thofe  great  objec^ls  in  which  you  dedre  “ I 
6«  will  perfcvere,”  I afliire  you,  I will  moft  faithfully  purfue 
that  line  of  condudl  marked  out  by  you  ; confident  that  his 
hlajefty  cannot,  in  juftice  to  this  independent  kingdom,  re- 
fufe  his  royal  afient  to  fuch  acfts,  as  may  be  deemed  by  the 
Irifli  Parliament  “ a folemn  ratification  of  our  rights.”  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  no  Irifh  Minifter  fhould  be  found  fo  pre- 
fumptuoiis,  as  to  impede  the  total  annihilation  of  foreign 
ufurpation  j if  fuch  a Minifter  fhould  be  found,  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  fupported  by  the  general  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple, ought  to  do  their  duty.  Though  eftedlual  impeachments 
have  been  too  long  neglecfted,  and  thereby  our  After  king- 
dom has  nearly  fallen  a martyr  to  the  corruption  and  wicked- 
nefs  of  its  Miniftry,  the  fpirit  of  this  nation  is  too  high,  to 
fubmit  patiently  to  national  infults. 

You  are  alfo  pleafed  to  direifl:  me  ‘‘  to  acft  in  all  things  that 
afle£t  the  freedom  of  our  Conftitution,  as  may  become 

the 


* Afterwards  Lord  JMountjoy, 
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the  Reprefentative  of  a great  and  independent  Country 
in  order  to  accomplifh  that  obje£l,  I have  frequently  intro- 
duced heads  of  a bill  to  fecure  the  freedom  of  Parliament, 
by  limiting  the  number  of  placemen,  and  totally  excluding 
penfioners  from  fitting  therein ; a hoftile  band  of  parlia- 
mentary placemen  and  penfioners  is  the  foundation  of  inter- 
nal and  external  corruption. 

Every  meafure  tending  t6  maintain  the  freedom,  or  pro- 
mote the  trade  and  manufaflure  of  your  great,  refpeflable, 
and  independent  country,  fliall  meet  my  warmefl  fupport  in 
every  ftation  of  life. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greateft  refpedf^ 

Your  moft  obliged  and  faithful  trufiee, 

EDWARD  NEWENHAM. 

At  a full  Meeting  of  the  Grand  jury.  Gentlemen,  Glergyj 
and  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Galway,  afTcmbled  purlu- 
ant  to  public  notice  from  the  High  Sheriff,  at  the  County- 
hall,  in  Galway,  March  31,  1782,  the  following  refolutions 
were  unanimoufly  entered  into  ; 

Refolved,  That  a feat  in  Parliament  was  never  intended 
by  our  ConftitUtion  as  an  inftrument  of  emolument  to  indi- 
viduals 5 and  that  the  Reprefentative  who  perverts  it  to  fuch 
purpofe  (particularly  at  fo  momentous  a period  as  the  pre- 
fent)  is  guilty  of  betraying  the  truft  repofed  in  him  by  the 
' people  for  their ^ not  his  benefit. 

Refolved,  That  the  people  who  could  tamely  behold  their 
fuffrages  made  the  tool  of  private  avarice  or  ambition,  are 
ftill  more  criminal  than  the  venal  Reprefentatives,  as  thev  be- 
come the  panders  without  even  the  wages  of  proftitution. 

O 4 
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Refolved,  That  when  we  daily  fee  the  mandate  of  the 
Minifter  fuperfede  all  conviction  in  debate  *,  wlien  placed  and 
penfioned  Members  of  Parliament  notorioufly  fupport  in 
public,. meafures  which  they  condemn  in  private  j when  the 
hirelings  of  corruption  avow,  and  Government  have  exem- 
plified in  recent  inftances  of  diftinguifhed  public  characters, 
that  to  vote  according  to  confcience,  amounts  to  a difqualifi- 
cation  to  hold  any  office  in  the  fervice  of  our  country,  it  is 
time  for  the  people  to  look  to  themielves,  and  in  great  na- 
tional queftions  to  afiert  their  right  to  controul  thofe  who 
owe  their  political  exiftence  to  their  birth,  and  may  be  anni- 
hilated by  tkeir  difpleafure. 

Refolved,  That,  at  an  aera  when  every  thing  that  can  be 
dear  to  a nation  is  at  flake,  we  are  called  upon  by  our  duty 
to  ourfelves,  to  our  country,  and  to  poflerity,  to  ftand  forth, 
and  by  the  mofl  unremitting  exertions  ftem  the  returning 
torrent  of  corruption  at  home,  and  refifl  ufurpation  from 
abroad,  that  all  mankind  may  fee  we  are  determined  to  pre- 
fer ve  the  purity,  while  we  vindicate  the  rights,  of  our  Legif- 
lature. 

Refolved  therefore.  That  we  do  hereby  folemnly  pledge 
ourfelves  to  each  other,  and  to  our  country,  by-  every  tie  of 
honour  and  religion  which  can  be  binding  to  man,  that,  as 
the  facred  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  community  fuperfedes 
all  ties  and  obligations  to  individuals,  we  will  not  fulfer  pri- 
vate friendfhip  or  private  virtues,  to  ward  our  fettled  deter- 
mination not  to  vote  for  any  man,  at  a future  ele^ion, 
either  for  county,  town,  or  borough,  who  ffiall  acl  in  oppo- 
lition  to  our  inflruClions,  and  who  will  not  fubfcribe  a tefl  to 
obey  them  previous  to  the  eleclion,  or  who  fliall  abfent  him- 
felf  when  thofe  queftions  on  which  we  inftruCl  him,  are  agi- 
tated in  Parliament. 

Refolved,  That  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of  Ire- 
land are  the  only  power  competent  to  make  laws  to  bind 

this 
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this  kingdom,  and  that  we  wdll  refift  the  execution  of  any 
other  laws  with  our  lives  and  fortunes.  • 

Refolved,  That  if  force  confituies  right y the  people  of  this 
country  have  a right  to  ufe  force  againfi:  the  man  who  dares 
to  maintain  doctrines  fubverlive  of  their  Conftitution  ; but 
as  the  object  is  beneath  the  national  refentment,  we  fhall 
only  bid  fuch  a man  beware  how  he  hereaher  trifles  with  the 
rights  of  his  country,  and  provokes  the  vengeance  of  a peo- 
ple determined  to  be  free.^ 

Refolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  refolutions  of 
the  Volunteer  Delegates,  aflembled  at  Dungannon  and  Bal- 
linafloe. 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  county  be  returned  to 
the  minority  in  Parliament,  and  particularly  to  our  country- 
men Anthony  Daly,  Sir  Henry  Lynch  Blofle,  and  Robert 
Dillon,  Efqrs. 

Refolved,  That  the  following  addrefles  be  prefentcd  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Denis  Daly,  and  W.  P.  Keating  Trench, 
Efqrs.  Reprefentativcs  in  Parliament  for  this  county. 

To  Denis  Daly,  Bfi, 

SIR, 

There  is  a moment  in  the  affairs  of  nations  as  well  as 
of  individuals,  which  if  feized  and  happily  improved,  may 
lead  to  profperity,  if  neglected,  may  terminate  in  the  rivet- 
ting  of  its  oppreflions.  Such  a moment  is  the  prefent  : the 
eyes  of  Europe  are  upon  us,  and  pofterity  will  read  our  con- 
dvi£i  with  applaufe  or  execration,  according  to  the  ufe  we 

make 


* This  alluded  to  an  expreflion  which  fell  in  debate  from  the  late  Lord 
Clonmely  and  which  was  afterwards  taken  notice  of  at  different  public 
meetings. 
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make  of  the  opportunities,  which  a providential  comblnatioist 
of  events  has  afforded  us.  When  the  rights  of  a nation  be- 
come objedfs  of  public  queftion  or  difcuffion,  not  to  alfert  is 
to  relinquifh,  to  hefitate  is  to  betray^  The  die  is  caft ; if 
we  advance  with  a manly  and  determined  ftep,  we  enfure 
fuccefs ; if  we  recede  or  divide,  we  fink  for  ever  ; in  fo  awful 
an  hour,  who  is  the  man  that,  however  unwilling  to  provoke 
the  queftion,  will  not  in  the  day  of  trial  be  found  in  his  poft  t 
Your  private  opinion.  Sir,  muft  give  way  to  the  national 
voice  *,  the  affemblage  of  qualities  which  formed  and  elevated 
your  charadler,  raifed  you  to  one  of  the  moft  exalted  fitua- 
tions  a fubje£t  could  arrive  at.  Your  abilities  remain,  we 
have  relied  on  your  integrity  ; yet,  we  cannot  but  lament, 
that  at  the  moment  we  flood  in  need  of  all  the  inftucncc  of 
fuch  a chara£ler,  its  brightnefs  fhould  have  been  fhaded, 
and  its  weight  loft  to  the  nation,  by  being  placed  in  a ftation 
in  which,  however  chafte,  it  may  at  feaft  be  fufpedled.  But 
waving  at  prefent  the  eonftderation  of  this  fubjedl,  we  now 
call  upon  you,  as  one  of  our  Reprefentatives,  as  you  value 
' our  future  approbation  and  fupport,  to  give  your  fullcft 
affiftance  to  the  following  meafures,  whenever  they  fhall  be 
propofed  in  Parliament,  viz.  A declaration  of  our  national 
rights ; an  ademption  of  the  ajfumed  ponver  of  the  Privy  Coun^ 
cil  to  fop  or  alter  hills ; a mutiny  hill  limited  in  its  duration  ; a 
hill  rendering  the  fudges  independent  of  the  Crown  ; and  a hill 
to  reduce  the  expences  of  this  nation  to  a level  with  its  revenues^ 
as  we  cannot  conceive  a condufl  more  infane,  than  for  a 
people  fcarce  emerging  from  ruin,  like  a profligate  heir,  to 
anticipate  its  funds,  and  ground  certain  extravagance  on  un~ 
certain  profperity.^’ 

To  W.  P.  Keating  Trench,  Pfq, 

SIR, 

“ The  prefent  period  calls  upon  every  man  in  this  coun- 
try to  take  an  active  and  decided  part  in  the  common  caufe. 

The 


Collectanea  politica.  21 1 

The  nation  is  not  now  to  be  trifled  with.  Upon  our  con- 
dud  at  this  eventful  hour,  depends  the  eftablifhment  of  our 
Conftitution,  and  the  liberties  of  unborn  generations.  Wc 
fhall  not,  Sir,  fuffer  our  attention  to  be  drawn  from  the 
great  objeds  in  which  v/e  are  engaged,  by  a retrofped  into 
- your  paft  parliamentary  condud,  however  dixTonant  in  many 
points  from  our  opinions  ; but  we  call  upon  you,  if  you  va- 
lue our  future  approbation,  to  give  your  fullefl  fupport  to 
the  following  meafures  whenever  they  (hall  be  agitated  in 
Parliament,  viz.  A declaration  of  our  national  rights  j an 
ademption  of  the  power  of  the  Privy  Council  to  ftop  or 
alter  bills  5 a mutiny  bill  limited  ia  its  duration  ; a bill  to 
render  the  Judges  independent  of  the  Crown  ; and  a bill  to 
reduce  the  national  expences  to  a level  with  its  revenues.’* 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Eledors  of  the  Univerflty,  on  the 
2d  of  April,  the  following  Addrefs  was  unanimoufly  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  prelented  to  their  Reprefentatives  : 

To  the  Right  Honourable  W ALTER  BURGH,  and  JOHN 
FITZ  GIBBON,  EJq.  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament  for  the 
Univerftiy  of  Dublin. 

Gentlemen^ 

- t 

When  the  murmurs  of  a people,  ftruggling  for  their  rights, 
have  been  heard  even  in  the  quiet  retreat  of  fciencej  we 
Ihould  deem  it  a breach  of  duty  to  our  countrymen  and  our- 
felves,  did  we  negled  to  fecond  their  virtuous"  exertions  : we 
are  never  forward  in  political  contefts  ; we  fhall  always  be 
decided  and  fteady  ; although  we  have  not  been  the  firfl:  to 
complain  of,  yet,  we  have  not  been  the  laft  to  feel  the  re- 
peated  injuries  this  country  has  fuffered,  not  only  from 
thofe  who  may  have  feparate  duties  and  feparate  interefls, 

but 
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but  from  men  who  are  bound  by  the  ftrongeft  duty,  and  the 
dearefl  intereft,  to  vindicate  its  rights,  and  cherilh  its  prof- 
perity. 

The  power  of  binding  Ireland  by  a£ls  of  a foreign  Legif^ 
lature,  is  what  nothing  but  afpirit  of  arrogance  or  oppreffioa 
would  infift  upon,  nothing  but  the  moft  abject  fervility  fub- 
jnit  to ; for  we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the  appearance  of  a 
claim  which  irritates  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  would  be 
retained,  unlefs  there  w^as  an  intention  of  enforcing  this 
claim  hereafter  ; we  are  therefore  convinced,  that  an  ex^ 
prefs  declaration  of  rights,  is  the  only  meafure  upon  which 
this  country  can  build  its  legiflative  independence,  and  that 
a reluflance  to  affert  the  conftitutlon  of  the  -land,  may  fur- 
nifli  Great  Britain  with  a pretence  for  denying  the  juflice  of 
our  requifition. 

We  do  not  think  the  prefent  fituation  of  Great  Britain  to 
be  any'objedlion  againft  fuch  a declaration,  as  we  can  never 
fuppole  that  fhe  could  derive  Brength  from  our  weaknefs,  or 
any  fecurity  to  her  liberties  from  the  oppreffion  of  ours , 
and  time  is  undoubtedly  to  be  preferred  for  the  afler- 
tion  of  our  rights,  when  the  object  is  likely  to  be  obtained 
with  the  ieail  ftruggle. 

Theinfecure  attachment  of  Ireland  to  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land at  a former  period,  furnifhed  a pretext  for  divefting 
the  Houfes  of  Parliament  of  their  right  to  originate  bills, 
unlefs  previoufly  certified  into  England  under  the  Great  Seal 
of  this  kingdom  ; now,  as  the  loyalty  of  this  country  for  fe- 
veral  centuries  paff,  fo  often  tried,  and  fo  often  acknowledg- 
ed, has  removed  every  caufe  of  diftruft,  we  conceive  that  this 
injurious  and  humiliating  reBridlion  fhould  alfo  ceafe. 
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The  dependance  of  the  Judges  of  Ireland  on  the  will  of 
th€  Sovereign,  may,  in  the  hands  of  an  afpirlng  Monarch, 
prove  a powerful  iuflrument  of  oppreffion  ; now,  holding 
onrfelves  entitled  to  every  conftitutional  fecurity  which  oui* 
lifter  kingdom  poftefles,  we  conftder  it  neceftary  that  the 
Judges  of  this  kingdom  fhould  be  made  equally  independent 
with  thofe  of  Great  Britain, 

But  fince  every  advantage  which  could  refult  from  thefe 
reformations  muft  he  precarious,  as  long  as  a perpetual  mu- 
tiny bill  exifts,  by  which,  force  may  be  made  to  fuperfede 
right,  and  the  foldiery  of  Ireland  are  fubjedted  to  trial  and 
punifhment  by  any  future  articles  of  war,  which  the  King  and 
Privy  Council  of  Great  Britain  may  think  proper  to  adopt  ; 
we  are  perfuaded,  that  every  conceflion  muft  be  imperfeift, 
unlefs  accompanied  by  the  repeal  of  fo  dangerous  a law. 

We  therefore  expefl  you  will  exert  your  moft  ftrenuous 
efforts,  to  obtain  a declaration  of  the  rights  of  Ireland  ; a re- 
peal or  fatisfajdlory  explanation  of  the  law  of  Poynings’ ; an 
act  for  making  the  tenure  of  the  Judges  independent  of  the 
Crown  ; and  a rt^peal  of  the  perpetual  mutiny  bill. 

We  declare.  That  thefe  are  our  fixed  and  unalterable  fen- 
tlments,  and  we  are  convinced  that  nothing  fhort  of  the  re- 
quifitions  herein  contained,  can  be,  in  any  degree,  fatisfac^ 
tory  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 

It  is  our  wifti  to  render  the  connexion  between  this  coun-* 
try  and  Great  Britain  as  clofe  and  permanent  as  pollible, 
and  we  are  perfuaded  that  this  is  only  to  be  accompli ftied  bjr 
abolifhing  all  ufurped  authority  of  the  one  over  the  other, 
and  removing  every  invidious  diftin^lion  between  the  Con« 
^Btutions  of  two  countries,  equally  entitled  to  be  free. 
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To  this  Addrefs  the  following  Anfwers  were  returned  : 

'To  the  Eledlors  of  the  Unlverfity. 

,Gentlemen^ 

■ When  I reflecH:  on  my  paft  parliamentary  condii£t,  It  af- 
fords me  the  highefl:  fatisfaflion,  -to  find  that  it  entirely  cor- 
refponds  with  the  tenor  of  your  inftru£lions.  Whenever  the 
objects  that  you  recommend  have  come  into  difeuflion,  I 
have  given  them  my  uniform  and  decided  fupport.  My  con- 
dudl  has  been  founded  upon  principles,  which  no  motives  of 
intereft  or  ambition  have  been  able  to  (hake,  and  in  which 
1 fhall  perfevere  unto  the  lafl;  hour  of  my  life. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  greateft  refpeeV, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  mofl:  faithful  humble  fervant, 

WALTER  BURGH.=^ 

To  the  Eleflors  of  Trinity  College. 

Gentlemen^ 

I am  juft  now  honoured  with  your  inftrufllons,  which 
have  been  forwarded  to  me  by  poft. 'Be  afiured,  that  I fhall 
always  feel  the  utmoft  fatisfadlion  in  receiving  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  that  very  great  and  refpeclable  body  which  I have 
the  honour  to  reprefent,  and  that  you  fhall  ever  find  me 
ready,  to  the  beft  of  my  ability,  to  vindicate  your  rights. 

I have  always  been  of  pplnlpn,  that  the  claim  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Parliament  to  make  laws  for  this  country,  is  a daring 
ufurpation  on  the  rights  of  a free  people,  and  have  uniformly 

afierted 

it  ^ _ ■ ■ . - • 

• Afterwards  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 
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alTcrtcd  this  opinion  both  in  public  and  in  private.  When 
a declaration  of  the  legiftative  right  was  moved  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  I did  oppofe  it,  upon  a decided  conviftion  that 
it  was  a meafure  of  a dangerous  tendency,  and  withal  inade- 
quate to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  intended.  However, 
I do,  without  hefitation,  yield  my  own  opinion  upon  this 
fubjedl  to  yours,  and  will,  whenever  fuch  a declaration  lhall 
be  moved,  give  it  my  fupport, 

With  refpefl  to  an  explanation  of  the  law  of  Poyning,  I 
confefs,  the  more  I confider  the  fubjeiSc,  the  more  difficult  it 
appears  tome.  Allow  me  to  remind  you,  that  the  Univer- 
fity  did,  upon  a very  recent  occafioii,  experience  that  this 
law,  in  its  prefent  form,  may  operate  beneficially.  A total 
repeal  of  it,  will  I hope,  pn  confideration,  appear  to  you  to 
he  not,  by  any  means,  a defirable  objefl— You  may  reft  af- 
fured,  that  the  beft  attention  which  I can  give  to  the  fubje6t 
fhall  be  exerted  ; and  I truft  and  doubt  not,  that  upon  a 
communication  with  you  upon  this  topic,  I lhall  be  able  to 
give  you  full  fatisfaclion. 

I agree  with  you  moft  warmly,  that  any  advantage  which 
we  may  derive  from  reformation  muft  be  precarious,  fo  long 
as  the  articles  of  war  fhall  continue  to  be  a permanent  and 
eftablifhea  branch  of  municipal  law,  which  they  certainly  are 
under  the  prefent  act  for  regulating  the  King’s  army  in  Ire- 
land. I have  not  a doubt  in  my  mind,  that  a perpetual  mu- 
tiny law  lays  the  foundation  of  a military  government  in 
this  country  *,  upon  this  principle  I did  oppofe  it  as  ftrenu- 
oufly  as  I could,  from  the  firft  moment  it  was  introduced 
into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  upon  this  principle  I will, 
whilft  I live,  make  every  effort  within  my  power  to  procure 
a repeal  of  it.  1 he  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  this 
country  is  certainly  an  objedt  of  the  firft  importance. 
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and  therefore  I will,  at  all  times,  concur  in  any  meafure 
which  can  be  propofed  to  make  the  Judges  of  the  land 
independent  and  reipeiflable. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen,  : : * . » 

With  great  refpe^V, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 
Very  humble  fervant, 

. - . - JOHN  FITZGIBBONif 

In  thefe  anfwers  we  have  the  concurrent  opinion  of  two 
eminent  judicial  charadters — thelaftof  whom,  flill  continues 
an  ornament  to  the  higheft  lituation  in  the  law  department  ^ 
the  former  we  have  to  regret  is  now  no  more  but  his  me- 
mory will  exift  in  the  minds  of  his  countrymen,  whilft  pa- 
triotic integrity,  found  learning,  eminent  abilities,  and  every 
amiable  virtue  deferve  to  be  held  in  remembrance. 


f Now  Ear!  of  Clare  and  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 
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tits  Majejlys  Anfiuer  to  the  Addrefs  on  the  Portugal  Buftnefs, 
Lord  Carlijlds  reJtgnatioti.—^^lVlri'Edens  conduEi  in  the  Bru 
tij}}  Parliament.-^- Debates  there  relative  to  the  Legijlative 
Freedom  of  Ireland.— Mejfage  from  his  Tvlajefty  to  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland.-— Debates.-— Addrefs  to  his  Majejly.-  — 
Proceedings  in  the  Hoiife  of  Commons.— Pe ward  voted  to 
Mr.  Grattan  for  his  eminent  Services^  ^c. 

TT7E  return  now  to  the  Parliamentary  proceedings  in 
^ ^ both  kingdoms.  With  refpedt  to  the  affairs  with 
Portugaly  Mr.  Secretary  Eden^  on  the  5th  of  March  1782, 
communicated  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  his  Majefty’s  gra-* 
cious  anfvver  to  the  addrefs,  which  was  as  follows  : 

“ His  Majefl-y  has  received  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  with  that  affectionate  fatisfaClion,  which  their 
profeffions  of  duty,  loyalty  and  zealous  attachment  to  his 
Perfon  and  Royal  Family  never  fail  to  excite  in  his  Majeffy's 
breaft  ; and  his  Majefty  does  not  admit  a doubt,  that  thofe 
principles  will  continue  to  conftitute,  as  they  have  hitherto 
invariably  done,  a'  moft  diftinguifhed  part  of  the  character 
of  his  people  of  Ireland. 

^ His  Majefty  gives  his  faithful  Commons  the  ftrongeft 
affurances  that  the  confidence  they  fo  dutifully  repofe  in  his 
paternal  protection,  which  has  been  conftantly  exerted  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  his  reign,  in  promoting  and  eftablifhing 
the  profperity  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland^  is  mod  juft  y 
founded,  as  no  purpofe  is  nearer  his  Majefty’s  heart  than  to 
afford  them  every  folid’ proof  of  that  protection. 

VoL.  I.  P . . 
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« His  Majefty  is  not  furprised  that  his  faithful  Cornmon^j 
always  attentive  to  true  interell  of  this  country,  fhould 
have  obferved,  with  alarm  and  concern^  the  obftruclion 
given  in  the  ports  of  Portugal  to  the  importation  of  Iri/I^ 
woollen  and  printed  linen  manufa<Slnres  into  that  kingdom 
and  the  full  fatisfaclron  which  the  Hoiife  of  Commons  ex- 
pfefs  in  his  Majefty^s  folicitude  upon  this  important  fubje61:> 
and  in  his  unremitted  endeavours  to  open  the  eyes  of  Portu- 
gal, not  only  to  the  true  fenfe  of  the  treaties  between  the 
two  Crowns,  but  to  a jn  11:  under  Handing  of  her  own  real 
interefts,  is  gracioufly  accepted  by  his  IVlajefty. 

His  Majefty  applauds  the  temper  and  moderation  of  his 
Commons  upon  this  occafion  ; fuch  a ‘ conduct  is  always  be- 
coming of  their  prudence  and  wifdom,  but  particularly  fo  in 
the  prefent  iuftance,  as  it  affords  time  for  further  exertions 
towards  bringing  this  buftnefs  to  a happy  conclufion  ; and 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  may  reft  aftured,  that  his  Majeftv’ 
will  perfevere  in  every  pofllble  effort  for  the  attainment  of 
that  defirabie  end.”f 

Two  national  fubjects,  now  engaged  the  attention  of  Par- 
liament— Legijlative  Freedom-^2^\di  the  extenfion  of  further 
relief  to  Roman  Catholics.  We  fhail  confider  thefe  feparately. 

A general  change  having  taken  place  in  the  BritiJlj  Minify 
try,  Mr.  Eden  went  to  London,  with  Lord  CarhJIe^s  rcCiguTL- 
tion  of  the  Lieutenancy  of  this  kingdom,  deftring  only  time 
to  make  fome  neceffary  arrangements,  and  to  clofe  the  Sef- 
fion  of  Parliament.  On  the  14th  of  April,  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland  arrived  in  Dublin,  and  immediately  took  • 
upon  him  the  Chief  Government  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Eden,  very  fpeedily  after  his  arrival  in  England,  laid 
before  the  Britifti  Parliament,  a view  of  the  political  hiftory 

of 
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of  Ireland^  during  the  two  laft  years  j acquainted  the  Houfe 
with  the  meafures  which  (he  faid)  were  then  forming,  for 
rendering  it  totally  independent  of  the  Britilli  Legidature  ; 
and  concluded  with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  re- 
peal lb  much  of  the  adt  of  6th  Geo.  1.  as  averted  a right  in 
the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britaitiy  to  make  laws  to 
bind  this  kingdom. 

The  precipitation  with  which  a bufinefs  of  fuch  magni- 
tude and  importance  was  thus  attempted  to  be  forced  on  the 
Houfe,  without  previous  communication  with  any  of  his 
Majefty’s  Minifters,  or  knowledge  of  their  intentions,  was 
feverely  cenfured,  and  the  more  efpecially  as  it  appeared  that 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  refufed  to  give  any  official 
information  to  Government  relative  to  the  date  of  the  coun- 
try he  had  juft  left.  Mr.  Edeny  though  loudly  called  on  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  perdfted  in  urging  its  neceffity,  and 
in  vindication  of  his  own  conduiSt  dated,  that  the  reafon  of 
his  refudng  to  have  any  communication  wdth  his  Majedy^s 
prefent  fervants,  was  the  great  want  of  attention  to  the  Earl 
of  Carlijley  which  they  had  dievvn  in  the  mode  of  appoint- 
ing his  fucceflbr,  and  in  his  removal  from  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nancy of  the  Ead  Riding  of  Yorkfldre.  This  apology 
ferved  rather  to  increafe  the  difpleafure  of  the  Houfe  *,  a mo- 
tion of  cenfure  on  his  conduid  was  threatened,  and  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  he  was  at  lad  brought  to^ comply  with 
the  general  wifli  of  the  Houfe,  in  withdrawing  his  motion. 

. Mr.  Fo:k  informed  the  Houfe  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate, 
that  the  Miniders  of  the  Crown,  during  the  Ihort  time  they 
had  been  in  office,  had  actually  held  three  or  four  Councils, 
folely  on  the  affairs  of  Irelandy  and  that  he  hoped  very  foon, 
perhaps  within  the  next  four  and  twenty  hours,  to  lav  fome 
preparatory  meafure  before  them.  Accordingly  the  next 
day  he  brought  a meffage  from  his  Majedy  to  inform  the 

P 2 ^ Houfe, 
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Houfe,  “ That  being  concerned  to  find  difcontents  andjea- 
' loufies  prevailing  amongft  his  loyal  fubje^ls  in  Ireland-,  oif 
matters  of  great  weight  and  Importance,  he  earnefily  recom- 
mended to  the  Houfe  to  take  the  fame  into  their  moft  ferious 
confideration,  in  order  to  fuch  a final  adjuftment,  as  might 
give  mutual  fatisfa^lion  to  both  kingdoms.”  A'  meffage  to 
the  fame  efre<Sl  was  delivered  to  the  Lt»rds,  the  fir  ft  day  of 
their  meeting,  and  addrelTes  were  unanimoufly  voted  by  botk 
Houfes* 

tt  h'erng  the  declared  intention  of  AdmlniftrationTn  Great 
Britain,  to  proceed  in  this  arduous  bufinefs,  in  concert  with 
the  Parliament  ofi  Ireland,  a meffage  conceived  in  terms 
fimilar  with  thofe  prefented  to  the  Englifii  Houfes,  was 
communicated  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  hcre'y  foon  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Portland', 

This  meffage  was  delivered  by  the  late  Right  Hon.  John 
liely  Phtchinfon,  then  his  Majefty’s  principal  Secretary  of 
State  in  this  kingdom,  who  thereupon  declared  he  had  no 
authority  to  fay  any  thing  further  from  his  Grace  *,  but 
could  not  avoid  congratulating  his  country  on  this  mefiage, 
and  exprefiing  his  opinion,  that  a hfobleman  of  fuch  high 
rank  and  charatfter  would  not  have  refbrted  to  this  Govern- 
ment with  fuch  uncommon  tfifpatch,  and  in  the  rardft  of  a 
Sellion,  but  for  purpofes  the  moft  falutary  and  beneficent  to 
this  kingdom.  He  begged  to  fay  a few  words,  not  as  an 
officer  of  the  Crown,  but  as  a Gentleman  of  the  country. — 
As  to  the  right  of  this  kingdom  to  be  bound  by  no  other 
laws  but  thofe  made  by  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of 
Ireland,  he  had  always  afierted  it  from  the  feat  of  judicature 
as  a Judge  ; and  in  this  Houfe  as  a Reprefentative  of  the 
T^eople.  He  fhould  be  glad  that  every  man  in  Great  Britain 
underftood  what  every  man  underftood  here,  that  the  claim 
v.'as  not  new,  it  was  as  old  as  the  invafion  of  the  right  ; 

the 
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■the  principal  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland  .In  the  year 
1741,  complained  of  it  as  an  innovation  unknown  to  their 
anceftors.  Soon  after  the  reftoration,  the  Speaker  of  the 
-Houfe  of  Commons,  in  an  addrel's  to  the ’Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  in  the  prefence  of  bcth  Houf^s,  ftateJ  the  ri^ht  of  Ire- 
land to  be  governed  only  by  laws  made  by  her  own  Parlia- 
ment ; and  foon  after  the  revolution,  this  queftion  was 
placed  out  of  the  reach  of  controverfy,  by  the  vyork  of  a 
great  fcholar  and  philofopher.  ^ 

He  then  mentioned  -Gr  ait  an  m =terms  of  the  highefl 

.rerpe<ft,  and  laid  he  muft  ever  live  in  tlie  hearts  of  his  coun- 
7t-rymen  ; but  the  prefent  age  and  poftcrity  would  be  indebt- 
ed to  him  for  the  greatefc  of  all  obligations,  and  would,  but 
he  hoped,  ..at  a great  diftance  of  time,  inferibe  on  his'-tomb, 
that  he  had  redeemed  the  liberties  of  his  country.  ' He  Laid, 
t-hat  whatever  mode  fliould  be  propofed  for  the  declaration  of 
this  right,  in  terms  the  moffc  unequivocal  and  explicit,  whe- 
ther by  vote,  addrefs,  or  bill,  Ihouid  receive  his  ftronged 
fuppqrt,  provided  it  contained  fuch  fentiments  of  duty  and 
loyalty  to  the  King,  and  affection  to  our  felIow-rubje<fl;s  of 
Great  .Britain,  as  every  man  in  this  nation  felt.  When  this 
point  was  fully  eftablHhed,  it  would  Jet  in  new  light  on 
•ether  parts  of  the  Conifitution.  He  had  confidcred  thofe 
^atutes,  called  Poynin^’s  law,  as  containing  ftrong  argu- 
ments in  fuppert  of  the  independence  of  the  Irifh  Legifla- 
ture  5 but  this  independence  being  ehablifhed,  or  at  the  eve 
of  being  fo,  he  fliouid  agree  to  a bill  for  the  modification  of 
Poyniiig’s  law,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  flopping  or  altering  our 
bills  in  our  Privy  Council,  or  the  alteration  of  them  elfe- 
where  j for  he  could  never  agree  to  give  any  other  Privy 
Council  a _wer  which  we  took  from  our  own, 

po  ... 

He  thought  it  neceffary  that  the  mutiny  bill  fhould  be 
made  triennial.  He  voted  for  it  as  fuch  on  jts  firft  intro- 
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t Molyneux,  £fq.  Author  of  the  “ Cafe  af  hdaodf  i^e. 


222 


crollectanea  politita. 


duc\ion»  The  confequence  was,  his  having  been  reprefenU 
ed  very  unjuftly,  as  inimical  to  the  Government  which  he 
had  lo  long  ferved  with  zeal  and  conftancy.  He  voted  for 
the  prcicnt  a^cto  prevent  that  difturbance  of  the  public  tran- 
quillity which  the  reje(fl;ion  of  it  would  have  imnaediately 
and  unavoidably  occafioned,  but  had  declared  at  the  fame 
time,  his  opinion  in  favour  of  a limited  bill.  He  obferved, 
that  there  were  objects  of  fuch  great  national  concern,  as 
could  only  be  obtained  by  the  fpirit  of  the  people  ; that  fplrit 
v/as  now  become  univerfal  ; and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Reprefen  tat  ives  of  the  People,  to  repeat  the  public  voice, 
and  to  conform  their  conduct  to  the  determined  fpirit  of  the; 
nation.  He  recommended,  to  proceed  with  unanirnity  and 
iirmiiefs,  with  that  duty,  loyalty  and  attachment,  which 
they  enved  to  their  Sovereign,  and  with  that  regard  to  the 
infeparable  .connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms,  which 
the  Conftitution  of  Ireland,  and  the  mutual  interefts  of 
both  kingdoms  required.  > 

Mr.  George  Ponfonby  moved,  that  a dutiful  and  loyal 
addrefs  Ihould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  thapking  hint 
for  his  mod:  gracious  meilage,  and  aiuiring  him,  that  his 
faithful  Commons  would  immediately  proceed  upon  the 
great  objeefts  he  had  recommended  to  their  confideration. 

I\Ir.  Grattan  faid,  he  would  ftate  to  the  Houfe  his  reafons 
for  changing*  in  fome  meafure,  the  form  of  the  addrefs  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Plon.  Gentleman,  and  hoped  to  induce  the 
Houfe,  rather  to  declare  that  they  had  conhdered  the  caufes 
of  jcaloufy  ; and  that  they  were  contained  in  his  original 
motion  for  a declaration  of  rights,  which  he  would  now 
move  as  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs.  He  faid  he  had 
nothing  to  add,  but  to  admire  by  what  fteady  virtue  the 
people  had  alTerted  their  own  rights.  He  was  not  very  old, 
and  yet,  he  remembered  Ireland  a child.  He  had  watched 
|ier  growth  ; from  infancy  fhe  grew  to  arms ; from  arms  to 
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libertj-.  She  was  not  now  afraid  of  the  French  ; ihe  was  not 
now  afraid  of  the  Englifh  ; flie  was  not  now  afraid  of  her- 
felf.  Her  ions  were  no  longer  an  arbitrary  gentry  j a ruined 
commonalty  ; Proteftants  oppreSng  Catholics,  Catholics' 
groaning  under  opprelHon — -but  fhe  was  now  a unifed  land. 

Turn,  (faid  he),  to  the  refl:  of  Eprope,  you  will  find  ths 
antieyit  fpirit  every  where  expired.  Sweden  has  lofl:  her  li- 
i)erty,  England  is  declining ; the  other  nations  fupport  their 
confequence  on  the  remembrance  of  a mighty  name,  but  ye 
are  the  ordy  people  Y.'ho  have  recovered  your  Conftitution — . 
who  have  recovered  it  by  heady  virtue.  Ye  not  only  excell 
modern  Europe,  but  ye  excell  what  ihe  can  boaft  of  old. — = 
Whenever  great  revolutions  were  made  in  favour  of  liberty, 
they  were  owing  to  the  quick  feeling  of  an  irrefiflible  popu- 
lace, excited  by  fome  ftrong  objecl  prefented  to  their  fenfes. 
Such  an  objecl  was  the  daughter  of  Virginlup — facrificed  to 
virtue  ; and  fuch  the  .feven  bilhops,  wdiofe  meagre  and  hag- 
gard looks  expreffcd  the  rigour  of  their  fuSering  : hut  no 
hihory  can  produce  .an  inflance  of  men  like  yoiy,  nauhng  for 
years  upon  oppreiEon,  and  then,  upon  a determination  of 
right,  RESCUING  THE  LAND.  You  will  find  that  the  fup- 
portcrs  of  liberty  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firh,  mixed 
their  fentiments  of  conhitution  with  principles  cf  gloomy 
bigotry ; but  amongft  us,  you  fee  delegates  of  the  North, 
advocates  for  the  Catholics  of  the  South  ; the  Prefoytery  of 
Bangor  mixing  the  milk  of  humanity  with  the  benignity  of 
the  gofpel — as  Chrifllans  tolerant — as  Irhhmen  united. — 
This  Houfe  agreeing  wkh  th^  defires  of  the  nation,  pahed 
the  Popery-bill,  and  by  fo  doing  got  more  than  it  gave  ; yet 
found  advantages  from  generolity,  and  grew  rich  in  the 
yery  adlof  charity.  Ye  gave  not,  but  ye  formed  an  alliance 
between  the  Proteilant  and  the  Catholic  powers,  for  the 
fecurity  of  Ireland. 

P 4 


Fortunately'* 


224-  CoHectanea  PoTittca. 

Fortunately  for  us,  England  did  not  take  the  lead ; her 
Minifter  did  not  take  the  lead  in  the  reftoration  of  our 
rights  j if  fhe  had,  we  fliould  have  funk  under  the  obliga- 
tion, and  given  back  in  fteepifh  gratitude  the  whole  advan- 
tage •,  but  the  virtue^  the  pride  of  the  people  was  our  refource, 
and  it  is  right  that  people  fliould  have  a lofty  conception  of 
theaafelves  •,  though  it  is  wonderful  they  (hould  preferve 
their  ancient  pride,  not  having  amongft  them  any  of  thofe 
outward  and  vifible  figns  of  glary,  thofe  monuments  of  their 
heroic  ancefcors,  fuch  as  were  wont  to  animate  the  ancient 
Greeks  and  Romans,  and  roufe  them  in  their  country’s  caufe. 
They  had  nothing,  fuch  as  thefe,  to  call  forth  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  land,  and  therefore  it  is  aftonifhing  they  (hould 
preferve  their  pride  *,  but  more  aftonilhing,  that  they  fhould 
proceed  with  a temper  feldom  found  amongft  the  injured, 
and  a fuccefs  never  but  with  the  virtuous.  They  have  no 
trophies,  but  the  hhert^  they  tranfmit  to  their  pofterity  is 
more  than  trophy.  What  fets  one  nation  up  above  another, 
but  the  foul  that  dwells  therein  ? for  it  is  of  no  avail,  that 
the  arm  be  ftrong  if  the  foul  be  not  great.  What  fignifies 
it,  that  three  hundred  men  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons — 
what  fignifies  it  that  onehundred  men  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
aiTert  their  country’s  liberty^  if  imfupported  by  the  people  ? 
Bu-t  there  is  not  a man  in  Ireland — there  is  not  a grand  jury 
— there  i'  not  an  aiTociation — -there  is  not  a corps  of  volun- 
teers—-the*  e is  not  a meeting  of  their  delegates,  which  does 
not  maintain  the -independence  of  the  Irifh  Conftitution,  and 
pledge  themfelves  to  fupport  the  Parliament  in  fixing  that 
Conftuution  on  Irs  rightful  bafts.  Gentlemen  will  perceive 
that  : allude  to  the  tranfa<ftion  at  Dungannon  ; not  long 
ago  the  meeting  at  Dungannon  was  coniidered  as  a very 
alarming  rneafure  ; but  I thought  otherwife — I approved  of 
it,  and  conftdered  the  meeting  of  Dungannon  as  an  original 
iranf  Elion,  A.-  fuch  only  it  was  matter  of  furprize.  What 
jnore  extraordinary  tr^nfatffton  than  the  attainment  of 
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Magna  Charta  ? It  was  not  attained  in  Parliament,  but  by 
the  Barons,  armed  and  in  the  field.  A great  original  tranf- 
aftion  is  not  founded  in  precedent,  it  contains  in  itfelf  both 
reafon  and  precedent  ; the  revolution  had  no  precedent — - 
the  Chriftian  religion  Had  no  precedent- — the  Apodles  had 
no  precedent. 

In  this  country  every  man  has  a {hare  in  the  Government, 
and  in  order  to  a£I  or  fpeak  they  mufl:  confer.  Now,  did 
not  necefiity  compel  them  to  act— -did  not  necefHty  compel 
them  to  I'peak — and  will  not  their  refolutions  tend  to  redore  . 
the  rights  of  their  country — they  refolve,  that  a claim  of 
any  body  of  men,  other  than  the  King,  Lords  and  Com- 
mons of  Ireland,  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  kingdom,  is  un- 
cpnftitutional  and  a grievance,” 

Is  there  any  man  who  will  deny  It,  for  what  were  volun? 
teer  afTociations  formed,  but  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
law  ? What  is  Poyning^s  law,  and  the  unconftitutional  power 
of -the  Irilh  or  Englilh  Privy  Council,  but  a grievance 
What  is  a perpetual  Mutiny-bill,  but  a grievance  ? Is  there 
any  man  who  will  deny  it,  or  fay  that  we  have  not  caufe  to ' 
complain  of  this  execrated  ftatiite  ? And  if  you  feel  the  in- 
jury, the  people  are  ready  to  fupport  you.  They  proteft 
againft  an  independent  army — againft  a dependant  Leglfla- 

ture — againft  the  abomination  of  a foreign  Legiftature 

againft  the  aiTumed  authority  of  Council  ; they  were  more 
coriftitutional  than  more  formal  aftemblies— they  have  pro- 
tefted  only  againft  what  Parliament  ought  to  redrefs  ; and 
pray.  Sir,  have  not  the  conftituents  a right_to  inform  their 
Keprefentatives  ? Let  other  nations  bafely  fuppofe  that  the 
people  were  made  for  Government ; we  alTert  that  Govern;  ' 
rnent  was  made  for  the  people  ; great  and  auguft  as  they 
are,  they  do  but  perform  their  periodical  revolutions  ; even 
the  Crown,  that  great  luminary,  whofe  brightnefs  they  all 
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aeflefl’,  receives  his  chearing  fire  from  the  flame  9f  tlie 
Conftitution,  and  therefore  we  may  feek  the  fentiments  of 
public  meetings  ; and  when  we  fpeak,  let  us  fpeak  with  ef- 
fect : Let  us  fpeak  to  the  King  as  to  a man  who  has  feelings 
like  ourfelves,  and  like  ourfelves  will  fpeak  the  claims  of 
liberty. 

Did  you  ever  imagine  that  the  men  who  ufed  to  be  laugh- 
ed at  in  your  ftreets — did  you  imagine  that  they  who  were 
the  feoff  of  fancy  affe<n:ation,  Ihould  prove  the  faviours  of 
their  country  ? fliould  proceed  with  fuch  moderation  as  to  ■ 
he  dreadful  only  to  the  enemies  of  their  country  and  of  their 
country’s  Conftitution  r If  England  wifhes  well  to  Ireland, 
fhe  has  nothing  to  fear  from  her  ftrength.  The  Volunteers 
of  Ireland  would  die  in  fupport  of  England.  This  nation  is 
conne£led  with  England,  not  by  allegiance  only,  but  by  //- 
herty — the  Crown  is  one  great  point  of  union,  but  Magna 
Charta  is  a greater— we  could  get  a King  any  where,  but 
England  is  the  only  country  from  which  we  could  get  a Con- 
ftitution. We  are  not  united  with  England  as  Judge  Black- 
fioiie  has  foolifhly  faid,  by  conqueft,  but  by  charter.  Ireland 
hasBritifh  privileges,  and  is  by  them  connected  with  Britain 
— both  countries  are  united  in  liberty.  This  being  the  de- 
cided fenle  of  the  nation,  the  men  who  endeavoured  to  make 
our  connexion  with  England  quadrate  with  this  fenfe,  are 
friends  to  England.  We  are  friends  to  England  on  perfecl 
political  equality.  This  Houfe  of  Parliament  know  no  fu- 
pericr  ; the  men  of  Ireland  acknowledge  no  fuperiors  ; 
they  have  claimed  lav/s  under  the  Conftitution,  and  the  in- 
dependence of  Parliament  under  every  law  of  God  and  man. 

It  now  becomes  a matter  of  policy  as  well  as  of  right.  Will 
the  Noblemen,  the  Gentlemen,  the  armed  men  of  Ireland, 
ftoop  to  any  other  people  ? No,  never.  The  queftlon  is  put 
to  us  by  an  aft  lately  made — what  is  it  r but  that  America 
differing  from  Irelapd  in  not  having  a conftitution,  in  not 
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having  a charter  ; in  having  lefs  loyalty  than  Ireland — in 
having  fhed  much  Eriglifh  blood — that  America  fliali  be 
free  ! And  will  Ireland  fink  in  a new  point,  and  be  the  only 
nation  nvhofe  liberty  England  will  not  acknowledgej  and  ivboje 
offeBion  Jhe  cannot  fuhdue  P For  acknowledging  American 
liberty,  England  has  the  plea  of  neceffity  5 for  acknowledg- 
ing the  liberty  of  Ireland,  Ihe  has  the  plea  of  juftice.  The 
Britifii  nation,  if  Ihe  confults  with  the  head  or  with  the 
heart,  will  not,  or  cannot  refufe  our  claims  ; or  were  it  pof- 
fible  file  could  refufe,  J wJl  not  fubmit.  The  Members  of 
this  Houfe  cannot  fubmit ; we  have  received  honours  from 
the  people ; can  we  take  the  civic  crown  and  lay  it  at  the 
feet  of  Britifh  fupremacy  ? Shall  the  colonifts  of  America  be 
free,  and  the  loyal  people  of  Ireland  be  flavcs  ? No— -I  know 
the  Gentlemen  of  this  couiitry  too  well,  I know  they  will' 
not  fubmit.  The  fubmifllon  would  go  againft  their  perfonal 
eftimation  as  well  as  againft  their  public  right.  They  would 
not  fubmit  to  the  infult  iri  the  face  of  Europe. 

I have  done  with  the  fupremaples  of  England,  and  fhall 
now  fay  a word  ori  the  appellant  jurifaiflion  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords. 

I think  that  In  order  to  eradicate  every  caufe  of  jealoufy, 
the  final  judicature  fiiould  refide  in  the  Peers  of  Ireland — his 
the  conftitution  and  muft  be  reftored.  The  incompetence' 
of  the  Lords  to  decide  in  quefiions  of  law  is  no  argument  : 
The  lay  Lords  in  both  kingdoms  are  incompetent,  but  the 
law  Lords  are  competent,  or  why  are  they  Judges  ? Nor  can 
we  fear  any  abufe  of  this  power.  The  Lords  will  exercife 
with  caution  a power  reftored  to  them  by  the  virtue  of  their 
countrymen.  Befides,  let  us  recollect  that  to  reftore  this 
power  is  a matter  of  necefiity,  for  we  are  this  day  called  upon 
to  fettle  the  Conftitution  ; and  if  we  leave  any  thing  un- 
settled, if  we  leave  any  thing  unalTerted,  we  are  refponfible, 
''  The 
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The  people  of  England  are  indifferent  : I have  letters  which 
aifure  me  of  it,  and  that  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  ift 
was  oppofed,  becaufe  that  repeal  was  not  in  toto.  This  is 
the  opinion  of  Lord  Mahon,  ,an  Englifliman,  who  undcr- 
fiands  good  fenfe  and  conilitution.  I therefore  fuppofe 
England  meets  our  wifhes,  and  that  the  new  Miniftry  intend 
to  remove  every  fubje£l  of  difpute,  and  throw  themfelves  on 
the  fupport  of  the  people ; then  how  can  we  fupport  them,  if 
any  caufe  of  difpute  be  left  ? and  furely  this  is  caufe  for  fu- 
ture oppofition — England  has  faid,  ftate  your  grievances  j 
and  fhall  we  neglefl  to  do  fo  I If  we  do,  and  if  there  fliall 
be  general  meetings  of  the  People  and  of  the  Volu.nteers,  to 
complain  of  grievances  after  what  Is  intended  for  a final  ad- 
juftment,  would  not  England  think  that  there  was  fome- 
thinginfatiable  in  the  Irifh  people  ? Let  us  then  reftore  the 
appellant  jurifdidtion,  for  if  that  part  of  the  aft  be  not  re- 
pealed, they  leave  not  only  tte  claim  of  Britilh  fupremacjjr 
{landing  againft  us,  'but  they  leave  the  exercife  of  the  power 
exiting — It  mull  be  repealed  in  toto,  and  if  repealed,  their 
original  right  reverts  to  the  Peers  of  courfe.  Thus  you  mull 
cither  reftore  the  Lords  to  their  privilege,  if  you  mean  to 
remove  the  claim  and  exercife  of  Britifh  fupremacy,  or  you 
muft  diveft  them  of  it  by  Iriih  a£ts  of  Parliament.  But  will 
the  Peers  fubmit  to  this  ? Will  the  people  fubniit  ? Will 
you  expofe  Adminiftration  to  the  odium  of  fuch  an  acl  ? It 
cannot  be~the  iiluftrious  Houfe  of  Peers,  compofed  of  per- 
fons  of  the  firft  learning,  talents  and  abilities — aged  men, 
matured  in  wifdom — afpiring  youth,  animated  to  glory, 
never  will  reft  in  the  fafliionable  infignificance  to  which  they 
have  been  reduced — no,  they  fhall  fit  in  the  feat  of  their 
anceftors,  difpenling  juftice  to  their  country.  England  can 
have  no  objedion  to  this — fhe  is  not  fo  ambitious  of  the 
t/Quble  of  being  an  arbiter. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Grattan  again  returned  to"  the  Mutiny-bill  and  Poyn- 
Th'g^s  law,  which  he  condemned  in  the  moft  forcible  manner. 
He  laid  that  he  wiflied  to  become  the  decided  friend  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland^  for  removing  every  caufe  of  complaint 
from  Ireland,  and  that  thefe  were  the  term^  on  which  he 
was  ready  to  fupport  his  Government. 

•A  repeal  of  the  6th  of  Grorge  ift,  including  a reftoration 
ef  the  appellant  jurifdi(ttion  on  the  Lords, of  Ireland. 

An  abolition  of  the  unconflitutional  power  of  Privy 
Councils. 

And  a repeal  of  the  Mutiny-bill. 

A Judge  s-bill  he  refrained  from  mentioning,  as  he  had 
heard  it  was  returned. 

I cannot  imagine  (continued  he)  that  the  prefentMinifters  of 
England  will  oppofe  thofe  rights  of  the  Irilh  nation*,  they  have 
been  for  many  years  advocates  for  the  liberties  of  England 
and  of  the  colonies  ; it  was  the  great  rule  of  their  oppohtion, 
and  it  is  impollible  thatmen  wLo  are  ready  t«.  grant  indepen- 
dence to  Americac,  an  oppofe  the  independence  of  Ireland. 
If  the  Miniftry  loft  half  the  colonies  during  the  courfe  of  an 
unfuccersful  war,  Ireland  in  that  time  from  a colony  became 
a nation  j and  what  can  be  more  advantageous  to  the  de- 
clining Conftitution  of  Britain,  than  that  Ireland  fliould 
have  fpirlt  ? ‘ If  Minifters  have  the  fame  powers  and  the 
fame  fentiments  in  office  that  they  had  when  in  oppofttion, 
if  they  arc  not  afraid  of  Ireland,  if  they  mean  to  redrefs,  and 
not  merely  pacify  this  country,  they 'will  give  us  ample  and 
unqualified  redrefs  ; the  Irijh  people  then  are  \\\€\x  friends y the 
Volunteers  are  their  arrnyy  and  we  are  their  fupporters.  We 
will  give  them  a fupport  very  different  from  the  canting  of 
moderation,  or  that  fort  of  penfioned  loyalty  whofe  exertions 
never  went  beyond  thefe  walls  5 but  then  the  redrefs  muft 
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be  manly,  and  ftri^lly  conftitutional — there  muft  be  no  JJiuf* 
jling,  no  artful  delay.  I do  not  fay  that  Minifters  fhould  take 
the  lead  in  this  bufinefs  ; if  they  will  but  comply,  if  they 
will  not  oppofe  our  rights,  I will  fupport  their  Adminiftra- 
tioii  I am  very  far  from  faying,  that  under  the  prefent 
Government  independent  Gentlemen  may  not  accept  of 
places.  I think  that  places  are  now  honourable,  and  in 
taking  one  I fhould  be  the  friend  of  the  people  and  of  his 
Majefty’s  Governor.  I have  no  perfonal  knowledge  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  I was  not  acquainted  with  thofe  about 
him  j nay,  if  he  had  fent  for  me,  I am  perfuaded  I fliould 
have  declined  the  honour  of  feeing  him.  But  as  I believe 
his  Government  will  be  virtuous,  fo  far  he  fhall  have  ray 
free  fupport.  The  way  to  make  Minifters  oeconomical,  is  to 
fupport  them  for  nothing — upon  principles  of  virtue,  f 

Mr.  Grattan  then  moved,  which  was  resolved,  nem.  con, 

“ That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
to  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  moft 
gracious  melTage  to  this  Houfe,  figned  by  his  Grace  the  Lord 
Lieutenant. 

To  afture  his  Majefty  of  our  unfhaken  attachment  to 
his  Majefty’s  Perfon  and  Government,  and  of  our  lively  ' 
fenfe  of  his  paternal  care,  in  thus  taking  the  lead  to  admi- 
nifter  content  to  his  Majefty’s  fubjects  of  Ireland. 

“ That  thus  encouraged  by  his  Royal  interpofition,  w*s 
fhall  beg  leave,  with  all  duty  and  affeeftion,  to  lay  before  his 
Majefty  the  caufe  of  our  difcontents  and  jealoufies : To  af- 
fure  his  Majefty  that  his  fubje^s  of  Ireland  are  a fp.ee 
PEOPLE.  5 that  the  Crown  of  Ireland  is  an  Imperial  Crown, 
ihfeparably  annexed  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  on 
which  connexion  the  interefts  and  happinefs  of  both  nations 

. ^ ‘ - . eflentially 

t Parliaraeatary  Regift^r,  Ycl.  I,— Dublin  printed  by  J.  & W.  Porter, 
1782. 
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c^^entIall7  depend  ; but  that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  is  a 
diftindl:  kingdom,  with  a l^arliamcnt  of  her  own,  the  foie 
Legiflature  thereof ; that  there  is  no  body  of  men  compe- 
^nt  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  station,  except  the  King» 
Lords,  and  Commons  of  Ireland  ; nor  any  other  Parliament 
which  hath  any  authority  or  power,  of  any  fort  whatfoever, 
in  this  country,  fave  only  the  Parliament  ©f  Ireland.  To 
alTure  his  Majefty,  that  we  humbly  conceive  that  in  this 
right  the  very  eflence  of  our  liberties  exifts  ; a right  which 
*we,  on  the  part  of  all  the  people  of  Ireland,  do  claim  as 
their  birth-right,  and  whidi  we  cannot,  yield  but  with 

OUR  LIVES. 

“ To  alTure  his  Majefty  that  we  have  feen  with  concern 
certain  claims  advanced  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
in  an  aft  entitled  an  a(ft  for  the  better  fecuring  the  depen- 
dency of  Ireland : An  adl  containing  matter  entirely  irre- 
concileable  to  the  fundamental  rights  of  this  nation.  That 
we  conceive  this  adl,  and  the  claims  it  advances,  to  be  the 
great  and  principal  caufe  of  the  difeontents  and  jealouftes  in 
this  kingdom. 

<<  To  aftiire  his  Majefty  that  his  Majefty’s  Commons  of 
Ireland  do  moft  fincerely  wifti  that  all  the  bills  which  be- 
come law  in  Ireland,  ftiould  receive  the  approbation  of  his 
Majefty  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Britain  ; but  that  yet  wc 
do  conlider  the  praflice  of  fuppreffing  our  bills  in  the  Coun- 
cil of  Ireland,  or  altering  the  fame  any  where,'  to  be  another 
juft  caufe  of  difeontent  and  jealdufy. 

“ To  aiTure  his  Majefty  that  an  a<ft  entitled  an  act  for  the 
better  accommodation  of  his  Majefty’s  forces,  being  unlimit- 
ed in  duration,  and  defective  in  other  inftances,  but  palled 
in  that  fiiape  from  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  times, 
is  another  juft  caufe  of  difeoptent  and  jealoufy  in  this  king- 
dom. 


That 
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“ That  we  have  fubmitted  thefe  the  principal  caufes  o^ 
the  prefent  difcontent  and  jealoufy  of  Ireland,  and  remain 
in  humble  expeflation  of  redrefs. 

“ That  we  have  the  greateft  reliance  on  his  Majefty^s 
wifdom,  the  moft  fanguine  expectations  from  his  virtuous 
choice  of  a Chief  Governor,  and  great  confidence  in  the  wife, 
aufpicious,  and  conftitutional  councils,  which  we  fee,  with 
fatisfaClion,  his  Majefiy  has  adopted. 

That  we  have  moreover,  a high  fenfe  and  veneration 
for  the  Britifli  character,  and  do  therefore  conceive  that  the 
proceedings  of  this  country,  founded  as  they  are  in  right, 
and  tempered  by  duty,  miift  have  excited  the  approbation 
and  efteem,  inftead  of  wounding  the  pride  of  the  Britifli 
nation. 

And  we  beg  leave  to  afTure  his  Majefty,  that  we  are  the 
more  confirmed  in  this  hope,  inafmuch  as  the  people  of 
this  kingdom  have  never  exprefTed  a defire  to  fhare  the  free- 
dom of  England,  without  declaring  a determination  to  fhare 
her  fate  likewife,  flanding  and  falling  with  the  Britifli  na- 
tion.”* ... 


. On  the  ground  of  this  addrefs,  the  repeal  of  the  aCl  com- 
plained of,  was  moved  by  the  two  Secretaries  of  State  on 
the  fame  day,  (May  17th)  in  both  Houfes  of  the 
Parliament*  The  other  two  points  lying  between  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  and  the  King,  it  was  only  refolved  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  ‘‘  That  it  was  efTentially  necefTary  to 
the  mutual  happinefs  of  the  two  countries,  that  a firm  and 
folid  connexion  Ihould  be  forth  with  eftabliflied,  by  the  con- 
fent  of  both,  and  that  his  Majefty  fliould  be  requefted  to 
give  the  proper  directions  for  promoting  the  fame.”' 

. Thefe 
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Thefe  motions  pafTed  after  a fliort  converfatlon,  without 
any  oppofition  ; and  on  the  27th  of  the  fame  month,  the 
Duke  of  Portland  made  the  following  fpeechto  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament  in  this  kingdom  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemeuy 

“It  gives  me  the  iitmoft  fatisfadlion  that,  the  hr  ft  time 
•J  have  occalion  to  addrefs  you,  I find  myfelf  enabled  by  the 
.magnanimity  of  the  King,  and  the  wifdom  of  the  Parliament 
^of  Great  Britain,  to  afiTure  you  that  immediate  attention 
has  been  paid  ^to  your  reprefentations,  and  that  the  Britifli 
JLegiflaturc  have  concurred  in  a refolution  to  remove  the 
caufes  of  your  difcontents  and  jealoufies,  and  are  united  in  a 
defire  to  gratify  every  vvjfh  exprefted  in  your  late  addrefles 
to  the  Throne. 

!f  any  thing  could  add  to  .the  pleafure  I feel  in  giving 
you  thefe  afliirances,  it  is,  that  I can  accompany  them  with 
my  congratulations  on  the  important  and  decifive  victory 
gained  by  the  fleets  of  his  Majefty,  over  thofe  of  our  com- 
mon enemy  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  on  the  fignal  advan- 
tage obtained  by  his  Majefty’s  arms  in  the  ifiand  of  Ceylon 
and  on  the  .coaft  of  Coromandel. 

“ By  the  papers  vyhich,  in  obedience  to  his  Majefty’s  com- 
mands, I have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you,  you  will  re- 
ceive the  moft  convincing  teftimony  of  the  cordial  reception 
which  your  reprefentations  have  met  with  from  the  Legifla- 
ture  of  Great  Britain  *,  but  his  Majefty,  whofe  firft  and  moft 
anxious  wifli  is  to  exercife  his  Royal  prerogative  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  may  be  moft  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  all  his 
faithful  fubje£Is,  has  further  given  it  me  in  command,  to  af- 
fure  you  of  his  gracious  difpofttion  to  give  his  Royal  Aftent 
to  a£ts  to  prevent  the  fupprefiion  of  bills  in  the  Priyy  Coun- 
cil of  this  kingdom,  and  the  alteration  of  thsrn  any  where  \ 
VoL.  I.  0^  and 
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and  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  for  the  better  regulation 
and  aGcommodation  of  his  Majefty’s  forces  in  this  kingdom, 
to  the  term  of  two  years. 

“ Thefe  benevolent  intentions  of  his  Majefty,  and  the 
willingnefs  of  his  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  fecond  his 
gracious  purpofes,  are  unaccompanied  by  any  flipulation  or 
condition  whatever.  The  good  faith,  'the  generofity,  the 
honour  of  this  nation  afford  them  the  fureif  pledge  of  a cor- 
refponding  dlfpofition  on  your  part  to  promote  and  perpe- 
tuate the  harmony,  the  fiabiiity,  and  the  glory  of  the  empire. 

‘‘  On  my  own  part  I entertain  net  the  leaft  doubt,  but 
that  the  fame  ipirit  which  urged  you  to  fhare'  the  freedom 
of  Great  Britain,  will  confirm  you  in  your  determination  to 
flvare  her  fate  alfo — ftanding  and  falling  with  the  Britifli 
nation.’-*  ' ' ^ ‘ 

After  the  fpeech  was  read,  Mr.  Grattan  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Houfe  to  a fubject  of  the  higheft  importance, 
and  faid,  I fliould  defert  every  principle  upon  which  I moved 
the  former  addrefs,  ( requiring  a rejioration  of  the  Rights  of 
Ireland J did  I not  bear  teftiraony  to  the  candid  and  unqua- 
lified manner  in  which  that  addrefs  has  been  anfwered  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  fpeech  of  this  day.  I understand  that 
Great  Britain  gives  up^  in  icto  every  claim  to  authority  over 
Ireland.  I have  not  the  lealf  idea  that  in  repealing  the  6th 
of  George  1.  Great  Britain  Qiculd  be  bound  to  make  any  de- 
claration that  fhe  had  formerly  ufurped  a power — No,  this 
would  be  afoofifh  caution  — a diflionourable  condition.  The 
nation  that  infills  upon  the  humiliation  of  another  is  a foolifh 
nation — Ireland  is  not  a foolifh  nation.  Another  part  of 
great  magnanimity  in  the  cendudi  of  Britain  is,  that  every 
thing  is  given  up  unconditionally.  This  muft  for  ever  remove 

‘ fufpicion. 
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.fklpiclori.  On  former  occafions,  when  little  a£ls  of  relief 
,were  done  for  Ireland,  it  was  premifed,  “ that  it  was  expe^ 
dient  to  do  them  no  fuch  word  is  now  made  life  of.  Never 
-did  a Britifli  Minifter  fiipport  fuch  honourable  claims  on 
fuch  conflitutional  arguments.  With  refpeft  to  the  writ  qf 
error,  though  not  mentioned  in  our  addrefs,  he  took.it  up  in 
,the  moft  eife(^ual  way  \ and  indeed  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
conduct  .towards  us  has  been  moft  generous  and  lincere  : 
we  had  one  advantage — he  entertained  an  opinion  that  Ire- 
land was  not  infatiabley  i>hough  it  had  been  aflerted  that  Ire-  • 
land  was  vifatiable — but  we  are  bound  to  prove  the  fallliood 
of  that  aftertion : for  as  the  nation  was  pledged  to  itfelf  to 
obtain  a reftoration  of  her  rights,  fo  now  when  her  rights  are 
reftored  liberally  and  unconditionally,  fhe  is  pledged  to  Great 
I^ritain,  who  by  acceding  to  our  claims,  has  put  an  end  to 
all  future  ^ueftions.  We  have  now  recovered  a Conjlitutlon^ 
and  our  bufinefs  is  not  to  advance y hut  to  maintoin  it,  Ire- 
land will  manifeft  as  much  magnanimity  in  the  moderation 
;b.y  which  ftie  maintains  her  Conftitution,  as  by  the  exertions 
through  vviiich  it  has  been  recovered.  The  unanimity  with 
which  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  acceded  to  our  claims, 
muft  for  ever  do  them  honour  ; and  the  Angle  negative  in 
the  Lords,  whilll  it  in  no  wife  diminilhes  their  praife,  has 
its  ufe--it  ferves  to  dlTcovcr,  and  for  ever  to  exclude  from 
truft  or  confldence  in  cither  nation y the  man  who  could  not 
jonly  oppofe  the  Intereft  and  happinefs  of  bothy  but  alfo  the 
ardent  wifties  and  deftres  of  his  Sovereign  to  make  his  peo- 
|ile  happy.  We  ought  not  to  forget  the  able  fupport  given 
by  thofe  perfons  v»dio  compofed  the  late  Adrniniftration  of 
Leland— -it  muft  be  highly  agreeable  to  thofe  who  compofc* 
the  prefent. 

The  things  fo  gracioufty  offered  by  our  Sovereign,  are  the 
caodification  of  Poyning’s  law,  and  not  only  the  abridgment 

the  Mutiny-bill,  in  point  of  duration^  but  the  forming  of 
0^2  it 
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it  pn  the  model  of  the  Englifh  Mutiny-bill,  and  prefacing  it 
with  a Declaration  of  Right.  ■ * ; * ■ * 

As  Great  Britain  and  her  Miniflers  have  unconditionally 
agreed  to  the  demands  oF Ireland/'  I think  the  fpirit  'of  the 
nation  is  called  upon  to  make  an  unconditional  grant  to 
England.  The  fea  is  the  element  'which  nature  points  as 
the  feene  of  Britifh  glory;  it  is  there  we  cari  mod  efFeidually 
aflift  her.  Twenty  thoufand  Teamen  would  be  a noble  lup- 
gort,  and  we,  who  have  been  fquandering‘the  public  money,' 
in  all  the  wade  of  blind  extravagance,  cannot  furely  now 
deem  ioo,oool.'  too  large  a fum  when  applied  to  the  cbni'- 
mon  defence  - of  the  empire— -the  fum  is  trifling,  but  the 
afllftance  of  20,000  Irifhmen  would  be  gtek;  tind'“Gen- 
tlemcn  will  now,-  when  they' retire  to  their  different  coun- 
ties, have  ^ full  opportunity,  in  aflifting  to  raife  thofe  men", 
'of  manifefting  their  zeal  for  the ' common  taufe  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  ’ There  is  alfo  another  means  of  fup- 
port  in  our  power  to  give  to  Britain,  though  it  cannot  ini'- 
mediately  he  entered  npon.  ' This  country  is  moft  happily 
fituated  for -the  conftrudtion  of  docks  and  the  rendezvous  of 
fhipping  ; whatever’ expence  might  be  incurred  by  fuch  ne- 
cefiary  works,  would  be  repaid  by  the'‘expenditure  of  the 
money  amongft  ourfelves,  and  might  be  fupported  by  a pru- 
dent and  ceeonomical " management  of  the  public  revenues, 
5n  the  favings  of  the  army,  and  irt  every ' different  clafs  oT 
extra9r dinar les,  ■ An  expente  of  17  per  cent,  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  cannot  be  juflified  f The  cbmmiflioners 
will  now  fee' that  money  is  to  be  paid  for  labour,  not  for 
proftitution;  therefore  let  us  now  enter,  heart  and  hand,  into 
the  great  work  of  reformation,  by  giving  our  fupport  to  that 
Miniftry  which-  has  refeued  this  country  from  opprefiion, 
and  will  refeue  it  from  corruption.  On  this  principle  I fliall 
move  you  au  addrefs  devoid  of  all  that  fulfome  panegyric 

' I* 
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ib  commonly  offered  to  Majeliy,  for  I think  that  truth  will 
be  the  higlieft  compliment  to  him.  Mr.  Grattan  then  moved. 

To  affure  his  Majefty  of  our  unfeigned  affection  to  his 
Royal  Perfon  and  Government  *,  that  we  feel  moft  fenflbly 
the  attention  which  our  reprefentations  have  received  froni 
the  magnanimity  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  wifdom  of  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britairi. 

To  affure  his  Majefty  that  we  conceive  the  refolution 
for  an  unqualified,  unconditional  repeal  of  the  6th  of  Geo. 
the  tft  to  be  a meafure  of  confummate  wifdom  and  jufticei 
fuitable  to  the  dignity  and  eminence  of  both  nations,  exalting 
the  chara6ler  of  both,  and  furniftiing  a perpetual  pledge  of 
mutual  amity. 

« To  affure  his  Majefty  that  we  are  fenfibly  affe£ted  by 
his  virtuous  determination  to  accede  to  the  wifties  of  his 
faithful  people,  and  to  exercife  his  Royal  Prerogative  in  a 
manner  moft  conducive  to  their  welfare  : and  accordingly 
we  fhall  immediately  prepare  bills  to  carry  into  execution 
the  defires  of  his  Majefty’s  people,  and  his  own  moft  bene- 
volent purpofes. 

‘‘  That,  gratified  in  tllofe  particulars,  we  do  affure  his 
Maiefty,  that  no  conftitutional  queftion  between  the  two 
nations  will  any  longer  exift,  tvhicti  can  interrupt  their  har- 
mony ; and  that  Great  Britain,  as  fhe  has  approved  of  our 
firmnefs,  fo  may  fhe  rely  on  our  affection. 

« That  we  remember  and  do  repeat  our  determination,  to 
itand  and  fall  with  the  Britifti  nation.  ( 

“ That  we  perceive  \vith  pleafure  the  magnanimity  of  his 
Majefty  to  difclaimthe  little  policy  of  making  a bargain  with 
his  people  ; and  feeling  with  pride  the  confidence  he  repofes 
m the  good  faith,  generofity,  and  honour  of  the  Irilh  nation, 

we 
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we  anfwer  with  all  humility,  that  his  Majefly  entertains  a 
juft  fenfe  of  our  charatfter— Common  intereft— rperpetu^l 
connexion,  the  recent  conduct  of  Great  Britain— a native 
affedlion  to  the  BritiQi  name  and  nation,  together  with  the 
conftitmion  which  we  have  recovered,  and  the  higlf  repu- 
tation which  we  poftefs,  muft  ever  decide  the  wlflies  as  well 
as  the  intereft  of  Ireland,  to  perpetuate  the  harmony,  ftabi- 
lity,  and  glory  of  the  empire,  Accordingly,  we  afllire  h1s 
Majefty,  that  we  learn  with  fingular  fatisfacftion  the  account 
of  his  brilliant  fuccefles  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  gratified 
at  one  and  the  fame  inftant  in  our  deareft  wifhes — the  free- 
dom of  Ireland,  and  glory  of  Great  Britain'. 

That  we  cannot  omit  expreffing  our  gratitude  to  his 
Majefty,  for  appointing  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  kingdom. 

« That  we  are  cor^vinced  his  reprefentations  were  faithful, 
vigorous,  and  beneficial.  We  are  acquainted  with  his  cha- 
ra<fter,  and  relying  on  his  upright  and  frugal  adminiftration, 
make  no  doubt  that  a free  people,  and  uncorrupt  Parliament, 
will  unite  to  give  a conftitutional  Chief  Governor  decided 
fupport.  ^ » 

“ That  we  have  prefumed  to  lay  before  his  Majefty  our 
genuine  fentiments  on  the  change  of  our  fttuation.  His 
Majefty  will  receive  them  as  the  voluntary  unftipulated  tri- 
bute of  a free  and  grateful  people.” 

Mr.  Brownlow  faid,  he  never  got  up  with  greater  pleafure 
to  fupport  a motion.  • He  could  not  fupprefs  the  opportu- 
nity the  fpeech  offered  him  of  expreffing  his  fenfations  of 
gratitude  at  the  great  event  which  had  taken  place.  Both 
nations  were  now  one  people,  united  by  every  tie,  enjoying, 
in  common,  the  fame  liberty,  the  fame  Conftitutron,  and  the 
fame  Sovereign.  He  had  been  long  witnefs  to  feveral  ad- 
dreffes  that  never  conveyed  truth,  but  the  prefent  addrefs 

fpoke 
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fpoke  the  fincere  language  of  the  nation,  where  Proteftant, 
Roman  Catholic,  all  religions,  prefied  forward  with  gratU 
tude  at  the  prefent  moment.  Pie  could  not  but  admire 
England’s  refignation  of  tlioTe  grants,  notwithllanding  her 
claim  of  power  was  fo  evidently  ill  founded  ; nor  could  he 
lefs  admire  the  favour  conferred  on  the  nation,  in  fending  a 
Lord  Lieutenant  not  governing  by  faction,  but  purfuing 
meafures  for  the  general  good  of  the  people.  He  hoped, 
he  faid,  by  the  moderation  of  all,  at  the  prefent  time,  that 
they  would  evince  they  knew  where  to  ifop,  and  when  to  be 
fatisfied.  In  refpect  to  the  mover  of  the  addrefs,  he  declar- 
ed he  had  too  much  regard  for  the  modefty  of  his  friend,  to 
fpeak  the  warmth  of  the  I'entiments  he  entertained  of  his 
abilities  and  virtue.  He  fhould  therefore  conftrain  himfelf, 
and  fecond  the  motion. 

The  Recorder- faid,  he  rofe  to  expref?  his  gratitude  at  the 
prefent  event.  The  addrefs  did  the  mover  honour,  and  had 
his  concurrence  in  every  point,  but  one  which  druck  him, 
and  indeed  gave  him  an  alarm,  which  was  the  mentioning 
that  all  conftitutional  queftions  between  both  nations  were 
at  an  end.  [Here  the  Speaker  being  called  upon  read  the 
paragraph  alluded  to.]  He  did  not  with  to  particularize 
matters,  though  feveral  occurred.  If  properly  examined, 
they  would  find,  that  their  very  Houfe  originated  under  an 
Englilh  aft  of  Parliament,  and  many  other  cafes  could  be  ad- 
duced, by  which  it  would  appear  dangerous  to  cut  off  the 
future  agitation  of  conftitutional  queftions  *,  and  there  was 
nothing  in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne  that  could  call  for 
the  paragraph.  The  Hon.  Gentleman,  he  faid,  had  alfo 
moved  for  a fum  of  money  to  ftrengthen  the  navy  of  Eng- 
land— he  hoped  part  of  that  money  would  be  applied  to  pro- 
tect this  kingdom  from  the  depredations  of  pirates,  and  ibme 
care  taken  of  our  trade.  He  could  fee  no  occafion  for  the 
paragraph  alluded  to,  and  it  could  not,  eoniequently,  have 
his  concurrence. 
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Mr.  Monfell  mentioned  his  being  prefent  in  the  Engjifh 
Houfe  of  Commons,  when  Mr.  Yelverton’s  bill  was  propofed 
to  be  fent  over.  He  thought  that  bill  went  to  the  removal 
of  every  doubt  in  refpe(n:  to  England,  and  would  anfwer  the 
end  at  which  the  Hon.  Baronet  aimed.' 

Mr.  Flood  faid,  that  a great  reform  mufl  enlue,  in  confe- 
quence  of  what  had  been  done.  It  was  true,  he  faid,  nothing 
appeared  to  him,  at  prefent,  which  could  difturb  the  gene- 
ral harmony,  but  there  were  many  Englifh  a£ls  ftill  exifting^* 
which  operated  in  this  kingdom,  and  notwithftanding  the 
laudable  acquiefcence  which  appeared  in  the  renunciation  of 
Englifh  claims,  who  could  engage,  that  the  prefent  admi- 
niftration,'  might  not,  at  fome  future  period',  change  its: 
mind  ? He  begged  the  Gentlemen  to  confidef  the  language 
held  out  in  the  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons.  They  aflerted 
a right  to  external  Legiflature  *,  and  he  that  feconded 
the  motion  on  the  Irifli  bufinefs,  did  not  give  up  that 
right,  but  as  matter  of  convenience  and  Gompa(fl.  Even 
the  Secretary  alTerted  this  right  to  external  legiflatibn,  tho* 
he  gave  up  that  of  internal.  It  may  therefore  be  imagined 
(continued  he)  that  you  imply  what  they  alferted,.  that  they 
had  a right  to  bind  you.  He  faid  that  at  a former  period,- 
he  was  prefent  in  England  on  the  bufinefs  of  fending  out  fo- 
reign troops.  They  were  obliged  to  get  an  a6l  of  indemnity 
for  fuch  a meafure,  though  the  Minifter  afterwards  refufed 
the  a6l  *,  and  they  did  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  Ireland  was 
not  included  in  that  provifi'on.  He  could  not  fee  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  that  paragraph.  They  were  only  laying  the  foun- 
dation of  profperity  for  their  country,’  and  giving  it  a found 
Conftitutiom  The  injuries  of  that  country  have  been  much, 
and  they  were  in  the  fituation  of  a perfon  in  repairing  an  old 
houfe,  who  finds  that  by  pulling  down  a part  he  mufi:  pull 
down  the  whole.  Thefe  were  his  parliamentary  fentiments 
before  and  after  his  difmiflal  from  office,  and  he  held  them 
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to  be  the  fentiments  of  the  pfefent  Minifiry.  In.a  fober 
moment,  he  would  recommend,  that  no  expreflions  fhould 
be  then  made,  which  could  be  afterwards  laid  hold  of  to 
their  prejudice.  He  thought  the  paragraph  dangerous  and 
tegged  to  have  it  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Martin  obferved,  that  if  the  paragraph  faid,  **  all 
tonftitutional  difputes  which  exifted  before  this  addrcfs,  were 
done  away,’’  it  might  be  adopted  with  propriety.  He  thought 
the  addrefs  properly  applicable  and  a production  of  con- 
Aimraate  wifdom. 

Sir  Lucius  O’Brien  contended  the  addrcfs  did  not  com- 
prehend the  meaning  annexed  to  it.  The  King  called  upon 
Ireland  to  ftate  her  difcontents.  We  Bated  them  (fays  he) 
and  it  is  oiir  own  faults  if  they  are  not  all  redrefled.  The 
King,  Lords,'  and  Commons,  of  Ireland  only,  have  the 
power  to  bind  us.  The  power  ufurped  by  the  Englifh  is 
given  up  % the  King  has  declared  his  readinefs  to  co-operate 
with  oiir  wifhes.  Can  we  entertain  a doubt,  when  Majefty 
has  led  the  way,  and  promifed  his  confent  ? Though  the 
King  has  the  power  of  putting  a negative  on  your  aCts,  no 
caufe  of  difcontents  can  in  future  exift  between  the  Legifla- 
tlire  of  both  nations,  for  this  proof  of  the  wifdom  of  Eng- 
land is  adding  the  ftrength  of  three  millions  of  people  to  the 
Britifh  ftandard.'  Sir  Lucius  faid  he  would  co-operate  in 
the  whole  of  the  addrCfs  at  that  time,  but  would,  at 
another  opportunity,  give  his  objections  to  the  mode  of  the 
Vote  of  credit,  though  he  would  agree  to  the  principle. 

Mr.  Wallhe.  I do  not  rife  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  a 
peevifti  oppofition — I defpife  fuch  conduCt,  becaufe  I fhould 
think  it  both  mean  and  unmanly.  This  (hould  be  a duty  of 
onanimity,  and  it  is  my  with  to  contribute  to  it. 
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But  I cannot  poflibly  agree  to  part  of  the  addrefs  whicll 
has  been  moved  by  my  Honourable  Fr  iend,  for  whom  I have 
the  moft  iincere  efteem  (Mr.  Grattan)— I mean  thofe  words 
in  the  addrefs — That  there  will  no  longer  e>Uji  dny  confjtuiional 
quejiion  between  the  two  nations^  that  can  d'Jlurb  their  mutual 
tranquillity,  Thefe  expreflions  I think  too  lirong,  becaufe 
in  my  opinion,  they  preclude  any  future  addrefs,  if  it  fliould 
be  found  that  any  matter  had  not  been  ftated  in  the  former 
addrefs,  that  required  amendment  or  regulation.  With  re- 
fpe6t  to  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  the  ifi,  I rely  on 
it  as  a lawyer,  that  it  is  inadequate  to  the  emancipation  of 
Ireland.  The  6th  of  George  the  ift  is  merely  a declara- 
tory law — that  law  declares  that  England  has  a power  to 
make  laws  to  bind  Ireland.  What  then  does  the  repeal  of 
the  6th  of  George  the  ift  do  with  refpeft  to  Ireland  ? Sim- 
ply this,  and  not  a jot  more,  it  expunges  the  declaration  of 
the  power  from  the  Englifh  ftatute  book  ; but  it  does  not 
deny  the  power  hereafter  to  make  laws  to  bind  Ireland,  when- 
ever England  fliall  think  herfelf  in  fufficient  force  for  the 
purpofe.  I call  upon  the  King's  new  Attorney  General  (Mr. 
Yelverton)  as  a lawyer,  to  rife  in  his  place  and  declare, 
whether  the  alTumed  and  ufurped  power  of  England  to 
make  laws  to  bind  Ireland  will  not  remain  untouched  and 
unrelinquifhed,  though  the  6th  of  George  the  ift  fhould  be 
repealed  : will  it  be  contended,  that  the  aflumed  power  of 
Great  Britain  to  legillate  for  us  can  be  taken  away  by  im-^ 
plication  ? No  lawyer  will  fay  it  can. 

Then  Ireland  cannot  be  faid  to  be  compleatly  emancipat- 
ed, until  England,  by  an  a6t  of  her  own  Legiflature,  un- 
equivocally, and  exprefsly  declares,  that  fhe  has  no  power 
to  make  laws  to  bind  us  in  any  inftance  whatever.  I fay, 
until  that  is  done,  Ireland  can  never  have  a fincere  affection 
for,  or  a confidence  in  Great  Britain.  With  refpeft  to  the 
fine-fpi  n d ftinction  of  the  Englhh  Minifter  (Mr.  Fox)  be- 
tween internal  and  external  legiflation,  it  feems  to  me  to  be 
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the  abfurd  pofition,  and  at  this  time  the  moft  ridicu- 
lous 0‘ne,  that  could  poffibly  be  laid  down,  when  applied  to 
an  independent  people.  Says  he,  it  would  be  downright  ty- 
ranny to  make  laws  for  the  internal  government  of  a people 
who  were  not  reprefented  in  that  Parliament  by  which  fuch 
laws  were  made.  But  with  refpecl  to  external  legiflation, 
this  right  of  prerogative  or  fupremacy  is  clearly  annexed  to 
the  Britifh  Legiflature.  See  then  how  pregnant  this  doc- 
tine  of  Mr.  Fax's  is  with  every  mifchief  ; nay,  with  abfo- 
lute  deftrudion  to  this  country.  The  Parliament  of  Ireland 
may  make  laws  for  their  internal  regulations  *,  that  is,  he 
gives  us  leave  to  tax  ourfelves ; he  permits  us  to  take  the 
‘money  out  of  our  purfes  for  the  convenience  of  England. 
But  as  to  external  legiflation,  there  Great  Britain  prefldes. 
In  any  thing  that  relates  to  commerce,  to  exportation,  there 
Great  Britain  can  make  laws  to  bind  Ireland.  The  fair  con- 
'flru6lion  of  which  is  this  : Ireland,  you  fliall  not  enjoy 
your  natural  and  conftitutional  rights — that  of  making  the 
' moft:  of  the  produce  of  your  land — you  fhall  not  fend  your 
goods  to  the  beft  and  moft  profitable  markets.  No,  fays 
Mr.  Fox,  that  may  interfere  with  the  intereft  of  England, 
that  may  touch  the  pride  of  the  Britifli  Legiflature.  So 
that  by  this  dodlrine  England  may  fhut  or  open  our  ports  at 
pleafure.  See  then  the  abfurdity  of  our-fltuation.  Ireland 
is  faid  to  have  a free  trade,  but  the  key  of  it  is  in  Mr.  Fox’s 
pocket.  Ireland  is  independent,  or  (he  is  not : if  fhe  is  in- 
dependent, no  power  on  earth  can  make  laws  to  bind  her 
internally  or  externally,  fave  the  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons of  Ireland. 

I therefore  again  repeat  it,  that  until  England  unequivo- 
cally declares  by  an  adl  of  her  own  Legiflature,  that  fhe  has 
not  a power,  in  anyinftance,  to  make  laws  to  bind  Ireland, 
the  afliimed  and  ufurped  power  of  Englifli  legiflation  over 
this  country  is  not  relinquifhed.  But  we  want  not  the  af- 
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jiftance  of  England  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  Ireland — tol 
reftore  her  to  the  purity  of  her  priftine  conftitution.  Wc 
polTefs  the  power,  we  polTefs  the  will,  and,  thank  God,  we 
polTefs  the  fortitude  to  carry  that  will  into  execution.  I 
thought  it  a duty  I owed  to  my  conftituents,  I thought  it  Jt 
duty  I owed  to  myfelf,  as  an  Iriihman,  to  ftate,  in  the  face  of 
my  country,  thofe  objedlions,  which  to  me  feem  decifive 
againft  that  part  of  the  addrefs,  which  has  been  moved  by 
my  Hon.  Friend,  (Mr.  Grattan)  namely,  that  there  will  n§ 
longer  extjl  any  confiitutional  qucjiion  between  the  two  nations  I 
that  can  dijiurb  their  mutual  tranquillity » Whether  my  ob- 
jections are  well  founded  or  not,  I will  leave  to  more  able 
heads  than  my  own,  and  to  tinie  to  decide.  I fhall  there- 
fore give  my  negative  to  that  part  of  the  addrefs. 


Sir  Henry  Cavendilh  faid,  he  fhduld  fet  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman rightj  for  his  newfpaper  intelligence  had  led  him  ou^ 
of  the  \vay  in  refpeCl  to  Mr.  Fox.  He  knew  Mr.  Fox’s  in- 
tentions were  to  make  Ireland  flourlfh,  and  then  England 
muft  fldurifli  allb.  He  then  read  from  his  notes  the  fenti- 
ments  which  Mr.  Fox  exprefled  in  the  Britilh  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  the  yeir  1774^  long  before  the  prefent  difputes 
cxlfted.  In  the  debate  bn  the  application  of  the  Irilh  linen 
traders,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  fince  the  reftoration,  Ireland  had 
been  entitled  to  a ffee  trade  5 (the  firfi  time.  Sir  Harry 
addedj  that  ever  I heard  that  expreffion  made  ufe  of ;)  and 
that  the  aCf  ©f  navigation  did  not  preclude  them  from  it. 
He  alio  went  into  the  right  Ihe  had  of  enjoying  the  woollen 
trade  ecjually  with  England.  Said  that  Ireland,  in  her  own 
fituation,*  could  not  go  on  ; and  if  proper  encouragement  was 
not  given,  it  would  prove  an  equal  injury  to  England.  If 
they  held  it  a maxim  that  Ireland  Ihould  be  kept  poor,  Eng- 
land would  in  confequence  become  poor  alfo.  Mr.  Fox  had 
not  then  the  power  of  enforcing  his  argument,  but  now  when 
he  had  the  power,  he  was  fure  Mr.  Fox  did  his  utmoft  to 
ferve  this  kingdomV 
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Mr.  Conolly  would  not,  he  faid,  refrain  from  teftifying 
his  gratitude^  But  he  was  forry  to  fee^  fo  early  after  the 
^joy  of  the  people,  any  feeds  of  future  difcontents,  where 
-none had  a right  to  exift.  ‘ They  had  alTerted,  1n  what  might 
be  deemed  their  manifefto,  that  if  their  difcontents  were 
» done  away,  they  ftiould  fharlb  the  fate  of  England.  ^She 
‘owed  200  millions,’ and  Ireland  but  two  millions,  their  gtant 
'could  therefore  be  confidered  no  more  than  "a  mite  to  her 
'great  expence  ; but  he  thanked  God  that  Ireland  had  men, 
and  though  England  was  exhaufted,  by  thus  fhaklng  hands 
with  Ireland,  ’ fhe  would  undoubtedly  profperl  Gentlemert 
going  down  into  the  provinces  fhould  encourage  the  idle  to 
enlift,  in  order  to  be  of  fome  ufe  to  the  empire. 

The  Provoft  ^ obferved,  that  the  addrefs  was  not  a com- 
mon one,  and  if  gentlemen  had  compared  the  paragraph 
'with  the  antecedent  parts,  no  fubje^t  of  difpute  could  arife. 
You  tell  the  King  (faid  he)  that  no  power  on  earth  can  make 
laws  to  bind  us,  but  the  King,  Lords,'  and  Commons  of  Ire- 
land, and  that  you  would  not  part  with  your  liberties,  but 
with  your  lives.  Such  were  your  words'in  your  addrefs  to  the 
King.  ' In  the  anfwer  to  that  addrefs  you  were  told,  that 
England  would  gratify  you  in  every  wifh,'  and  that  by  the 
united  defires  of  the  Parliament  of  England.  An  Honour- 
able Gentleman  has  faid,  that  thd  claim  and  the  principle  is 
ftill  held  alive  by  the  Er.glifh  Legiflature  ; hut  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant’s  fpeech  we  find  that  principle  and  claim  done 
away,  and  you  have  not  only  received  your  eftate,  but  you 
have  alfo  recHved  the  title  deeds  with  it.  ‘ In  refpe£t  (he 
faid)  to  what  had  been  faid  about  Mr.  Fox,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  the  laft  time  they  fhould  have  occafion  to  advert  t6 
what  had  been  faid  in  any  ocher  houfe.  It  was  true,  Mr, 
Fox  faid  he  could  go  into  the  claims  of  England,  but  there 
remained  no  need  of  doing  that  , and  if  matters  had  been 
left  to  himfelf,  that  he  would  grant  the  Irifh  their  rights  by 
■ ■ ■ ' gn 
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an  a£l  of  Parliament.  The  queftion  for  binding  Ireland  was 
now  for  ever  at  an  end.  A gentleman,  he  faid,  had  men- 
tioned Mr.  Yelvertor/s  bill  ; that  bill  was  to  be  returned  to 
give  fecurity  tp  Irifh  eftates.  It  had  been  alfo  aflced,  had 
they  no  right  in  future  tp  agitate  conftitutional  queftions  ? 
The  matter  appeared  to  him  in  a different  liglit.  The  ad- 
drefs  only  faid,  when  the  prefent  grievances  are  removed, 
there  will  be  no  occafion  for  further  difputes  on  the  heads 
of  thofe  at  prefent  objected  to— -not  by  any  means  preclud- 
ing the  further  difcuffion  of  conftitutional  queftions.  He 
then  expatiated  upon  the  happy  fituation  of  the  kingdom, 
and  recommended  ^he  adoption  of  moderation  and  unani- 
mity. 

Mr.  W alter  Burgh  faid,  though  he  felt  the  emotions 
which  every  Irifh  man  felt  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  did 
not  think  to  have  fpoken  that  day.  He  was  certain,  he  de- 
clared, that  no  panegyric  could  add  to  the  favours  received, 
nor  could  the  afperity  of  difcontent  diminifti  them.  He 
attributed  the  oppofition  of  that  day.,  to  a laudable  jealoufy 
for  the  conftitution  ; but  however  he  might  admire  the 
principle,  he  fhould  ftiil  lament  the  confequence.  This  op- 
pofttlon  arofe  from  a mere  mifapprehenfion.  It  fhould  be 
remembered  t^hat  the  addrefs  w^as  an  anfwer  to  the  fpeech, 
and  not  an  anfwer  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons  of 
England  | and  it  mentioned,  that  when  the  grievances  re- 
cited fhould  be  removed,  then  all  jeaioufles  would  ceafc. 
The  addrefs,  he  faid,  went  to  the  entire  exclufton  of  the 
internal  as  well  as  the  external  legiflation  of  Eng’and  ; and 
meant  that  no  conftitutional  queftions  could  be  afterwards 
between  the  two  Legiflatures  of  both  nations.  This  did  not 
preclude  the  difcuffion  of  their  own  conftitutional  queftions. 
How  was  it  poffible  that  they  could  be  afFefted  by  aLcgifla- 
ture  which  could  no  longer  afTume  any  power  over  them  ? 
Me  that  voted  againft  the  prefent  addrefs  would  abfolutely 
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pflert,  that  England  ftill  retained  a power  to  make  laws  for 
Ireland. 

The  Recorder*  obferved,  that  if  there  could  be  no  conftU 
tutional  queftion  between  the  two  kingdoms  but  wdiat  re- 
garded legiflation,  his  Right  Hon.  Friend’s  argument  would 
be  ftrong  and  convincing.  But  he  would  beg  leave  to  call 
his  attention,  and  he  would  endeavour  to  fatisfy  him  and 
the  Koulei  that  there  might  be  many  conftitutionai  quef- 
tions  to  interrupt  the  harmony  'between  the  two  countries, 
in  which  legiflation  had  no  part.  Had  we  forgotten  the 
late  ruinous  embargo  ? For  his  part,  as  the  Reprefentative 
of  the  first’ CITY  IN 'the' KiNGD'bM,  he  had  not.  Sup- 
pofe  hereafter  the  Parliament  of  England  fliould,  as  the 
great  Council  of  the  Britifli  nation,  addrefs  the  King  for  an 
exertion  of  his  prerogative,  by  laying  an  embargo  on  the 
trade  of  both  his  kingdoms,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  at 
the  fame  time  fitting  ; would  not  that  Parliament,  compe- 
tent to  adyife  his  Majefty  as  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  think 
its  dignity  invaded  by  the  interference  of  the  Britijh  Parliament ; 
and  would  not  a confitutional  quejiion  be  debated  in  this 
Houfe,  and  aflually  exift,  which  might  interrupt  the  pre- 
lent harmony  ? ' " . - • . 

Suppofe  peace  fhouid  be  concluded  with  Annerica,  and 
part  of  the  terms  impofed  Dy  the  Biitilh  Parliament  fhouid' 
be,  that  the  produifls  of  America  Ihould  be  brought  to  the 
Britijh  market  only^  'to  the  exclujion^of  Ireland,  would  not  that 
be  an  'injury  of  the  highef  nature  ; and  would  net  the  interfere 
ence  of  a joreign  Legifaiure  affecl'ing  the  trade  of  Ireland,  de- 
ferve  to  be  debated  within  thofe  walls  as  a confitutional. 
quejiion  P and  yet  the  words  to  be  inferted  in  the  addrefs  are 
fo  general  and  uhcircumi'cribed,  as  to  preclude  fuch  an  idea. 

Permit  me  to  Bate  another  inftance,  where  this  kingdom 
may  feel  itfelf  injured  and  affecled.  The  Lcgiflatiires  of  the 
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two  kingdoms  being  feparate  and  independent^  it  wili  be 
dent  to  affimilate  the  laws  of  our  country  to  thofe  of  another, 
that  in  both  there  may  be  the  fame  rule  in  action.  Now, 
Sir,  fuppofe  we  fhould  pafs  a law  in  conformity  to  one  ii^ 
England,  and  which  we  fliould  confider  as  beneficial  to  this 
kiflgdcjm,  fo  that  we  fliould  originate  a law  which  England 
had  not ; and  that  the  Britifh  Parliament  not  allowing  us 
the  merit  of  invention,  addrefs  the  King  to  refuje  hi^ 

ajfent\  would  not  this  interference  create  a cQnJlitutlonal 
quejlion  ? 

Sir,  the  confining  conftitutional  queftions  to  acfls  of  le- 
giflation  only,  is  too  narrow  an  idea.  Every  a£l:  of  ftate  may 
involve  a conftitutional  queftion.  There  are  at  this  hour 
many  Britiih  a^is  alFedling  Ireland  unrepealed ; the  a^l  for 
altering  the  ftyle,  the  poft-office  a<ft,  the  a6t  of  navigation, 
and  a multitude  of  others.  The  oaths  taken  this  day  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Secretary,  are  under  an  EngliJJi  adi.  Touy  Sir, 
fit  in  that  chair  under  an  Englijh  law.  Are  not  thefe  objeifts 
which  c^nftitutionally  fliould  be  enquired  into  and  reform- 
ed i And  can  any  man  fay,  that  the  confideration  of  them 
'may  not  interrupt  the  harnipny  between  the  two  kingdoms  I 

Sir,  I highly  approve  of  the  fpeech  this  day  from  the 
throne  ; and  if  the  addrefs  moved  for  according  to  the  an- 
cient parliamentary  form,  applied  merely  to  the  fpeech,  it 
fliould  have  my  hearty  concprrence.  I do  acknowledge  that 
upon  great  occafions,  forms  are  fuperfeded,  and  may  be 
difregarded.  The  prefent  is  a great  and  important  moment, 
and  fhould  not  be  controuled  by  forms  •,  but,  in  introducing 
words  in  the  addrefs,  for  which  there  is  no  foundation  in 
his  Grace’s  fpeech,  let  us  not  lofe  fight  of  prudence^  and  in 
an  efFufion  of  gratitude  preclude  the  freedom  of  debating 
which  we  may  find  the  conjlltution  of  this  coun^ 
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Sir,"  unanimity  this  day  is  the  general  wifh.  I fincerely 
tvifli  for  it  j but  I lament,  that  I cannot,  confiftent  with 
niy  duty,  agree  to  the  words  objetSled  to,  though  I do  to  all 
the  reft  of  the  propofed  addrels.  I feel  the  obligations  we 
a^e  under  to  his  Majefty  and  his  adminiftration,  as  ftrong  as 
any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  ; I am'  lenftble  of  the  great 
abilities  of  the  Hon;  Mover  ; but  I wifh  he  would  not  inGft 
on  this’part,  as  the  confequence  of'  rclinqui thing  it  would 
be  perfect  unanimity. 

Sir  Benjamin  Chapman  ahfwered  the  Recorder,  that  hp 
felt  equal  furprife  with  the  Hon.  Baronet,  on  hearing  the 
addrefs  moved  by  his  Hon.  Friend,  (Mr.  Grattan)  but  it 
was  a furprife  of  a very  different  fort  *,  a furprife,  that  an 
addrefs,  inftead  of  a fervile  echo  to  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  fhould  at  length  be  found  the  genuine  unequivocal  • 
echo  of  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Irilh  nation  : Not  the 
compilation  of  a venal  Minifter,  but  the  generous  fentiment 
of  a grateful  country  ; The  language,  he  faid,  of  thirty- 
two  counties,  of  all  our  gallant  aflbeiated  corps,  addrelTing 
their  Reprefentatives.  Did  any  one  of  thofe,  he  afked, 
ever  entertain  a thought,  that  the  acf  regulating  the  oath  of 
office,  or  ftill  more  abfurdly,  the  a<51:  changing  the  ftyle, 
mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Baronet,  fhould  be  enumerated  a 
grievance  ? Such  a fagacity,  he  faid,  would  be  treated  with 
ridicule  and  contempt,  if  propofed  to  them.  The  anfwer 
would  be  unqueftionable.  Let  us  be  fatisfied  in  the  mutiny 
bill— in  Poyning’s  and  the  Judges  bill,  and  above  all,  lec 
the  6th  of  George  I.  be  repealed  ; thus  fecure  the  outlines 
and  barrier  of  the  Conftitution.  Let  the  principle  be  avow- 
ed and  acknowledged,  and  every  minute  imperfetftion  muft,. 
and  will,  of  courfe  be  done  away.  He  faid,  if  he  agreedi 
with  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  (Mr.  Flood)  that  the  claiife  ob- 
je^led  tb  was  ufelefs,  he  fhould  concur  with  him  in  oppoiing 
it  ; but  was  it' of  no  ufe,  he  aiked,  to  give  fepofe  to  the 
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long  agitated,  and  anxious  public  mind  of  the  nation,  or 
to  ilrengthen  the  hands  of  a magnanimous  adminiftration, 
that  dared  to  a£l  honeftly  . by  fhewing  the  world,  that  Ire- 
land was  not  ungrateful,  was  not  infatiable  ? 

Mr.  Burgh  again  faid,  that  the  Englifli  Legiflature  haying 
given  up  all  right  of  binding,  a caufe  of  difpute  could  never 
<xift  after,  I He.  would  only,  remind  Gentlemen  in  what 
light  their  oppofition  would  be  viewed,  when  the  fpeech 
willingly  granted  all  they  were  willing  to  afk  ? And  how 
ignorant  muft  the  Englith  think  that  nation,  which  was  fo 
foolifh  as  not  to  know  when  to  a£k,  and  when  to  be  fatisfied  ? 
He  declared  that  he  had  authentic  intelligence,  that  the  ene- 
mies of  England  plumed  themfelves  on  the,  differences.be- 
tween  both  kingdoms  ; and  would  they  accede  to  the  wiftics 
©f  the  common  enemy,  and  decline  that  fupport  of  England 
.which  they  had  promifed  to  feal  with  their  blood  ? After 
the  Englifli  had  broken  through  the  fortrefe  of  ancient  pre- 
judices to  fet . the  Irifli  free,  would  they  refule  to  fay  they 
were  fatisfied,  and  enjoy  that  freedom  in  peace  ; the  nation 
was  willing  to  be  happy,  and  could  they  refufe  to  feal  that 
happinefs  ? He  was  fatisfied  himfelf  in  the  upright  intentions 
of  the  Gentlemen  who  oppofed,  but  was  certain  a little  re- 
ficdlion  would  convince  them  that  they  had  no  real  caufe  for 
oppofition. 

Mr.  Grattan  thought  it  neceffary  that  England  fliould  be 
convinced  that  we  were  fatisfied.  It  Ihould  feem  as  if  the 
Kon.  Baronet  was  determined  to  oppofe,  before  he  knew  a 
caufe  for  oppofition.  He  could  not  but  lament,  he  faid, 
when  he  moved,  on  a former  occafion,  for  a repeal  of  thofe 
grievances,  that,  he  had  not  the  afliftance  of  the  Hon.  Baro- 
net •,  why  did  he  ngt  come  forward  with  his  objedlions 
then  ? Did  he  awake  now  ? And  when  England  granted 
all,  was  he  determined  to  oppofe  ? He  could  forbear  comparing 
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, his  pliancy  of  difpofitlon  then,  when  a Mlnifter  was  to  be 
thanked,  to  the  ftrongeft  oppofition  he  gave  nc'iu.  An  Hon. 
. Gentleman  fuppofes.  (continued  he)  that  England  will  again 
. afTume  this  power  when  fhe  can  find  herfelf  able,  but  that 
fuppofition  muft  lofe,  all  weight  from  the  folemn  furrender 
England  has  ma4e  of  this  alTumlng  power.  The  Hon.  Ba- 
. ronet  alfo  fuppofes,  that  on  a peace-  with  America,  England 
wHl  exclude  Ireland.  The  fuppofition  is  equally  groundlefs ; 
but  the  Hon.  Baronet  knows,  when  all  thole  things  are  given 
up,  no  caufe  of  oppofition  will  any  longer  exift.  He  thinks 
this  paragraph  fanciful  but  not  iiecefTary.  I would  not  wiflx 
, to  be  accounted  volatile  or  fanciful.  I never  was  fo  fanciful 
as  to  hold  any  coquetry  with  adminiftration.  After  having 
received  liberty,^  we  are  to  fell  England  that  we  are  fatisfied, 
and  not  to  tell  France  that  we  are  difpleafed. 

Mr.  Yelverton  fuggefted,  that  if  the  Gentlemen  would 
withdraw  their  oppofition  for  the  prefenr,  fo  as  to  let  the 
motion  for  tlie  addrefs,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Grattan,  pafsuna- 
nimoufly  upon  the  general  principle  hated  in  the  refolution, 

, yet  when  the  addrefs  fhould  be  committed,  if  any  particular 
expreflion  did  not  accord  with  their  opinions,  they  would 
then  be  at  liberty  to  oppofe  fuch  expreflion,  without  incur- 
ring the  charge  of  inconfiftency. 

Right  Hon.^  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  faid,  that  he  was  forry  to 
differ  from  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  who  fpoke  lah,  he 
hoped,  and  was  certain,  that  it  would  be  the  lah  time  that 
any  difference  fliouid  arife  bet  weep  them.  It  w^as  not  his  in- 
tention to  have  taken, any  part  in  the  debate,  on  the  day 
when  he  firft  had  .the  honour  of  taking  his  feat  in  the 
Houfe.  But  he  could  not  but  rife  to  beg  of  thofe  Gentle- 
men who  meant  to  oppofe  the  addrefs,  not  to  withdraw 
their  oppofition,  but  to  perfift  in  giving  their  negative,  and 
to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  anfwer  to  the  f-pcech. 
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If  the  ipeech",  worded , as  it  was,  and  going  to  the  point? 
contained  in  it,  did  not  give  fatisfa^tion,  he  fhould  regret 
the  day  he  ever  fet  his  foot  in  that  Houfe.  K there  were 
Gentlemen  who  were  not  fatisfied,  he  begged  they  v-.ould 
not  think  of  concealing  that  diffatisfa£l:ion,  in  order  to  fuffer 
the  qneftion  of  that  day  to  affume  an  appearance  of  unani- 
mity ; fuch  an  unanimity  would  be  falfe  and  deceitful,  and 
could  only  tend  to  lead  the  Legiflature  of  England  into  a 
dangerous  and  fatal  error.  The  wifh-  of  adminiftration  was 
to  collect  the  I'enfe  of  the  people  of  Ireland  *,  they  had 
called  upon  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  declare  their 
grievances  y on  the  ftatement  of  theie  grievances,  the  fpeech 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  given  the  moft  folemn  and  au<- 
thoritative  aflurances,  that  not  only  their  reprefentations 
fhould  be  attended  to,  but  that  every  wilh  they  had  exprclled 
in  their  late  addrefTes  fhould  be  gratified — He  wifhed,  there- 
fore, to  know  whether  Gentlemen  were  perfe<i:tly  fatisfied 
with  the  fpeech — There  mivfi:  be  an  Ultimatum  to  promote 
and  perpetuate  the  harmony  between  the  two  countries,  and 
if  the  addrefs  did  not  contain  that  Ultimatum^  he  looked 
upon  tl>e  final  adjufiment  between  the  two  countries  as 
beyond  his  hopes,  and  in  that  fenfe  it  was,  that  he  fhould 
.regret  ever  to  have  fet  his  foot  within  that  Houfe. 

Sir  H.  Langrifhe  faid,  if  I did  not  know  and  feel  that  I 
was  a^fuated  by  as  free  and  decided  fentiments  concerning- 
the  conUitutional  rights  of  Ireland  as  any  man — if  I could 
not  appeal  to  a conduct  conformable  to  fuch  fentiments — a 
conduct  ftriclly  purfued  by  myfelf  and  my  brethren  in  the 
humble  but  very  critical  fituation  in  which  we  are  placed,  and 
m very  doubtful  and  dangerous  times— if  I were  not  fo  clr- 
cumfiauced,  1 fhould  not  arife  to  addrefs  you  this  day,  or 
take  a part  in  the  high  deliberations  of  the  prefent  occafion. 

But  under  fuch  a confeioufnefs,  and  with  fuch  a teftimony, 
I may  prefume  ^in  common  with  other  Gentlemen)  to  join 
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Hfiy  congJ-atulatlons  with  my  country  on  the  rejlituilon  of  her 
tughiSy  and  to  offer  nvy  acknowledgments  to  the  liberality 
and  wifdom  which  has  thus  rejlored  them.  And,  indeed, 
,!Sir,  whjlft  vve  are  enraptured  at  the  acquilition  of  liberty, 
as  of.thc  greatell  bleffing  of  life — endeared  by  a long  alfence^ 
•Skiid  acquired  by  great  virtue^  dt  .would  ht'hrfcfiftbllity  not  to 
feely  and  ingratitude  not  to  commemorate  -the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  coneeded*— fo  entirey  "fo  uncondlthnallyy  {o 
affeElionatey  40  dec  five  y as  muft  from  this  day,  during  our 
cxiftenco  as  an  empire,  put  an  end'to  all  jealouhes  and  con- 
tentions between  the  two  countries,  except  contention 
.only  which  will  hereafter  for  ever  dubfift — a contention  in 
good  offices  — an  emulation  ki  reciprocal  fupport  and  affift- 
ance,  alike  in  peace  and  in  war — in  prorj>erity  and  adverfity  j 
and  being  convinced  that  wffien  this  g^eat  compact  (hall  be 
ratified,  to  ufe  the -words  of  my  hon.  friend’s  addrefs,  when 
we  ffiall  be'  gratified  in  thefe  conceffions,  « 'No  cqnftitu- 
tional  queftion  between  the  two  countries  \vill  exifi:  to  in- 
terrupt the  harmony  between  them,’'"  it  is  impoffible  for  me 
to  agree  in  the  objedion  made  to  this  paragraph  of  the  ad- 
drefs. The  King  and  the  Parliament  of  'England  agree  to 
comply  with  every  thing  you  alk — this  addrefs  fays,  when 
every  thing  we  havealked  lhall  be  complied  with,  “ nocon^ 
ftitutional  queftion  between  the  two  countries  will  exift,  to 
interrupt  the 'harmony  between-them;^-*  Can  any  man  alive 
deny  that  ? And  if  that  be  true,  which  it  mull  be,’  why 
fhotild  we  not  fay  fo  ? Is  it  nOt  our  duty  to  fay  fo?  Should 
we  not  be  imperfect  and  unpardonable  to  omit  it  ? ' 

It  is  but  common-juftice  to  obPerve,  during  the  cDurfe  of 
this  great  bufinefs,  that  the  wife  counfels’that^f//J«'<f  and  ac- 
totnpliJhed'iXy  have  not -been  afluated  by  tlie  impnlfe  of  the  oc- 
rafion,  or  fuggeftions  of  the  moment.  They  have  not  made 
iiberty  a meafurey  or  juf  'ice  an  expedient.  They  have  pro- 
ceeded on  the  general)  enlarged)  and  decided  fyftem— with 
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that  perfeB  principle  which  refpecls  the  rights  of  manhindy 
and  with  that  aifeflion  which 'regards  the' interefts  ^of  ,a 
fijier  country. 

We  have  lived  to  hear  a'Minifter'  tell  the  Britifh  Pa'rlia-' 
ment,  That  it  acquired  riot  degradation ^ by  relin- 

quifhing^a  power  v/hich  was  not  founded  in  juftice— and 
that  equal  freedom  is.  the  only  bond  that  can  unite  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  empire.”  Magnificent  fentiments  ! and 
we  have  feen  the  Britifh  nation  re^eB  thefe  fenffments 
on  the  Minifter  ; and  the  people  of  England  become  unani-' 
mous  in  the  caufe  of  Ireland. 

That  great  and  generous  people,  when  once  the  errors  of 
old  and  ignorant  prejudices  were  examined  and  removed,- 
inftantly  f|lt  their  hearts  glow  with  kindred  affection  towards 
us.  They  admired  the  temperate  magnanimity  with  which' 
we  claimed  our  rights — and  we  cannot  but  adtnire  and  re- 
member the  cordiality  with  which  they-  reflored  them — we 
have  lived  to  fee  almofi:  the  romances  of  our  political  wifhes 
realized  and  accomplifhed — a Sovereign  founding  his  domi- 
nion in  the  afFecflions  of  a free  people^ — an  adininiftration  the 
free  advocates  of  conftitution,  rpaintaining  authority  by  the 
injluence  alone  of  public  heneftSy  and  the  different  parts  of  the 
empire  uniting  and  confolidating,  not  by  the  hand  of  power, 
which  is  impotence^  but  by  the  everlafting  bonds  of  common 
hiterejl^  of  common  offeBiony  of  common  conjlitutiony  of  com^ 
mon  liberty.  He  apologized  for  having ’taken  up  the  time  of 
the  Houfe  j that  what  he  had  faid  was  forced  on  him  by 
feelings,  Tuperior  to  an  influence  ; that  this  was  not  a fea- 
fon  for  injluence ; the  heart  of  every  Irifhman  is  too  proud 
to  fubmit  to  it ; but  it  was  not  eafy  for  any  Gentleman  ac- 
cuflomed  to  deliver  his  fentiments^  to  fit  filent  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  nor  for  any  man  to  confider  the  relative  litua- 
pon  of  Ireland,  without  feeling  fomething  like  an  enthufiafm 

" of 


Collectanea  politita. 


255 


of  happmefs  : that  fuch  were  his  feelings,  which  he  hoped  y 
would  plead  his  cxcufefor  having  tfefpafled  on  the  patiencc-n 
.of  the  Houfe.  ' , 

Mr.  Walfli  faid,  that  upon  hearing  fuch  language  deliver-- 
jOd  in  fuch  a manner  by  what  is  called  the  Irifh  Minifter,  he  V 
was  determined  to  divide  the  Houfe  •,  it  was  not,  he  faid,. 
.language  fit  to  be  delivered  in  an  Irifli  Senate  Houfe, 

Sir  Edward  Newenham  congratulated  his  country  on  her 
glorious  andjfull  emancipation  from  the  ufurped  dominion - 
of  any  foreign  Legiflature.  He  would  vote,  as  he  always 
did,  agreeable  to  the  inftruclions  and  wifiies  of  thofe  whom 
he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent ; tlrcir  wifiV  was  a free  con- 
ilitution,  and  confequently,  thanks  of  the  warmefi:  gratitude 
were  due  tp  the  patriotic  adminiftration  who  fupported  the  * 
rights  of  Ireland.  He  obferved,  that  thi'ee  months  ago  he* 
would,  in  order  to  obtain  thofe  great  national  points,  have* 
agreed  to  any  addrefs,  fhould  it  even  have- been  drawn  by- 
gone of  the  old  hackneyed  flaves  of  quondam  adminiftrations;^ 
hut  now  the  addrefs  was  offered  to  their  confideration,'by  the 
Hibernian  patriot,  and  no  man  could  doubt  of  the  purity  of  • 
his  intentions;  he  could  not  wifli -t;p  miflead  his  grateful 
countrymen. 

Mr.  Ponfonby,  jun.  faid,  he  wifiied  the  Gentlemen  would 
•divide,  that  there  might  be  feen,  perhaps,  three  men  ftand- 
ing  againft  250.  He  wifhed  to  let  the  people  of  Dublin  fee. 
the  difference  of  their  reprefentatives.— (Here  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  Recorder,  who. faid  that  he  did  not  fear  to  let' 
his  conftituents  fee  him  acting  to  the  beft  of  his  judgment,  ' 
and  watching  with  anxious  jealoufy  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try) ; and  Mr.  Walfh  faid,  that  he  had  ever  adled  steadiltc^ 
for  the  interefl  of  his  conftituents  ; no  man  could  accufe 
him  of  •whijkmg  round  to  every  adminiftration.  He  acted. 

^ 4 upon 
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upon  conftitutional  principles,  as  an  honeft  Senator  ought  to 
do and  though  his  fortune  was  not  the  largeft  in  the  Houfe, 
yet  it  was  fuiiicient  to  render  him  independent  of  any 
Minifter  ; it  was  the  patrimony  of  a refpe£table  family,  which 
had  enjoyed  it  700  years  ; and  which  was  longer  by  above 
600  years  than  any  property  at  all  had  been  in  the  family 
of  the  gentleman  that  had  lb  loudly  urged  him  to  divide. 

Mri  Fitzpatrick  rofe  to  apologize,  he  faid,  if  he  had  fallen 
Into  an  error,  or  broke  through  the  orders  of  the  Houfe. 
(No,  no,  was  re-echoed  from  all  fides.)  His  being  a ftranger 
in  this  country,  though  he  originated  from  it,  and  equally 
a ftranger  to  that  Houfe,  perhaps,  would  plead  an  excufe 
if  he  had  tranfgrefTed.  He  rofe,  he  faid,  with  an  anxious 
defire  to  know  the  fentiments  of  the  Houfe  and  fee  all  mat- 
ters fettled.  The  warmth  he  had  betrayed,  if  he  had  be- 
trayed any  warmth,  mufi:  be  aferibed  to  that  motive  folely, 
and  he  hoped  for  that  motive  it  would  be  forgiven.  He  was 
anxious  to  know  the  ultimatum  of  their  expectations,  he 
was  anxious  to  know  the  real  fenfeof  the  Houfe,  that  wrong 
information  might  not  be  fent  to  the  other  fide  of  the  water. 
This  was  the  moment  to  come  to  a decifion.  But  as  one 
<7entleman  had  declared  that  he  did  not  hold  himfelf  pledged 
by  the  addrefs  of  that  day,  perhaps  many  other  Gentlemeii 
of  that  Houfe  who  had  not  delivered  their  fentiments,  might 
confider  themfelves  in  the  lame  fituation.  He  therefore 
requefted  the  Hon.  Gentleman  wou]d  keep  his  word,  fince 
the  expectations  of  the  nation  could  hot  be  known  without  a 
divifion,  and  that  divifion  wmuld  reduce  the  matter  to  a 
certainty. 

Mr.  Bagenal  faid,  he  was  not  furprifed  to  fee  his  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Walfli)  a little  alarmed  at  the  manner  in  whicli 
the  Minifter  fpoke  ; it  was  plain  fpeaking,  and  plain  fpeak- 
ing  from  a Minifter  was  a thing  fo  very  uijufual, That  it  was 
' ‘ ‘ ' ■'  " ■ ^ reallj 
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really  alarming.  He  had  fat  in  Parliament  five  and  twenty 
years,  and  never  heard  fuch  plain  and  honeft  fpeaking  by  a‘ 
Minifter ; for  which  reafon,  and  many  others,  the  addrefs 
fhould  have  his  fupport. 

Mr.  Ogle,  after  pronouncing  an  elegant  panegyric  on  the 
public  and  private  virtues  of  his  Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  paying  the  like  tribute  to  thofe  of  Mr.  Grattan,  faid, 
that  honourable  meafures  fhould  be  fupported  by  honourable 
men>  and  moved  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, which  paffed  unanimoufly. 

Mr.  Gorges  Lowther  faid  he  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
more  Lord  Lieutenants’  fpeeches  delivered  at  this  table  than 
any  other  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  ; he  had  feen  bad  Lord 
Lieutenants,  indifferent  Lord  Lieutenants,  and  but  few 
good  ; he  never  expelled  to  have  feen  fuch  a Lord  Lieute- 
nant fent  to  us  as  the  prefent,  with  full  power  to  do  every 
thing  for  the  good  of  Ireland  ; he  has  faved  us  from  flavery 
and  arbitrary  power.  He  was  really  furprifed  to  hear  one 
diffenting  vote  to  this  motion ; have  we  not  got  all  we  de- 
fired  ? He  hoped  one  or  twp  negatives  would  be  of  little 
fignification,  (if  they  Ihould  perlift)  in  comparifon  to  niore 
than  two  hundred,  and  he  moft  heartily  concurred  with  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  in  every  particular 
of  it,  as  a fincere  friend  to  his  country. 

The  Houfe  divided  upon  the  words  objected  to  by  the  Re- 
corder. 

Ayes  for  the  Addrejs  - $ii 

Noes,  the  two  Tellers,  the  Recorder  and  Mr.  Wallh. 

Mr.  Bagenal.  I will  beg  leave  to  congratulate  this  coun- 
Jry.  We  have  at  laft  got  the  freedom  which  all  the  world 
i}iOuld  have—it  is  our  birth-right  j but  in  our  meridian 

there 


Collectanea  politt'ea* 


258‘ 

there  is  na life  without  it — our  exiftence  now  begins,  and.* 
will  depend'  tipon  what  .ufe  we  make  of  the  population  and 
wealth’ that  will  refult  from  the  advantages  of  a free  confti-*- 
tution. 

I will  beg  leave  to  congratulate  England  : Inftead  of  a 
nominal  or  a repugnant  dependent,  (he  has  now  a powerful^ 
faithful  ally,  one  that  Ihc  can  never ^exift  without. 

I will  beg  leave  to  congratulate  his  Majefty  : he  has  con- 
ciliated three  ihillions  of  fuch  fubjefls  as  muft  make  hini 
happy — men  willing  to  be  loyal^  as  they  are  determined  tp 
be  free. 

i will  congratulate  his  Miniii;ers  alfo  ; they  may  now  de- 
pend upon  foch  fupport  as  they  ought  always  to  look  for. 
And  to  whoni  does  the  empire  owe  dl  this  ? To  a man, 
principally,  who  is  refolved  to  take  no  t’eward  from  Go- 
vernment. I will  not  pretend  to  fay  he  was  jvrong,  though 
I know  that  fuch  merit  ought  to  be  diftinguiflied  in  every., 
manner  poffible.  Shall  every  body  have  what  they  ought  to' 
have,  except  him  alone,  to  whom  every  individual  in  this 
empire  is  fo  much  indebted,  and  by  whofe  example  every 
individual  in  the  univerfe  may  be  fo  much  benefited  ? He 
has  faved  this  empire  from  an  iron  age,  and  has  reflored  an 
unequivocal  golden ' one.  By  our  affefUonate  alliance  with 
England,  we  (hall  not  only  be  benefited  ourfelves,  but  fhall 
fee  a beloved  fifter  revive,  without  any  painful  repining,  or 
apprehenfiohs  for  her  profperity.' 

In  thefe  happy  circumftances  in  which  he  has  placed  us 
(tho’  I honour  every  privatp  compliment  as  I may  call  thofc 
that  I fee  paid  to  our  illuftrio'us  benefadlor)  I believe  there  is 
no  man  that  would  not  blufh  to  think  a Grattan’s  child 
might' point  at  a ftatue,  or  monument,  that  has  often  been 
dedicated  to  {lender  or  problematical  merit,  and  fay,  jthat  was' 
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my  father’s,  your  benefactor’s  only  reward.  have  there? 
fore  a motion  to  make  you,  which  might  appear  like  pre- 
fumption  in  me,  as  it  is  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  glory 
and  interefts  of  this  kingdom,  if  I could  fuppofe  that  any 
Member  of  the  Britifh  empire  could  give  it  a negative ; the 
fupport  of  it  is,  that  we-^ould  take  into  confideration  what 
fum  we  fhould  grant  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  a feat, 
and  building  a fuitable  manfion  for  our  great  benefaClor,  in 
teftimony  of  our  gratitude  for  the  unequalled ' fervices  that 
he  has  done  for  this  kingdom.  Were  we  to  omit  this,  or 
ftiould  we  do  it  in  a manner  unfuitable  to  the  htuation  he 
has  raifed  us  to,  we  fliould  be  very  ungrateful  indeed,  and 
never  might  we  expeCt  that  a bleffing  could  attend  it. 

It  muft  be  needlefs  to  fay  any  thing  in  favour  of  fuch  a 
.meafure,  of  I would  not  dare  to  be  the  mover  of  it.  I will 
only  add,  that  as  he  has  left  nothing  undone  that  is  material 
to  the  profperity  of  this  kingdom,  it  can  no  more  lay  a pre- 
cedent for  hurtful  grants  of  the  fame  nature  here,  than 
pienheim  did  in  Great  Britain.  . 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  compare  even  the  fervices  of  Marl- 
borough to  thofe  for  which  we  Band  iiidebted  ; we  have  no 
deductions  to  make  from  our  gratitude — without  protraCting, 
or  any  public  expence,  his  efforts  have  been  tirned  and  con^ 
duCted  with  fo  much  wifdom,  and  the  appearance  of  fuch  a 
being  on  earth  was  fo  effentialto  the  cftablifhment  of  liberty 
at  this  moft'critical  juncture,  that  without  fuperftition,  men 
may  well  record  hit?!  amongft  the  moft  propitious  interpofif 
tions  of  heaven. 

He  has  crowned  his  work,  and  under  his  aufpices  the 
jthrone  of  freedom  is  fixed  on  fo  certain  a bads,  and  will 
probably  be  always  fo  well  fupported  by  the  due  influence 
the  public  are  likely  to  acquire  under  his  fyftem,  that  with 
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the  bleffing  of  God  there  is  no  danger  of  Parliament  itfelf 
ever  being  able  to  (hake  it ; nor  fhall  Parliament,  I 'truft, 
ever  again  be  profanely  ftiled  omnipotent.  I am  confeious 
I mud:  have  anticipated  men  infinitely  better  qualified  to 
bring  fuck  a meafure  forward one  excufe  I have,  for  it  is 
not  the  impatient  w.ifli  that  every  body  muil  have  to  fee  fuch 
a charadter  exalted — nor  any  little  vanity  to  diftinguilfti  my- 
felf — but  as  I never  had  any  private  acquaintance,  nor  pri- 
vate .converfation  with  our  great  benefa^lor,  I thought  it 
might  .come  as  well  from  one  from  whom  he  could  have  any 
item,  as  from  the  moft  diftinguifhed  perfonage  that  he  is  in- 
timate with. 

Virtue,  to  be  fure,  is  its  own  reward,  and  we  know  th^t 
our  generous  benefactor  is  in  his  own  fphere  of  happinefsy  con- 
Unt — But  fhall  we  be  content  without  doing  our  duty  ? ShaU 
we  be  ungrateful,?  God  forbid. 

Gratitude  feems  to  be  a yirtue  peculiarly  adapted  to  na- 
tions that  have  received  fuch  benefits  as  ours — It  is  often 
negleCled  by  individuals,  becaufe  it  is  often  out  of  their 
power  to  be  as  grateful  as  they  wifh  ; we,  I truft,  fhall  never 
have  fuch  another  opportunity  of  exercifing  ours— God 
forbid  we  fhould  let  it  flip.  ' ^ 

* To-morrow,  after  the  grant  to  his  Majefly  is  fettled,  at^d 
after  a proper  thankfgivin^  is  offered  to  Heaven,  for  the 
happy  recovery  of  our  right':,  I will  move,  That  this 
Houfe  do  refoive  itfelf  into  a committee,  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  what  fum  we  fliould  grant  for- the  purchafing  an 
eftate,  and  building  a fuitable  manfion  for  our  iliuftrious  be- 
nefactor, Henry  Grattan,  Efq;  and  his  heirs  for  evbr,  in 
teftimony  of  our  gratitude  for  the  unequalled  fervice  that  he 
has  done  for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.” 

CHAP. 
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• ’ 'CHAPTER-  XII. 

Grant  for  vaifing  20,odo*  Seamen . — Declaration  of  the  V oluri- 
teers  of  Ulfter  and  Connaught. — Addrefs  to  his  Majefy.--^ 
jParliamentary  proceedings  refpeEling  a National  Bank. — 
Bills  introduced  for  further  relief  ef  Roman  Catholics,— 
Debates  thereon.^— HahesLS  Corpus  ' Act. — Proceedings  and 
Debates  concerning  other  public  acls  paJTed  in  General 

Obfervatious, 

The  nation  thus  gratified  ^with  an  acknowledgment  .of 
its  Legiflative  Independence,  a fum  of  ioo,oool.  was 
voted  to  be  applied  towards  raifing  20,000  feamen  for  his 
Maje.fty's  fleet  *,  'and  a futn  of  50,000!.  was  likewife  granted 
to  Henry. GrattanyP.{\i.~ioY  his  faithful  and  patriotic  ferviccs. 

• The  kingdom  in  general  Teemed  now  to  entertain  a high 
fenfe  of  the  liberality  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  following 
addrefs  from  the  Committees  of  Ulfter  and  Connaught  to 
the  Volunteers  of  thofe  Provinces,  was  publifhcd  on  this 
occaflon  : ^ 

Ftiendsy  Freemeuy  and  Fellow- Soldiers y i 

“’We  have  fufpehded  all  obfervations  on  public  affairs', 
until  we  Ihduld  receive  that  authentic  information  from  our 
Legiflature  on  which  we  fhould  ground  our  proceedings. 
Appointed  by  the  Volunteers  of  our  refpecSlive  Provinces  to 
fuperintend  the  great  caufe  in  which  we  were  engaged,  we 
have  been'  watchful  fpe<ftators  of  its  progrefs,  and  have* 

waited. 
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waited.  In  filent  expectation,  for  the  fate  of  tliofe  demands 
of  juftice,  which  our  Parliament,  echoing  the  voice  of  the 
nation j had  carried  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne.  We  can 
now  congratulate  our  fellow-foldiers  on  the  full  com- 
pletion of  their  wifhes.  The  all-bountiful  Providence,  whofe 
omnipotent  hand  guides  the  fate  of  nations,  has  led  this 
country  on  to  glory ; the  people  of  Ireland,  with  the  fteady 
dignified  moderation  of  confcious  reCtitude,  have  boldly  vin- 
dicated their  rights  j and  the  magnanimity  of  Britain,  for- 
getting all  ancient  prejudices,  has  obliterated  every  four ce  of 
jealoufy,  by  an  aCl  of  ample  and  unequivocal  juftice.  Let 
us  bow  down  with  gratitude  to  that  Providenccj  whofe  di- 
vine protection  has  led  us  through  the  paths  of  peace^  to  the 
fummit  of  fuccefs ; let  us  cherilh  that  fpirit  in  ourfelves 
which  has  been  the  inftrument  of  our  deliverance  ; let  us 
embrace  our  fifter  kingdom  with  renovated  affcCVion,  and 
evince,  that  freedom  is  the  ftrongeft  cement  of  union  and  li- 
berality is  the  firmeft  bafis  of  power. 

The  diftinClion  between  Englifhmen  and  Iriflimen  is  na 
more ; we  arc  now  one  people  ; we  have  but  one  intereft, 
one  caufe,  one  enemy,  one  friend,  and  wc  truft  that  the  con- 
,duCt  of  the  Irifti  natipn  will  demonftrate  to  all  mankind, 
that  the  fame  fpirit  which  grafps  at  liberty  and  Ipurns  at 
ufurpation,  is  equally  alive  to  the  impreflions  of  friendfliip, 
of  kindnefs,  and  of  generofity.  Let  this  aufpicious  sera, 
which  at  once  reftores  us  to  the  polTeflion  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  to  the  arms  of  our  magnanimous  fifter,  be  ever  re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  this  country  ; and  let  the  glory 
which  furrounds  it  difihfe  its  light  to  illuminate  fuccceding 
ages  ; let  ftruClures  arife  to  commemorate  the  tranfaClions 
of  this  eventful  period,  and  to  hold  up  an  example  to  ftimu- 
kte  pofterity  to  an  emulation  of  the  virtues  of  their  anceftors, 
and  religioufly  to  preferve  the  facred  truft  tranfmitted  to 
them  inviolate  Tind  uncontaminated  ; let  the  whole  nation 
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- -pour  In  the  voluntary  tribute  of  its  feelings, . that  every  man 
-i-vrho  affifted  in  the  attainment  of  the  object  may  have  the 
gratification  of  contributing  to  the  meafure  which  is  to  re- 
cord it,  and  that  as  the  caufe  is  national,  fo  fhould  the 
’monument. 

Amidft  thefe  effufions  of  public  exultation  ; amidft  thefe 
records  of  the  glorious  events  of  this  memorable  lera't  while 
we  pay  every  teftimony  of  heart-felt  gratitude  to  thofe  ever- 
to-be-honaured  Senators,  who,  fuperior  to  all  temptation, 
have  boldly  flood  forth  in  vindicating  the  rights  of  their 
country  5 while  we  offer  every  tribute  of  particular  venera- 
tion to  thfe  illuftrious  leader  of  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland, 
the  Bari  of  Charlemonty  we  fhould  be  wanting  to  our  own 
feelings,  to  our  fenfe  of  juftice,  and  to  what  we  are  con- 
vinced is  the  unanimous  fenfe  of  the  nation,  .did  we  not 
hold  up  that  great  and  exalted  characSler, 
as  the  obje£l:  of  peculiar  commemoration  and  diftinguiflied 
national  reward.  It  was  the  capacious  genius  of  that  honor 
to  his  country  and  mankind,  which  firft  conceived  the  prac- 
ticability of  relcuing  his  native  land  from  oppreflion  ; it 
was  the  power  of  his  fplendid  abilities  which  routed  the 
public  mind,  and  called  forth  all  the  talents  and  all  the  vir- 
tue in  the  nation  to  his  aid  ; it  was  his  perfeverance  which, 
withfuch  an  aid,  irrefiftibly  bore  down  all  oppofitj/pn  to  the 
Parliamentary  declaration,  and  the  Britifli  recognition  of 
oui*  Conftitution.  Services  like  thefe  are.  fo  blended  with, 
and  form  fo  leading  a feature  in  the  hiftory  of  ,the  times, 
that  one  cannot  be  commemorated  without  the  other,  nor 
can  any  monument  record  the  effe(5l  without  diftingui flying 
the  caufe.  But  we  fhould  not  flop  here the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  received  Blenheim  From  the  Britifh  nation,  as 
a tribute  of  gratitude  for  his  military  fuccefs;  bnt  as  much 
as  liberty  is  more  valuable  than  conqueft,  fo  are  the  fervices 
©f  a Grattan  fuperior  to  tbofe  of  a Marlhr^ugh  \ and  we 
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truft  the  chara£leriftic  generofity  of  the  Irifli  will  not  be  in- 
ferior  to  that  of  Britain,  in  proportion  to  her  ability.  The 
reward  to  the  indiv  idual  is  united  to  the  political  encourage- 
ment held  out  to  public  virtue,  and  if  a nation  fhould  err 
in  its  retribution  for  diftinguifhed  fervices,  its  error  fhould 
ever  be  on  the  fide  of  liberality. 

Imprefled  with  thefe  opinions,  we  did  intend  to  recom- 
mend it  to  your  confideration,  to  apply  in  your  capacity  as 
freeholders  to  the  Sheriffs  of  your  refpe£live  counties,  to 
convene  public  meetings,  for  the  purpofe  of  inftrudting 
your  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  to  confer  an  adequate, 
national  reward  on  that  truly  deferving  charadler  ; but  find- 
ing the  fubjedf  was  laft  night  mentioned  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  a very  refpedtable  Member,  and  is  foon  to  be 
taken  under  Parliamentary  confideration,  we  have  only  to 
exprefs  our  wifh,  that  every  county  in  the  kingdom  may  be 
convened  to  fan<5fion,  by  their  approbation,  the  condudl  of 
their  Reprefentatives  on  this  occalion,  and  evince,  that  it 
is  equally  the  defire  of  the  people  and  the  Legiflature. 

While  we  felicitate  you  on  the  glorious  profpefls  which 
now  begin  to  open  in  this  country  ; while  we  view  with 
wonder  and  exultation  the  tide  of  good  fortune  which  pour- 
ed in  at  once  upon  the  Irifh  nation  and  the  empire  at  large, 
we  cannot  but  particularly  intrcat  you  not  to  relax  your  mili- 
tary difcipline  ; we  have  now  a Conftitution  as  well  as  pro- 
perty to  defend  againft  the  common  enemy  ; let  us  remem- 
ber too,  that  there  is  a public  fpirit  and  a high  fenfe  of 
honour  annexed  to  the  Volunteer  Inftitution,  which  we 
have  found  the  great  fupport  and  incentive  to  national  vir- 
tue ; and  which,  having  already  made  corruption  fink  be- 
fore it,  can  alone  prevent  its  rifing  again  into  exiftence. 

« The  late’ happy  change  in  his  Majefty^s  meafures  and 
in  Ireland,  as  well  as  Great  Britain,  feems  the 
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liarbinger  of  profperity  and  indiflbluble  union  to  both  king-  ‘ 
doms  i and  we  tfuft,  that  gratified  in  all  thofe  particulars 
mentioned  in  the  late  addrelTes  of  our  Parliament,  the  peo* 
pie  of  this  country  will  (as  well  as  the  Legiflature)  afiure  his  ; 
^lajefty,  that  while  England  adheres  to  the  principle  mani*  r 
fefted  in  her  prefent  condu(n,\  no  conftitutional  queftionl 
between  the  two  nations  will  any  longer  cxift,  which  can 
interrupt  their  harmony  ; and  that  we  will  fhew  our  fifter 
kingdom  and  the  world,  that  a government  founded  on  the 
broad  bafis  of  liberty,  of  purity,  and  public  opinion,  will 
{land  unfliaken  upon  the  fupport  of  the  nation,  and  rife  fu- 
pcrior  to  all  the  arts  of  corruption.  Dublin,  May  28,  1782* 

For  Uljler,  For,. Connaught. 

.«  MERVYN  ARCHDALL  ' JOHN  GEOGHEGAN 
« FRANCIS  DOBBS  , . “ LEWIS  FR.  IRVINE* 

« JOSEPH  POLLOCK.  ’ “ NEAL  O’DONEL.** 

The  following  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  was  likewife  agreed 

tp: 

**  To  the  king’s  moft  Excellent  Majefty,  the  humble  Ad- 
drefs of  the  Volunteers  of  Ulfter. 

T^lojl  gracious  Soverslg7t^ 

With  the  moft  unfeigned  attachment  to  your  Majefty’s 
perfon  and  family,  we  approach  your  throne.  You  are  our 
true  and  lawful  Sovereign  j and  w’e  truft.that  every  ail  of 
ours  will  evince,  that  we  are  your  faithful  and  loyal  fubjeils. 

The  addrefies  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  having  difclaimed 
any  power  or  authority,  of  any  fort  whatfoever,  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  over  this  realm,  w'e  fhall  confideran* 
unqualified  and  unconditional  repeal  of  the  ftat'ute  of  the' 
fixth  of  George  the  Firft,  by  the  Britifh  Parliament,  made 
VoL.  1.  S 
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in  purfuance  of  the  faid  addrelTes,'  a compleat  rcnimciatioi? 
of  a principle  hofrile  to  the  rights  of  Ireland,  and  of  all  the  - 
claims  contained  in  the  faid  ftatute  ; and  as  fuch  we  will 
accept  if  and  deem  it  fatisfa^lory.  Thus  united  by  the  facred 
bond  of  freedom,  we  requeft  our  gracious  Sovereign  to  af* 
fare  ouriifler  kingdom,  that  we  will  be  lharers  in  her  fate,, 
landing  or  falling  with  the  Britiib  empire^ 

**  We  humbly  beg  leave  to  exprefs  our  gratitiKle  for  the 
appointment  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland.  Prevented  by  fituation  from  cnjoying.- 
the  prefence  of  our  benevolent  Sovereign,  we  rejoice  in  a 
Viceroy,  whole  charafler  aflures  us  that  he  will  faithfully 
difeharge  the  duties  of  his  ftation. 

The  oeconomy  and  retrenchment  which  your'  Majefty 
lias  been  gracioufly  pfeafed  both  to  recommend  and  praeSfife, 
will,  we  humbly  hope,  be  extend(!d  to  Ireland.  Should  a 
inorc  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  be  alfo  adopted,  our 
profperity  would  be  for  ever  fecured,  and  your  Majefty^s 
reign  moft  honourably  diftinguifhed  in  the  annals  of  man- 
kind. 

«<  We  rejolcb  in  the  great  and  hgnal  fuccefs  of  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  arms  : every  enemy  muft  yield  to  the  efforts  of  a great, 
a brave,  a free,  and  an  united  people.  Your  Majefty's  choice 
of  thole  whom  you  have  entrufted  with  the  adminiifration  of 
public  affairs  gives  us  the  moft  heart-felt  fatisfaflion  ; pub- 
lic conftdence  is  revived  ; and  we  doubt  not  but  your  Ma- 
jeftyYcrown  and  empire  will  fpeedily  be  railed  to  the  higheft: 
pinnacle  of  human  glory. 

“We  have  ever  beheld  with  admiration  your  Majefty’s 
doineftic  vfftues.  May  your  Majcfty,  and  the  truly  great 
aiid  amiable  partner  of  your  throne,  long,  long  live  to  blefs 
each' other  : may  the  offspring  of  your  happy  union  reward 
your  paternal  fendnefs,  by  a difplay  of  every  grace  and 

every 
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every  virtue  ; and  when,  at  length,  the  immutable  law  of. 
nature  {hall ‘demand  that  tribute,  which  even  Kings  muft, 
pay,  may  your  mourning  fubje^s  with  one  voice  lament, 
that  the  great,  the  benevolent  father  of  his  people  is  no 
more. 

WILLIAM  IRVINE,  Chairman* 

“ JAMES  DAWSON^  Secretary.*^ 

^ % k * 

* The  TarViament  now  proceeded  to  repeal  tbd 

Ehglilh  ftatute  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  ift.  This  a£l,  com- 
monly called  the  Dtclaratory  ASiy  was  entitled,  ‘‘  An  Acl 
'for  the  better  fecuring  the  dependency  of . the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land upon  the  Crozxm  of  Great  Britain,”  and  paiLed  in  the 
following  words  : 

“ Whereas  the  Knufe  of  Lords  6f  Ireland  have  oFIatei 
‘^'againft  law,  alTumed  to  themfelves  a power  and  jurifdic- 
« tion  to  examine,  correal  and  amend  the  judgments  and 
decrees  Of  the  Courts  of  Jidlice  in  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land  ; therefore,  for  the  better  fecuring  of  the  dependency 
“ of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  may  it  pleafe 
your  moft  excellent  Majefty,  that  it  may  be  declared,  and 
” be  it  declared  by  the  King’s  moft  excellent  Majefty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  corifent  of  the  Lords  fpiritiial 
“ and  temporal,  and  Commons  in  this  prefent  Parliament 
“ aftembled,  and  by  the  autliority  of  the  fame  : That  the 
“ faid  kingdom  of  Ireland  hath  been,  is,  and  of  right  ought 
“ to  be,  fubordinate  and  dependent  upon  the  Imperial 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  as  being  inleparably  united  and 
annexed  thereunto  : and  that  the  King"^  Majefty,  by  and 
“ with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and 
« temporal,  and  Commons  of  Great-britain  in  parliament  af- 
fembled,  had,  hath,  and  of  right  ought  to  have,  full  power 
and  authority  to  make  laws  and  ftatutes  of  fufHcient  force 
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«*  and  validity  to^bind  the  kingdom  and  people  of  lr9^ 
«land. 

= And  be  It  fntther  declaimed  and  ena£ted  by  the  authority 
<<  aforefaid,  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland  have  not, 
nor  of  right  ought  to  have  any  jurifdiftion  to  judge  of, 

« affirm,  or  reverfe  any  judgment,  fentence  or  decree  given 
in  any  Court  within  the  faid  kingdom  ; and  that  all  pro- 
ceedings  before  the  faid’  Houfe  of  Lords  upon  any  fuch 
judgment,  fentence  or  decree  are,  and  arc  hereby  declared 
to  be,  utterly  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
whatfoever.’^ 

The  ftatute  by  which  this  was  repealed,  runs  thus  ; 
^ Whereas  an  afl  was  pafled  in  the  6th  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Firfl,  entitled,  An  AB 
for  the  batter  fecuring  the  dependency  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland 
^ upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain^  may  it  pleafe  your  moll 
“ excellent  Majefty  that  it  be  cnafted,-  and  be  it  enacted  by  ' 
**  the  King’s  moft  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
“ and  confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
Commons  in  this  prefent  Parliament  aftembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  from  and  after  the  paffing 
of  this  aCt,  the  above-mentioned  acl,  and'the  feveral  mat- 
ters  and  things  thereia  contained,  fhall  be,  and  is  and  are 
“ hereby  repealed.’*  ^ 

It  was  the  opinion  of  feveral  merr,  of  eminent  abilities,  in 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  that  this  ftmple  repeal  of  the 
Declaratory  Adi,  did  not  effeiftually  renounce  the  claims  of 
Great  Britain,  or  fufficiently  fecure  our  Legifiativ^  Rights. 
This  point  was  warmly  debated,  but  as  the  ailed ged  infuf- 
iiciency  of  that  proceeding  is  now  done  away,  we  lhall  not 
enter  into  a detail  of  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  on  that 
fubjeft  : the  reader  may  find  them  fully  ftated  in  the  Barha- 
mentary  Rsgfery  Vol.  L We  ffiall,  however,  mention 

feme 


-Cdllettanea  f>cCittca>  ^^9 

fome  circumftances  which  immediately  gave  rife  to  the  ' 
Declaratory  ftatute,  and  ilievv.how  far  the  principles  of  it 
Were  combated  in  thjs  kingdom,  at  a more  early  p<?rIod. 

In  1698,  a moft  unju 0:1  liable  attack  was  made  on  the  judi- 
cial privilege. of  the  Irhh  Houfe  of  Lords,  by^tlie  following 
order  of -the  Houle  of  Lords  in  England  ; 

f Die  Mart'iSy  2^th  Maijy  1698. 

Wliereas  a petition  and  appeal  was  offered  to  the  Houfe 
,on  the  7th  of  January  laft,  of  dhe-fociety  of  the  governor 
and  afiidants  of  London,  of  the  new  plantation  in  Ulfter, 
in  the  kingdorn  of  Ireland,  againft  a judgment  given  by  the 
Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  of  Ireland  in  Parliament  diere 
affembled,  on  the  24th  day  of  September  laft,  upon  the  peti- 
tion and  appeal  of  William,  Lord  Lifhop  of  Derry,  againft 
-the  decree  or  order  made  in  the  faid  caufe  in  the  Court  of 
^Cha'ncery  there  : vyhereupon  a committee  was  appointed,  to 
conlider  of  the  proper  method  of  appealing  from  the  decrees 
made  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland,  and  that  purfuant 
.to  the  order  of  the  laid  xomniiitee,  and  a letter  fent  to  the 
Lords  Juftices  of  Ireland,  by  order  of  this  Houfe,  fcveral 
precedents  have  been  tranfmhted  by  the  Lords  Juftices  to 
this  Houfe,  copies  whereof  w^ere  ordered  to  be  delivered  to 
either  lide  : after  hearing  counfel  upon  the  petition  of  the 
ibciety  of  London,  prefented  to  this  Houfe  the  2Cth  of  April 
iaftj  praying  that  they  might  be  heard,  as  to  the  jurifdidllon 
,of  the  Houle  of  Lords  in  Ireland^  in  receiving  and  judging 
appeals  from  the  Chancery  there,  as  alfo  counfel  for  the 
^ilhopot  Derry  : after  due  conilderafion  of  the  precedents, 
and  of  what  was  offered  by  counfel  thereupon  ; it  is  this  day 
ordered,  adjudged  and  declared,  by  the  Lords  Ipiritual  and 
temporal  in  Parliament  affembletl,  that  the  laid  appeal  by  the 
Biftiop  of  Derry,  to  thq  Houle  of  Lords  in  Ireland,  from  the 
decree  or  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  there  made,  in 
: S 3_  the 
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the  caiife  wherein  the  faid  BiOiop  of  Derry  was  plaintiff,  and 
the  faid  fociety  of  the  governors  and  afliftants  of  London, 
of  the  new  plantation  in  Ulfter,  in  Ireland,  were  defendants, 
was  coram  non  judice,  and  that  all  the  proceedings  thereupon 
are  null  and  void  ; and,  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ire- 
land ought  to  proceed  in  the  faid  caufe,  as  if  no  fuch  appeal 
had  been  made  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  there  ; and  if  either 
of  the  faid  parties  do  find  themfelves  aggrieved  by  the  faid 
decree  or  order  of  Chancery,  they  are  at  liberty  to  purfue 
their  proper  remedy  by  way  of  appeal  to  this  Houfe. 

prdered^  That  the  Lord  Chancellor  do  write  to  the  Lords 
Juftices  of  Ireland,  and  fend  them  this  order. 

The  Lords  of  Ireland  protefted  againfi  thi-^  proceeding, 
and  afterwards  on  the  12th  of  Feb.  1703,  they  made  the 
following  order  : 

Whereas  upon  hearing  the  complaint  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Edward,  Earl  of  Meath,  and  Cecilia,  Countefs  of  Meath, 
his  wife,  exhibited  to  this  Houfe  on  the  19th  of  Odlober  lafi, 
It  has  appeared  upon  full  proof,  that  they  have  been  illegally 
difpoflelTed  of  the  lands  of  part  of  Rocheftown,  Corruta, 
Loughloughery,  Keating,  &c.  all  lying  and  being  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary,  the  a<fi:ual  pofiTeffidn  whereof  v/as  given 
them,  purfuanttoan  order  of  this  Houfe,  dated  the  29th  of 
‘ bffober  1695  : We  the  Lords  fpirltuaf  and  temporal  m 
Parliament  afiembled,  this  12th  day  of  Feb.  1703,  do  order, 
require,  and  command  the  Sheriff  of  the  faid  county  of 
Tipperary,  for  the  time  being,  forthwith'  to  put  the  faid 
Earl  and  Countefs  of  Meath  in  the  adfual,  quiet  and  peace- 
able pefiefiion  of  ail  the  aforefaid  lands  and  premifies,  ’ as  tic 
will  anfwer  the  contrary  at  his  peril. 

From  th  s period  until  the  year  4717,  we  find  the  Houfe 

Lo’ds  of  Great  Britain  did  not  attempt  to  interfere  w^ilh 

the 
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tlie  right^s  and  privileges  of  the  Lords  and  people  of  this 
kingdom. 

‘But  about  the  year  1717,  that  Houfe  thought  proper  once 
more  to  endeavour  the  eftablifliment  of  their  ufurped  autho- 
rity, and  accordingly  entertained  an  appeal  from  Maurice 
tAimeOy,  againft  a deciilpn  of  the  Lords  of  Ireland,  re- 
..verfed  their  decree,  and  ordered  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of 
•Kildare  to  reftore  to  Mr.  Annefley  the  pofleihon  of  certain 
. Jands^  of  which  he  had  been  dirpofTefTcd  by  the  order  of  the 
Irifh  Lords. 

And  to  enforce  this  order,,  the  Brltifh  Lords  had  recourfe 
^to  the  authority  of  the  Barpns  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
.here,  who  ordered  the  Sheriff  of  .Kildare  tp  reflore  Mr. 
Annefley  to  thejpoffeffion  of  his  lands,  according  to  the  order 
of  the  Lords  of  ,jCreat  I^ritain. 

The  .Sheriff  (Alexander  Byrrowes,  Efq.)  fpirltedly  re- 
fufed .obedience  to  this  illegal  order  : the  Barons  endeavour- 
ed to  enforce  it  by  the  impofition  of  heavy  fines  ; wherer 
upon  he  petitioned  the  Irifh  Lords  for  relief,  which  having 
.been  referred  to  a cpmmittce  of  the  Houfe,  they,  on  the 
iiSthJuly,  1719,  made  the  following  report,  and  entered  Into 
the  following  refolutions  and  proceedings.^ 

On  the  17th  of  0<flober,  17 19, ‘the  Houfe  proceeded  on 
the  order  of  the  day,  for  reading  the  reprefentation  to  his 
IMajefty  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  petiticn 
of  Alexander  Biirrowes,  Efq.  in  the  ^caufe  of  Sherlock  and 
Annefley. 

And  the  faid  reprefentation  was  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : ^ 

§ 4 Tf 
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^ To  the  King*s  Mojl  Excellent  Majejl^, 

The  humble  reprefentation  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  ancj 
Temporal  in  Parliament  alTcmbleci. 

M^ojl  gracious  Sovereigny 

It  is  with  the  greateft  concern  that  we,  your  Majefty^g 
moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral in  Parliament  affembled,  do  find  ourfeives  under  a ne- 
iceffity  of  making  this  our  humble  reprefentation  to  your 
Majefty. 

It  evidently  appears,  by  many  ancient  records,  and  fun- 
dry  a£ls  of  Parliament  palTed  in  this  kingdom,  and  particur 
larly  by  one  in  the  i ith  of  Queen  hlizabeth,  entitled,  An 
a^for  attainder  of  Shane  O’Neil,  See”  that  the  Kings,  with 
all  the  Princes  and  men  of  value  of  the  land,  did,  of  their 
pwn  good  wills,  and  without  any  vrar  or  chivalry,  fubmit 
themfelves  to  your  Majefty’s  royal  anceftor,  King  Henry  II. 
took  oaths  of  fidelity  to  him,  and  became  his  liege  fubjedls, 
who  (as  it  is  aflerted  by  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Coke  and 
others*)  did  ordain  and  command,  at  the  infiance  of  the 
Irifh,  that  “ fuch  laws  as  he  had  in  England,  (hould  be  of 
force  and  obferved  in  Ireland/*  By  this  agreem-^nt  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  obtained  the  benefit  of  the  Englifti  laws,  and‘ 
many  privileges,  particularly  that  of  having  a difiin^f  Parlia- 
ment here,  as  in  England,  f and  of  having  weighty  and  mo- 
mentous matters,  relating  to  this  kingdom,  treated  of,  dit 
cuffed  and  determined  in  the  faid  Parliament, 

This  concefiion  and  compacl  thus  made,  and  afterwards^, 
by  fucceeding  Kings,  confirmed  to  the  people  of  this  land^ 
5ri  procefs  of  time,  proved  a great  encouragement  to  luany 
of  the  Englilh  to  come  over  and  fettle  tne'mfelves  in  Ireland^ 
where  they  were  to  enjoy  the  fame  laws  and  liberries,  and 

T’vc 

* Coke,  4th  inlt.  p.  349.  Mitt,  Paiis,  auno  ii?2,  p.  103,— f tb.  33<3.  ^ 
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Ihe  under  the  like  conftitution  as  they  had  formerly  done 
in  the  kingdom  of  England*  ; which,  through  God’s  good 
providence,  has  proved  a means  of  fecuring  this  kingdom  to 
the  Crown  of  England,  and  we  truft  will  do  To  to  all  futu- 
rity. By  this  happy  cojijftitution,  and  thefe  privileges  by  us 
for  fo  many  years  enjoyed,  the  Englifh  fubjcdls  of  this  king- 
dom have  beeh  enabled  faithfully  to  difeharge  their  duty  to 
the  Crown  of  England,  and  vigoroufly  fet  themfelves,  upon 
all  occafions,  to  alTert  the  rights  thereof,  againft  all  the  re- 
bellions which  have  been  raifed  by  the  Iriib  enemies.  And 
therefore,  we,  your  Majefty’s  loyal  fubje<Sls,  do,  with  all  fub- 
n^iffion  to  your  Majefty,  upon  them,  and  hope, 

through  your  Majefty’s  gfodnefs,  to  have  them  preferved 
inviolable.  " 

“ And  we  beg  leave  to  reprelent  to  yoqr  Majefty,  that 
though  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm  was  formerly  infe- 
parably  annexed  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England,  and  is 
now  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  f yet  this  kingdom  being  of 
itfelf  a diftin^t  dominion,  and  no  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
England,  none  can  determine  concerning  the  affairs  thereof, 
unlefs  authorized  thereto,  by  the  known  laws  and  cuftoms 
of  this  kingdom,  or  by  the  expreis  confent  of  the  King.J 

And  as  your  royal  anceftors  have  always  enjoyed  the 
right  and  power  of  determining  all  matters  that  related  only 
to  this  kingdom,  by  their  royal  authority,  in  their  Parlia- 
ments held  here,  fo  we  humbly  hope  your  Majefty  w’ill 
always  look  on  this  right  as  a ipoft  valuable  jewel  of  your 
crown,  which  none  fhould  prefume  to  touch  without  your 
Majefty’s  confent  5 and  that  your  Majefty  will  gracioufly 
allow  us  to  reprefent  it,  as  an  invafton  of  your  prerogative, 
?nd  a grievance  to  your  loyal  fubjedts  in  this  kingdom,  that 

any. 

* Pryn,  on  4th  Inft,  p.  287.  Anno  31  Ed.  111. 
f Anno  2 Eliz.  p.  214,  c.  5.  e.  7.  p,  218. 

I Coke,  4t]i  hill.  p.  3J0. 
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any  court  of  judicature  fiiould  take  upon  them  to  dcclsfis, 
that  your  -Majefty  cannot  determine  all  controverlies  between 
your  fubjects  of  this  kingdom,  and  about  matters  relating 
wholly  to  tiue  fame,  by  your  royal  authority,  in  your  ParJi^- 
ment  iuramoned  to  meet  here,  or  that  your  fubje<^l:s  of  Ire- 
land appealing , to  your  Majefry  in  your  Parliament  in  Ire- 
land, in  matters  wholly  relating  to  this  kingdom,  do  bring 
their  caufe  before  i;tcompetent  judicature. 

We  have^may  it  pleafe  ypur  facred  Majefty)  endeavour, 
ed  with  our  utmoft  care,  to  enquire  into  the  grounds  of  all 
fuch  appeals  or  removals  of  caufes  from  this  kingdom,  as 
have  at  any  time  been  made  into  England,  and  are  perfuad- 
ed  that  fuch  ufages  have  been  introduced  by  flow  degree^, 
at  flrfc  the  Judges  here  being  to  determine  the  caufes  that 
came  before  them  by  the  copimon  laws  of  England,  and 
fomciimes  not  knowing  well  the  ufages  there,  applied  to 
Henry  III.  ^ their  then  King,  for  information,  who  gave 
them  an  account  what  the  common  law  and  cuftom  of  Eng- 
land in  like  cafes  was,  and  this  undoubtedly  by  tbe  advice 
of  the  Juflices  of  the  King’s  Bench,  who  then  were  obliged 
to  attend  the  King  wherever  he  fhould  be  f ; and  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  when  his  fucceflbrs  had  fettled  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench  after  another  manner,  and  had  forborne  to  flt 
there  themfelves  in  perfon,  the  application  which  formerly 
ufed  to  be  made  to  the  King  who  preflded  in  that  Court, 
came  of  courfe  to  be  brought  before  the  Juftices  of  the  Court, 
although  the  King  was  not  there  perfonally  prefent.  And 
this,  as  we  conceive,  gave  rife  to  that  cuftom  of  renaoving 
caufes,  by  writs  of  error,  from  the  King’s  Bench  ip  Ireland 
to  the  King’s  Bench  in  England  ; but  from  hence  to  infer, 
that  therefore  appeals  from  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  may 
• be  brought  before  the  Houfe  of  Peers  in  England  or  Great 

Britain^ 

• 14th  Henry  IH.  ftat.  Hibern.  made  at  Weftraiofter. — f a8th  Ed,  I.  c,  5. 
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Britain,  is  a confequence  for  which  there  appears  to  be'  no 
^manner  of  ground. 

“ As  for  the  pradlice  of  appealing  from  the  High  Court  of 
Chancery  in  Ireland  to  the  Lords  of  Great  Britain,  we  can 
find  but  two  precedents  of  fuch  appeals  before  the  late  happy 
Revolution,  one  in  1670,  and  the  other  in  1679;  and  we 
can  account  for  them  no  othcrwife  than  by  obferving,  that 
-they  happened  at  a jun<^ture  when  no  oppofition  could  be 
given  them  from  this  kingdom,  becaufe  through  the  preva- 
lency of  a Popifli  intereft,  no  Parliament  had  been  held  here 
vfor  fome  years  before,  nor  were  we  then  in  any  likelihood  of 
.having  any  called  here  for  many  years  to  come  ; qor  can  we 
-hnd,  that  any  like  fubfequent  appeals « from  that  .Court  have 
^ any  other  foundation  than  thofe  two  precedents. 

And  fuch  appeals  (though  they  had  been  of  longer 
{landing,  and  better  founded)  yet  were  never  fuppofed  to 
preclude  the  King’s  Majefty  from  his  right  of  giving  recirefs 
to  his  fubjefls  of  Ireland  in  his  Parliament,  when  afTembled 
here,  any  more  than  writs  of  error  to  the  King’s  Bench  in 
England  had  hindered  the  like  writs  from  being  returnable 
in  the  Parliament  here. 

« And  accordingly  when,  by  God’s  blejTing  on  the  late 
happy  Revolution,’  this  kingdom  came  to  have  a Parliament, 
after  twenty-hx  years  intermiflion,  complaints  were  heard, 
writs  of  error  and  appeals  were  received,  and  proper  orders 
were  made  thereon  as  formerly  nor  were  they,  as  far.  as 
we  can  find,  ever  queilioned,  or  their  .validity  doubted,  till 
the  year  1^99,  when  two  appeals  from  the  Parliament  heve 
were  carried  before  the  Lords  in  England, 'though  no  plead- 
ings to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  had  been 
offered  or  mentioned  by  either  party,  on  hearing  the  laid 
caufes  here. 
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' « And  though  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  could  not  then 
jnterpofe,  or  any  way  alTert  their  jurifdi£Uon,  becaufe  it  was 
not  fitting,  yet  the  Lords  of  England  declared  the  faid  caufes 
to  be  coram  non  judice^  and  without  hearing  the  merits  of 
the  caufes,  reverfed  the  .decrees  that  had  been  made  here. 

Upon  which  qccafion,  we  cannot  but  obferve,  that  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  (as  the  conifitution  thereof  has  been 
for  fome  hundreds  of  years)  being  convened  by  the  fame  au- 
thority and  writs  of  fummons,  and  conlifting  of  hke  mem- 
bers and  diftinft  Houfes  of  Peers  and  Commons,  and  the 
former  having  the  fame  afliftance  and  attendance  from  the 
Judges  of  the  feveral  Courts  and  Mafters  of  Chancery  as  in 
England  or  Great  Britain,  either  fome  record,  aft  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  ancient  ufage  muft  ,be  fhewn,  whereby  to  make  a 
difference  (which  has  never  yet  been  attempted)  or  elfe, 
from  our  very  conftitution  it  muft,  as  we  conceive,  appear, 
that  whatever  power  of  judicature  is  lodged  in  the  Englifh 
or  Britilh  Parliament,  with  refpeft  to  that  kingdom  and  its 
inferior  Courts,  the  fame  muft  be  allowed  to  be  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland,  with  like  refpe^:  to  the  kingdom  antj 
Courts  thereof.  And  if  it  be  looked  upon  as  illegal  for  any 
inferior  Court  in  Great  Britain  to  a(ft  in  direct  oppofition  to, 
or  contempt  of  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
in  Parliament  there  affembled,  the  fame  muft  alfo  be  con- 
cluded upon  the  like  oppofition  given,  or  contempt  fhewri^ 
to  fuch  parliamentary  orders  and  decrees,  as  are  or  fhall 
made  within  this  kingdom. 

And  therefore,  in  the  year  1703,  when  a Parliament  of 
Ireland  met  on  ..  complaint  of  Edward,  Earl  of  Meath,  and 
Cecilia,  Countefs  of  Meath,  his  wife,  fetting  forth,  that  dur- 
ing the  interval  of  Parliament  they  had,  by  order  of  the 
iiOrds  ill  England,  been  difpoffeffed  of  the  lands  that  had 
been  here  decreed  them,  the  faid  Parliament  unanimjujty 
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reftored  the  faid  Earl  and  Countefs  to  the  lands  they  had 
been  fo  difpofrefTed  of,  fo  effeiStualiy,  that  neither  they  nor 
their  heirs  have  been  difturbed  in  the  pofleflion  of  them. 

And  we  may  very  juftly  conclude,  from  the  ffrong  refo- 
hitions  in  which  the  Parliament  here  did  on  that  occafion 
aflert  their  jurifdidtion,  that  they  vvoidd  have  proceeded  as 
cffeflually  in  vindicating  the  decree  on  the  other  appeal,  if 
the  removal  of  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Derry,  the  appellant  here, 
and  a compofition  made  by  his  fucceffor  with  the  lrilh  fo- 
clety  of  Londonderry,  the  appellants  in  England,  had  not 
prevented  it. 

“ After  the  time  of  thofe  two  appeals,  feveral  writs  of 
error  and  appeals  were  Drought  into  your  Parliament  in  this 
kingdom,  and  among  them  an  appeal  -wherein  Maurice  An- 
nefley,  Efq.  was  refpondent,  which  were  determined,  and 
the  judgment  given  on  them  took  efFe<^t  accordingly.  But 
the  fame  Maurice  Annefley  being  refpondent  in  an  appeal 
brought  lately  from  the  Chancery  of  the  Exchequer,  before 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  by  Plefter  Sherlock,  appellant, 
after  having  appeared  to  the  jurifdiflion  here,  appealed  to 
the  Lords  of  Great  Britain,  fi^om  a decree  made  here  in 
j^lftice  to  the  appellant  HeAer  Sherlock,  and  found  fucli 
countenance  there,  as  has  given  your  loyal  fubjecfls  juft  reafon 
to  complain  of  much  injury  done  both  to  your  Majefty's  pre- 
yogative  and  their  privileges. 

*•  For  it  having  (after  a full  and  fair  hearing)  been  decreed 
rn  your  Majefty’s  Parliament  of  Ireland,  and  accordingly  or- 
dered, that  the  appellant,  Hefter  Sherlock,  Ihould  be  put 
into  pofteflion  of  certain  lands  in  the  faid  order  named, 
until  (he  iOhould  receive  thereout  a certain  funi  of  money  to 
her  decreed,  to  be  due  and  chargeable  on  the  faid  lands  ; — 
And  the  laid  decree  and  order  having  acco'dingly  been 
obeyed,  and  put  in  execution  by  the  then  High  Sheriff  of 

the 
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the  county  of  Kildare,  to  whom  the  faid  order  was  direfled  $ 
and  the  faid  Hefter  Sherlock  being  accordingly  in  the  adfual 
pofleffion  of  the  faid  lands,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  together 
with  the  other  Barons  of  your  Majefty’s  Court  of  Exchequer 
in  this  kingdom,  have  taken  upon  them,  in  an  illegal  and 
unprecedented  manner,  to  caufe  the  faid  Hefter  Sherlock  to 
be  difpoiTefted  of  the  faid  lands,  and  to  lay  fcvcral  great 
fines  upon  the  late  High  Sheriff  of  the  faid  county  of  Kil- 
dare, for  refufing  to  give  obedience  unto  the  orders  of  them,, 
the  faid  Barons,  in  that  cafe  ifliied,  although  their  faid  or- 
ders were  manifeftly  contrary  to  the  laws,  cuftoms,  and'an- 
cient  ufages,  of  this  your  Majefty’s  kingdom,  as  well  as  to 
the  above-mentioned  refolutions  formerly  made  in  the  cafe 
of  the  late  Earl  of  Meath,  and  continuing  upon  record  in  the 
Journals  of  Parliament,  of  which  refolutions,  as  well  as  of 
the  federal  refolutions  and  decrees  in  like  manner  mad& 
upon  the  appeal  of  the  faid  Hefter  Sherlock,  the  faid  Ba- 
rons had  fufficient  and  timely  notice  before  the  ifluing  ofi 
any  of  their  above-mentioned  illegal  orders^  as  in  a report  of 
this  whole  proceeding,  now  alfo  entered  in  the  Journals  of 
Parliament  (a  copy  whereof  we  herewith  humbly  lay  before^ 
your  Majefty)  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear. 

/ 

“ Hereupon  we  humbly  crave  leave  to  reprefent  unto  your 
Majefty,  that  although  appeals  from  the  Courts  of  Equity  in 
this  kingdom  to  the  Lords  of  England  or  Great  Britain,  are* 
but  a very  late  pradffice,  (as  we  have  already  fet  forth)  *,  yetr 
in  all  luch  cafes,  it  has  been  the  conftant  and  received  prac- 
tice here,  that  no  copy  of  any  order  of  the  faid  Lords  was 
ever  allowed,  or  demanded  to  be  allowed,  as  authentic  in 
any  fuch  Court,  except  the  fame  were  exprefsly  dire<fte(i, 
unto  the  Court  u hich  was  to  put  the  fame  in  execution,  and; 
proved  by  a witnefs  viva  voce^  upon  oath,  to  be  a true  copy 
of  the  original  order.  Nor  docs  it  appear,  that  any  fuch 
Court  ever  claimed,  or  pretended  to  any  authority,  to  fup-; 
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ply  any  defe<Sls  fuppofed  at  any  time  to  be  in  any  fueh  order^^; 
or  by  virtue  of  fucl>  order  m the  Icaft  to  go  beyond  what , 
cxpreAly  and  in  words  was  in  fuch  order  contained.  And 
yet  fo  it  is,  that  although  the  only  pretence  of  the  faid  Ba- 
rons for  thefe  their  illegal  proceedings,  is  grounded  upon' 
certain  copies  of  orders,  or  pretended  orders,  from  the  Lords 
of  Great  Britain  ; yet  neither  were  the  faid  orders,  or  any  of 
them,  directed  to  the  Court  of  Equity  or  Chancery-Iide  of 
the  Exchequer,  (where  the  caufe  originally  lay,  and  from 
whence  the  appeal  was)  but  only*  to  the  Lord  Chief^  Baron 
and  other  Barons,  .which  is  the  (tile  of  the  common  la?/-  . 
fide  thereof  ; nor  were  the  faid  copies,  or  any  of  them,  in 
manner  aforefaid  proved  to  agree  with  the  original  orders  . 
neither  were  the  names  of  any  lands,  or  fo  much  as  of  any  - 
county,  inferted  in  the  faid  copies,  or  any  of  them.  And 
yet  notwithfianding  all  thefe  notorious  defeats  and  nullities’ 
of  the  faid  pretended  orders,  the  faid  Barons  have  proceed- 
ed not  only  in  their  own  names,  to  whom  the  faid  pretended  .. 
orders  were  directed,  but  alfo  in  the  names  of  the  Chan-- 
cellor  and  Treafurer  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  (to  whom 
the  faid  orders  were  no  way  direfled)  to  Ifiue  forth  fcveral 
injundlions  and  orders,  and  therein,  without  any  warrant  for 
fo  doing,  to  infert  the  names  of  lands,  and  of  the  county 
wherein  they  are  fuppofed  to  lie,  in  order  to  difpofiefs  the 
faid  Hefter  Sherlock  of  lands  whereof  fiie  had  been  put  into 
poirefiion,  as  is  herein  above-mentioned. 

And  that  your  Majefiy  may  be  yet  more  fully  apprlfed 
of  the  arbitrarinefs  as  well  as  the  'illegality  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  faid  Barons,  we  further,  in  all  humble  manner, 
lay  before  your  Majefty,  that  whereas,  amongfl  other  rules 
of  pracftice  in  all  your  Majefty’s  Courts  throughout  this  your 
kingdom,  by  ancient  law  and  cuftom  eftablifhed,  it  is  univer- 
fally  received,  that  every  order  or  other  rule  of  Court  ought 
be  made  upon  the  motion  of  fome  Counfel  or  Attorney, 

or 
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or  other  perfon  by  law  or  cuftom  allowed  to  make  fuch  mo- 
tion ; that  no  injundlion  or  writ,  ought  to  iffue  out  of  any  of 
your  Majefty's  Courts,  (except  in  the  Crown’s  caufe)  with- 
out the  name  of  a Six  Clerk  or  Attorney,  thereunto  fub- 
feribed,  who  is  to  be  accountable  unto  every  perl’on,  who 
through  any  unaue  pfa^ice  of  his,  fhall  be  aggrieved  by 
fuch  writ  or  injunction,-  and  that  no  proceedings  fhall  be 
grounded  upon  any  written  aflSdavit,  which  is  known  to  be 
cither  falfe  or  defective  in  any  material  point  thereof,  (ex- 
cept fuch  defect  be  firft  fupplied  .or  falfity  expunged)  the 
faid  Barons  in  thefe  their  proceedings,  have  aCted  in  open  • 
violation  of  thefe,  as  well  as  other  rules,  which  by  the  law 
they  ought  to  have  obferved  and  ftriCtly  kept  to.  The  Ba- 
rons having  ordered  an  injunction  to  iffue  for  the  difpoflef- 
fing  of  the  faid  Hefter  Sherlock,  without  any  motion  for 
the  fame  made  either  by  Counfel  or  Attorney,  or  by  any 
other  perfon,  except  what  w’as  offered  in  Court  by  the  faid 
Lord  Chief  Baron  himfelf ; the  faid  injunction  alfo  having 
no  name  of  any  Attorney  thereunto  affixed  or  fubferibed  ; , 
- and  the  affidavit  of  John  Annefley  (upon  which  the  faid 
Barons  afterwards  proceeded  to  fine  the  faid  late  High  She- 
riff) having  feveral  notorious  falfities  in  it,  of  which,  tho* 
the  faid  Barons  were  publicly  advertifed  at  the  time  when 
the  faid  affidavit  was  read  in  open  Court,  yet,  they  took  on 
them  to  act  thereupon,  without  caufing  the  fame  to  be  rec- 
tified, or  the  faid  falfities  to  be  expunged  or  altered. 

And  although  the  faid  orders  from  the  Lords  in  Great 
Britain  exprefsly  required  no  more,  but  that  Maurice  An- 
nefley ftiould  be  reftcred  to  the  poffeffion  of  thole  lands,  of 
which  the  faid  Maurice  was  difpoffcfied,  pending  the  appeal 
before  the  faid  Houfe  *,  yet  the  faid  Barons  in  their  faid  in- 
junction, not  only  ordered  poffeffion  of  certain  lands  by 
name,  to  be  given  to  the  faid  Annefley,  as  is  already  men- 
tioned, but  alfo  grounded  this  their  injunclLon  upon  an 
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affidavit,  v.'hcrein  it  is  not  fo  much  as  alledged  thftt  thefaid 
JVlaurice  was  at  all  pofleiTed  or  dilpoflelTed  of  any  lands  what- 
-foever  pending  the  faid.appeal. 

“ And  wheEcas  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Barons  of  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  Court  of  Exchequer  in  this  kingdom,  and  a part  of 
the  oath  by  each  of  tirem  taken  at  their  entrance  upon  their 
laid  office,  That  where  they  niay  know  any  wrong  or  pre- 
judice to  be  done  to  the  Kings  they  fhall  put  and  do  ail 
.their  diligence,  that  to  redrefs.  And  if  they  may  not  do  it, 
they  ffiall  tell  it  to  the  King,  or  them  of  his  Council,  or  to 
the  King's  ^ajehy’s  Lieutenant,  or  other  Chief  Governor  or 
, Governors  of  this  realm  for  the  time  being.”  So  far  have 
thefaid  Barons  in  the  prefent  cafe  been  from  doing  all  their 
diligence  to  redrefs  the  wrong  or  prejudice  done  to  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  prerogative,  of  finally  determining  in  your  Parliament 
here,  matters  relating  wholly  to  this  your,  kingdom,  that 
they  feem  to  have  mifed  with  great  diligence  and  zeal  in  di- 
oppolition  thereto,  and  to  have  taken  fuch  meafures  as 
will,  in  ehe^f,  effabliih  a jurirdi£fion  ftiperior  to  that  which 
your  Majefly  undoubtedly  has  in  your  High  Court  of  Par-, 
liament  in  this  kingdom  ; nor  does  k in  the  leaft:  appear,  or 
L it  at  ail  pretended,  that  the  faid  Barons,  or  any  of  them, 
during  the  above-mentioned  proceedings,  did  ever  tell,  or 
make  known  the  lame,  either  to  your  IMajefty^s  Lieutenant 
or  other  Chief  Governor  or  Governors,  or  to  your  Majehy’s 
privy  Council,  who,  if  they  had  been  timely  acquainted 
therewith,  might  (according  to  their  duty)  have  made  the 
fame  known  to  your  Majelly,  or  otherwife  have  done  what 
was  fit  and  proper  for  the  fupporting  your  Majefiys  royal 
prerogative,  and  defending  the  juft  rights  and  privileges  of 
this  your  Parliament  and  people. 

««  And  here  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  Tome 
the  many  evil  coafequences  which  we  apprehend  muft 
VoL.  I.  T neceftarily 
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peceilirlly  follow  from  fuch  exorbitant  praclices  as  thefe,  if 
a timely  and  effeflual  flop  be  not  put  to  them. 

It  is  the  right  and  happinefs  of  the  fubjefls  of  this  king- 
dom, as  well  as  thofe  of  Great  Britain,  that  by  their  refpec- 
tive  conflitutions,  the  adminiflration  of  juftice  is  near 
hand,  and  within  the  kingdom  whereunto  they  belong.  So 
that  if  any  of  your  Majefly’s  liege  people  are  at  any  time 
wronged  or  opprelTed  In  any  of  the  courts  of  law  or  equity, 
they  may,  without  great  trouble  or  expence,  have  recourfe 
to  your  Majefly,  in  your  High  Court  of  Parliament,  where 
they  may  affure  themfelves  of  fpeedy  redrefs.  But  if  this 
your  IMajefly^s  Higheft  Court  within  this  kingdom  is  de- 
prived of  the  power  of  finally  determining  the  caufes  which 
come  before  them,  all  fuch  of  your  fubje^s  as  do  not  abound 
in  wealth,  and  thereby  are  not  able  to  follow  their  caufes,  or 
bear  the  expence  of  them  in  Great  Britain,  will  be  under  a 
perpetual  necefiity  of  fitting  down  with  the  greateft  wrong  or. 
opprefiion  which  at  any  time,  under  the  colour  of  juftice,  or 
by  the  management  of  rich  and  potent  adverfaries  may  be 
laid  upon  them,  which  (confidering  the  poverty  that  every 
where  prevails  throughout  this  kingdom)  muft,  if  not  pre- 
vented in  a ftiort  time,  become  a moft  grievous  and  intolera- 
ble evil.  And  your  Majefty’s  royal  predeceflbr,  Edward  III. 
was  fo  fenfible  of  the  hardftiips  which  his  loyal  fubjecls  of 
this  kingdom  fufrered  for  want  'of  having  a mean§  ofrever- 
fiiig  erroneous  judgments  within  this  kingdom, ’that  by  his 
Charter,  dated  Auguft  30th,  in  the  29th  year  of  his  reign, 
on  the  complaint  of  his  fubjecls  of  Ireland,  ««  he  command- 
ed ail  his  Judges  and  Minifters  before  whom  any  proceftes 
fliould  be  held  at  the  profecution  of  the  parties  aggrieved, 
to  return  the  Rolls  of  the  Records,  and  proceftes  into  the 
Parliaments  to  be  held  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
that  the  records  and  proceftes  fhould  be  recited  and  examin- 
ed, and  the  errors  (if  any  flioald  be  found  in  them)  duly 
corrededa  ■ ‘ It 
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It  IS,  under  God,  the  great  fecurity  of  this  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  kingdom  of  Ireland,  that  by  the  laws  and  llatutes 
thereof,  the  fame  is  annexed  and  united  to  the  Imperial 
,Crovvn  of  England,  and  declared  to  be  depending  upon,  and 
for  ever  belonging  to  the  fame  but  if  ail  judgments,  de- 
crees, and  determinations  made  in  this  your  Majefty’s  Higlr 
Court,  within  this  your  kingdom,  arefubje<fl:  to  be  annulled 
and  reverfed  by  die  Lords  in  Great  Britain,  the  liberties  and 
properties  of  all’  your  fubje(5ls  of  Ireland  muft  thereby  be- 
come finally  dependant  on  the  Britifh  Peers,  to  the  great 
diminution  of  that  dependence  which  by  law  we  aUyays 
ought  to  have  immediately  upon  the  Crown  itfelf. 

That  your  Majedy  has,  by  the  confritution  of  this  your 
;realm  of  Ireland,  the  full  power  of  judging  and  determining 
all  cauies  that  belong  to  it  alone  in  Pleno  Parliamento,  is 
svhat  no  man  hitherto  has  ventured  openly  to  deny  or 
doubt  of, 

“ But  if  in  all  cafes  that  relate  to  this  kingdom,  the  der^ 
wer  reforty  (as  fome  of  late  have  affected  to  fpeak)  ought  to 
be  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  Great  Britain,  however  this 
jmur  Majefty’s  power  may  ftill  in  words  be  acknowledged, 
the  force  and  effect  of  it  is  in  xcaHty' taken  away  and  wholly 
yefted  in  the  Britifli  Peers. 

“ And  y/c  cannot  but  obferve,  with  the  utmod  concern, 
that  by  this  praaice  of  the  Peers  of  Great  Britain,  juft  and 
unjud  caufes  will  meet  with  equal  encouragement.  For 
however  rightly  fuch  caufes  may  be  determined  in  Parlia- 
ipent  here,  the  decrees  will  be  annulled  and  reverfed  bv  the 
Peers  of  Great  Britain,  without  hearing  or  entering  into 
^he  merits  of  the  caufe,  upon  pretence  that  the  proceedings 
were  corani  non  judice. 
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“ The  writs  for  fummoning  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral, and  electing  the  Cojnmons  to  aifemble  in  Parliament 
here,  being  the  very  fame  with  thofe  in  England  or  Great 
Britain,  as  has  been  before  obferved,  either  the  refpedVive 
powers  in  each  kingdom  muft  ftiil  be  the  fame,  or  elfe  the 
Peerage  of  this  your  Majefty’s  kingdom  muft  remain  little 
more  than  an  empty  title,  and  the  Commons  thereof  ftand 
for  ever  deprived  of  that  moft  valuable  privilege  of  impeach- 
ing in  Parliament,  whicli  cannot  poilibly  be  maintained  if 
there  be  no  fuch  thing  as  a parliamentary  judicature  within 
this  realm  ; and  if  the  power  of  the  judicature  inay^  hy  a vote 
of  the  BritiJJj  Lords ^ he  taken  away  from  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland  y no  reef  on  can  he  given  why  the  fame  may  not^  in  like 
planner j deprive  us  of  the  henejii  of  our  whole  conftitution. 

« It  is  notorious,  that  the  Lords  of  Great  Britain  have 
not,  in  themfclyes,  either  by  law  or  cuftom,  any  way  of 
putting  the  r decrees  in  execution  within  this  kingdom,  of 
which  they  have  given  moft  undoubted  evidence  by  their 
fate  application  to  your  Majefty,  to  caufe  fuch  their  decrees 
to  be  executed  by  an  extraordinary  interpofition  of  your 
royal  power.  And  fhould  your  Majefty  think  fit  to  yield  to 
this  their  defire,  we  humbly  prefume  to  think  it  would 
highly  affe<ft  the  liberty  of  your  Majefty’s  loyal  lubjefts  of 
this  kingdom. 

' ‘‘  In  order  to  prevent  the  appellant,  Hefter  Sherlock, 
above-mentioned,  from  making  any  further  application  to 
your  Parliament  here,  your  Majefty’s  Deputy-receiver,  John 
Pratt,  Efq.  thought  fit  to  pay  above  1800I.  to  the  faid  Hefter 
Sherlock,  which,  on  examination,'  he  alledged  to  be  his  own 
money  ; and  that  he  made'  an  agreement  with  the  faid 
Hrfter,  of  himfelf,  without  any  order  from  any  perfon 
whatloever  ; but  that  from  fome'eonverfation  which  he  had 
with  perfons  of  judgment,  he  thought  he  had  reafon  to 
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hope  and  expecl,  that  fince  what  he  had  done  was  for  the 
public  good,  the  Governrrient  would  not  permit  him  to  be 
a fufFerer.  What  particular  grounds  the  faid  John  Pratt 
had  thus  to  hope  and  expert,  has  not  as  yet  been  made 
known  to  us*  But  if  luch  hopes  and  expectations  as  thefe 
are  from  time  to  time  to  be  fatished,  we  leave  your  Ma- 
jefty,  in  your  royal  wifdom,  to  judge  what  the  evil  conie- 
quenccs  thereof  may  be. 

“ And  we  farther  humbly  .reprefent  to  your  Majefty,  that 
thefe  proceedings  of  the  Lords  of  England  have  greatly  em~ 
barralTed  your  Parliament,  and  difquieted  the  generality  of 
your  moft  loyal  Proteftant  fubjefts  of  this  your  kingdom, 
and  muft,  of  necefiity,  bring  all  fheriffs  and  ofheers  of  jui- 
tice  under  great  hardlhips,  by  reafon  of  the  claflung  of  dif- 
ferent jurifdicdiions.  Nor  can  we  but  with  grief  obferve, 
that  whilft  many  of  the  Peers  and  Commons  who  fat  in  Par- 
liament _were  Papifts,  thei^  judicature  was  never  queftioned  ; 
but  of  late,  fince  only  Proteftants  are  qualified  to  have  a 
lhare  in  the  Legiflature,  their  povver,  and  the  right  of  hear- 
ing caufes  in  Parliament,  hath  been  denied,  to  the  great 
difeouragement  and  weakening  of  the  Protellant  intereft  in 
Ireland. 

“ And  having  thus,  with  all  humility,  laid  before  your 
Majefty  your  undoubted  power  and  prerogative  within, this 
your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  the  immediate  dependence  of  the 
fame  upon  your  Majefty’s  Crown,  the  right  your  Majefty 
has  to  hold  Parliaments  here,  as  in  Great  Britain,  and  of 
finally  determining  therein  all  matters  that  wholly  relate  to 
this  realm,  together  with  the  great  incroachments  that  of 
late  have  been  made  upon  your  Majefty^s  prerogative,  and  the 
rights  of  this  your  Parliament,  and  the  illegal  unprecedented 
proceedings  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  and  the  other  Barons 
of  your  Majefty’s  Court  of  Exchequer,  whereby  they  have 
endeavoured  to  fupport  thofe  encroachments  with  the  evil 
T 3 confequcnces 


236’  CbHerfanea  i^oIiticaV 

confeqiicnces  of  fuch  proceedings,  in  cafe  that  a fpeedy  arrcf 
effcdtual  flop  be  not  thereunta  put.  We  moft  humbly  hope,* 
that  all  thefe  things  being  duly  conlidcred  and  weighed  with 
yeur  Maj^iy’s  ufual  wifdom,  will  abundantly  ju-ftify  us  in 
the  methods  we  have  taken,  as  Well  for  the  fupporting  of 
your  Majefty’s  royal  prerogative,  as  the  prefervation  of  the 
juft  rights  and  liberties  of  ourfelves  and  our  fellow-fubjedts," 
as  the  fame  are  fet  forth  in  the  feveral  r’efolutions  we  have 
come  to,  (a  copy  whereof  we  have  hereunto  annexed)  with 
all  humility  alTaring  yourMajefty,  that  no  difficulties  which 
we  may  be  laid  under,  fllall  hinder  us  from  giving  the  utmoft 
difpatch  to  all'  your  Majefty^s  affairs,  or  from  moft  chear- 
fully  demonftrating  that  loyalty  and  affection  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's  perfon,  and  attachment  to  your  intereft,  which  be- 
comes your  Majefty’s  dutiful  and  obedient  rubje<fts,  whereof 
we  again,  from  our  hearts,  malce  an  humble  tender  to  your 
moft  facred  Majefty. 

Refolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to' draw  up 
an  humble  addrefs  to  his  Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to 
defire  his  Grace  to  lay  the  faid  reprelentation  before  hh 
Majefty,  in  the  beft  and  moft  effeTual  manner.’' 

Great  Britain  finding  her  authority  thus  contefted,  pafled 
the  declaratory  ftatute  before  mentioned,  to  put  her  claims^ 
out  of  difpute  : — fuch  was  the  origin  of  that  act.  ‘ 

% % ^ * 

We  return  now  to  the  Parliamentary  proceedings  in  this 
kingdom  in  1782.  A bill  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Eden  on 
the  27th  of  February  for  eftabliffiing  a National  Bank.  This 
met  with  fome  oppofition,  but  the  meafure  was  carried,  and 
the  Bank  opened  the  year  following.  By  this  a(ft  (21  and  22 
Geo.  3.  c.  16)  the  bank  was  eftabliftied  by  the.  name  of — 
? 2' he  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland^  The 
fubferibers  to  it  were  to  pay  in  ^.600,000  either  in  caffi,  or 
debentures,  at  4 per  cent,  which  were  to  be  taken  at  pavy  and 
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confidered  as  money;  This  Turn  was  to  be  the  capital  ftock 
of  the  bank,  and  the  debentures  to  that  amount,  when  re- 
ceived, were  to  be  cancelled  by  the  Vice- Trealurers.  For 
thefe  an  annuity  of  ^.24, 0^:0  was  to  be  paid  to  the  company,  , 
being  equal  to  the  intereft  payable  upon  thefe  debentures  ; 
faid  Itock  to  be  redeemable  at  any  time,  upon  twelve  months 
notice,  after  the  i ft  January,  1794*  Ireland  obtained  litce- 
wile  an  important  acquilition,  by  a bill  “ for  better  fee  uring 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjeEtf  othervvife  called  the  Habeas  Corpus  - 
a^,  fimilar  to  that  formerly  pafted  in  Rnglandy  \ and  juftly 
conlidered  as  the  great  bulwark  ot  perlonal  freedom. — 
Heads  of  a bill  were  likewife  prefented  for  (ecuring  the  free- 
dom of  Parliament  by  limiting  the  number  of  Placemen  and  ^ 
Penfioners  to  lit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  this  attempt 
proved  unfucceisful. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  had  experienced  in  many  inftances  the  indulgent 
attention  of  the  Legiflature  ; but  as  they  ftill  continued 
under  certain  reftri<ftions,  which  were  conlidered  by  many  to 
have  been  then  impolitic  and  illiberal,  it  was  thought  advis- 
able to  extend  the  privileges  that  had  been  granted  them, 
and  amongft  other  particulars,  to  enable  them  to  purchafe 
or  acquire  eftates  in  fee.  For  this  purpole  a bill  was  intro- 
duced this  Seffion  by  the  late  Lord  Moimtjoy  (then 'ZwAv 
Gardiner^  Efq.)  “-for  the  further  relief  oHiis  Majefty^s  fub- 
jedfs  of  Ireland  profelling  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.” — 
As  this  was  an  interefting  fubjeeft,  which  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  all  parties,  and  received  a very  full  difeuffion  in  Par- 
liament, we  lliall  ftate  fome  of  the  principal  arguments'that 
were  advanced  on  each  lide  of  the  contefted  queftion. 

Mr.  Gardiner  obferved  that  as  the  penal  laws  then  flood, 
it  was  impollible  for  any  man  who  had  not  the  ftatute-bo'ok 
by  rote,  to  know  exaclly  what  difquallftcations  Catholics  la- 
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boured  under;  he  therefore  wiflicd  to  have  tins  fingh  lawte^ 
lative  to  them,  that  their  rights  and  their  incapacities  being, 
cxaclly  defined  therein,  they  might  upon  every  occafion  re- 
fort to  it  for  the  government  of  their  coudiidt.  It  had  been 
faid  that  Papills  were  fafe  from  penal  laws,  lo  long  as  the 
generous  and  merciful  difpofition  of  their  countrymen  dif- 
dained  to  put  them  into  execution  ; but,  he  faid,  no  law 
ought  to  remain  on  the  Ifatute-book  which  was  not  executed 
— if  it  was  too  had  to  be  executed,  it  ought  to  be  expunged.  He 
divided  the  indulgence  which  he  thought  ought  to  be  grant- 
^ ed  to  Roman  Catholics,  into  five  heads : the  firft  reipe6Iing 
th€\r  enjoyment  of  property  \ the  fecond,  free  exercife  of 
reiigion  \ the  Ihird-  regarded  their  education  the  fourth> 
warrioge  ; and  the  fifth,  felf- defence.  He  then  proceeded 
to  confider  the  claufes  empowering  Roman  Catholics  to- 
take,  purchafe,  and  enjoy.  To  this  it  was  propofed  by  other 
Members  to  add,  “ to  have,  hold,  and  inherit  efiates  in  fee- 
fimple,  except  advovvfons,  and  lands  to  which  a right  of 
making  ienelchals  was  annexed,  or  any  burgage  or  borough- 
right,  by  which  Members  might  be  returned  to  ferve  in- 
Parliament/’  In  order,  however,  to  get  rid  of  the  bill 
without  further  proceeding,  it  was  fuggefted  that  it  ought 
to  be  poftponed  kill  the  23d  of  October  1788-^this  occa- 
iioned  a reply  from’  Mr.  Waljhe,  who  faid,  An  H'On. 
Member  has  moved  you,  that  the  confideration  of  the  heads 
of  a bill  on  your  table,  for  the  relief  of  the  R.oman  Catholics- 
of  Ireland,  be  poftponed  until  the  23d  of  Odober  1788.” — 
This  motion  is  clearly  intended  at  once  to  do  away  the 
claufe,  which  has  been  propofed  to  you  by  a Right  Hom^ 
Member,  (Mr.  Gardiner)  that  of  permitting  Roman  Ca- 
tholics to  purchafe  the  fee  of  lands.  The  Hon.  Member 
who  made  the  motion,  has  very  candidly  faid,  that  the  in- 
tention of  his  motion  was  tofrufirate  the  great  object  of  the 
bill  ; he  has  very  decidedly  declared  himfelf  an  enemy  to 
the  principle  of  the  billitfelf  ; fo  that  I think  I am  now  free 
to  meet  the  Hon.  Member  on  that  ground. 
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The  fubje£t  now  before  the  committee  is,  in  my  opinion, 
of  the  firft  magnitude  *,  it  is  a fubjedt  of  the  very  laft  import- 
ance to  this  country,  amJ  merits  a very  ferious  difcuflion  in- 
deed. The  queftion  now  is,  whether  Ireland  fhall  ftand  as 
powerful,  as  a refpeclable,  and  as  a fiourifbing  kingdom  in 
the  eyes  of  all  the  world  ; or  whether  we  flrall  continne  in 
our  prefent  impotent  and  impoverifhed  fituation  ; diftracted 
and  divided  among  ourfelves,  with  at  leaft  two  millions  of 
our  countrymen  and  fellow-fubjects  living,  in  a ftate  of  abfo- 
}ute  vafTalage,  incapacitated  from  either  ferving  themfelves, 
or  from  ferving  their  country. 

The  bill  on  your  table  is  for  the  relief  of  his  Majefty's 
Roman  Catholic  fubjects  of  Ireland.  I think  I may  then 
fay,  with  propriety,  that  it  is  a bill  for  the  relief  of  at  leaft 
tw9  millions  of  our  coantrymerr,  loyal  to  the  conftitution, 
and  loyal  to  the  prince.  They  have  proved  themfelves  fuch 
on  fome  very  trying  and  recent  occafions.  For  I will  not  go 
back  to  Magna  Charta  to  enquire  what  religion  the  barons 
were  of,  who  won  that  great  charter  of  our  liberties — thofe 
barons  who  won  that  conftitution  which  is  at  once  the  envy 
and  admiration  of  the  world — let  it  be  for  the  gentlemen 
who  oppofe  the  bill  to  fay,  that  they  were  not  Roman  Ca- 
tholics. I cannot  conceive  upon  what  principle  of  found  po- 
licy, or  upon  what  idea  of  conftitutionaHiberty,  the  prefent 
heads  of  a bill  can  polHbly  be  oppofed. 

Thefe  heads  of  a bill  tend  to  a repeal  of  the  Popery-laws 
of  this  kingdom;  a code  of  laws,  I am  bold  to  fay,  the  moft 
fanguinary,  the  moft  perfecuting  that  ever  appeared  in  the 
ftatute-books  of  any  free  country;  a code  of  laws,  the  very 
exiftence  of  which  at  this  day  is,  in  my  opinion,  a reproach  ta. 
the  good  fenfe  of  Parliament. 

1.  hefe  heads  of  a bill  look  to  this  great  object — that  of 
uniting  in  cordial  afteftion,  and  in  intereft,  all  clafles  and  all 
denominations  of  men  in  this  country.  This  bill  wiftaesthat* 

every 
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‘every  individual  in  this  -kingdom  fhould  be  intereftecl  in 
profperity.  This  bill  wifhes  that  every  man  may  have  Ibine 
property  on  board  the  bark,  and  that  no  man  may  (land  an 
indifferent  fpe^lator,  whether  (he  finks  or  fwims  This  bill 
has  lor  its  objebl,  the  bringing  into  a£tionj  nay,  I may  fay 
into  life,  two  millions  of  men,  who,  in  fabl,  have  been  dead 
to  fociety,  who  have  been  an  abfolute  burden,  and  a clog  on 
the  indufiry  of  their  native  country.  But  above  all,  thefe 
heads  of  a bill  look  to  this  great  and  truly  patriotic  object — » 
that  ot  making  us  a people — a great,  a powerful  people — by 
uniting  the  Tons  of  Ireland  in  one  common  interelf,  and  in 
one  common  caufe  for  her  profperity. — It  is  an  eftablifhed 
maxim,  that  the  riches  and  confequenee  of  a country  confifi: 
in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  And  yet  I am  forry  to  fay, 
that  Ireland  at  this  day,  proves  the  truifm  of  the  maxim,  by 
being  an  exception  to  the  rule:  For  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  in  number  about  two  millions,  fo  far  from  adding 
either  to  the  riches,  or  to  the  confequence  of  this  country, 
are  a burden  and  a dead  weight  on  its  indufiry,  and  mult 
inevitably  continue  fo,  fo  long  as  the  ropery-laws  remain 
unrepealed. 

Ireland,  from  its  fituation,  fhould  be  as  flourififing  and  as 
happy  a country  as  any  under  the  fun.  Ireland  is  furrounded 
by  fruitful  coafts — Ihe  poiTcffes  the  fafeft  harbours — flie 
enjoys  a temperate  climate,  and  is  bleffed  in  the  fertility  of 
her  foil — and  yet  Ireland  b,  at  this  day,  as  far  beifind  other 
nations,  as  to  arts  and  indufiry,  as  fhe  is  beyond  them  in 
point  of  natural  advantages. 

It  maybe  aiked,  why  Ireland,  with  all  thofe  nc^ural  advan^ 
iagesy  fhould  be  fo  far  behind nat-ons  in  arts  and  induf- 
tfyP — Tne  anfwer  is  obvious — the  Pope  y-lmvs  are jfill alive! 
Thob  laws  which  render  torpid  and  ulekis  to  this  country, 
two  m Uio'ts  of  its  inhabitants. — The  - eairh  of  a country  mull 
ever  be  in  proportion  to  the  Jkill  and  indujlry  of  its  inhabi- 
tants 
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tahts : The  fure  way  to  make  men  indujlrious  is  to  let  them 
enjoy  the'fruits  of  their  indujlry.  As  induftry  increafeSj  manu- 
factures muft  necelTarily  flourifli ; therefore,  the  great  objeCt 
of  the  legiflature  fhould  be  to  excite  induftry  by  employing 
the  people ; not  to  continue  laws  which  render  the  bulk  of 
the  people  a burden  to  the  hate. 

The  obvious  intereft  of  Ireland,  at  this  hour,  is  to  grant  to 
religious  diflenters,  their  civil  privileges,  which  may  annex 
them  to  the  civil  gcivernment ; not  to  continue  pecfecuting 
laws  which  muft  necelftirily  eftrange  them  from  it.  I v^ould 
not  be  under ftood  to  fay,  that  the  Popery-laws,  when  madcy 
were  not  neceffary  to  the  protection  of  its  civil  conftitution ; 
but  this!  will  fay,  that  the  motives  which  then  induced  the 
neceflity  of  thofe  laws,  have  longfince  ceafed  to  exift.  Thefe 
laws  have  outlived  their  time,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a longer 
continuation  of  them,  circumftanced  as  this  country  now 
particularly  hands,  muft  be  its  inevitable  ruin. 

It  will  not  be  denied,  I believe,  that  the  conduCl  of  the 
• Roman  Catholics  of  this  country,  for  a feries  of  years,  has 
been  that  of  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  attachment  to  the 
eftablllhed  government.  Why  then  continue  unneceflarily 
thofe  penal  laws,  which  abfolutely  involve  two  thirds  of  our 
fellow  fubjeCts — which  deprive  them  of  the  rights  of  men, 
and  cut  them  off  from  any  benefit  of  a free  conftitution  ? 
Can  any  laws  be  more  unwife  than  thofe  which  reftrain  the 
Roman  Catholics,  not  from  evil,  but  abfolutely  from  doing 
good — laws  which  abfolutely  prohibit  induftry,  by  tying  up 
the  hands  of  tv;o  millions  of  men  from  co-operating  with  the^ 
public  in  the  public  fervice  f 

I will  fuppofe,  merely  for  argument,  that  the  Roman- 
Catholics  are  not  fo  well  attached  to  us  from  pr  inciple  as 
could  be  wiftied.  Will  any  gentleman  then  fay,  that  a conti- 
nuation of  thofe  Popery-laws  will  be  a probable  mode  of  win- 
ning 
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ning  the  affections,  or  enfuring  the  attachments  of  this  un- 
fortunate clafs  of  people — unfortunate  indeed,  when  doomed 
to  vaffalage  in  a country  of  jreedomy  and  treated  as  aliens  in 
their  native  land  ? 

The  wifeft  man  who,  I believe,  has  ever  written  on  the 
fubjecfl  of  legillation,  (I  mean  Baron  Montefquieu)  treating 
of  the  very  fubjedt  now  before  us — that  of  penal  l^vvs  as  ta 
religion — -fays,  that  penal  laws  as  to  religion,  have  never 
produced  any  other  effect,  than  that  of  making  the  objefls 
of  them  more  perlevering  : Says  he,  ‘>'The  fure  way  to  wnn 
the  zealots  in  any  religion  is,  to  court  them  by  favours — by 
the  conveniencies  of  life— by  hopes  of  fortune.  It  is  an  efta- 
bliflied  rule  as  to  the  changing  of  religion,  that  the  invitati- 
ons to  the  change  muft  ever  be  more  ftrong  than  the  penal- 
ties.’^ 

Have  not  the  very  laws  we  are  now  difeuffing  proved  the 
wifdom  of  his  judgment  ? Can  it  be  prefumed  that  thefe  Po- 
pery-laws (if  unrepealed)  can  produce,  other,  or  more  faluta- 
ry  effefls  for  the  time  to  come,  than  they  have  produced  for 
near  a century  pad-— -that  of  to  individuals^  and  hnpoten-* 

cy  to  the  flate. 

Since  then  the  iron  hand  of  penal  law  has  proved  ineffec-* 
tual,  why  not  endeavour  to  wed  the  Roman  Catholic  to  us 
from  motives  of  felf-intereft.  The  happinefs  of  every  date 
depends  upon  the  common  interejl  of  the  fubjecl,  not  on  uni- 
formity of  opinion  as  to  this  or  that  religion.  If  Roman 
Catholics  are  permitted  to  purchafe  lands,  tiiey  mud  necef- 
farily  become  dneere  fupporters  of  the  edablilhed  govern- 
ment. They  then  become  wedded  to  it  by  the  dronged  of  all 
ties — that  of felf^uiteyejl . — The  fecurity  of  felf-intered  is  tne 
fupport  of  every  government.  Will  it  be  argued,  that  the 
greater  the  dake  a man  has  to  lofe  by  the  fubverdon  of  that 
government  under  which  he  lives,  the  more  he  is  to  be  dif- 
pe<^ed  as  an  enemy  to  it  ? Or  that  the  lefs  a man  is  intereded 
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in  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  the  more  he  is  to  be  confided  in  ? 
Surely  this  is  too  abfurd  a do<Slrine  to  be  entertained  for  an 
inftant.  A Roman  Catholic,  by  purchafing  lands,  enters 
into  fecurity  for  his  good  conduct  He  (if  I may  ufe  the  ex- 
preflion)  enters  into  a kind  of  recognifance  for  his  loyalty  to 
the  ftate. 

By  permitting  Roman  Catholics  to  purchafe,  you  annex 
their  loyalty  to  the  foil ; by  that  means  it  becomes  ftable 
and  permanent;  \yhereas,  at  prelent  the  property  of  Roman 
Catholics  is  totally  perfonal ; it  is  a kind  of  fugitive  property, 
which  may  almoft  inftantly  be  transferred  from  one  country 
to  another.  If  found  policy  and  good  fenfe  have  not  hereto- 
fore told  us  to  repeal  thofe  laws,  the  prefent  times,  the  very 
critical  fituation  of  the  Britifh  empire,  furnifli  a decifiverea- 
fon  for  repealing  them  at  this  day.  England  has  wdfely  re- 
pealed her  Popery-lavvs. 

In  this  liberal  and  enlightened  age,  when  almoft  aft  the 
powers  of  Europe  have  refigned  religious  policy  to  p'.hlic 
intereft — when  toleration,'  the  darling  child  of  benrv.  lence 
and  ofwifdom,  has  been  adopted  In  the  place  of  perfccuf.on, 
that  dreary  offspring  of  blind  prejudice  and  hoary  bigo'.i-y — 
when  reafon  has  re-alfumed  her  throne — ftiall  Ireland  a*one 
continue  enveloped  under  that  dark  cloud  of  deep-rooted 
prejudice  ancl  bafelefs  apprehenlion  Shall  ftie  alone  be 
blind  to  her  own  intereft,  while  all  Europe  hang  out  a lure 
to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  country  to  emigrate — ro  Je- 
populate  their  native  land  ? — Shall  we  fit  dormant  and  inac- 
tive, while  the  remedy  is.  within  our  reach  ? — There  is  no 
man  v/ho  will  voluntarily  banilh  himfelf  from  ids  native 
country.'  Every  man  who  has  the  feelings  of  man,  muft  have 
a natural  affe^Iion  For  that  country  which  gave  him  birth. 
Nothing  but  cruelty  and  opprenion  can  oblige  him  to  part  il; 
—he  is  wedded  to  it  by  every  tie  of  aftedion,  by  every  tie  of 
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But  if  the  prefent  heads  of  a bill  fliall  be  reje£^cd,  can  any 
man  hefitate  to  fay,  that  every  Roman  Catholic  in  the  coun- 
try, who  has  the  fmalleii  portion  of  property  5 that  every 
Roman  Catholic  who  polTeffes  the  fpirit  of  a man,  and  who 
does  not  prefer  vafTalage  and  fiavery  to  liberty  and  freedom, 
will  not  immediately  tranfptTt  himfelf,  his  family,  and  his 
property,  to  another  country  ; into  a country  where  he  may 
participate  of  the  blefiings  of  a free  conftitution,  and  enjoy 
the  rights  of  a freeman  ? 

Mr.  Flood  faid,  that  he  always  wifhed  to  embofom  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  in  the  body  of  the  hate — -yet  without  courting 
praife  on  one  hand,  or  fearing  cenfure  on  the  other,  he  would^ 
fpeaking  neglectful  of  both,  deliver  his  opinion  on  this  great 
fubjefl,  and  hoped  it  would  be  received  with  the  fame  can- 
dour it  was  given.  About  five  years  ago,  faid  he,  a law  was 
pafied,  granting  the  Roman  Catholics  infinitely  more  than  is 
nowpropofed  ; the  day  was  celebrated  with  rejoicing,  and  it 
, X.  was  thought  we  had  reconciled  every  party — I am  nowjorry 
to  bear  gentlemen  fpeak  as  if  nothing  had  been  done  for 
them.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  pi*epared  the  bill 
now  before  us,  well  knows  that  I did  objeclto  that  indifcri- 
minare  claufe — one  reafon  was,  that  while  you  were  endea- 
vouring to  conciliate  that  ejl'im able  and  beloved  bod^f  men,  you 
feemed  to  hide  your  bounties,  and  to  fiiew  only  the  feverity 
of  the  laws.  In  the  former  laws,  leafes  for  years  were  . 
granted  to  them  upon  the  avowed  principle  of  reftraining 
them  from  any  influento  in  eleclions.  This  law  then  goes 
beyond  toleration — it  gives  them  a power,  and  tends  to  make 
a change  in  the  ftate.  J have  a great  refpe^  for  the  Roman 
Catholics,  and  though  I will  not  condemn,  yet  I will  not 
wholly  approve  their  conducl.  Ninety  years  ago  the  quef- 
tion  w'as,  w'hether  Popery  and  arbitrary  power  fliould  be  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  perfon  of  King  James,  or  freedom  and  the 
Protefiiant  religion  in  the  perfon  of  King  William — four 
ifths  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  adhered  to  the  caufe  of 
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King  James  ; they  were  defeated,  and  I rejoice  in  th'tr  de- 
feat. The  laws  that  followed  this  event  were  not  laws  of 
perfecution,  but  of  political  necellity — and  are  you  now  pre- 
pared for  a new  government  ? Can  you  pofPibly  fuppofe, 
though  the  Roman  Catholics  prefer  you  to  every  other 
people,  that  they  will  prefer  you  to  themfelvc?  } — What  then 
is  the  confequence,  if  you  give  them  equa*  power  with  the 
Proteftants  r Can  a Protehant  ccnitituupn  furvive  ? Yet 
fijould  the  majority  of  this  nation  attempt  to  alter  the  con- 
fritution,  I firmly  believe  they  would  be  repelled  by  the  nfiino- 
rity,  and  then  a total  convulfion  niud  follow. 

Tt  is  necelTary  when  you  are  granting  Roman  Catholics  in- 
dulgence, that  you  il^ould  diRinguiih  between  the  rights  of 
property  and  the  rights  of  power  ; while  a man  is  engaged  in 
acquiring  property  he  is  in  a habit  of  induftry,  and  when 
acquired,  jt  ties  him  to  the  ftate.  Cut  with  great  reff^ecd  to 
niy  Right  Hon.  Friend,  I think  the  queftion  of  religious  tole- 
ration fliould  have  been  brought  on  firfir,  becaufe  I am  cer- 
tain it  would  not  have  met  with  a fingle  dilTenting  voice, 
and  it  wmuld  have  been  a glorious  opportunity  of  Ihewing 
the  liberality  of  a Proteftant  parliament,  but  though  we  wifli 
to  extend  toleration  to  Roman  Catholics,  we  do  not  willa  to 
fliake  the  government  ; we  Ihould  allow  them  to  piirchafe 
lands,  but  we  fiiould  carefully  guard  againfl  their  pofTeffing 
any  power  i:i  the  ftate.  Therefore,  for  the  benefit  of  all, 
and  that  we  rnay  not  deftroy  the  balance  of  the  ftate  (for  I 
am  lure  no  fenfible  Roman  Catholic  wilhes  to  unhinge  the 
Rate)  let  qs  grant  them  full  fecurity  in  matters  of  property, 
but  prevent  their  interference  in  matters  of  Rate.  As  to 
what  has  been  faid  of  the  indulgence  granted  to  Proteftants 
in  other  countries,  I muft  obferve,  that  nothing  can  be  more 
nfifehievous  than  lor  one  liate,  or  one  individual,  to  follow 
^xaCtiy  the  example  of  anotner.  Difference  of  circum- 
ffances  fiiould  produce  different' modes  of  aaion.  The  Em- 
peror - 
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peror  of  Germany  is  himfelf  the  foie  legiflator  of  the.flate — . I 

jie  is  himfelf  a Catholicr— nor  do  the  Proteftants  in  his  domi-  | 
nions  bear  the  proportion  of  more  than  one  in  an  hundred  to 
^ his  Popifli  fubjeffs.  Beljdesj,  the  Proteftants  in  every  country  ^ 
.acknowledge  the  fovereign  as  head  of  the  church,  whereas 
Catholics  look  to  a foreign  juri.ldidtion  in  matters  eccleli-  ^ 
aftical. 

Mr.  Grattan. — I object  to  any  delay  which  can  be  given  to 
this  claufe  j we  have  already  ccnlidered  the  l.ubje^  on  a 
larger  fcale,  and  this  is  but  a part  of  what  the  claufe  origi- 
nally contained.  We  have  before  us  the  example  of  Eng- 
land, who  four  years  ago  granted  Catholics  a right  of  taking 
land  in  fee  , the  queftion  is  merely  whether  we  fliall  give  this 
right  or  not,  and  if  we  give  it,  whether  it  fliall  be  accompa- 
nied by  all  .its  natural  advantages.  Three  years  ago  when 
this  queftion  was  debated  in  this  Ploufe,  there  was  a majority 
of  three  againft  granting  Catholics  el'tates  in  fee,  and  they 
were  only  allowed  to  take  leafes  of  99^  years  *,  the  argument 
thenufed  againh  granting  them  the.  fee,  was  that  they  might 
influence  eleclions.  It  has  this  day  been  fliewn  that  they  may 
have  as  eflcdlual  an  influence  by  poflcflang  leafes  of  999  | 

years, as  they  can  have  by  poflelling  the  fee;  at  that  time,  1 f 

do  declare,  I was  fomewhat  prejudiced  againfl  granting  Ro- 
man Catholics  eftates  in  fee,  but  their  conduct  fince  that  pe- 
riod has  fully  convinced  me  of  their  true  attachment  to  this 
country.  When  this  country  had  rcfolved  no  longer  to 
crouch  beneath  the  burden  of  oppreflion  that  England  had 
laid  upon  her — when  flie  armed  in  defence  of  her  rights,  and 
'a  high  fpirited  people  demanded  free  trade,  did  the  . il 
Roman  Catholics  defert  their  countrymen  ? No — they  were  I 
found  amongft  the  foremofl.  When  it  was  afterwards 
thought  neceffary  to  aflert  a free  conflritution,  the  Roman 
Catholics  difplayed  their  public  virtue  ; they  did  not  endea- 
vour to  take  advantage  of  your  fituation^ — they  did  not'en- 

deavour 
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deavour  to  make  terms  for  themfelves — but  they  entered 
frankly  and  heartily  into  the  caufe  of  their  country  *,  judging 
by  their  own  virtue  that  they  might  depend  upon  your  gene« 
rofity  for  their  reward.  But  now  after  you  have  obtained  i 
free  trade — after  the  voice  of  the  nation  has  aflerted  her  inde- 
pendence, they  approach  this  Houfe  as  humble  fuppliants, 
and  beg  to  be  admitted  to  the  common  rights  of  men.  Upon 
the  occafions  I have  mentioned,  I did  carefully  obferve  their 
aftions,  and  did  theri  determine  to  fupport  their  caufe  when- 
ever it  came  before  this  Houfe  ; and  to  bear  a ftrong  tefti- 
mony  of  the  conftitutional  principles  of  the  Catholic  body. 
Nor  ihould  it  be  mentioned  as  a reproach  to  them  that  they 
fought  under  the  banner  of  King  James,  when  we  recollect 
that  before  they  entered  the  field,  they  extorted  from  him  a 
Magna  Charta,  a Britilh  conftitution. 

in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  a committee,  confiding  of 
Papifts,  Proteftants,  and  Prefbyterians,  were  fent  from  this 
Country  to  profecute  Lord  Strafford,  we  find  them  perfectly 
agreeing  in  the  objeift  of  their  million  ; and  indeed  when  men 
begin  to  differ  upon  principles  of  religion,  it  is  becaufe  they 
have  no  other  great  objefl  to  engage  their  attention  ; we  can- 
not give  the  people  of  Ireland  z common  faith^  but  we  can  give 
them  a common  intereji. 

In  r 7 79,  when  the  fleets  of  Bourbon  hovered  on  pur  coafts, 
and  the  Irifh  nation  roufed  herfelf  to  arms,  did  the  Roman 
Catholics  ftand  aloof  or  did  they,  as  might  be  expefled  from 
their  opprefled  fltuation,  offer  afflftance  to  the  enemy  ? — 
No — they  poured  in  fubferiptions  for  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  or  they' prefled  into  the  ranks  of  her  glorious 
Volunteers. 


It  has  been  lliewn  that  this  claiife  grants  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics no  new  power  in  the  date  •,  every  argument  therefore 
which  goes  againft  this  claufe,  goes  againft  their  having  Icafes 
VoL.  I.  * U \ for 
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•for  999  yenrs^every  argument  which  goes  againft  their  hav- 
ing leafes  of  999  years,  goes  againft  their  having  any  leaTes 
.at  all — and  every  argument  which  goes  againft  their  having 
property^  goes  againft  their  having  exijlence  in  this  land. 

The  qiieftlon  is  now,  whether  we  {hall  grant  Roman  Ca- 
tholics a power  of  enjoying  eftates,  or  whether  we  (hall  be  a 
.Protcjlant  Jelthment  or  an  Irish  nation  ? Whether  we  will 
throw  open  the  gates  of  the  temple  of  Liberty  to  all  our 
countrymen,  or  whether  we  will  conftne  them  in  bondage  by 
penal  laws  ? So  long  as  the  penal  code  remains,  we  never 
can  be  a great  nation  ; the  penal  code  is  the  (hell  in  which 
the  Proteftant  power  has  been  hatched,  and  now  it  is  becoms 
a bird,  it  muft  burft  the  fliell  afunder,  or  periih  in  it. 

In  Holland,  where  the  number  of  Roman  Catholics  is  com- 
paratively fmall,  the  toleration  of  their  religion  is  an  act  of 
mercy  to  them  ; but  in  this  country,  where  they  form  the 
great  bulk  of  the  inhabitants,  it  is  an  aeft  of  policy — an  act  of 
neceffity — an  a<St  of  incorporation.  The  queftion  is  not,' 
whether  we  fhall  fliew  mercy  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  but 
whether  we  ftiall  mould  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  into  A 
PEOPLE  ; for  fo  long  as  'we  exclude  Catholics  from  natural 
liberty  and  the  common  rights  of  men,  we  are  not  a people  ; 
nve  may  triumph  over  themy  but  other  nations  will  triumph  over 
us.  If  you  love  the  Roman  Catholic,  you  may  be  fure  of  a 
return  from  him  ; but  if  you  treat  him  with  cruelty,  you  thuft 
always  live  in  fear,  confeious  that  you  merit  his  juft  refenf- 
inent  : Will  you  then  go  down  the  ftream  of  time,  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  fitting  by  your  fide  unblefiing  and  unblefied, 
blafting  and  blafted  r Or  will  you  take  off  his  chain,  that  he 
may  take  off  yours  ? Will  you  give  him  freedom,  that  he  may 
guard  your  liberty  ? 

In  Ireland,  as  conne<fted  with  England,  the  indulgence  we 
^ifti  to  give  to  Catholics  can  never  be  injurious  to  the  Pro- 
teftant 
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teftant  religion ; that  religion  is  the  religion  of  the  ftate,  and 
will  become  the  religion  of  Catholics,  if  feverity  does  not 
prevent  them.  Bigotry  may  furvive  perfecution^  but  it  never  can 
furvive  toleration.  But  gentlemen  who  fpeak  of  the  enormi- 
ties committed  by  Catholics  groaning  under  a fyftem  of  penal 
laws,  do  not  take  into  account  the  enlightening  and  the  fof- 
tening  of  mens’  minds  by  toleration,  nor  do  they  confider 
that  as  they  increafe  in  wealth,  they  will  increafe  in  learning 
and  politenefs. 

I’give  my  confent  to  the  claufe  in  its  principle,  extent/ 
and  COLDNESS-— I give  my  confent  to  it,  the  mofl  likely 
means  of  obtaining  a victory  over  the  prejudices  of  Catholics^ 
and  over  our  on.vn—  \ give  my  confent  to  it,  becaufe  I would 
not  keep  two  millions  of  my  fellow  fubjecfis  in  a {fate  of  lla- 
very  ; and  becaufe  as" the  mover  of  the  Declaration  of 
Rights,  I Ihould  be  afhamed  of  giving  Freedom  to  but  fix 
hundred  thoufand  of  my  countrymen,  when  I could  extend 
it  t'o  t\vo  millions  more,’ 

The  committee  on  this  bill  proceeded  to  cohfider  farther/ 
the  claufe  granting  Roman  Catholics  a power  of  having  fee 
limple  eflates, 

1 

Sir  Hercules  Langrijhe  fupported  the  claufe,  becaufe  he  ob° 
ferved,  it  was  plain^  fimpUy  and  eafily  underftood.  We 
have  fhewh  how  readily  Roman  Catholics,  pofTefTed  of  leafes 
for  999  years,  may,  by  colluiion,  acquire  the  fee ; the  quef- 
tion,  therefore,  ceafes  fo  be  a queftion  of  policy,  whether  you 
will  make  them  a liberal  grant  of  property,  and  allow  them 
to  pofTefs  legally  and  openly  what  they  may  acquire  in  a clan- 
V deifine  manner.  Gentlemen  will  alfo  confider,  that  by  al- 
I lowing  Catholics  to  pofTcls  the  fee  of  lands,  they  for  ever 
j bar  the  claim  of  old  proprietors,  and  intereft  every  Catholic 
f who  enjoys  fuch  pofleilion  in  the  fupport  of  the  eftablilhed 
» U 2 government’ 
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government.  A gentleman  fays,  he  wifhes  to  give  Catholics, 
property,  but  would  reftrain  them  from  having  power,  left- 
they  Ihould  induence  eleflions : For  my  part,  I entertain, 
little  apprehenhon  from  their  having  any  power  in  elections, 
the  influence  ariflng  from  landed  property  is  the  only  influ- 
ence that  can  ever  be  injurious  to  the  country.  But  the  fame: 
perfon  fays,  that  few  Roman  Catholics  fet  their  lands  to  Pro- 
teftant  tenants,  if  fo,  then  they  can  have  no  freeholders  on 
their  eftates — I leave,  therefore,  the  inconfiftency  of  thofe. 
two  arguments  to  anfvver  each  other.- 

Mr.  Flood. — I am  as  much  a friend  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill  as  any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  and  if  any  thing  had 
occurred  to  me  capable  of  obviating  the  inconveniencies  that 
have  been  mentioned,  I fhould  have  propofed  it,  but  I have 
not  thought  of  any  tiling  tliat  I can  venture.  I with  to  give 
them  property,  permanent  property,  but  not  political  power  5. 
it  is  very  true,'that  when  a contefled  eleflion  comes  to  be 
tried  before  a committee,  if  it  appears  that  a Catholic  infki- 
ence^has  prevailed,  they  may  declare  the  eleddon  void  *,  and 
by  your  law  you  may  declare,  that  If  on  any  ele^lion  any  per- 
fon deriving  under  a Catholic  fhalf  vote,  the  el€<flion  fhalK 
be  rendered  void.  I only  ftate  this  idea,  but  v/i{h> 
to  have  the  claufe  adjourned  for  further  conlideration. 

^'Ir.  Forhes -I  will  not  impute  to  Gentlemen  who  urge 

this  adjournment,  an  intention  to  deftroy  the  bill  *,  yet  it  is 
fomewhat  ilrange  they  fhould  perflfl  in  it,  when  every  man 
of  profeflion  knows  that  the  claufe  may  be  guarded  by  a pro- 
vifo  as  far  as  may  be  necelTary.  I was  at  firfl:  alarmed  at  what 
was  faidj  till  I confidered  more  attentively.  I find,  upon 
veflecdon,  that  were  we  to  alter  the  claufe  in  the  manner  de- 
firedjit  would  allow  Catholics  to  acquire  eftates,  but  would 
convey  deftru£lion  to  theni — it  would  fay,  we  give  you  power 
to  acquire  the  fee  of  lands,  but  we  cannot  truft  you  with  the 

rights 
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■ rights  appertaining  to  the  fee,  becaufe  in- time  to  come,  you 
may  deftroy  our  conftitution.  -If  this  be  our  opinion,  let  us 
not  grant  them  any  thing  at  all.  By  all  the  afts  which  the 
tyranny  of  the  laft  age  devifed,  a Proteftant  was  not  prohibit- 
ed from  fettling  on  the  eftate  of  a Catholic- — the  fcheme  of 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  but  one,  would  efFedu- 
ally  prohibit  them— it  would  not  only  be  oppreflive  to  Catho- 
lics, but  a puniihmentto  fuch  Proteflants  as  fhould  fettle  on 
their  lands.  The  great  object  of  the  penal  laws  was  to  break 
the  power  of  Papifts  in  Ireland.;  that  object  they  accom- 
^plifhed,  but  they  alfo  ruined  and  deflroyed  the  country. — ■ 
Bifhop  Burnet  tells  us,  the  fcheme  was  totally  to  root  out  and 
.banifh  Catholics  from  Ireland,  and  to  plant  Palatines,,  and 
;<)ther  foreign  Froteftants  in  their  place — but  the  fuperior 
wifdom  of  the  prefent  age,  confide-ring  mens’  faith  as  a con- 
cern purely  their  own,  attempts  to  bind  Catholics  to  the 
flate  by  benefits,  and  to  obtain  by  generoiity  what  we  could 
not  accompliflr  by  force.  Nothing  can  be  more  ridiculoufly 

^ fpiteful  than  the  attacks  formerly  made  upon  Catholics.  You 
will  find  upon  your  journals  a petition  from  the  Proteftant 
coal-porters  of  Dublin,  complaining  of  a certain  Darby  Ryan, 
a Papift  mafter  coal- porter,  for  employing  a number  of  Pa- 
pifts in  that  trade.  You  v/ill  find  a complaint  againft  Sir  C. 
Phipps,  for  having  been  prefent  at  a mufical  entertainment, 
where  one  Chriftian,  who  had  formerly  been  a domeftic  of 
the  Pretender,  performed  on  the  violin. — It  was  alledged  that 
Sir  C.  had  liftened  to  the  tune  of  a fong  known  by  thcfe 
words,  “ The  King  lhall  have  his  right.’'  There  was  fome 
difpute  about  the  tune,  and  the  houfe,  in  order  to  judge  whe-  * 
ther  their  member  had  been  guilty  of  a treafonable  a6>,  or- 
dered his  accufer  to  whiftle  the  tune  in  queftion,  and  gravely 
Cat  to  determine  by  this  mufic. 

Mr.  Flood. — I love  and  admire  the  Roman  Catholics;  they 
ought  to  do  fo  by  Proteftants,  for  I challenge  the  world  to 
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piew  a fitTiUar  liberality  to  that  which  we  now  manifeft,  hut 
an  unbounded  conjidence  is  not  to  be  placed  in  mankind ; there 
fhould  be  a falatary  caution,  a conftitutional  jealoufy,  and 
though  we  may  talk  as  fentimentally  as  we  pleafe,  yet  we 
Ihould  not  give  without  confideration.  Gentlemen  fay  we 
Ihould  not  clog  or  difgrace  our  gift  j but  our  conftitution  muft 
be  partial,  and  our  policy  muft  be  partial  too.  I admit  the 
merit  of  the  P.oman  Catholics,  and  that  merit  makes  me  con- 
fent  to  enlarge  their  privileges  ; but  I will  not  confent  to 
their  having  any  influence  in  chooftng  'members  for  this 
Houfe.  ^Tis  faid  indeed  they  have  afted  patriotically,  and 
Ijy  that  rule  they  fhould  be  members  of  Parliament.  It  may 
he  a good  reafori,  I am  fure  that  many  of  our  members  havb 
hot  fo  good  a one  to  urge.  ' • ■*  ' '' 

General  Cunningham  declared,  that  in  his  opinion,  a full 
and  liberal  toleration  to  Catholics  was  the  wifeft  meafure  that 
Could  be  adopted  ; it  would  make  us  a great  and  powerful 
people  \ obviate  the  neceffity  of  keeping  a ftanding  army  in 
^ime  of  peace  ; give  us  a weight  and  confequencc  among  the 
nations,  and  enfure  to  us  kindnefs  and  generous  treatment  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain.  - * • , ^ ■ 

The  only  thing  to  be  guarded  and  provided  for,  he  faid, 
was  a Proteftant  parliament  and  Proteftant  government;  this 
he  thought  was  fufficiently  provided  for  by  the  difqualifica- 
tion  of  Catholics  to  become  members  of  either  : And  as  to 
what  Gentlemen  had  faid  of  Catholics  obtaining  influence  by 
pofltffing  land,  the  fame  might  be  faid  againft  their  poflefling 
money,  yet  no  inconvenience  had  ever  refulted  from  that 
circumftance.  Thefe  fentiments  he  faid  did  not  arife  upon 
the  moment, -they  had  been  deeply  rooted  in  his  heart,  and 
as  a friend  to  Ireland  he  rejoiced  that  they  were  fo  generally 
entertained  by  the  Houfe.  ; • 
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■ Mr.  Flood  defired  to  know  what  was  intended  In  refpefl  to 
.Catholics  carrying  arms. 

Mr.  D.  Daly. — My  opinion  Is,  that  as  by  law  the  Privy 
Goiincil  have  authority  to  licence  Catholics  to  carry  arms,  I 
would  have  them  rather  beholden  to  Parliament  for  that  prir 
vilege.  As  our  objecl  is  to  unite  and  conciliate,  I would  have 
_ them  as  much  as  poffible  obliged  to  the  legiflature  of  their 
country.  I would  not  however  arm  a mob.  I would  not 
truft  any  man  that  had  not  fome  tie  to  the  country — fuppofe 
100/.  per  ann.  or  any  other  fum  more  acceptable  to  the  Houfe. 

I think  this  indulgence  wmuld  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  king- 
dom. I do  not  mean  to  move  it  myfelf,  but  I did  fay,  that 
if  any  'man  would  make  fuch  a motion,  J would  fecond  him^ 
and  I am  ready  to  keep  my  word, 

Mr.  Bagnell. — I would  arm  every  man  to  defend  his  pro- 
perty who  has  10/.  per  annum,  and  1 would  alfo  grant  to  mer- 
chants and  raanufadlurers  who  are  entruilcd  with  other 
people’s  property,  a power  to  defend  it  ; for  fuppofe  this 
country  was  invaded,  we  cannot 'expec^t  any  affiftance  from 
England  ; and  if  we  prevent  Catholics  from  defending  their 
property,  one  half  of  our  "Volunteers  mufi  be  kept  out  of  the 
field,  to  guard  it  for  them  againft  bands  of  plunderers,  who 
upon  fuch  occafions  would  be  found  ranfacking  and  deftroy-  ' 
ing  the  country — wretches  whom  poverty  and  opprefHoa 
have  taught  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  ftanding  army. 

Mr.  Grattan  argued,  that  as  it  was  well  known  that  mofi: 
Catholics  of  any  property  kept  arm?  to  defend  it,  it  would  be 
much  better  to  legalize  thefe  arms  than  fuffer  them  to  be  kept 
clandeftinely,  efpecially  as  they  were  as  necefTary  as  locks  and 
keys  to  the  fecurity  of  property ; and  as  people  could  no 
more  be  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  the  one  fecurity  than  of  the 
other,  he  propofed  that  the  Grand  Juries  fhouid  be  empow^ 
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cred  to  licenfe  fuch  Catholics  as  they  thought  proper  to  carry 
arais  ; this  he  thought  would  produce  much  better  effects 
than  by  confiniug  this  authority  to  the  Privy  Council. 

Mr.  Gardiner  obferved,  that  they  were  not  yet  come  to 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  provides  for  self-det  enC/^  . — 
Having  fettled  the  queftion  of  property — the  next  was  that 
concerning  the  free  exercise  of  religion  Th ' h hep 
to  which  he  thought  fiiould  be  the  regiftering  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Clergy,  and  to  prevent  in  future  the  admiffion  of 
any  regulars,  but  to  give  full  prote£lion  to  thofe  already  here, 
as  from  their  exemplary  conduct  they  were  well  entitled  to 
the  favour  of  the  hate  •,  he  would  therefore,  by  a general 
IEMANcipating  clause,  take  off  all  penalties  from  fuch  Cler-? 
gymen  as  fliould  appear  in  perfon,  take  the  oath,  and  regif- 
ter  their  names  before  a certain  day. 

Mr.  Rowley  contended,  they  fhould  not  go  beyond  the  fpi- 
Xit  of  that  a<St  which  confined  Papifts  to  the  property  of  999 
years  in  land.  He  owned,  that  toleration  fhould  be  granted 
in  religious  matters,  and  confined  to  that  only,  as  otherwife 
it  armed  Papiils  with  a power  to  return  members  to  parlizt- 
ment. 

Mr.  Ogle  (aid,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  ingenuity  of 
man,  to  introduce  any  procefs  which  could  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe.  The  danger  was  evidently  great,  from  the  certain  inte- 
refts  Papifts  would  inherit  through  the  fee  limple.  in  ano- 
ther light,  would  it  not  be  a hard  cafe  to  d‘sfranchife  a Pro- 
leflant  of  his  birth-right  j for,  as  the  biil  flood,  a Proreftant 
deriving  under  a Papift,  could  not  vote  at  cledions.  Gentle- 
men might  talk  as  they  pleafed,  of  the  oppofition  given,  it 
was  not  very  eafy  to  digeft  all  at  once,  this  fenfible  alteration 
in  the  political  date  of  things.  He  would  remind  them  of 
an  hiflorical  clrcumdance  not  difiimilar  : In  the  reign  of  Au- 
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guftus,  z courtier,  to  recommend  himfelf  by  flattery,  abufed 
Cato  to  the  Emperor,  who  flopped  him  fhort,  with  remark- 
ing, he  is  a good  citizen  who  oppofes  every  innovation  on 
the  commonwealth.” 

Major  He/^  Hutchinfon  faid,  that  the  committee  having  de- 
termined in  a great  meafure,  on  the  queftion  of  property,  and 
given  the  Roman  Catholics  the  liberty  of  purchafing  the  fee 
Ample  of  lands,  the  refl  of  the  fubjedt  related  chiefly  to  religion 
and  education,  which,  as  they  were  fo  clofely  connected,  he 
hoped  he  fhould  be  excufed  for  joining  them  together.  From 
the  example  of  a former  feflion,  and  the  fears  of  gentlemen 
of  the  befl  intentions,  he  was  not  fo  much  furprifed  at  the 
oppofition  the  firft  claufe  of  the  bill  had  met  with  ; but  he 
hoped  that  no  man  would  object  to  the  doing  away  that  part 
of  the  Popery  laws  which  related  to  religion  and  education : 
a fyflem  of  laws  difgraceful,  impolitic,  and  unjuft— fo  dif- 
graceful,  that  you  were  afhamed  to  execute  them — fo  impo- 
litic, that  you  dared  not  do  it.  Thofe  laws  (faid  he)  have 
remained  on  your  ftatute  books  for  eighty  years,  in  profound 
and  fullen  filence,  ini'ulting  the  Roman  Catholic,  grating  his 
feelings,  upbraiding  his  policy,  and  diflionouring  thejuflice 
of  the  Proteflants  of  Ireland.  By  one  law,  it  is  enacled,  that 
any  Roman  Catholic,  going  himfelf,  or  fending  any  other 
perfon  abroad  to  be  educated,  fhall  be  difabled  from  profecu-  ^ 
ting  any  fuit  or  action  at  law  j fhall  forfeit  all  his  perfonal 
properry,  and  the  profits  of  ail  his  lands  during  life.  By  ano- 
ther law,  there  i.  a penalty  on  any  Roman  Cathol/c  who  ihall 
keep  a public  fchool.  Now,  Sir^  as  a Roman  Catholic  can- 
not receive  an  education  at  home,  and  dare  not  receive  it 
abroad,  the  parliament  that  pafTed  this  law  has  faid,  we,  in 
contradiction  to  the  principles  that  have  adluated  other  wife 
governments,  enacl  by  a law,  that  a great  majority  of  our 
people  are  lo  receive  no  education  at  all.  We  mean  to  con- 
vert them  from  a falfe  to  a true  religion,  by  eftablifhing  igno- 
rance, 
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ranee,  the  mother  of  fuperftition.  We  fay  to  the  parent, 
you  fliall  not,  in  conformity  to  the  dictates  of  ,God  and  na- 
ture, educate  your  child  ; you  fhall  not  teach  him  the  duties 
of  an  honeft  man,  or  the  obligations  of  a virtuous  citizen, 
though  we  demand  from  him,  that  he  (hall  refpecSt  laws  he 
can  only  know,  becaufe  they  have  trampled  upon  him,  and 
venerate  a conditution  that  has  put  him  out  of  Its  pale,  and 
doomed  him  to  perpetual  ignorance.  If  fuch  have  not  been 
the  confequences,  if  the  Roman  Catholic  has  been  wretchedly 
ignorant,  if  he  has  not  been  reduced  to  the  moft  contempti- 
ble Rate  that  any  human  creature  can  poffibly  be  in,  your 
efforts  have  not  been  wanting  to*  make  hii^i  fo.  But  thofe 
laws  have  been  fortunately  overwhelr^ied  by  the  preffure  of 
their  own  weight  ; they  have  had  that  fate  which  every  law 
mull  have,  enacted  by  a legillator,  who,  defeending  from  his 
tribunal,  forgetting  that  nature  has  fet  limits  to  his  power, 
fiiall  convert  himfelf  from  a law=giver  into  a profecutor.  The 
cruelty  of  the  law  has  been  the  antidote  of  the  poifon  j it 
has  not  been  executed  ; hunianity  has  lifted  up  her  voice  and 
forbid  the  attempt*  ' 

In  ihort,  gentlemen,  you  are  called  upon  to  pafs  this  law, 
by  the  example  of  every  other  enlightened  nation  in  Europe  ; 
who,  convinced  of  the  unavailing  cruelty  of  religious  perfe- 
cuticn,  have  faid  to  their  fubje^s,  in  the  words  of  the  Roman 
Emperor,  take  the  ladder,  and  climb  up  your  own  way  to 
Heaven.”  You  are  called  upon  by  the  difmembered  litua- 
Uon  of  the  Britifh  empire,  requiring  the  iirmeft  union  of  all 
the  remaining  par'ts  : — You  are  called  upon  by  the  moll  falu- 
tary,  yet  moft  painful  of  all  leftbps,  your  own  experience, 
which  tells  you,  that  by  a fyftem  of  pains  and  penalties,  you 
only  rivetted  the  obftinacy,  armed  the  pride,  and  oftentimes 
banilhed  the  gallant  Roman  Catholics  of  this  country  into  the 
fervice  of  a foreign  prince,  to  publifh  our  infamy  and  his 
glory  wherever  he  went.  If  a Proteftant  Ihould  fay  to  a Ro- 
man 
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Catholic,  why  have  you  perfevered  fo  obftinately  in  a 
religion,  certainly  not  fo  pure  as  mine  ?— he  might  reply  to 
him,  if  in  your  government  I had  found  any  thing  but  perfe- 
cution  ahd'oppreffion,  in  your  laws  any  thing  but  cruelty,  I 
might  not  have  been  inattentive  to  your  call.  But  how  have 
you  endeavoured  to  convert  me — not  by  the  voice  of  perfua- 
fion — but  by  the  cruel  rigour  of  your  law,  which  armed 

6,very  generous  pafiion  of  the  human  breaft  againfi:  you. 

You  have  refufed  me  any  ftake  in  this  my  native  land  ; you 
forbid  me  to  educate  my  child  ; the  hand  of  the  executioner 
has  been  raifed  again  ft  the  riian,  who  would  unite  y our  off- 
fpring  to  mine — force  is  the  clumfy  fupporter  of  a bad  caufe, 
truth  and  reafon  defpife  luch  an  affiftant.  It  has  been  faid 
by  gentlemen  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  that  what  has  been 
done,  and  is  now  doing  by  other  nations,  does  not  apply  to 
the  fituation  of  Ireland  ; I acknowledge  it  does  not  exactly  ; 
but  I will  tell  you  what  applies  and  applies  forcibly — the  hif- 
tory  of  Chriftianity — the  hiftory  qf  mankind — the  hiftory  of 
eighteen  centuries ; they  tell  us,  that  perfecutions,  punifh- 
ments,  and  eyen  death  itfelf,  h^ve  been  found  infufficient  to 
conquer  religious  obftinacy  ; for  this  plain  and  fimple  reafon, 
the  man  fuffering  in  defence  of  his  religion,  thinks  that  he 
13  fecuring  eternal  happinefs  hereafter  ; the  lefs  intereft  finks 
into  the  greater. — Human  laws  can  therefore  be  of  no  avail : 
He  glories  in  their  rigour  *,  he  exults  in  his  punifliment — 
it  has  been  well  and  truly  faid  of  the  fuperftitious  man,  that 
his  feet  alone  are  on  the  earth,  but  his  head  is  in  Heaven. 

Permit  me  now  to  exhort  you,  by  that  manly  fpirit  of  free- 
dom, which  taught  you  to  demand  your  right  frorn  another 
country,  not  to  fuffer  yourfeives  to  be  reproached,  that, 
while  you  were  clamorous  for  your  privileges  as  a nation,  you 
refufed  to  reftore  a great  majority  of  your  fellow  fubje(Sl:s  to 
their  liberties  as  freemen,  and  to  their  great  cornmon  law 
rights,  as  naembers  of  the  Britifft  conftitution.  Unite  wuth 
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the  Roman  Catholics —you  will  become  a great  people,  for- 
midable to  your  enemies,  refpedled  by  Great  Britain— Re- 
member the  old  political  axiom — 

Concordia  Res  parva  crcf entity 
Difcordia  inaximce  dilahimtur^' 

The  Houfe  having  further  proceeded  in  committee  on  the 
Popery  bill, 

. Mr.  Gardiner » — Hitherto  we  have  endeavoured  in  framing 
the  bill,  to  conciliate  the  opinion,  and  obtain  the  fupport  of 
every  gentleman  in  the  Houle,  and  we  have  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fucceed  in  two  points  of  the  greateft  importance 
to  the  Roman  Catholics,  a full  right  of  poiTeffing  property, 
and  a free  exercife  of  their  religion  ; but  in  the  remaining 
parts  of  the  bill,  which  regard  matrimony  and  felf  defence, 
I find  that  gentlemen  differ  widely — for  which  reafon,  as  I 
would  not  rifk  a certain  good  both  for  this  country  and  its 
Roman  Catholic  inhabitants,  by  purfuing  further  advantages, 
I propofe  to  flop  in  the  prefent  bill,  juft  where  we  are  ; and 
having  given  it  the  form  of  law,  fubmit  it  to  the  other  bran- 
ches of  the  legiflature.  I , fhall  then,  [Sir,  prefent  tw^o 
new  bills,  providing  for  what  the  firft  has  left  .undone.  By 
one  of  them  it  is  intended  to  provide  for  the  education  of 
Catholics,  and  to  this  end,  I propofe  to  repeal  the  laws  made 
againft  Popifli  fchoolmafters  and  ufhers,  and  to  fufpend  for 
limited  time  thofe  laws  which  prohibit  Catholics  from  rece\Vr 
ing  foreign  education  ; for  as  there  are  no  feminaries  in  Ire- 
land where  they  can  be  inftrudled,  it  is  cruel  to  prevent  their 
being  inftrudled  abroad,  at  leaf!;  till  proper  feminaries  can  be 
inftituted  at  home. 

Mr.  Fitz^hbon, — I declare  that  I will  ufe  every  means  in 
my  power  to  prevent  Roman  Catholics  from  receiving  a fo- 
reign 
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reign  education  ; and  if  there  were  not  laws  In  force  I would 
propofe  new  ones  to  that  purpofe.  After  what  has  been 
done  for  Roman  Catholics,  after  we  have  gone  more  than  half 
way  to  meet  them,  will  it  be  faid,  that  they  fhould  not  come 
one  ftep  to  meet  us  ? Will  they  continue  to  fend  their  chil- 
dren to  France,  to  Spain,  to  Portugal,  to  imbibe  principles 
of  freedom,  or  attach  them  to  the  conftituiion  of  this  coun- 
try ? Or  will  you  fufFer  the  Roman  Catholics,  who  make  a. 
conliderable  body  of  the  people,  to  refort  to  regions  of  bigo- 
try and  fuperftition,  to  imbibe  principles  of  paffive  obedi- 
ence, and  every  idea  hohile  to  liberty  ? I am  not  fo  unreafon- 
able  as  to  fiiy,  Catholics  fhould  receive  no  education  at  all,  as 
the  laws  now  in  being  would  feem  to  enforce ; but  when  I 
know,  to  the  honour  of  the  prefent  heads  of  the  Univerfity, 
that  they  are  received  in  it  at  this  day  by  connivance  ; and 
when  I have  every  reafon  to  think  that  his  Majefly,  if  applied 
to,  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  his  royal  afTent  to  a 
ftatute  for  granting  them  free  admiffion,  I think  that,  if  they 
perfift  In  fending  their  children  abroad,  they  are  unworthy 
the  favours  they  have  received.  The  Univerfity  of  Dublin 
is  open  to  them,  and  if  they  decline  the  advantage,  it  is  not 
on  account  of  religion,  for  no  religious  conformity  will  be 
required  ; but  for  fear  their  children  fhould  in  early  life  im- 
bibe the  principles  of  a free  conftitution. 

The  Frovojl. — The  objefls  of  this  bill  are  fo  various  that  I 
think  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  has  acted  wifely  in  redu- 
cing them  to  different  heads  ; by  this  means  many  precauti- 
tions  may  be  taken  that  otherwife  could  not  be  fo  ealily 
adopted  : I fliall,  therefore,  follow  the  rule  he  has  laid  down> 
and  confine  myfeif  to  education. 

My  opinion  is  firongly  againft  fending  Roman  Catholics 
abroad  for  education,  nor  would  I eftablifh  Popifli  Colleges 
at  home ; our  gracious  fovereignj  who  is  the  legiflator  of  the 
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Unlverfity  of  Dublin,  may,  I think,  with  cafe  be  prevailed 
Upon  to  pafs  a ftatute  for  admitting  Catholics  ; and  when- 
ever I receive  his  pleafure  on  that  fubjedl,  I fliall  be  truly 
happy  in  obeying.  The  advantage  of  being  admitted  into' 
the  Univeriity  of  Dublin,  will  be  very  great  to  Cath^olics  : — ^ 
The  Fellows  and  Tutors  are  men,  not  only  of  moft  exemplary 
morals,  but  of  the  mod:  enlightened  underftanding,  devoted' 
to  virtue  and  found  philofophy  ; they  arc  capable  of  impart- 
ing morality  and  knowledge  to  thofe  placed  under  their  di- 
redlion,  and  in  this  they  are  aided  by  poflefling  an  extenlive 
library,  and  by  having  profefTors  of  every  fcience.  ^ If  Ro- 
man Catholics  are  to  participate  in  thefe  advantages,  if  they 
are  to  be  admitted  into  the  Univerfity,  they  need  not  be 
obliged  to  attend  the  divinity  profelTor,  they  may  have  one 
of  their  own  ; and  I would  have  a part  of  the  public  money 
applied  to  their  ufe,  to  the  fuppoft  of  a number  of  poor  lads 
as  fizers,  and  to  provide  premiums  for  perfohs  of  merit ; for 
t would  have  them  go  into  examinations,  and  make  no  dif- 
tih£lIon  between  them  and  the  Proteftants,  but  fuch  as  merit 
might  claim.  Why  fhould  they  hot  obtain  degrees  upon 
taking  the  new  oath  ? And  if  thofe  people  dare  to  worfhip 
God  in  their  own  way,  why  fhould  not  the  academic  badge 
they  wear  oh  their  fh'oulder  be  a mark  of  fpirit,  and  a pledge 
of  the  union  and  harmony  between  them  and  the  Proteft- 
ants  ? 

In  order  to  prepare  Roman  Catholics  for  the  Univerfity,  t 
would  encreafe  the  number  of  the  diocefan  fchools,  and  have 
Catholics  in{lru£led  gratis  in  them ; from  thence  they  might 
come  to  DubUn,  where  they  could  live  upon  eafier  terms 
than  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland,  if  it  be  confidered  that 
almoft  every  family  in  the  kingdom  have  friends  or  relations 
fettled  here.  By  thefe  means  Roman  Catholics  might  fill 
their  minds  with  found  philofophy,  and  I think  it  would  be 
highly  hohoutable  to  the  legiflatufe  to  puffue  only  fuch  means 
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as  thefe.  I am  an  enemy  to  force  when  applied  to  the  mind  ; 
no  mail  was  ever  terrified  into  wifdorn  *,  let  us  by  gentle  means 
induce  Roman  Catholics  to  receive  all  the  information  they 
can;  in  God’s  name,  let  them  choofe  for  themfelves.  As  to' 
property,  they  have  as  much  right  to  pofifefs  i't  as  they  have 
to  breathe  the  air  ; and  when  th(^  Houle  granted  them  pio- 
perty,  (I  fpeak  without  dilparagement  to  the  generofity  of 
the  Houfe)  it  granted  them  but  a right.  Toleration  is  alfo 
the  birth-right  of  man.  As  to  their  priefts,  we  might  in- 
deed have  limited  the  number  ; but  we  want  rather  to  unite 
them  to  the  ftate  by  indulgence,  and  a^ls  of  kindnefs,  than 
by  putting  them  under  any  reftraints,  give  them  caufe  to 
think  they  had  an  interefb  leparate  from  the  reft  of  their 
countrymen.  But  it  is  certainly  a matter  of  importance  that 
the  education  of  thofe  priefts  Ihould  be  as  perfedl  as  poffible, 
and  that  if  they  have  any  prejudices,  they  fliould  be  prejudi- 
ces in  favour  of  their  own  country  ; I therefore  think  that  a 
claufe  to  regulate  their  education  w^ill  give  this  bill  the  beft 
afturance  of  fuccefs — the  prefent  laws  are  difgraceful,  they 
prohibit  the  Roman  Catholics  from  receiving  any  education 
at  all,  and  therefore  fliould  be  aboliflied.  The  Roman  Ca- 
tholics fliould  receive  the  beft  education  in  the  eftablilhed 
Univerfity  at  the  public  expence  ; but  by  no  means  fliould 
Popifli  colleges  be  allowed,  for  by  them  we  fliould  again  have 
the  firefs  groaning  with  themes  of  controverfy,  college 
againft  college,  and  fubje<fts  of  religious  difputation  that  have 
long  flept  in  oblivion,  wmuld  again  awake,  and  awaken  with 
them  all  the  worft  pafiions  of  the  human  mind. 

The  proceedings  upon  this  fubjetft  concluded  with  the 
pafiing  of  different  afls  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
They  were  now  enabled  to  purchafe  in  fee^  and  take  by  grant, 
limitation;  defcent,  or  devife,  and  lands,  tenements  and 
hereditaments  in  this  kingdom,  and  to  difpofe  of  them  by 
will  or  otherwife,  to  defcCnd  according  to  the  courfe  of  the 
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law,  devifeable  and  transferable  in  like  manner  as  the  lands 
of  Proteftants.  Certain  penal  a6ls  refpe^ling  the  hearing 
and  celebrating  mafs,  and  other  particulars,  were,  repealed. 
So  much  of  former  ails  as  prohibited  Catholics  to  keep  pub- 
lic fchools,  was  alfo  repealed,  and  a law  enailed  to  enable 
them  to  have  the  guardiaiifliip,  care  and  tuition'  of  their  own 
children. 

The  teJl-oBy  by  which  the  dijjentlng  Protejiants  were  un- 
juftly  excluded  from  offices  of  truft  under  the  crown,  was 
repealed  likewife. 

Behdes  thefe  aits,  the  nation  was  gratified  by  the  repeal 
of  the  perpetual  mutiny  bill,  and  by  the  paffing  that  long 
defired  ait  for  making  the  commiffion  of  the  Judges  of  this 
kingdom  to  continue  quamdiu  fe  bene  gejferint.  An  ait  was 
allb  pafTed  to  render  the  manner  of  conforming  from  the 
Popifh  to  the  Proteflrant  religion  more  eafy  and  expeditious. 
Another,  for  extending  certain  of  the  provifions  contained 
in  a former  ait  for  confirming  all  the  (tatutes  made  in  Eng- 
land affeiting  this  kingdom.  Another,  for  fparing  to  his 
Majefty,  to  be  drawn  out  of  this  kingdom  whenever  he 
fhould  think  fit,  a force  not  exceeding  5000  men  (part  of 
the  troops  appointed  to  be  kept  therein  for  its  defence). 

Ireland  by  the  advantages  it  had  now  gained^  partly  in  its 
commerce,  and  partly  in  the  conftitutional  regulations  of  its 
legiflative  powers,  appeared  to  have  the  fulleft  profpeit  of 
future  felicity.  A few  years  exhibited  evident  proofs  of  en- 
creafing  profperity ; and  the  metropolis,  by  various  public 
and  private  buildings,  became  fo  much  improved  and 
extended,  that  it  promifed  to  vie  with  almoft  any  other  city’ 
in  Europe. 
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the  27th  day  of  July,  1782,  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
(Lieutenant  concluded  the  feffion  with  the  following  fpeecb. 
from  the  throne : 

“ ?Ay  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

The  great  and  conftitutional  advantages  you  have  fecu- 
:red  to  your  country,  and  the  wife  and  magnanimous  conduct: 
of  Great  Britain,  in  contributing  to  the  fuccefs  of  your  fteady 
and  temperate  exertions,  call  for  my  congratulations,  on  the 
clofe  of  a fedion  which  muft  ever  refle6l  the  highell  honour 
on  the  national  charadfer  of  both  kingdoms. 

“ It  muft  be  a moft  pleafing  confideration  to  you,  to  recoi- 
led!, that  in. the  advances  you  made  towards  the  fettlement 
of  your  conftitution,  no  acts  of  violence  or  impatience  have 
marked  their  progrefs.  A religious  adherence  to  the  laws 
confined  your  endeavours  within. the  ftridleft  bounds  of  loy- 
alty and  good  order  j your  claims  were  diredted  by  the  fame 
fpirit  that  gave  rife  and  ftability  to  the  liberty  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  could  not  fail  of  fuccefs,  as  foon  as  the  councils  of 
.that  kingdom  were  influenced  by  the  avowed  friends  of  the 
^conftitution. 

Such  a fpirit  of  conftitytional  liberty  communicating 
itfelf  from  one  kingdoni  to  the  other,  muft  naturally  pro- 
duce that  reciprocal  confidence  and  mutual  alFedfion,  of  vvliich 
v’e  already  begin  to  feel  the  moft  falutary  effedls.  A grateful 
zeal  and  generous  ardour  have  united  this  whole  kingdom  in 
the  moft  cordial  and  vigorous  exertions,  which  promife  ef- 
fedlually  to  fruftratethe  defigns  of  our  common  enemy,  and 
to  re-eftablilh  and  fecure  the  glory  of  the  whole  empire. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

“ When  I confider  the  very  adlive  and  liberal  part  you 
have  taken  in  contributing  to  thefe  great  and  glorious  events, 
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I muft  as  dirtin<5lly  exprefs  to  you  his  Majefty’s  fenfc  of  the 
lafi:  elfufion  of  your  generofity  for  the  defence  of  the  empire, 
as  I muft  return  you  his  moft  gracious  thanks  for  the  fupplies 
which  you  fo  chearfiilly  voted  at  the  beginning  of  this  feffion. 
His  Majefty’s  royal  example  not  only  fecures  to  you  a moft 
juft  and  oeconomical  application  of  the  aids  you  have  granted 
him,  but  affords  you  a moft  folemn  pledge  of  attentive*  in- 
veftigation  into  every  means  which  the  circumftances  of  this 
country  will  afford  to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  his  loyal  and 
grateful  people.  To  co-operate  with  you  in  Carrying  into 
effect  this  moft  benevolent  difpofition  of  hrs  Majefty,  will 
afford  me  the  liigheft  gratification  ; and  manifeft  to  you  the 
fentlments  I fhall  ever  entertain,  in  return  for  the  confidence 
you  have  repofed  in  the  finedrity  of  my  pfofeflions  for  your 
welfare.  ’ ' ' ’• 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

<<  In  contemplating  the  fervices  which  your  unremitting 
aftiduity  has  rendered  to  the  public,  I muft  indulge  rnyfclf  iri 
the  fatisfadlion  of  I'pecifying  feme  very  important  adls,  which 
will  moft  materially  ftrengthen  the  great  conftitutional  reform 
you  have  com  pleated,  and  which  will  forever  diftinguifh  the 
period  of  this  memorable  feflion.  ' You  have  provided  for 
the  impartial  and  unbiaffed  adminiftration  of  juftice,'  by  the 
aeft  for  fecuring  the  independency  of  judges.  ' Y’ou  have 
adopted  one  of  the  moft  effedfual  fecurities  of  BritiOi  free- 
dom, by  limiting  the  mutiny-a<ft  in  point  of  duration';  you 
have  fecured  that  moft  invaluable  of  all  human  bleflings,the 
perfonal  liberty  of  the  fubjeeft,  by  paffing  the  Habeas  Corpus 
; you  have  cherifhed  and  enlarged  the  wife  principles  of 
toleration,  and  made  Confiderable  advances  in  abolifhing  thofe 
diftineftions,  which  have  too  long  impeded  the  progrefs  of 
Induftfy,  and  divided  the  nation.  The  diligence  and  ardour 
with  which  you  have  perfevered  in  the  accompli ftiment  of 
' ■ ' ■ . ^ ^ ‘ i ...v  ....  . _ thefe 
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-il^fe  great  objects,  muft  ever  bear  the  moft  honourable  tefti- 
cinony  of  your  zeal  and  induftry  in  the  fervice  of  your  coun- 
try, ’ and  manifed:  your  knowledge  of  its  true  interefts. 

« Many  and  great  national  objects  muft  prefent  them.felvcs 
.to  your  conftderation  during  the  recefs  from  parliamentary 
bufinels  ; but  what  I would  moft  earneftly  prefs  upon  you, 
'as  that  on  which  your  domeftic  peace  and  happinefs,  and  the 
profperity  of  the  empire  at  this  monient  rnoft  immediately 
depend,  is  to  cultivate  and  diffufe  thofe  fentiraents  of  aftec- 
tlon  and  confidence  which  are  now  happily  reftored  between 
the  two  kingdoms.  Convince  the  people  in  your  feveral  did- 
,tri£ts,  as  you  are  yourfelves  convinced,  that  every  caufe  of 
paft  jealoufies  and  difcontents  is  finally  removed  ; that  both 
countries  have  pledged  their  good  faith  to  each  other,  and 
that  their  beft  fecurity  will  be  an  inviolable  adherence  to  that 
compafl  ; diat  the  implicit  reliance  which  Great  Britain  has 
repofed  on  the  honour,  generofityi  and  candour  of  Ireland, 
engages  your  national  charaxfter  to  a return  of  fentiments 
.equally  liberal  and  .enlar’ged  : Convince  them  that  the  two 
kingdoms  are  now  one,  indifiblubly  connected  in  unity  of 
^conftitution  and  unity  of  interefts  ; that  the  danger'and  fecu- 
rity, the  profperity  and  calamity  of  the  one,  muft  equally 
alFeift  the  other — that  they  ftand  or  fall  together.” 

The  Parliament  was  then  prorogued  to  the  24th  Septi 
following. 

f Comm.  Journ.  Vol,  xx.  , 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

SuhjeB  of  Parliamentary  Reform  agitated  in  England. — Refolu- 
tions  of  the  Livery  of  London. — Petition  of  the  County  ofTorl\ 

‘ Conclufton  of  the  American  War. — Parliament  of^  Great 
Britain  addrefs  his  Majefy. — His  Majeftfs  Anfwer. — Earl 
Temple  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant . — Addrefs  to  him  by  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin. — His  Anfwer.— Further  proceedings 
in  England  refpeBing  the  Declaratory  AB.—lnfallation  of 
Knights ’‘of  St.  Patrick. — Ceremony  of  their  Infalldtion. — 
A fylum  appointed  for  Emigrants  from  Geneva. — Lord  Lieute^ 
nant^s  warranty  ^c.  on  that  occafton. — Adminijiration  of 
Earl  Temple.  • 


flI3  kingdom  having  thus  during  the  feffion  of  1782 
^ JL  acquired  fuch  important  benefits,  it  became  only  requi- 
fite  to  preferve  lheir  continuance.  To  this  purpofe  nothing 
more  feeme'd  necefiary  than  an  adequate  and  faithful  repre» 
fentation  of  the  people.''  But,  as  the  fubjedl  of  2i parliament 
tary  reform  belongs  more  immediately  to  a fubfeqiient  period 
hi  the  political  hifiory  of  this  country,  we  fliall  only  at  pre- 
fent  oblerve,  that  Ireland  appears  to  have  been  warranted  in 
entering  into  the  confideration  of  it,  by  the  example  of  Great 
Britain,  fo  early  as  the  time  now  mentioned.  * 


It  was  the  opinion  then  of  the  prefent  Prime  Minifter  of 
England  (Mr.  Pitt),  that  fuch  a reform  was  necefiary  in  the 
Britilh  Parliament. ‘ In  1782  the  people  of  England  were 
zealous  in  the  meafure  ; at  a meeting  of  the  Livery  of  Lon* 
don  that  year,  afiembled  in  common  hall,  it  was  arnongfi:,' 
bther  things  refolved,  “ That  the  unequal  reprefentation  of 
the  people,  the  corrupt  ftate  of  Parliament,  and  the  perver- 
iidn  thereof  from  its  original  inftitution,  were  the  principal 
ii..u  .*-.4  . i-v:.  . , caufesi 
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taufes  of  the  unjuft  war  with  America,  of  the  confequen^ 
difmemberment  of  the  Britifti  empire,  and  of  every  griev-^ 
ance  of  which  they  complained.”  The  Livery  farther  refol- 
ved,  That  thefe  grievances  could  never  be  removed,  until 
I the  right  of  the  people  to  their  conltitutional  ihare  in  the 
j Englidi  government  fhould  be  re-eftablilhed,  By  a fair  and 
I equal  reprefentation  in  Parliament,  and  a frequent  ele<fi:ion 
of  their  reprefentatives,  according  to  aticient  ulage.” 

I 

AlTociations  were  therefore  formed  in  mod:  parts  of  Great 
i Britain  to  accompliih  this  defirable  end  ; and  the  freeholders 
of  the  county  of  York,  on  that  ocGahon,  preiented  the  fol- 
lowing petition,  viz.  : 

7c  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  BritainJti  Parliament 
ajfembled. 

Xhe  humble  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Yorhi  ^ 
Sheweth, 

-That  your  petitioners,  fenfible  of  the  original  excellency  of 
the  conftitution  of  this  country,  moh  ardently  wifh  to  have 
it  maintained  upon  the  genuine  principles  on  which  it  was 
founded. 

Your  petitioners  further  fliew,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  the 
welfare  of  the  people,  that  the  Commons^  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment fhould  have  a common  intereft  with  the  nation  ; and 
that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  Parliament,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  do  not  fufhciently 
fpeak  the  voice  of  the  people. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  this  honourable 
Houfe  to  take  into  their  mod:  ferious  condderation  the  pre- 
fent ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament, 

X 3 and 


Collectanea 


3i8  Collectanea  Folitica* 

and  to  apply  fiich  remedy  to  this  great  and  alarming  evil,  as 
to  this  honourable  Houfe  may  feem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever  pray,  Scc. 

It  is  well  known  that  all  attempts  to  gain  this  reform  in 
Great  Britain  proved  inefFeflual  > we  fliall  not  therefore  en- 
large on  the  proceedings  in  that  kingdom,  erpecially  as  we 
mean  to  confine  the  prefent  work  principally  to  what  relates 
to  this  country ; it  may  not  however  be  unworthy  of 
notice,  that  two  remarkable  acls  were  at  this  time  pafled  in 
England,  one  for  better  fecuring  the  freedom  of  eleftion  of 
rtiembers  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  by  difabling  certain  officers 
employed  in  the  colleftion  or  management  of  his  Majefty^s 
revenue,  from  giving  their  votes  at  fuch  eleflions  ; and  ano- 
ther “ for  reftraining  any  perfon  concerned  in  any  contract,' 
commiffion  or  agreement,  made  for  the  public  fervice,  from 
being  ele^ed,  or  fitting  and  voting  as  a Member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.*''  Some  fruitlefs  attempts  were  made 
to  obtain  a£ts  of  this  nature,  and  -to  reftrain  the  influence  of 
the  Crown  amongft  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  in  this 
kingdom — the  majority  of  the  Irlfli  parliament  was  however 
at  all  times  againft  the  meafure. 

/ 

Before  we  return  dlre<fl:ly  to  domeflic  occurrences,  we  can- 
not omit  to  obi crve,' that  early  in  1782  the  conteft  between 
Great  Britain  and  America  drew  towards  a conclufion  ; this 
was  an  event  in  which  every  part  of  the  Britifli  dominions 
was  highly  interefted.  In  February,- the  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  England  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Refolved,  “ That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefly,  moft  humbly  to  reprefent  to  his  Majcfty  that  the 
furtner  profecution  of  offenfive  war  on  the  continent  of 
North  America,  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  the  revolted 
I colonies 


CoHectanca  Foliiica.  stp 

colonies  to  obedience  by  force,  will  be  the  means  of  weaken- 
ing the  efforts  of  this  country  againft  her  European  enemies^ 
tend.s,  under  the  prefent  circiimftances,  dangeroufly  to  in- 
creafe  the  mutual  enmity  fo  fatal  to  the  interefts  both  of  Great 
Britain  and  America,  and,  by  preventing  an  happy  reconci- 
liation with  that  country,  to  fruftrate  the  earneft  defire  graci- 
oufly  expreffed  by  his  Majefty  to  reflore  the  bleflings  of  pub- 
lic tranquillity.'^ 

’ To  this  addrefs  his  Majefty  was  gracloufly  pleafed  to  re- 
turn the  following  anfwer  : 

Gcfitlemen  of  the  Heufe  of  Commons ^ 

There  are  no  obje<fts  nearer  to  my  heart  than  the  eafe, 
happinefs,  and  profperity  of  my  people. 

“ You  may  be  aftured  that,  in  purfuance  to  your  advice> 
I fliall  take  fuch  meafares  as  fliall  appear  to  me  to  be  moft: 
conducive  to  the  reftoration  of  harmony  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  revolted  colonies,  fo  eftential  to  the  profperity 
of  both  ; and  that  my  efforts  fhall  be  directed  in  the  moft: 
cffe<ft:ual  manner  againft  our  European  enemies,  till  fuch 
peace  can  be  obtained  as  .fhall  be  confident  with  with  the  in- 
terefts, and  permanent  welfare  of  my  kingdoms.” 

Meafures  being  accordingly  adopted  for  terminating  this 
unfortunate  conteft,  a peace  was  at  length  concluded. 

In  September  1782  Earl  Temple  fucceeded  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenancy  of  Ireland.  The  public  was  not  yet  perfe(ft:Iy 
fatisfied  with  the  declaratory  aB  ; and  on  the  i ith  March, 
1783,  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Dublin  prefented  tbs 
following  addrefs  to  his  Excellency  ; 
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“ iPfcT)’  it pkafe  your  Excellency^ 

“ We,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  Commons,  and  citi-' 
zens  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  in  common  council  afTembled, 
unanimoufly  think  it  our  indifpenfable  duty  at  this  time  to- 
approach  your  Excellency  with  our  fincere  acknowledgments  , 
for  your  prudent  and  indefatigable  regard  to  the  honour  and 
welfare  of  this  country. 

Your  Excellency’s  early  attention  to  the  removal  of  all 
doubts  relative  to  the  independency  of  the  legiflation,  and 
jiirifdiction  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  the  general  and  ceco- 
nomical  reform  introduced  into  feveral  departments  of  the 
State,  and  the  many  great  and  apparent  advantages  we  enjoy, 
and  are  likely  to  experience  from  your  Excellency’s  wife,  firm, 
and  virtuous  adminiftration,  muft  at  all  times  excite  and  de- 
mand the  higheft  expreffions  of  gratitude,  and  make  us  ear- 
neftly  felicitous  for  the  continuance  of  your  government  over 
a people  affectionate  to  your  perfon,  and  truly  fenfible  of  your 
honourable  intentions^ 

It  has  been  juftly  obferved,  that  all  nations  have  experi- 
enced a period  of  exaltation  as  well  as  of  depreflion. 

“ From  an  ill-judging  policy,  this  kingdom  felt  the  latter  5 ' 
from  the  well-timed  and  liberal  fentiments  which  prevail,  is 
is  likely  to  attain  the  former. 

We  afflire  your  Excellency,  that  the  citizens  expedl  the 
confummation  of  this  great  bnfinefs  from  a nobleman  of  in- 
dependent fortune  and  principles,  equally  the  friend  of  Great 
Lritain  and  Ireland,  and  fenfible  their  interefts  are  the  fame  ; 
and  they  moft  firmly  rely  on  your  goodnefs,  that  nothing  in 
your  power  will  be  wanting  to  fecure  to  this  nation  the  com- 
plete and  perpetual  enjoyment  of  commercial  and  conftituti- 
«inai  freedom. 

« In 
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**  In  that  perfuafion' we  cannot  but  reprefent  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  as  the  time  is  critical  and  important,  no  circum- 
ftances  whatfoever  fhould  induce  a change  which  might  pre- 
judice, but  cannot  benefit,  this  country  •,  and  your  Excellency 
muft  be  convinced  there  are  fiiuations  in  which  the  yielding, 
[ even  to  the  finer  feelings  of  the  mind  (however  amiable  in 
private  life)  muft  be  confidered  as  political  error,  and  a de- 
fertion  of  public  duty, 

“ Your  Excellency  will  pleafe  to  receive  this  addrefs,  not 
as  the  ordinary  and  common  compliment  paid  to  perfons  in 
your  high  ftation,  but  as  the  language  of  freemen  fenfibly 
alarmed,  who  highly  approve  your  conduct  and  revere  your 
virtues,  and  who  will  not  behold  with  indifference  the  mo- 
ment which  fliall  terminate  your  Excellency's  adminiftra- 
tion. 

“ In  teftimony  whereof  we  have  caufed  the  common 
feal  of  the  fiaid  city  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  this  7th 
day  of  March,  1783.” 

To  this  addrefs  the.  following  anfwer  was  returned  : 

“ I am  too  fenfible  to  this  addrefs  of  affe(ftionate  regard,  to 
anfwer  it  in  the  common  expreffions  of  good-will:  my  heart 
is  indeed-too  full  *,  I truly  feel  an  honeft  pride  in  receiving 
fuch  a teftimony  of  the  fenfe  which  the  city  of  Dublin  enter- 
tain of  my  zeal  to  promote  that  firft  objeft  of  my  wifhes,  the 
conftitutional  and  commercial  freedom  of  Ireland.  To  fuch 
an  object  I would  gladly  facrifice  every  private  feeling  : and 
as  long  as  I can  flatter  myfelf  that  my  exertions  are  acceptable 
to  his  Majefty,  or  may  be  ferviceable  to  this  kingdom,  I will 
hope  that  no  circumftances  will  prevent  me  from  continuing 
to  you  that  proof  of  my  intereft  in  your  profperity,  which  an 
unremitting  attention  to  the  great  lines  of  an  honeft  govern- 
ment canfo  truly  give.  But  in  every  fituation,  I never  can 
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forget  how  much  I owe  to  your  afFedlon ; and  my  conftant 
prayer,  my  conftant  objefl  will  be,  that  the  honour,  pride, 
and  happinefs  of  Ireland  may  be  perpetual,  and  that  it  may 
be  founded  on  the  fureft  bafis  of  a liberal  and  conftitutional 
connexion  with  your  lifter  kingdom.” 

The  Britifh  Parliament,  however,  thought  proper  to  put 
an  end  to  all  apprehenfton  of  future  differences  on  this  fub- 
jecft,  by  palling  an  aft  “ for  removing  and  preventing  all 
doubts  which  had  arifen,  or  might  arife,  concerning  the  ex- 
clufive  right  of  the  Parliament  and  Courts  of  Ireland  in  mat- 
ters of  legiflation  and  judicature  *,  and  for  preventing  any 
writ  of  error  or  appeal  from  any  of  his  Majefty’s  Courts  in 
that  kingdom  from  being  received,  heard  and  adjudged  in 
any  of  his  Majefty’s  Courts  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.” 

The  caufe  of  this  bill  was  as  follows : — ‘When  the  matter 
of  eftablifhing  the  legiflative  and  judicial  independence  of 
Ireland  was  under  minifterial  conlideration,  two  ways  of  do- 
ing it  had  occurred.  The  one  by  a renunciation  of  what 
England  held  to  be  a right,  but  which  it  was  ready  to  give 
up  ; which  mode,  it  was  forefeen,  might  give  offence  to  Ire- 
land, inafmuch  as  it  was  contended  England  never  had  any 
fuch  right.  The  other  mode  was  by  declaring  that,  though 
England  had  exercifedthe  power,  it  had  never  been  legally 
poffeffed  of  fuch  a right  •,  but  to  this  mode  it  was  apprehend- 
ed the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  would  not  readily  con- 
fent.  The  meafure  of  a llmple  repeal  of  the  declaratory  a^I 
of  6 Geo.  I.  was  therefore,  as  we  have  already  feen,  adopted, 
as  moft  confiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  the  people  here,  and  the 
dignity  of  the  Britifh  Government.  After  this  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  proceeded  in  the  exercife  of  their  legiflative 
capacity,  to  enafl  laws  for  regulating  judicial  proceedings, 
and  for  confining  the  decifions  of  property  to  the  Courts  of 
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law,  with  power  of  appeal  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  this 
country  only. 

Matters  were  proceeding  in  this  manner,  when  a caufe  that 
had  been  removed  by  writ  of  error  from  this  kingdom  to 
the  King’s  Bench  in  England,  long  before  the  repeal  had 
been  in  agitation,  and  which  the  Judges  there  by  the  rules  of 
the  Court,  were  bound  to  determine,  was  brought  to  a deci- 
fion.  This  unlucky  accident  created  ■ thofe  new  fears  and 
revived  again  that  jealoufy  in  the  minds  ofirifhmcn,  which 
caufed  the  enabling  of  the  Englilh  ftatute  laft  mentioned. 

, To  clofe  all  this  political  manceuvring,  which  feemed  to 
promife  fuch  national  happinefs  and  profperity  to  Ireland,  a 
new.  order  of  knighthood  was  inftituted,  and  letters  patent 
were  paffed  for  creating  a fociety  or  brotherhood  to  be  called 
“ Knights  of  the  illuftrious  Order  of  St.  Patrick,’’  of  which 
his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  were  appointed  to  be 
Sovereigns,  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  for  the  time 
being,  to  officiate  as  Grand  Aiajler.  The  following  were 
appointed  Knights  Companions  of  the  Order,  viz.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  Prince  Edward,  his  Grace  William  Robert  Duke 
of  Leinfter,  the  Earls  of  Clanricarde,  Antrim,  Weftmcath, 
Inchiquin,  Drogheda,  Tyrone,  Shannon,  Clanbraffil,  Mor- 
nington,  Courtown,  Charlemont,  Bedlive  and  Elv.  The 
Archbifhop  of  Dublin  for  the  time  being,  was  appointed 
Chancellor',  and  the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick’s  in  like  manner, 
Regijler — and  Lord  Delvin,  Secretary. 

On  the  I ith  March,  the  Knights  were  invefted  with  due 
folemnity  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant  at  Dublin  Caftle,  and 
on  the  ryth  of . the  fame  month  (being  the  feftival  of  St. 
Patrick,  tutelar  Saint  of  Ireland)  they  were  inflalled.  Per- 
haps it  may  gratify  fome  of  our  readers,  if  we  give  a brief 
account  of  the  ceremonial  of  this  Injlallation. 
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The  proper  precaution  having  been  taken  to  guide  the  linei 
of  carriages  and  fpedators,  and  the  flreets  being  lined,  partly* 
by  the  regiments  then  on  Dublin  duty  and  partly  by  diffe- 
rent volunteer  corps,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  preceded  by  his 
own  carriages,  containing  his  houfehold,  the  Efquires  of  the 
Sovereign,  and  the  Peer  who  bears  the  fword  of  ftate,  and 
attended  by  a fquadron  of  cavalry,  fet  forward  from  the 
Caftle,  and  was  followed  by  the  Knights  Companions,  each 
in  a coach  attended  by  their  Efquires  ; no  other  carriage, 
fave  thofe  of  the  Knights,  were  allowed  to  move  in  this  pro-» 
ceflion. 

At  the  door  of  the  cathedral  of  St.  Patrick  his  Excellency 
was  met  by  the  officers  of  the  church  and  of  the  order;  who 
attended  him  to  the  rohing-room.  His  Excellency  alone 
being  in  the  full  mantle,  habit,  and  collar  of  the  order,  the 
other  Knights  in  the  furcoat  only,  and  with  their  caps  and 
feathers  in  their  hands  ; their  mantles,  collars  and  fwords 
having  been  previoufly  fent  to  the  chapter-room. 

As  foon  as  his  Excellency’ notified  his  pleafure,  the  pro- 
ceffion  was  made  to  the  choir  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 

Singing  men. 

Prebendaries. 

Meffengers. 

Kettle  drums* 

" Trumpets. 

Purfuivants. 

. Pages* 

Gentlemen  at  large* 

Gentlemen  of  the  bed-chamber. 

Gentlemen  of  horfe,  chamberlain,  and  gentleman  uffiei", 
Steward  and  comptroller. 

Efquires. 

Heralds. 


Knights 
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Knights. 

Ulfter,  regifter,  and  uflier. 

.Genealogift,  chancellor,  fecretary. 

Prelke. 

Sword  of  ftate,  carried  by  fenior  peer. 

a.  , O ^ 

I Lord  Lieutenant.  | ^ 

^ y ^3  S' 

Peers’  fons. 

Train-bearer. 

" . Colonel  of  battle-axes. 

Battle-axe  guards. 

Upon  entering  the  choir  the  trumpets,  purfuivants,  and 
other  officers  attending  the  proceffion,  proceeded  to  their 
proper  places,  as  well  as  his  Excellency’s  fuite.  The  efquires, 
three  a-.breafi:,  made  their  reverences  to  the  altar  when  they 
came  oppofite  to  the  ftall  of  their  knight,  and  then  wheeled 
od*  to’  their  refpediive  places  ; the  knights  entered  two  and 
tvro,  and  after  the  fame  reverences  proceeded  to  their  flails, 
where  they  remained  handing  till  his  Excellency  was  feated, 
when  they  bowed  ai^  together,  and  feated  themfelves.  The 
choir  then  performed  the  coronation  anthem  j after  which 
the  uGier,  king  of  arms,  heralds,  and  purfuivants,  attended 
with  the  three  efquires  of  the  fenior  knight,  went  out 
w’ith  the  ufual  reverences  for  the  iiifignia  of  the  order,  wkh 
which  they  returned  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 

The  principal  efquire,  bearing  the  banner  furled. 

The  two  other  efquires,  bearing  the  mantle  and  the  fword. 
yifler,  carrying  the  great  collar  of  the  order  upon  a blue 
velvet  cufliion. 

When  they  had  proceeded  to  the  centre  of  the  choir,  they 
remained  there  while  the  four  great  officers  of  the  order  pro- 
ceeded to  the  hall  of  the  faid  fenior  knight,  after  the  ufual 
reverences  to  the  fovereign’s  hail : the  knight  then  defeend- 


325  . CoHcctanca  IPoIitica. 

cd  into  the  middle  of  the  choir,  where  he  was  Invefted  wlt|i 
the  fword,  the  mantle,  and  the  collar,  by  the  chancellor  and 
regifter,  after  reading  the  admonition  prefcribed,  viz. 

Upon  putting  on  the  fword  Take  this  fword  to  the 
cncreafe  of  your  honour  ; and  in  token  and  iign  of  the  moft 
illuftriou*  order,  which  you  have  received,  wherewith  you 
being  defended  may  be  bold  ftrongly  to  fight  in  the  defence 
of  thofe  rights  and  ordinances  to  which  you  be  engaged,  and 
to  the  juft  and  neceftary  defence  of  thofe  who  be  opprelTed 
and  needy.” 

Upon  putting  on  the  mantle  : — “ Receive  this  robe  and 
livery  of  this  moft  illuftrious  order,  in  augmentation  of  thine 
honour,  and  wear  it  with  the  firm  and  fteady  refolution,  thsit 
by  your  chara£ler,  conduff,  and  demeanour,  you  may  approve 
yourfelf  a true  fervant  of  the  Almighty  God  ; and  a worthy 
brother  and  knight  companion  of  this  nioft  illuftrious 
i order.” 

Upon  putting  on  the  collar  “ Sir,  the  loving  company 
of  the  order  of  St.  Patrick  hath  received  you  their  brother, 
lover,  and  fellow,  and  in  token  and  knowledge  of  this,  they 
give  you  and  prefent  you  this  badge,  the  which  God  will,  that 
you  receive  and  wear  from  henceforth  to  his  praife  and  plea- 
fure,  and  to  the  exaltation  and  honour  of  the  fald  illuftrious 
order  and  yourfelf.”  , 

They  then  conduaed  him  to  his  ftall,  with  the  ufual  reve- 
rences to  the  fovereign  ; and  he  feated  himfelf  with  his  cap 
upon  his  head  ; after  which  the  efquire  unfurled  the  ban- 
ner, and  the  knights  ftanding  up  uncovered,  Ulfter  repeated 
ins  ftyle  in  hnglifh,  and  a procefTion  was  made  to  the  altar, 
of  the  regifter  and  officers  of  arms,  attended  by  the  efquires 
with  the  banner,  which  was  delivered  to  Ulfter,  who  prefent- 
cd  it  to  the  regifter,  who  placed  it  within  the  rails  of  the 
' ' altar. 
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altar.  After  which,  with  the  ufual  reverences,  the  efquires 
proceeded  to  their  places,  and  the  officers  of  arms  proceeded 
with  the  efquires  of  the  fecond  knight  in  like  manner  as  be- 
fore. And  when  thefe  ceremonies  were  finiihed,  the  choir 
performed  the  Tc  Deum  ; after  which  a proccffion  was  made 
in  like  manner  as  before  to  the  chapter- room,  and  from  thence 
to  the  caftle,  where  the  knights  repofed  themfelves  till  din- 
ner was  ferved  ; when  a proceffion  was  again  made  from 
the  prefence-chamber  to  St.  Patrick’s-hall,  where  the  knights 
took  their  feats  covered,  viz.  the  grand  mafter  in  the  center, 
the  prince’s  chair  on  his  left  hand,  the  prelate  and  the  chan- 
cellor at  the  two* ends  of  thefovereigrfs  table,  and  the  knights 
bn  each  lide  ; and  the  efquires  remained  ftanding  till  after 
grace  was  faid,  when  they  retired  to  the  feats  prepared  for 
them.  , - . . . 

T 

Towards  the  end  of  the  firfi;  courfe,  when  his  Excellency 
ftood  up  uncovered,  the  knights  rofe  uncovered,  and  the 
king  of  arms  proclaimed  by  the  found  of  trumpet,  that  the 
grand  mafier  and  knights  companions  of  the  moft  illuftrious 
order  of  St.  Patrick  drank  the  fovereign’s  health.  The  fe- 
cond courfe  was  then  brought  in  with  the  ufual  ceremonies  ; 
after  which  his  Excellency  again  hood  up,  and  the  knights 
uncovered,  Ulfter  again  proclaimed  that  the  grand  mafter, 
in  the  name  of  the  fevereign,  drank  the  healths  of  the 
knighrs  companions.  ‘ And  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  courfe, 
all  riling  again  uncovered,  the  queen’s  health  was  drank  and 
proclaimed  ia  the  fame  manner.  ’The  deiTert  was  then 
brought  in,  and  during  it  the  officers  of  arms,  with  the  ufual 
reverences,'  cried  Laigefs  thrice,  and  firft:  proclaimed  the 
ftyle  of  the  fovereign,  and  afterwards  of  each  knight  compa- 
nion, who  lucceffively  flood  up  during  the  faid  proclamation. 
After  which  the  knighfs,  efquires,  and  officers  attended  the 
grand-mafter  to  the  prefence-chamber,  where  the  ceremony 
was  finiftied  ; and  the  efquires  and  officers  retired  to  the 
dinner  prepared  for  them. 
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Government  now  took  into  confideration  the  caCc  of  thf 
.diftrelTed  Genevefe,  and  it  was  propofed  to  provide  an  afylurn 
for  them  in  this  country.  Accordingly  the  names  and  num- 
bers of  the  emigrants  from  Geneva  being  laid  before  the 
Privy  Council,  it  was  determined  to  fix  a place  for  their  refi- 
dence  at  Pafiage,  next  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Barrow 
and  Suir,  in  the  county  of  Waterford.  A very  confiderable 
tracl  of  land  in  that  diftridi  was  then  Ihortly  to  revert  to  Go- 
vernment, which  it  was  therefore  intended  fhould  be  appro- 
priated and  granted  in  fee  to  the  Genevefe.  This  place  was 
therefore  now  named  “ Nenv  Geneva^*  The  following  war- 
rant was  iflli^d  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  that  occafion  : 

/ .4^ 

To  the  Earl  of  Tyrone,  the  Right  Hon.  John  Beresford,  the 
Rigfft  Hon.  Sir  John  Blaquiere,  K.  B.  the  Right  Hon. 
Heiu-y  Theophilus  Clements,  the  Right  Hon.  John  Fofter, 
the  Right  Hon.  Luke  Gardiner,  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Wyndham  Grenville,  the  Right  Hon.  James  CuSe,  Da- 
vid Latouche,  Efq.  jun.  Andrew  Caldwell,  Efq.  Travers 
PIartley,^]^fq.  .Alexander  Jafiray,  Efq.'  and  MefTrs.  G. 
Ringler^  E.  Clav^re,  Du  Roveray,  E.  Gafe,  Grenus,  and 
P’lvernois. 

' Whereas  the  fieur  D’lvernois  did,  by  his  memorial  of  the 
27th  of  September  laft,  reprefent  unto  us,  that,  in  confe- 
quence  of  certain^^erations  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
political  confifitution  an^  government  of  the  ftate  of  Geneva, 
a confiderable  number  of  the  citizens  and  inhabitants,  attach- 
ed to  the  blefiings  of  a free  government,  were  difpofed,  under 
afiurances  of  the  enjoyment  of  certain  privileges  and  protec- 
tion-, to  fettle  themfelvesin  this  kingdom,  to  bring  with  them 
their  proper tjq  and  to  eftablifh  here  thole  manufactures 
which  had  rendered  the  citizens  of  that  {fate  fo  wealthy ; and 
that  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  Britifh  moneys 
would  be  neceflary  to  enable  the  firfl:  thoufand  emigrants  to 
efFeCt  their  purpofe,  of  which  a fum,  not  exceeding  one -half. 
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!4o‘be‘applIed  to  defray  the  expence  of  their  journey,  and  the 
.carriage  of  their  cfrefts  ; and  the  remainder  to  be  applied  in 
the  building  or  providing  hoiifes  for  their  reception  : and 
whereas  we  did  lay  the  faid  memorial  before  the  lords  of  his 
Ivlajefty’s  Privy 'Council,  who^  by  their  refolution  of  the  27th 
day  of  September  laft,  cxprellive  of  tiie  importance  of  the 
,obje6f,  and  the  advantages  to  ^be  fecured  to  this  kingdom  by 
vthe  acceffion  of  a body  of  refpe^able  citizens,  and  to  its  com- 
-snerce  by  the  introduction  of  a manufacture  fb  extenfive  and 
beneficial,  and  by  the  immediate  ac^uifition  of  ,a  very  mate- 
rial addition  to  the  national  wealth,  did  unanimoufly  requeft, 
that  his  Majefiy  would  be  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  take  the  fame 
into  his  royal  confideration,  and  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  in 
this  cafe  as  to  his  Majefty’s  great  wifdom  fhould  feem  meet,: 
and  we  having  tranfmitted  the  faid  memorial  and  refolution 
to  be  laid  before  the  King,  his  Majefty.hath  been  gracioufiy 
pleafed  to  fignify  his  royal  approbation  of  the  defign  afore- 
iald,  founded  upon  principles  ,fo  truly  interefiing  to  jufticc 
and  humanity  ; and  of  his  royal  difpofitioh  to  induce  the  faid 
merchants,  artifts,  and  manufaClurers,  citizens,  or  inhabi- 
tants of  Geneva,  to  fettle  in  Ireland,  under  the  conviction, 
that  by  their  civil  and  religious  principles,  their  indufiry,  and 
their  loyalty,  they  would  m.aterially  contribute  to  the  advan* 
t^ge  of  this  kingdom : 

Thefe  are,  therefore,  to  pray  and  to  empower  you  to  con- 
fult  together,  and  to  report  unto  us  what  agreements,  regula- 
;tions,  warrants,  and  authorities  will, 'in  your  opinion,  be  ne- 
cefiTary  and  proper  for  carrying  his  Majeily’s  gracious  inten- 
tions into  execution,  under  the  heads  following,  viz. 

I ft.  For  the  grant  of  a fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  to 
f ertain  ftatc- officers,  and  to  certain  of  the  nobility  and  gen- 
try of  this  realm,  together  with  the  fix  commifiioners  now  in 
this  kingdom  fro.m  the  Genevans-^the  faid  film  to  be  grant- 
VoL.  I.  Y ed 
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cd  to  them  in  truft  for  the  life  of  the  Genevans  fettling  in 
this  country— whereof  a fum,  not  exceeding  one  half,  is  to 
be  applied  to  the  charges  of  their  journey,  and  the  carriage  of 
their  eiieOs ; to  be  diflributed  by  the  faid  commiffioners,  in 
hich  proportion  as  they  liiall  think  equitable,  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  circumftances,  the  character,  and  the  talents 
of  each  emigrant ; and  the  remainder  to  be  expended  in  the 
building  a town,  and  fettling  them  therein. 

2dly.  To  confider  the  rights,  privileges,  franchifes,  and 
immunities  to  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  new- 
intended  town  j and  fo  foon  as  the  faid  general  fyftem  fhall 
have  been  fubmitted  to,  and  approved  of  by  us,  then  to  pre- 
pare a draught  of  a charter,  which  will  be  referred  to  the 
cenfideration  of  bis  Majefty’s  law  fervants  for  their  opinion, 
and  afterwards  fubmitted  tp  his  Majcfty  for  his  royal  appro- 
bation, granting  to  the  faid  citizens  of  the  New  Geneva,  the 
eftablifhment  of  magiftrates,  councils,  or  affemblies,  with 
powers  for  regulating  their  internal  concerns  in  fuch  manner 
as  fliali  be  mod:  agreeable  to  the  lav/s  under  which  they  lived 
happily  in  their  own  countr)’’,  and  as  fhall  be  agreeable  to  the 
difpofitions  of  the  people  ; obferving  neverthelefs,  that,  in 
no  inftance  ivhatfoever,  fuch  municipal  laws,  or  regulations, 
be  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  j and,  in  cafe  that 
it  diould  be  neceiTary  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  farther  pow”- 
ers  for  carrying  fuch  charters,  or  purpofes  into  execution, 
then  to  prepare  a draught  or  fcheme  of  fuch  bill  or  bills  ar 
may  be  necelfary  to  be  iubmitted  to  the  Legiflature, 

^dly.  To  confider  in  what  manner  a fuflicient  portion  of 
land  fhall  be  fccured  to  the  faid  citizens  of  Geneva  ; to  exa- 
mine and  recommend  with  all  expedition  a fituation  for  their 
new  town,  and  to  confider  and  prepare  every  arrangement 
'^hich  riiay  expedite  the  conflruclioh  of  it  ; and  to  report  by 
what  mode  the  perfons  arriving  in  this  kingdom  fliall  from 
time  to  time  be  accommodated,  until  the  new  town,  or  a fuf- 
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3(aent  portion  thereof,  fliall  be  ereffed  for  their  reception ; 
.as  alfo,  in  what  manner  the  faid  houfes  fliall  be  diftributed 
to  individuals,  or  a fuflicient  portion  of  ground  to  thofe  who 
may  wiflito  build  at  their  own  expencc;  and  in  what  manner 
the  freedom  of  the  new  town  fliall  be  fecured  to  fuch  perfons 
(having  been  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  Geneva,  and  pofTeflcd 
,of  thofe  qualifications  of  conduct  and  of  mpvals  upon  which 
the  iiiccofs  of  this  cftablifliment  muft  depend)  as  are  not  yet 
arrived  or  naturalized  * fo  that,  upon  their  arrival  and  natu- 
ralization, they  fliall  be  entitled  to  the  benefics  of  the  body' 
corporate  aforefaid. 

And  whereas  youn^  perfons  of  rank  and  fortune,  from  all 
parts  of  Europe,  reforted  to  the  city  of  Geneva,  to  profit 
from  the  fyftem  of  education  eftabliflied  there,  under  profef- 
fors  of  eminence  in  ufeful  and  liberal  ftudies  and  accomplifli- 
ments;  and  whereas  a fchool  or  academy  formed  upon  the 
fame  principles  in  this  kingdom  would  forward  his  Majefly’s 
gracious  ,difpofltions  for  the  encouragement  of  religion,  vir- 
tue, and  fcience,  by  improving  the  education  and  early  habits 
of  youth,  and  would  remove  the  inducements  to  a foreign 
education ; and  being  conducSled  with  that  attention  to  mora- 
lity and  virtue  virhich  hath  difllnguilhed  the  eflablifiiments 
in  that  city,  may  attrad  foreigners  to  reflde  in  this  kingdom 
for  the  like  purpofe,  we  do  farther  pray  and  empower  you  to 
confidcr  and  digeft  a plan  for  a fchool  and  academy  of  edu-^ 
cation  to  be  eftabliflied  in  the  new  colony,  and  to  make  a part 
of  the  conftitntion  hereof,  under  fuch  inftitution  and  regular 
tions,  and  with  fuch  privileges  as  may  beft  contribute  to  the 
ends  hereby  propofed. 

And  we  do  pray  and  empower  you,  that,  after  having  gi- 
ven thefc  fubjedls  in  general  the  fulleft  confideration,  you  do 
report  unto  us  a particular  detail  of  what  fhall  be  thought 
nioft  fitting  to  be  granted  and  ordered  for  the  advantage  and 
encouragemeait  of  the  Genevans  fettling  in  this  kingdom  afore- 
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faid,  and  for  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  the  new  colony, 
that  the  necefiary  reprefentations  thereupon  may  be  laid  be- 
fore his  Majefty  without  lofs  of  time  ; fo  that  every  facility 
may  be  given  to  the  adoption  of  every  rneafure  calculated  to 
give  the  faid  citizens  of  Geneva  the  fulleft  proofs  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  royal  protedlion  and  regard. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  feal  of  arms,  at  his  Majeftyfs 
Caftle  of  Dublin,  the  4th  day  of  April,  1783. 

By  his  Excellency’s  coinmand, 

S.  Hamilton. 

The  following  letter  was  received  by  hjr.  D’lvernois,  from 
' Mr.  Secretary  Hamilton  ; * 

Dublin  Cojllei  Augujl  18,  1783. 


I am  commanded  by  my  Lord  Lieutenant  to  acquaint  you, 
that  he  has  figned  a warrant  to  the  proper  officers  to  make 
out  the  draught  of  a commiffion,  to  be  fubmitted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty for  his' royal  fignature,  appointing  the  feveral  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  who  are  to  be  entrufted  with  the  fettlement 
in  this  kingdom  of  the  colony  , of  Genevans,  as  ' alfo  the 
draught  of  a royal  letter,  granting  the  fum  of  50,00®!.  to 
thofe  commiffion ers  for  that  purpofe.  ^ . 

His  Excellency  has  alfo  given  farther  directions  to  the 
Prime  Serjeant,  Attorney,  and  Solicitor  General,  to  prepare 
a draught  of  a grant  of  a charter  of  incorporation  for  the 
faid  colony,  and  drjiught  of  fuch  bills  to  be  laid  before  the 
Parliament  at  their  next  meeting,  as  fliall  he  requiftte  for 
cffefling  the  feveral  purpofes  deftred.  ‘ ; 

His  Excellency  has  at  the  fame  time  commanded  me  to 
alTure  you  of  his  cordial  difpofition  to  the  new  fettlement^ 

^ - ....  ....  ..  V.  . . 
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and  of  his  intention  to  forward  every  meafure  which  (hall  be 
neceflary  for  the  protection  and  encouragement  of  the  colony, 
with  as  much  difpatch  as  the  necefTary  forms  in  a bufinefs  of 
fo  much  importance  'will  admit. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  regard,  Sir^ 

Yours,  &c.  .... 

. . S.  Hamilton. 

It  was  apprehended  that  this  kingdom  would  have  derived 
confiderable  advantage  by  this  intended  fettlement  of  inge- 
nious artifts  and  manufacturers  j but  the  event  did  not  an 
fwer  general  expectation. 

The  appointment  of  Earl  Temple  to  the  Vicegerency  met 
alfo  with  general  approbation  *,  the  public  expeCted  much 
from  a nobleman  of  his  character  ; and  during  the  ihort 
period  of  his  continuance  in  this  kingdom,  he  applied  hirh- 
felf  to  a diligent  enquiry  into  the  conduCt  of  perfons  in  dif- 
ferent departments,  and  the  eftabllfhment  in  fome  degree, 
of  that  lyftem  of  ceconomy,  which  had  been  long  defired, 
and  was  fo  indifputably  necelTary  ; but  a few  months  termi- 
nated his  adminiftration  here,  for  in  April,  1783,  he  was 
fucceeded  in  his  important  office  by  the  Earl  of  Northington* 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


Dijfolut'wn  of  Parliament. — A neiv  one  ajfemhled  in  0 Bober,  1783.. 
— Lord  Lieiitenanf  s Speech. — Vote  of  Thanhs  to  Lord  Temple, 
— His  Anfiver. — Motion  for  retrenchment  negatived. — Motion 
for  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefy  relative  to  military  ec:pences. — Ar^ 
^mnents  of  Mr.  Flood,  Mr.  Grattan,  Igfc. 


the  25th  July,  1783,  the  Parliament  was  diflblvedj, 
and  anew  one  aflembled  the  14th  Odober  following.-^ 
The  Right  Hon.  Edmond  Sexton  Pery  was  re-ele£ted  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  opened 
tliisfeffion  with  the  following  fpeech : 

My  Lords. and  Gentlemen,'^ 

ft  is  with  more  than  ordinary  fatisfaflion  that,  in  obe*» 
dience  to  his  Majefty’s  commands,  I meet  you  in  the  full 
polleffion  and  enjoyment  of  thofe  conftitutional  and  commer* 
cial  advantages  which  have  been  fo  firmly  eftablifhed  by 
your  laft  Parliament.  The  facred  regard,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  to  the  adjuftment  made  with  Ireland  at  that 
period,  has  been  abundantly  teftified  by  the  moft  unequivocal 
proofs  of  fincerity  and  good  faith. 

« It 
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“ It  will  ever  be  my  wifh,  as  it  is  my  duty,  to  promote 
the  mutual  confidence  of  both  kingdoms,  and  the  uniting 
them  in  fentiments  as  they  are  in  interefl,  fuch  an  union 
muff  produce  the  moft  folid  advantages  to  both,  and  will  add 
vigor  and  ftrength  to  the  empire. 

“ Ifincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  happy  completion  of 
his  Majefty^s  anxious  endeavours  to  reflore  the  bleilings  of 
peace  to  his  faithful  people.  The  ehablilhment  of  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity  is  peculiarly  favourable  at  this  period,  and 
will  naturally  give  fpirit  and  effect  to  your  commercial  pur- 
fuits.  Both  kingdoms  are  now  enabled  to  deliberate  with 
undivided  attention  on  the  fureft  means  of  increaling  their 
profperity,  and  reaping  the  certain  fruits  of  reciprocal 
affediion. 

‘‘  I have  the  higheft  fatisfatSlion  in  acquainting  you  of  the 
increafe  of  his  Majefty’s  domeftic  happinefs,  by  the  birth  of 
another  princefs.  . 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

‘‘  I have  ordered  the  proper  officers  to  lay  the  national 
accounts  before  you.  From  thence  you  will  be  enabled  to 
judge  of  the  circumftances  of  the  kingdom  ; and  I rely 
upon  your  wifdom  and  loyalty  to  make  fuch  provifion  as  fhall 
be  fitting  for  the  honourable  lupport  of  his  Majeft/s  go- 
vernment. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

The  miferies  of  an  approaching  famine  have  been 
averted  by  the  bleffing  of  Divine  Providence  upon  the  rnea- 
fures  wffiich  the  Privy  Council  advifed  ; the  good  effecls  of 
which  were  foon  vifible  in  the  immediate  reduction  of  the 
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price  pf  graiti^  and  the  In^nx  of  a valuable  and  neceffary^' 
fiipply  to  the  market.  Any  temporary  infringement  of  the 
llaws-to  eftefl:  fuchfalutary  ends,  wiU>  I doubt  not,  receive  a 
parliamentary  fan£tion. 

Among  the  many  important  objects  which  demand"  your 
^tention,  I recommend  to  your  con/Ideration  laws  for  regu- 
lating the  judicature  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  for 
making  a new  eitablifhment  of  the  Poll  Ofiite. 

‘‘  The  linen  manufacture  being  the  ft'aple  of  your  conn- 
try^  it  is  needlel's  for  me  to  recommend  perfeverance  in  the 
improvement  of  that  molt  important  article. 

The  filhery  on  your  coafts  will  claim  your  attention  as 
promifing  fource  of  wealth  to  this  kingdom,  and  the  encou- 
ragements granted  to  it  will,  no  doubt,  be  regulated  by  yoir 
in  the  manner  mod  likely  to  produce  the  belt  and 

lead  fubjeft  to  fraud  and  impofition. 

The  Protedant  Charter  Schools,  an  indituticn  founded 
m vvifdom  and  humanity,  are  alfo  mod  eminently  entitled  ta 
your  care. 

“ I recommend  likewife  to  your  attention  the  propofals 
adopted  by  Government  for  providing  an  afylum  for  the  dif- 
trcfled  Genevans.  It  well  becomes  the  generodty  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  extend  their  protection  to  ingenious  and 
indudrious  men,  who  may  prove  a valuabloacquifition 'to  this 
country,  which  they  have  preferred  to  their  own.  But  in 
forming  this  edabliflbment,  you  will  doubtlefs  condder  it  as  a 
part  of  your  duty  to  avoid  unneceflary  expence,  and  ulti- 
mately to  fecure  the  utmod  advantages  to  your  country. 
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I anticipate  the  greateft  national  benefits  from  the  wif- 
dom  and  temper  of  Parliament,  when  I confider  that  the 
-general  election  has  afforded  you  an  opportunity  of  obferv- 
ing  the  internal  circumftances  of  the  country,  and  of  judg- 
ing by  what  regulations  you  may  beft  increafe  its  induftry, 
encourage  its  manufadlures,  and  extend  its  commerce. 

In  the  furtherance  of  objects  fo  very  defirable  to  your- 
felves,  I aflure  you  of  every  good  dlfpofition  on  my  part  ; 
fenfible  that  in  no  manner  I can  better  fulfil  the  wifhes  and 
.commands  of  our  gracious  fovereign,  than  by  contributing 
to  the  welfare  and  happincfs  of  his  loyal  fubje^ls.  With  an 
honeft  ambition  of  meriting  your  good  opinion,  and  with 
the  warmeft  hope  of  obtaining  it,  I have  ventured  upon  my 
‘prefcnt  arduous  fituation,  and  with  fentimcnts  pure  and  dif- 
interefted  towards  you,  I claim  your  advice  and  firmly  rely 
upon  jrour  fupport.’^ 

) 

At  the  commencement  of  this  fefiion  a motion  was  made 
^ind  agreed  to,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
fliculd  be  given  to  George  Earl  TempUy  for  the  eminent  inte- 
grity and  wifdom  with  which  he  adminiftered  the  affairs  of 
this  kingdom  during  the  period  of  his  government,  and  for 
his  unremitting  zeal  and  afiiduity  manifcfied  in  every  objefl 
regarding  the  welfare  of  Ireland.  To  this  vote  of  thanks 
Lord  Temple  returned  the  following  anfwer,  directed  to  the 
Speaker  : 

“ Stowe,  OBober  'I'xd,  178^. 

« S I R, 

“ I am  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  i6th,  inclof- 
ing  the  refolutlon  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  15  th 
infiant. 

“ I muft  requefi  you  to  convey  to  the  Houfe  my  fincere 
and  gratefjjl  acknowledgments  for  this  diftinguifhedinark  of 

their 
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their  goodnefs  to  me ; my  feelings  of  honeft  ambition  are 
amply  gratified  by  the  approbation  of  his  Majefty  and  of  the 
kingdom  vvhofe  interefts  he  was  pleafed  to  commit  to  my 
care  j and  the  only  return  which  I can  make  for  the  flatter- 
ing teftimony  which  you  hare  tranfmitted,  is  the  afTurance 
of  my  unremitting  attention  to  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  which 
muft  be  ever  dear  to  me,  and  my  fervent  wifh  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  dignity  and  authority  of  your  honourable 
Houfe. 

“ Permit  me  to  add  my  fulleft  fenfe  of  the  very  favour- 
able exprefiions  in  your  letter,  and  to  afture  you  of  the  higii 
refped  and  regard  with  which 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  humble  fervant, 

NUGENT  TEMPLE.’^ 

A motion  was  inefteflually  made,  that  it  be  “ Refclved 
that  the  condition  of  this  kingdom  requires  that  all  praclical 
retrenchments  be  made  in  its  expences,  confiftent  with  the 
interefts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  honourable  fuppon  of  his 
Majefty’s  Government.” — The  faff  was,  that  the  then  ftate 
of  the  military  eftablifhment  was  confidered  by  many  as  ex- 
cet^ingly  burdenfome  to  the  nation  ^ and  accordingly  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  application  of 
the  money  granted  for  that  eftablifhment,  v/ho  having  made 
their  report — it  was  moved  : 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
laying  before  his  Majefty  the  faid  report ; exprefiing  alfo 
that  an  augmentation  of  his  Majefty^s  army  hath  taken  place 
in  this  kingdom,  whereby  the  military  expences  thereof  have 
been  considerably  encreafed. — That  this  nation  hath  been 
• running  fafter  and  fafter  into  debt,  and  notwithftanding 

great 
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great  a’ddltioniil  burdens  by  new  taxes,  hath  yet  been  unable 
to  retrain  the  public  cxpences  within  the  limits  of  the  public 
income  ; — ‘and  humbly  fubmitting  to  his  Majefty’s  royal  wif- 
domand  paternal  benevolence,  that  it  is  the  wilh  and  prayer 
of  his  faithful  Commons,  that  the  opportunity  of  the  prefent 
conjundture  may  not  be  omitted,  for  making  fuch  redudtion 
in  the  peace  eftablifliraent  of  the  army,  and  fuch  retrench- 
ment of  military  expences,  as  may  enable  his  Majefty’s  faith- 
ful Commons,  by  a juft  o^conomy  in  all  other  points,  to^pre- 
vent  the  perpetual  accumulation  of  national  debt — a fyftem 
ruinous  in  the  end  to  the  moft  opulent  nation,  but  fpeedily 
deftrudtive  to  a kingdom  fo  limited  in  its  refources  as  this.” — 
This  motion  was  negatived — and  we  fhall  here  ftate  the  fub- 
ftance  of  what  was  ofl'ered  by  two  of  the  principal  fpeakers 
on  the  fubjedl. 

Mr.  Flood  (who  fupported  the  motion)  fpoke  thus  * 

Notwithftanding  the  late  hour,  and  the  fufFocatlon  wfth 
which  we  are  at  prefent  threatened  in  thisHoufe,  and  which 
will,  1 truft,  in  future  be  prevented  by  fome  contrivance  to 
admit  the  frefli  air  without  danger  of  cold,  I cannot  avoid 
offering  to  your  conlideration,  a plan  which  will  introduce  a 
fyftem  of  oeconomy  into  the  ftate,  and  thereby  enable  this 
country  to  avoid  that  abyfs  of  poverty  and  wretchednefs  with 
which,  through  the  mifmanagement  of  the  minlfter  and  cor- 
ruption of  his  fatellites,  we  are  now  threatened..  A military 
redudfion  I confider  as  affording  the  only  foiid  ground  for 
oeconomy.  To  reduce  the  civil  lift,  would  befrivolous,  piti- 
ful, undeferving  the  name  of  oeconomy,  and  therefore  ought 
to  bring  contempt  on  fuch  as  would  venture  to  reft  folely 
there — not  that  I think  the  civil  lift  ought  to  efcape  the  prun- 
ing hand  of  this  Houfe,  for  every  little  will  help — but  fo  ma- 
terially 
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terially  do  our  prefen’t  expenditures  exceed  our  income,  that 
the  whole  civil  lift  being  ftruck  off,  would  by  no  means  equal 
.them  : — to  begin  with' it  therefore  is  ridiculous — that  this  is 
the  proper  time  for  entering  on  this  difcuffion  no  man  can 
deny  *,  if  we  wait  till  the  committee  of  fupply  fit,  we  fhall  be 
.told  it  is  too  late  5 fo  rapid  and  confta'nt  too  has  our  extrava- 
gance been,  that  no  time  ihould  be  loft  in  interpofing  on 
behalf  of  our  country.  In  the  year  1775  you  were  not  in 
debt — in  the  beginning  of  the  late  war  you  were  not  in  debt 
— at  the  conclufion  of  the  war  you  owed  but  500,000!.  yet 
in  the  time  of  peace  you  quadruple  that  debt,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  people  and  manufadfures  were  burdened  with  new 
and  exceflive' taxation.  Your  revenue  has  encreafed,  and 
your  debts  have  kept  pace  with  it ; fince  the  augmentation 
was  voted,  this  has  been  regularly  the  courfe  of  things  j let 
the  virtue  then  of  1783  corredl  the  abufes  of  i’]62J-the 
caufes  of  which  originated  in  the  breach  of  the  minifter  of 
the  day — a man  as  fubtle  as  he  was  crafty — a man  who 
wanting  natural,  fubftituted  pecuniary  influence— who  un- 
connedled  in  this  country,  had  great  connexions  to  oppofe  ; 
thus  fituated,  he  at  firft  carried  his  ideas  fo  far  that  he  appli- 
ed for  an  augmentation  of  20,000  men — but  this  was  fo  truly 
laughable,  that  it  was  fcouted  at  ; this  unreafonable  plan  was 
reduced  to  15,000  men — but  forefeeing  that  it  would  not  be 
eafy  to  carry  even  this  point  at  one  ftroke,  he  artailly  intro- 
duced a refolution,  that  1 2,000  men  were  neceflary  for  the 
defence  of  this  country,  knowing  that  we  dare  not  meddle 
with  the  3 500  which  we  had  always  paid  for  England  *,  thus 
did  we  become  dupes  to  his  ambition,  and  were  faddled  with 
an  army  of  officers,  not  privates — an  army  of  expence,  not  of 
, ufe — an  army  of  the  minifter,  not  of  the  people. 

I know  arguments  will  be  found  to  prove  that  all  this 
was  expedient,  and  that  the  great  number  of  officers  and  re- 
giments 
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gimcnts  are  necefTary  ; but  I will  only  alk,  would  the  King 
of  Pruffia  (and  though  I highly  honour  and  refpe^  the  R t. 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  commands  our  army,  it  is  no  difgrace 
to  fet  him  the  example  of  the  King  of  PrulTia)  adl  fo  ? No — 
J.  fay,  the  King  of  Pruffia,  v/ho  is  on  all  hands  allowed  to  un- 
derftand  military  matters  as  well  as  any  individual  now  alive, 
differs  widely  from  us  in  the  regulation  of  his  army  ; in  it  the 
proportion  of  privates  to  officers  is  not  as  ours  is,  nearly 
‘double  to  what  it  is  in  our  army  s no — we  know  that  he  has 

f ' . 

not  one-fourth  our  number  of  officers,  in  proportion  to  his 
troops.  Some  regulation  to  this  effedl  might  alfo  afford 
ground  for  confiderable  retrenchment,  and  for  one  fuch 
regulation  it  ffiouM  meet  my  fupport, ^merely  in  compliment 
to  the  opinion  of  that  great  man  ; and  his  opinion  w^e  may 
eaffiy  collefl:  from  his  practice.  Now  if  the  prefent  diflreffed 
Rate  of  our  finances  be  traced  to  thisfource — if  a faulty  mili-, 
tary  eftablilhment,  encreafed  by  a more  faulty  augmentation, 
be  the  caufe  of  our  enormous  debt,  the  time  of  peace  is  furely^ 
the  proper  time  to  apply  a remedy  ; but  that  this  bufinefs 
niay  not  depend  merely  upon  what  I fay,  I have  it  in  my 
power  to  apply  to  the  records  of  the  Houfe  for  corroborating 
teffimony.  In  the  year  1768,  there  was  a committee  (of  the 
greateft  confequence,  if  we  confider  the  men  who  compofed 
it)  to  take  this  queftion  into  confideration  ; I ffiali  call  for; 
their  report,  in  which  you  wdll  fee  the  greateft  abufes  expo- 
fed — you  will  fee  that  our  expences  outran  our  revenues . 
150,0001.  per  annum  before  the  augmentation,  and  that  fincC) 
that  time  we  have  increafed  In  extravagance  ido,ocol.  more 
per  annum,  making  each  fcffion  500,000!.  ircreafe  of  our-, 
debt  ; as,  therefore,  it  is  in  this  department  our  great  ex- 
pence lies,  it  is  by  retrenching  this  we  can  hope  effeflually  to 
ferve  the  nation,  to  prevent  her  from  bankruptcy,  andfavci 
her  from  ruin  ; and  is  there  any  man  who  will  fay  this  ought, 
not  to  be  done,  or  that  it  is  not  a confummation  devoutly  to 
be  w)  filed  I 
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In  the  civil  lift  we  may  indeed  make  fome  trifling  re- 
trenchments, but  nothing  that  can  eljentially  relieve  the  na- 
tion. Is  there  any  man  who  will  fay,  that  12,000  men  may 
not  be  maintained  as  heretofore  ? No,  nor  will  any  man  fay 
that  what  we  could  fave  by  oeconpmy  and  retrenchment, 
fhould  be  thrown  away  upon  a military  eftabliftiment,  when 
it  might  be  applied  to  other  meafures  infinitely  more  benefi- 
cial to  the  nation. — Mr.  Flood  then  moved,  that  the  clerk 
Ihould  read  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  in  17O.8, 
to  confider  the  military  eftabliftiment  of  tfcis  kingdom  and 
the  expence  thereof. 

[The  clerk  then  read  at  the  table  the  report  of  the  com- 
niittee  in  1768]  after  which 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  that  the  committee  of  fupply, 
which  would  fit  on  Thurfday,  would  be  a more  proper  place 
for  bringing  on  a bufinefs  'of  the  kind,  as  it  might  be  there 
more  fully  and  properly  debated. 

Mr.  Flood  faid,  that  the  prefent  was  the  moment  proper — 
that  when  there  was  no  Irifti  mutiny  bill,  the  committee  of 
fupply  would  have  been  the  place  ; but  he  brought  it  on  thus 
early,  and  in  full  Houfe,  that  the  Minifters  both  here  and  iri 
England  might  fee  the  inability  of  the  nation,  and  be  prepa- 
red accordingly  ; after  which  he  intended  an  humble  addrefs 
to  his  Majefty,  ftating  the  report  of  1768,  and  the  increafed 
difabillty  of  the  country  to  maintain  fo  great  an  army  in  time 
of  profound  peace,  and  humbly  praying  his  Majefty  to  re- 
ftore  the  due  proportion  between  the  refources  and  expences 
of  the  kingdom.  He  did  not  mean  to  fpecify  the  minute 
articles  of  reform,  but  in  general  words  to  fay,  that  a re- 
trenchment in  the  military  eftabliftiment  is  abfolutely  neceC^ 
fary. 
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[The  report  of  the  committee  in  1768,  ftating  theburden- 
fome  military  eftablifliment  as  the  caufe  of  the  great  national 
inability  and  diftrefs,  was  then  read  by  the  clerk,]  where- 
upon 

Mr.  Flood  moved,  That  an  humble  addrefs  (Kould  be- 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  ftating  the  fame,  and  that  fince  an 
augmentation  has  taken  place,  additional  burdens  had  been 
laid  on,  by  which  v/e  have  been  prevented  from  making  any 
effeclual  retrenchment,  but  have  much  increafed  the  expence 
of  the  nation. 

Mn  Denis  Bronvne. — I entirely  coincide  in  the  motion  cf 
the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman,  and  if  Minifters  do  not, 
i fhall  expert  to  fee  them  abandoned  by  many  gentlemen 
who  are  at  prefent  feated  around  them,  and  many  on  this 
iide,  who  are  well  difpofed  to  fupport  them  in  every  effort  for 
the  welfare  of  Ireland.  England  now  totters  under  an  enor- 
mous debt  j by  frugality  we  may  be  enabled  to  aflift  her  in 
the  hour  of  difirefs  j but  by  reducing  our  army  we  do  not 
reduce  our  ftrength,  for,  if  50,000  men  were  wanted  for  the 
common  caufe,  we  could  immediately  have  them.  If  Go- 
vernment oppofe  this  great  ceconomical  meafure,  it  muft 
appear  to  this  floufe  that  their  intentions  and  declarations 
are  widely  different  ; and  I have  no  doubt  but  many  refpe^l- 
able  gentlemen,  whom  I fee  difpofed  to  concur  with  the  pre- 
fent  Adminiflration,  'will  abandon  it. 

I therefore  conjure  Pvlinifters,  by  every  hope  they  enter- 
tain of  fuccefs,  and  the  Members  of  this  Houfe,  by  every  tie 
that  binds  them  to  their  country,  that  they  will  eaie  the  na- 
ijiion  as  much’ as  may  ' be,  of  the  military  expence.  The 
?:ountry  whofe  circulating  cafh  is  but  one  million  and  an  haU 
cannot  bear  the  eflabllfliment  ; this  is  the  favourable  mo- 
inent  to  reduce  it  ; we  want  not  an  army  to  defeat  us,  nei- 
ther 
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ther  do  we  want  an  army  of  obfcrvation,  watching  a favo^c- 
able  moment  to  enflave  us.  * 

Mr.  Flood  was  replied  to  by  many  Members,  but  we  fliaVl 
notice  only  the  arguments  of  Mr,  Grattan.— 

I rife  (faid  he)  to  fpeak  on  this  fubje£t,  which  has  been 
frequently  before  the  Houfe  already.  The  queftion  is,  will 
you  withdraw  from  the  common  caufe,  that  quota  of  troops 
which  you  hitherto  have  maintained  ? Are  the  circumftances 
of  the  country  fuch  as  you  think  demand  it,  and  if  you  arc 
crazy  enough  to  think  fo,  will  his  Majefty  aiTent  to  that  opi- 
nion ? There  never  was  a time  when  we  could  make  reduc- 
tion with  a worfe  grace,  becaufe  this  country  is  now  as  emi- 
nently happy  in  trade,  as  Britain  is  the  reyerfe.' 

In  1769,  England  pofTcfied,  almofl  unrivalled,  the  trade 
of  all  the  world.  She  poflefled  America,  and  owed  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  lefs  than  fhe  o.wes  at  prefent.  Irc- 
laiid  had  no  trade  at  all,  and  her  conflitutlon  was  denied  r 
yet  at  that  day  it  was  thought  wife  to  augment* the  army  j 
and'fhail  we  reduce  it  now  when  we  have  obtained  a free 
conditution — a free  trade — when  we  have  obtained  a Judges^ 
bill — a limited  mutiny  bill — an  habeas  corpus  bill — when 
every  thing  we  have  demanded,  has  been  conceded  ? Shall 
we  in  that  moment  withdraw  our  quota  of  troops  r Before 
/he  obtained  thofe  advantages,  we  faid  to  Britain,  that  pro- 
vided file  would  acknowledge  our  conftitutional  and  com- 
mercial rights,  we  would  frand  or  fall  with  her.  And  wher> 
they  have  been  acknowledged  to  the  full  fatisfa^jtion  of  every 
man,  it  is  propofed  to  withdraw  the  fupport  of  our  army. — 
Suppofe  inftead  of  faying  we  will  fraud  or  fall  with  Britain, 
Ave  had  faid,  “ and  when  thofe  things  fhall  be  done,  ( %vhen 
‘‘  our  rights  Jlsall  be  acknowledged  and  ejlabljhed J we  will  theii 

In 
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in  return  vyithdraw  from  you  the  fupport  of  our  army  — 
and  yet  in  effecSt,  this  is  the  propofal  at  prefent  made.  I do 
not  entirely  agree  in  all  that  has  been  faid  of  gratitude  ; we 
owe  no  gratitude  but  for  the  plantation  trade,  but  this  we 
owe  to  England. and  to  our  own  honour,  that  lue  JJjould  not 
depart  from  an  dd  Covenant.  The  navy  of  England  prote£ls 
our  trade,  and  we,  as  an  equivalent,  pay  70,000!.  a year  to 
maintain  the  troops  deftined  to  ferve  in  the  plantations. — 
This  is  not  a dear  purchafe  for  partaking  that  which  has  coll: 
England  fo  many  millions.  Has  fuccefs  made  us  niggardly, 
and  lhall  we  become  unkind  to  England  juft  at  the  moment 
ftie  has  fhewn  kindnefs  to  iis  ? We  have  indeed  held  out  the 
language  of  magnanimity  to  England,  and  fhall  we  fail  in  the 
performance  h — no,  there  are  many  other  places  to  make  re- 
trenchment *,  we  grant  a penfton  lift  of  8o,oool.  a year,  yet 
complain  of  70,000!.  paid  to  an  army — paid  for  the  protec- 
tion of  theBritifli  navy.  We  may  indeed  make  very  great  . 
redu^lions  in  the  army  extraordinaries.  We  may  make 
great  reductions  in  the  revenue  department,  and  in  others. — 
Thofe  reductions  will,  I truft,  far  exceed  the  pay  of  our 
augmentation.  Thefe  are  retrenchments  that  ought  to  be 
I made — but  the  number  of  our  forces  ought  not  to  be  dliul- 

niftied.” 

The  Houfe  having  divided,  there  were  for  the  motion  58, 
againft  it  132. 
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P Yocee dings  in  ^ejfionsy  1783.  ProteBlng  DutJes  propofed.--^ 
New  importation  agreements,  Dungannon  meeting  and  refo- 
lutions.  Addrefs  to  the  provinces  of  Munfer^  Leinjler^  and 
Connaught.  National  Convention  affembled  at  Dublin.  Bill 
for  a Reform  introduced  by  Mr.  Flood.  Debates  thereupon. 
Addi'efs  to  his  Majefy.  Anfwer  thereto. 


Early  mtlie  feffionof  1783  it  was  confideVed  tliat 
proteBlng  duties  were  become  nccefTary  in  fupport  of  our 
trade — and  indeed  the  manufa(rturcrs,  particularly  in  Dub- 
lin, were  at  this  time  in  a (late  of  great  dlftrefs  ; the  public 
was  therefore  very  dehrous  that  this  meafure  fhould  be  adopt- 
ed, and  it  was  fhortly  urged  by  Sir  John  Blaquiere^  Sir  Ed- 
ward Newcnham,  and  others. 

Thi?  Attorney  General  made  the  ufnal  motians  for 
the'  new' arid  old  additional  duties  on  beer^  ale,  ftrong  waters,, 
tea,  coffee,  Eaft  India  commodities,  &:c.  to  continue  from  the 
25th  of  December,  17B3,  to  the  25th  of  March,  1785. — «> 
Previous  to  which  he  told  the  Houfe,  that  as  he  proceeded^ 
he  would  declare  any  alteration  or  new  duty. 

He  faid,  that  in  order  to  encourage  the  breweries  of  Ire- 
land, an  additional  duty  of  two  fhillings  and  feven  pence, 
per  barrel  of  3 1 gallons,  was  propofed  to  be  laid  on  all  ale 
and  beer  imported  into  this  country  from  Great  jBritain, 

v/hich 
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wblcli  exaftly  charged  Britifli  beer  on  the  whole  4s.  id.  the 
barrel,  the  amount  of  our  inland  excife, 

Mr.  Hartley  expreiTed  a wifh,  that  the  beer,  as  well  as 
every  other  manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  was  charged  with 
the  fame  duty  in  this  kingdom  as  the  like  manufa6lure  from 
hence  paid  in  England. 

Sir  Hercules  Langripe  faid,  that  formerly  one  fliilling  per 
barrel  was  requelted  as  a protection,  but  refufed  *,  and  he 
thought  great  praife  was  due  to  thole  who  propofed  fuch  an 
effectual  protection  as  the  prefent. 

Sir  John  Blaquiere  faid,  be  rejoiced  to  fee  one  prote£lIng 
duty  brought  forward  fo  fairly  by  the  minifter.  He  looked 
upon  protefting  duties  as  the  great  means  of  railing  the 
kingdom  to  coufequence.  hie  faid  he  was  fuch  an  old  faihi- 
oned  fellow  as  to  be  perfe6fly  fatisfied  with'the  old  conftitu- 
tion,  and  thought  that  provided  due  attention  was  given  to 
the  encouragement  of  our  trade  and  manufactures,  this 
country  might  enjoy  every  blefling  under  that  conhitution, 
old  as  it  was.  He  thought  alfo  that  the  fydrem  of  Britifh  mi- 
nifters  towards  Ireland  was  much  altered  for  the  better  ; — 
he  himfelf  had  been  fent  by  a Lord  Lieutenant  that  ^vas  ex- 
tremely well  fupported  and  connected,  to  negotiate  this  very 
bufinefs  in' England,  and  the  words  of  the  Britifh  miniifer 
then  were — “ Don’t  attempt  to  touch  the  Britifh  brewery  j 
to  touch  it  is  to  'injure  the  revenue  of  the  (fate,  and  that  you 
muff  not  fuppofe  we  will  ever  confent  to  do.”  He  therefore 
thought  that  the  obligation  to  the  prefent  minifters  for  this 
favour  was  very  great  indeed. 

Notwithftanding  what  was  urged  on  this  fubje£f,  and  ge- 
perally  expcdted  by  the  kingdom,  the  bufinefs  of  protecfmg 
iluties  fell  to  the  ground  ; in  coufequence  of  which  new  im- 
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portation  agreements  from  England  again  became  ge- 
neral. 

The  ^orihington  admin Iflration  oppofed  both  the  proteff- 
ing  duties,  and  a reform  in  Parliament,  the  latter  of  which* 
became  now  an  objecSt  of  general  a'ttention,  to  which  the 
whole  kingdom  became  now  direcSted  by  the  following  pro- 
ceedings. 

On  the  8th  Sept.  17^3,  a- meeting  was  held  at  Dungan- 
non, confifling  of  about  five  hundred  delegates  returned 
from  248  volunteer  corps  in  the  province  of  Ulfter. — Colonel 
James  Stewart  of  the  Tyrone  regiment,  having  taken  the 
chair,  the  following  refblutions  were  unanimoufly  entered 
into  : 

1 . ‘‘  That  freedom  is  the  indefeafible  right  of  Irilhmen  and 
of  Britons,  derived  from  the  Author  of  their  being,  and  of 
which  no  power  on  earth,  much  lefs  a delegated*  power^ 
hath  a right  to  deprive  them*. 

2.  That  THEY  ONLY  are  free  who  are  governed  by  no^ 
laws  but  thofe  to  which  they  alTent,  either  by  themfelvea 
in  perfon,  or  by  their  reprefent'a lives  freely  chofen,  fub- 
jecSt  to  the  coutroul,  and  frequently  returning  into  the 
common  mafs,  of  conftituents. 

3.  That  the  majority  of  our  Houfe  of  Commons  is  not 
chofen  by  the  people,  but  returned  by  the  mandate  of 
Peers  or  Commoners,  either  for  indigent  boroughs  where 
fcarce  any  inhabitants  exifty  or  conliderable  cities  or  towns 
where  the  eleflive  ffanchife  is  veiled  in  a few,  who  are 
thus  fullered  to  place  the  higheft  trulls  of  fociety,  againft 
the  interell  and  will  of  the  many,  in  the  hands  of  men 
who  feldom  a6l  as  if  they  conlidered  therafelves  account- 
able for  their  condu^  to  the  people^ 


7.  “ That 
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That  by  the  ancient  conftitutiori  of ‘oiir -Parliament, 
eledions  for  reprefentatives  were  for  centuries  ANNUAL, 
•and  in  many  inftances  more  frequent,  and  the  exercife  of 
fuffrage  among  ^freemen  more  univerfal. 

.5.  That  every  approach  to.thofe  fundamental  ^principles 
tends  to  a renovation  of,  not  an  innovation  in  the  confti- 
tution.  . ' 

“ That  the  elefilve  franchile  ought  of  right, to  extend  tp 
j.  all  thofe,  and  thofe  only,  who  are  likely  to  exercife  it  for 
the  public  good. 

7.  That  the  prefcnt  inadequate  reprefentation,  and  the 
long  duration  of  Parliaments,  deftroy  that  balance  which, 
by  our  conftitution,  Ihould  fubfifl  between  the  three  eftates 
of  the  legiflature,  render  the  Commons’  houfe  indepen- 
, dent  of  the  people,  procure, certain  majorities  in  favour  of 
every  adtniniftration,  and  threaten  either  an  abfolute  mo- 
jiarchy,  or,  that ilill  more  odi pus  government,  an  ariflo® 
cracy. 

3.  “ That  thereforc  the  .prefent  imperfefl  reprefentatipn, 
and  the  long  duration  of  Parliaments,  ARE  UN- 
CONSTITUTIONAL, and  iuiolerable  GRIEVAN- 
CES. 

,9.  “ That  as  the  voice  of  the  .Commons  of  Ireland  is  Ho 
lefs  nectary  for  every  legiflative  purpole,  than  that  of 
either  the  King  or  Lords,  the  people  have  a juft  and  inhe- 
, rent  right  to  correfl  the  abufes  of  reprefentation,  when- 
. ever  fuch  abufes  fhall  have  fo  increafed,  as  to  rob 
them  of  their  conftitutional  foare  in  their  own  govern' 
mento 
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10.  That  it  is  the  intereft  of  Parliament  itfelf  to  cfFe£l  2 
fubftantial  reform,  as  the  very  exigence  of  that  affeuibly 
muft  become  precarious  when  it  flrall  lofe  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  to  whom  it  originally  owed  its  creation, 
and  from  whoin  alone  its  powers  are  derived, 

11.  That  we  folemiily  pledge  "ourfelves  to  each  other  and 
to  our  country,  to  feek  a fpeedy  and  effectual  redrefs  of 
our  grievances,  and  to  co-operate  with  our  fellow -fubje<5fs 
in  every  exertion  necefTary  to  obtain  it. — We  call  for  the 
aid  of  every  upright  fcnator  ; of  every  man  whether  in 
Ireland  or  Great  Britain,  whp  bears,  or  wifhes  to  acquire 
the  title  of  a FREEMAN. 

12.  That  we  have  attended  with  admiration  to  the  noble, 
though  hitherto  ineffedlual  efforts  of  thofe  illuflrious  cha- 
rackrs  and  virtuous  citizens,  who  in  England  and  Scotland 
flrenuoufly  labour  to  procure  redrefs  of  fimilar  grievances. 
• — May  the  examples  of  the  fifter  nations  mutually  ani- 

. mate  the  inhabitants  df  each  to  pcrfevere  with  unremit- 
ting ardour,  until  the  glorious  labour  be  finally  com- 
pleted ! 


**  That  a committee  (of  five  perfonsfrom  each  county)  ^ 
be  np\y  cliofen  (by  ballot)  to  repreitnt  this  province  in  a 


^ The  following 

Antrim  D<  legates. 

tol.  O’Neill 
i icut.  Col.  Sharman 
Col.  Rowley 
Capt.  W.  I'ocld  Jones 
Col.  j.  M.  Jones 
Donegal. 

Col.  A.  Montgomery 
Col.  John  Hamilton 
Col.  A.  Stewart 
Ccl.  R M'Clistock 
peui.  C«i.  Ntfbitt 


;entlemen  were  accordi 

Armagh^ 

Earl  of  Ciiariemont 
I.ieur.  Col.  Brownlow 
Sir  Cape!  Molyneaux 
Lieut.  Col.  Sir  W.Synnot  ^ 
Capt.  Dawfon 

Daivn. 

Col.  Robert  Steivart 
Capt.  M,.t.  Ford,  jun. 
Major  Ci  awford 
CoL  Pat»  Savage 
Capu  Gawin  Hatnllton 


■ grand 


igly  nominated,  viz. 

Cavan. 

Lord  Farnham 
Hon.  J.  j.  Maxwell 
Capt.  F.  Saunderfon 
Col.  G.  Montgomery 
Capt.H.  Clements 

Fermanagh, 

Col.  Irwin  ‘ 

Col,  Sir  Arthur  Brooke 
Capt.  A,  C.  Hamilton 
Jafon  Hazard,  Efq. 
Capt.  James  Armftrong 

Londonderry 
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grand  national  convention,  to  be  held  at  .noon  In  the 
^oyal  Exchange  at  Dublin,  on  the  loth  day  of  November 
next,  to  which  we  truft  each  of  the  other  provinces  will 
fend  delegates,  to  digeft  and  publifh  a plan  of  parliamen- 
tary reforjn—to  purlue  fuch  meafures  as  may  appear  to 
them  moft  likely  to  render  it  effe£lual — to  adjourn  from 
time  to  time — and  convene  provincial  meetings  if  found 
necelTarv/’ 

Refolved  unanlmoufly, 

That  It  be  an  inftrmSlion  to  fald  Committee,  that  th^^ 
delegates  from  eaeh  county  do  prepare,  and  carry  with  them 
'to  the  national  convention,  an  account  of  all  the  cities, -town*, 
jand  boroughs  in  this  province  : the  mocle  of  election"  at  pre- 
fent  in  fuch  as  return  members  to  parliament  : as  near  as 
may  be,  the  proportionate  number  of  Proteflant  and  Romari 
fCatholic  inhabitants  in  each  ; and  a conje<Sture  of  theircoixt- 
|>arative  proper  tie?. 

That  we  are  decided  In  opinion  that  the  reprefentativ^i 
of  the  people  ought  not  in  future  to  confent  to  any  bill  of 
4upply  for  a longer  term  than  fix  months,  until  a compleat 
redrefs  of  the  aforefaid  grievances  be  obtained.” 

The  ^following  addrefs  w^as  iikewife  ag?*eed  to  and  pub- . 
iilhed : — 

'To  the  V Qlufiieer  Armies  of  Uj,e  JP^rcvinces  of  Munjlery  Leinfer.^ 
and  Connaught* 

Fellow  jjubjefls, 

“ The  tranfcciidant  events  which  our  united  efforts  have 
produced,  prefent.an  emiitent  inftance  pf  ^he  prote^ing  hand 

of 

Londonderry.  Capt.  Leckey  Col.  Francis  Lucas 

Lord  3i£hop  of  Derry  Capt.  Fergufon  Col.  John  Montgomery 

Col.  Ht.  Hon.  T.  Conolly  Monaghan,  Capt.  W'ni.  Fofter 

Col.  Rt.Hon.  Kdw.  Cary  Col.  Chas,  Towcll  Lcflie  Col,  James  Hamilton 
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of  Heaven ; whilft  the  progreflive  virtue  and  the  general 
union  of  the  people,  naturally  prompt  them  to  revive  the 
spirit  of  an  unrivalled  conflitutipn,  and  to  vindicate  the  in- 
herent rights  of  n:ien. 

The  moft  important  work  yet  remains  ; which  neglect- 
ed, our  paft  attainments  are  tranhtory,  unfubftantial,  infe- 
cure  ! — an  extenfion  to  thoufands  of  our  fellow-citizens  of  a 
franchife,  comprehending  the  very  clTence  of  liberty,  and 
drawing  the  line  which  preeifely  Separates  the  freeman  from 
the  flave. 

Suffer  us,  therefore,  to  conjqre  you,  by  every  endearing 
tie  that  conneCts  man  with  man,  with  uncealing  zeal  to  pur- 
fue  one  of  the  moft  glorious  objeCfs  that  ever  agitated  the 
human  mind — a reftoration  of  virtue  to  a fenate  long  unac- 
cuftomed  to  fpeak  the  voice  of  the  people  ; ^ reftitution  of 
the  antlent  balance  of  our  government  5 and  a firm  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  flrft  rights  of  nature,  on  the  ruins  of  an 
avowed  corruption,  at  once  the  bane  of  morals,  and  of 
liberty. 

« From  A GRAND  NATIONAL  CONVENTION^ 
diftinguiflied  by  integrity,  and  infpired  with  the  courageous 

fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  every  bleffing  muft  refult. ? 

With  one  voice,  then,  the  voice  of  united  millions,  let  /r^- 
lan4  aiTert  her  claim  to  FREEDOM. 

Through  her  four  principal  affemblies  let  her  temperate, 
declarations  flow  to  one  common  centre  ; and  there  matured 
into  an  extenhve  plan  of  reform,  be  produced  as  the  folemn 
acTof  ;he  VOLUNTEER  ARMY  OF  IRELAND:-^ 
as  a demand  of  rights',  * -^bbed  of  which,  the  unanimated 
forms  of  a free  government  would  be  a curfe,  and  exiftence 
^felf  ceafe  to  be  a bleffing/* 

« Friends 
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■ Friends  and  countrymen  I » 

w The  eyes  of  an  enlightened  world  are  this  inftant  upon 
OJS  ; Munfter  has  in  part  already  led  the  way  ; and  millions 
of  our  fellow-fubjecls  in  Brjtain,  in  whorp  the  darne  of  liber- 
ty hill  burns  with  luftre,  behold  with  delight  our  exertions 
In  the  common  caufe,  and  in  our  fuccefs  lee  the  harbhiger  of 
their  own  I 

<<  Let  the  reflection,  that  Greece^  the  feat  of  liberty  and 
of  fcience— that  Rome,  the  miftrefs  of  the  world — now  lie 
proflrate  by  the  hand  of  tyranny,  teach  Ireland  wifdom,— 
To  our  deliberative  aflemblies  they  convey  awful  warning  to 
befpirited,  unanimous,  and  firm ; left  the  prefent  wretched 
condition  of  other  countt'i^s  be  fcon  the  fate  of  our  own. 

May  the  Supreme  t?,uler  of  the.Univerfe  crowq  his 
other  bleflings  by  being  prefent  with  us — by  promoting 
iinion  and  the  love  of  our  country  among  all  ranks  of  men— - 
and  by  finally  diveifling  our  exertions  to  V’ir.tue,  Liberty,  and 
Feacer 

* ^ f 

The  aggregate  number  of  Volunteers  reprefented  at  Dijn- 
'gannon,  was  not  lefs  than  18, coo;  and  as  far  as  property 
and  rank  could  contribute,  this  meeting  was  as  fplendid  and 
rerpe<ftable  as  the  kingdom  could  exhibit. 

The  mode  thus  propofed  by  the  province  of  Ulfter,  was 
adopted  by  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  ; delegates  were  appoint-* 
.;fcd  throughout,  who  aflembled  at  Dublin  on  loth  November> 
when  the  late  truly  refpeflable  Earl  Charjemont  \vas  nonai- 
nated  their  chairman.  They  proceeded  to  enquire  into,  the 
tnoft  eligible  fyftem  of  parliamentary  reform,  and  having 
, entered  into  a variety  of  refolutiona  cxprefllve  of  their  fenti- 

ments 
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ments  on  that  fubje^H:,  they  requefted  that  the  late  Henry 
Flood  would  introduce  a bill  for  that  purpofe  into  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  It  has  been  faid  that  the  Government  was  at 
firft  ferioufly  alarmed  at  this  meeting  of  the  National  Con- 
‘vention,  and  that  a Privy  Council  was  fummoned  to  deter- 
mine on  the  propriety  of  arrefting  both  the  Chairman  and 
Secretary  of  the  meeting ; tmt  the  meafure  having  been  con- 
fidered  as  hazardous,  another  expedient  was  adopted  : — It 
artfully  contrived  to  divide  the  opinion  of  the  aflembly  refr 
peeling  the  extenlion  of  certain  privileges  to  Roman  Catho- 
lics ; and  the  corpn:>on  interefl  and  fentiment  of  the  people 
in  general  being  thus  difunited,  the  efforts  ot  the  Conven- 
tion became  ultimately  abortive. 

On  the  29th  Nov.  17 S3,  Mr.  moved  for  leave  tj 
bring  in  a bill  for  the  more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  Parliament.  This  was  immediately  oppofeef'  by  the  theri 
Attorney  General.  J ^ not  mean  (faid  he)  to  go  into  the 
difeufiion  of  the  bill,  but  1 would  wi(h  the  honourable  ’^dem- 
ber  would  now  hate  the  necellity  there  is  for  bringing  it  in 
at  all,  and  alfo  who  thofe  perfons  are  who  are  difeontented 
with  the  prefent  conftitution,  and  with  whom  it  originates, 
for  I will  fay  if  it  originates  with  an  armed  body,  it  is  inpon- 
liftent  with  the  freedom  of  debate  for  t}\U  Hpuf?  tp  receive  ifw 
We  fit  not  here  to  regifler  tho  cdi£):s  of  another  affemblyi  or 
to  receive  propofitipns  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ; J admire 
the  volunteers,  fo  long  as  they  confine  themfelves  to  their 
firft  line  of  condudl  ; it  was  their  glory  to  preferve  the  do- 
'ineftic  peace  of  their  country,  and  to  render  it  formidable  to 
foreign  enemies — it  was  their  glory  to  aid  the  civil  magiflpate, 
and  to  fupport  their  Parliament  ; but  when  they  turn  afide 
from  this  honourable  condu(^ — when  they  form  themfelves 
’ into 


* Hift.  Trifli  Affairs,  vol.  Ij. 
J Parliam.  Rcgn  Vol.  II. 
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'into  a debating  fociety,  and  with  that  rude  Inftrument  the 
^bayonet,  probe  and  explore  a conftitution  which  requires  the 
niceft  hand  to  touch,  I own  my,  relpe^l  and  veneration  for 
them  Is  dcflroyed. — If  It  will  be  avowed  that  this  bill  origi- 
nated with  tl\em,  I will  rejecfl:  it  at  once,  becaufe  I confidcr 
that  it  decides  the  queftion,  whether  this  Houfe,  or  the  Con- 
\vention,  are  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  and  whether 
Parliament,  or  .the  volunteers,  are  to  be  obeyed-— I confider  it 
'.as  a queftion  involving  the  exiftenceof  the  conftitutlon  ; and 
it  is  in  vain,  whatever  may  be  avowed  or  pretended,  to  fliut 
our  ears  and  eyes  to  what  .every  one  has  feen  and  heard — . 
armed  men  walkino;  bareheaded  throncih  the  ftreets  under  a 
military  efcort,  courting  the  fmil^  and-applaiifes  of  the  mul- 
titude, and  meeting  in  the  pantheon  of  divinities,  the  Ro- 
tunda— for  w^e  are  told  it  is  blafphemy  to  utter  a word  ag-ainft 
them— forming  committees  and  fub-committecs — receiving 
reports  and  petitions,  and  going  through  all  the  mockery  of 
parliament-— It  is  in  vain  then  to  pretend  that  this  bill  is  not 
their  mandate  ^ and  can  any  man  who  has  the  leaft  regard 
for  that  conftitution  which  our  anceftors  purchafed  with 
their  blood,  bear  to  fee  Government  forced  from  its  centre 
by  thefe  reformers  ? I think  the  time  is  now  arrived,  things 
are  come  to  fuch  a crifis,  that  even  our  felf-prefervation,  as  a 
Parliament,  depends  on  the  vote  we  fhall  now  give — this  is 
the  fpot  to  n^ake  our  (land,  here  we  rpuft  draw  our  line — for 
we  have  retired  ftep  by  ftep  as  they  have  advanced — we  are 
now  on  a precipice*,  and  to  recede  one  ftep  more,  plunges  us 
into  inevitable  ruin. 

Sir,  I lament,  for  the  honour  of  my  countrymen,  that  they 
qliould  have  chofen  this  period  for  introducing  innovation  or 
exciting  difeontent.  What  is  the  occafion  that  calls  forth 
their  difpleafure  againft  the  conftitutlon,  and  what  is  oiirpre- 
fsnt  fttiiation  ? Blefted  v/ith  a free  trade  and  a free  conftitu- 

tion 
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' tion,  our  Peers  reftored  to  their  rights  and  to. their  lawful 
authority,  our  Judges  rendered  independent,  the  manacle^ 

• fallen  from  our  Commons,  all  foreign  controul  aboliflied,  we 

• take  our  rank  among  nations  as  a free  ftate ; and  is  this  a time 

• to  alter  that  conftitutlon  which  has  endured  fo  many  ftorms, 
and  rifen  fuperior  to  all  oppreiEons  ? Will  the  armed  alTocia- 

• tions,  wife  as  they  may  be,  be  able  to  form  a better^  though 
th-ey  reject  this  ? Before  they  have  for  a Engle  feffion  enter- 
ed into  the  .enjoyment  of  it,  like  ehildres,  they  throw  away 
the  bauble,  for  which,  with  all  the  eagernefs  of  an  infantine 
caprice,  they  have  ftruggled  ; or  like  fpendthrifts,  they 
would  make  away  with  their  inheritance  before  they  enter 
into  polTeffion  of  it.  But  I will  fay  to  the  volunteers,  you 
fhall  not  throw  from  you  the  bleflings  you  may  pofTcfs  under 
your  happy  conftitutlon,  cultivate  your  oyn  profperity  and 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  your  virtue,  beat  your  fwords  into  plough- 
fliares,  return  tu  your  different  occupations,  leave  the  buE- 

• nefs  of  legiflation  in  thofe  hands  where  the  laws  have  placed 
it,  and  where  you  have  had  ample  proof  it  will  fee  ufed  for 
the  advantage  of  the  country.  But,  Sir,  it  is  in  vain  on  the 
part  of  the  Convention,  to  difclaim  their  intent  of  overawing 
the  Parliament ; nay,  I am  tola  their  feftion  is  not  yet  pro- 
rogued, and  perhaps  they  may  meet  on  Monday  to  reverfe 
the  opinion  which  this  Houfe  may  give  this  night. 

Sir,  I call  upon  the  Houfe  to  exert  their  fpirlt,  ai}d 
vindicate  their  rights ; I ftiall  call  upon  them  in  the  w'ordc 
of  a great  man  — Expergifeimim  aliquando,  et  capejjds 

rem'^ 

I appeal  to  the  candour  of  gentlemen,  are  they  Eire  they 
come  into  Parliament  to  deliver  their  fentiments  as  freely  as 
they  would  do  if  they  were  not  members  of  the  Convention  ? 
or  will  gentlemen  who  are  not,  vote  as  free  ? Is  it  decent, 
while  the  Convention  are  watching  to  controul  our  aiftions, 

to 
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to  enter  into  any  fubjecSt  that  they  can  propofe  ? I have  the 
higheft  refpe£l  for  the  volunteers  as  men,  and  for  their  for- 
mer aflions  ; but  if  the  queftion  appears  to  the  Houfe  as  it 
does  to  me,  the  refult  of  any  refolution  formed  at  that  meet- 
ing, it  is  our  duty  to  reject  it  with  indignation. 

JVIr.  F/oc>d. — ^ir,  I have  not  mentioned  the  bill  as  being 
the  bill  of  any  fet  of  men,  or  any  body  of  men  whatfoever. — 

I am  as  free  to  enter  into'  the  difcullion  of  this  bill  as  any 
, Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  and  with  as  little  prepolTeflion  in 
favour  of  w’hat  I fhall  propofe.  I prefer  it  to  the  Houfe,  as 
the' bill  of  my  Right  Hon.  Friend  who  feconds  me — will  you 
receive  it  from  us  ? In  the  laft  Parliament  it  was  ordered, 
that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  more  equal  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament ; this  was  in  the  Duke 
of  Portland’s  adminiftration — an  adminiftration  which  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  profslTes  to  admire,  and  which  he 
will  not  fufpefl  of  overturning  the  conftitution.  I own  from 
the  turn  which  has  been  given  to  the  queftion,  I enter  on  it 
with  the  deepeft  anxiety  ; armed  with  the  authority  of  this 
precedent,  I did  not  think  any  one  would  be  fo  defperate  as 
to  give  fuch  a violent  oppolition  to  the  llmple  introduction 
of  a bill.  J now  rife,  Sir,  for  the  firft  time,  to  fpeak  upon 
the  fubjeCt,  and  I call  upon  every  man,  auditor  or  fpeCtator, 
in  the  Houfe  or  in  the  galleries,  to  remember  this  truth — 
that  if  the  Volunteers  are  introduced  into  this  debate,  it  is 
not  I who  have  done  it. 

The  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  fays,  if  the  Volunteers 
have  approved  it,  he  will  oppofe  it — but,  I fay,  I bring  it  in 
as  a Member  of  this  Houfe  ; fupported  with  the  powerful 
aid  of  the  Right  Kon.  Gentleman  who  ftts  behind  me  (Mr. 
Brownlo'w)y'WQ.  bring  it  in  as  Members  of  Parliament,  never 
mentioning  the  Volunteers.  I afk  you,  will  you  receive  it 
from  us,  from  us  your  Members,  neither  intending  by  any 

thing 


358  CoHectaflca  l^o^^ti£a•  s 

thing  within  doorsj  or  without,  to  intimidate  or  overawe  you  ? 
I alk,  will  you  receive  it  as  our  bill,  or  will  you  conjure  up- 
a military  phantom  of  interpofnion  to  affright  yourfelves  ? — 
I have  not  introduced  the  Volunteers,  but  if  the  Volunteers 
are  afperfed,  I will  defend  their  conduct  againftall  the  world. 
By  whom  were  the  commerce  and  the  confiitution  of  this 
country  recovered  ? By  the  Volunteers.  Why  did  not  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  make  a declamation  againft  them 
when  they  lined  our  ftreets,  when  Parliament  palfed  through 
ranks  of  thofe  virtuous  armed  citizens,  to  demand  the  rights 
of  an  infulted  nation  ? Are  they  different  men  at  this  day, 
or  is  the  Right  Hon.  Gent,  different  ? He  was  then  one  of 
their  body— he  is  now  theiij  accufer  Re  who  faw  the  ftreets 
lined,  who  rejoiced,  who  partook  in  their  glory,  is  now  their 
accufer.  What  has  changed  them  fince  that  rime  ? Are 
they  lefs  wife,  lefs  brave,  lefs  ardent  in  their  country's  caufe  > 
or  has  their  admirable  conduiff  made  him  their  enemy  ? May 
they  not  fay,  we  have  not  changed,  but  you  have  changed 
He  cannot  now  bear  to  hear  of  Volunteers — but  I will  afk 
him,  and  I will  have  a Starling  taught  to  holloe  it  in  his  ear ^ 
Who  got  you  the  free  trade  Who  got  you 'the  conftitution  r 
Who  made  you  a nation  I The  volunteers.  If  they  were  the 
men  you  now  defcribe  them,  why  did  you  accept  of  their 
fervice  ? Why  did  you  not  then  accufe  them  ? If  they  were 
fo  dangerous,  why  did  you  pafs  through  their  ranks,  with 
your  Speaker  at  your  head,  to  demand  a conftitution  i Why 
did  you  not  then  fear  the  ills  you  now  apprehend  Have 
vour  Lord  Lieutenants  .refufed  the  fervice  of  thofe  men  ? — 
Look  back  to  their  oft'ers  in  Lord  Carlifte’s  adminiftration. 
Have  not  fuch  of  them  as  could  obtain  that  honour,  been 
proud  to  be  efcorted  by  them  to  the  fea  ? And  have  not  Par- 
liament returned  repeated  thanks  to  this  body  of  men,  who 
are  now  fo  degenerated,  that  reflltude  becomes  depravity  in 
them  ? Were  not  refolutions  fought  from  them  to  give  a fanc- 

tior; 
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tion  t0  the  inadequate  fecurity  of  Ample  repeal  ? When  be- 
trayed into  wrong  they  were  cherilhed — but  now  when  right, 
oppoled. 

^ What  do  fome  of  the  greateft  men  in  England  fay,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  Volunteers  ? That  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  the 
annals  of  the  world  do  not  furnilh  fuch  another  glorious  ex- 
ample of  patriotifm  and  moderation  and  now  will  any  man 
cond«mn  them,  if  they  wiQi  to  crown  themfelves  with  never- 
fading  glory,  and  finifhfng  their  labours  by  rendering  perfedt 
that  conftitution  that  their  labours  have  acquired  ? Should 
you  comply,  it  would  for  ever  render  unnecellary  the  inter- 
ference of  fuch  bodies  of  men  as  they  are.  I am  confeious 
that  I have  not  done  juftice  to  that  much  honoured,  and 
much  injured  body  of  men  ; but  be  it  remembered,  that  it 
was  not  I who  introduced  their  name  : it  was  not  I who  wllhed 
to  inflame  your  paflions  when  I had  not  arguments  to  fup- 
port  me  : it  was  not  I who  wiflied  to  debauch  them  on  the 
flde  of  fear— fuch  a proceeding  fliews  the  rottennefs  of  the 
caufe.  If  the  Volunteers  and  Parliament  (hall  ever  be  com- 
mitted, which  God  Almighty  forbid,  no  great  thanks  will  be 
due  to  thofe  men  who  reprefent  the  Volunteers  as  endea- 
vouring to  dragoon  Parliament — men  who  endeavour  to  ex-  ■ 
afperate  them,  and  if  their  moderation  was  not  greater  than 
the  wifdom  of  their  accufers,  great  and  miferable  would  be 
the  confufion  indeed  ; but  they  have  too  much  wifdom  not 
to  defpife  their  accufers,  though  I will  tell  the  man  who  ac- 
cufes  them,  that  there  was  a time  when  he  was  proud  to  join 
in  their  ranks,  and  ihare  the  glory  of  their  conduiSl. 

I am  called  on  for  an  explanation  of  my  plan  of  reform,  in 
order  that  exceptions  may  be  taken  to  it  j but  I am  ready  to 
explain  it,  and  to  refute  all  exceptions  on  the  ground  of  rea- 
fon  and  argument.  As  in  this  Houfe  votes  go  by  tale,  and 
not  by  weight,  and  as  vote  of  the  meanefl  wretch  that 

ever 
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ever  difgraced  the  walls  of  Parliament,  though  repr efentirrg 
the  moft  venal  borough,  tells  for  as  much  as  the  moft  illuftrl- 
ous  charavTter,  reprefenting  the  firft  county  in  the  kingdom, 
the  people  wifii  to  correct  the  ill  eiFects  of  this  by  opening 
the  boroughs,  and  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  being  vir- 
tuous. This  is  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  it  is  oppofed  be- 
caufe  it  is  the  demand  of  the  Volunteers  *,  but  the  Volimte^s 
and  the  people  are*  the  fame  y they  have  been  made  confti- 
tutional  by  every  a^t,  but  that  of  being  placed  on  your  efta- 
blifliment,  which  they  dd'pife.  Does  any  man  fay,  that 
there  is  not  a politive  act  of  Parliament,  directing  every  Pro- 
teftant  to  bear  arms  ? And  vvill  you  fay,  that  becaufe  one 
man  fulfils  more  of  his  duty,  as  a citizen,  than  another,  that 
he  ihbuld  lefs  enjoy  a citizen’s  privilege  ? Or  will  any  man 
fay,  that  becaufe  the  Volunteers,  in  obedience  to  the  laws, 
bear  arms,  therefore  that  obedience  iliould  {trip  them  of 
their  franchife  ? 

But  who  will  deny  that  the  reprefentation  of  cities  and  bo- 
roughs demand  reform  ? And  are  plans  of  reform  to  be  re- 
jected, becaufe  agreeable  to  the  Volunteers  r If  fo,  how  came 
the  Duke  of  Portland  to  fend  Volunteer  Delegates  to  the 
Throne  with  letters  to  deliver  into  the  (acred  hand  of  Ma- 
jefiy  ? And  if  the  Duke  of  Portland  aCted  thus,  will  any  man 
fay,  that  the  Volunteers  have  fince  done  any  thing  to  trans- 
form them  into  the  gorgons  and  hydras  they  have  been  re- 
prelented  ? No,  they  are  not  changed,  they  are  feen  through 
the  medium  of  borough  interefl:  *,  it  is  this  that  has  given 
them  this  terrible  afpeCI,  it  is  the  fordid  interefi:  of  a profti- 
tuted  Government  to  fay  they  have  ftrength,  though  it  be 
the  ftrength  of  borough-mongers  •,  but  it  is  the  ftrength  of 
a virtuous  Government  to  be  fupported  by  the  public  good 
opinion  *,  and  it  is  no  credit  to  any  Government  to  depend 
rather  on  a venal  Parliament,  than  on  the  honcft  voice  of  an 

ingenuous 
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i^jgenuous  nation.  The  bill  fets  at  defiance  all  objeiSlion  ; 
for  is  there  a man  who  will  fay,  however  political  declama- 
mation  may  attempt  to  miflead,  that  the  cpnfiitiition  wants 
no  reform  ? Will  any  man  he . found  to  fay,  that  that  con- 
ftitution  is  perfect,  when,  he  knows  that  the.  honour  of  the 
peerage  may  .be  obtained  by  any  rufiian  who  pofiefles  borough 
interefi:  ? 

^r.  Flood  then  proceeded  to  trace  the  gene:*al  outline 
of  the  plan  of  reform  agreed  to  at  the  Convention,  and  con- 
cluded with  faying, — I fiiall  neither  endeavour  to  intimi- 
date nor  overawe  the  Houfe,  but  on  the  contrary,  I fiiall 
mofi:  humbly  hope,  that  in  the  infancy  of  your  liberty, 
and  becaufe  a body  of  men.  who  are  determined  to  treat 
yvith  refpeft  that  confiitution  which  they  have  recovered 
hy  fortitude,  bear  arms  for  their  country's  fervice  : I 
hope,  I fay,  you  will  not  go  to  fifli  for  objections  until  thefe 
people  fiiall  do  fometliing  derogatory  of  that  authority  which 
they  have  eilablifiied  ; no  body  of  men  can  make  me  affirm 
to  be  right  what  I know  to  be  wrong — neither  will  I be  fo 
abfurd  as  to  deny  that  which  I know  to  be  right,  becaufe 
pther  men  think  fo  too. , 

Mr.  Mohneux. — This  is  one  of  the  mofi:  important  quef-* 
tions  ever  agitated  in  this  Houfe,  and  I lament  the  ill  treat- 
ment the  motion  has  received  from  the  other  fide,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  fuch  illiberal  reflections  have  been  thrown 
on  the  faviours  of  their  country,  for  their  interference  to 
reform  a vicious  reprefentatioa  of  the  people.  The  quefiiori 
is,  whether  Ireland  is  truly  reprefented  or  not } The  fenti- 
ments  of  all  are,  that  we  are  not  truly  reprefented,  and  this 
opinion  has  coincided  with  the  Volunteer  army,  who  have 
proved  themfelves  the  faviours  of  their  country.  We  have 
been  told  that  no  reform  is  neceflary ; but  I deny  it : Reform 
VoL  I.  A a is 
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js  neceflary — I am  an  inftance  of  that  neceiSity  of  reform. — 
Are  not  boroughs  fold  at  market  like  anafs  or  an  ox  ? Who 
are  rUey  that  propofe  it  ? Some  of  the  moft  refpeftable  per- 
fons  in  this  kingdom,  with  one  of  the  greateft  characters  in 
this,  or  perhaps  in  any  other  kingdom,  at  their  head  ; it  is 
the  voice  of  the  people — it  fhould  not  be  flighted  ; I there- 
fore give  my  hearty  concurrence  to  the  motion. 

Sir  Hertules  Lan^rjjhe  faid,  that  it  would  be  paying  a great 
compliment  to  the  requiiition  of  the  Hon.  Member,  not- 
withflanding  any  partiality  he  might  entertain  towards  him, 
if  he  were  to  furrender  every  faculty  of  his  underftanding — 
to  fhut  his  eyes  at  what  every  man  fees — to  fhut  his  ears 
againft  what  every  man  hears — and  this  he  muft  do,  if  he 
were  perfuaded  to  treat  this  as  a fimple  propofition  for  leave 
to  bring  a bill  into  Parliament,  • 

The  Hon.  IMember  has  i^ated  his  plan,  and  it  is  unnecef- 
fary  to  tell  you  it  is  literally  the  plan,  fhaped  and  fafliioned 
in  another  aflembly,  and  fenthere  through  the  means  of  two 
refpeCfable  Members  juft  to  receive  the  form  of  law.  Can 
any  man,  without  making  a furrender  as  far  as  in  him  lies, 
of  the  rights  and  exiftence  of  Parliament,  confent  to  the  re- 
ception of  it  under  thofe  circumftances  ? We  all  know 
whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth — we  have  read  it  in 
every  newspaper,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  as  it  came  out 
printed  by  authority  ; and  we  are  now  called  upon  to  give 
up  ourfelves,  and  take  it  a,s  the  plan  and  propofition  of  two 
XIon.  Members.  I 'will  never  thu?  impofe  upon  myfelf.  I 
win  never  agree  to  the  propofttion,  becaufe  I know  where  it 
originates.  I will  never  agree  to  the  plan,  becaufe  I know, 
;and  think,  it  would  be  fubverfive  of  the  conftitution.  I have 
^ great  refpeCt  for  the  authority  of  the  Hon.  Member  who 
p'.ade  the  motion  , but  where  is  the  authority  that  could 
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juftify  a Member  of  Parliament  in  an  attempt  to  demolifii 
antient  charters  that  have  taken  root  in  the  conftitution,  and 
are  the  growth  of  fo  many  centuries  ? Where  as  the  autho- 
rity that  could 'juftify  us  in  extinguifliing  or  transferring 
to  others  the  rights  and  franchifes  of  -thofe  who  fent 
us  here  ? Where  is  the  authority  that  could  juftify  an 
attempt  to  alter  the  elTential  principles  of  a conftitution, 
which  has  been  the  admiration  and  envy  of  all  nations  and 
all  ages,  and  which  perhaps  is  the  only  one  in  the  world 
that  -has  preferved  political  liberty  to  this  day  ? And  is  there 
common  fenfe  in  your  attempts  to  alter  it  at  the  very  mo- 
ment you  have  acquired  it  ^ To  rejecfl  it,  before  you  have 
tried  it  ? I have  confldered  this  fubj^ct  with  all  its  confe- 
quenccs.  I ha-ve  ftudied  the  deliberations  of  fociety  in  your 
own  country.  I have  travelled  over  every  page  that  has 
been  written  and  trahfmitted  t©  you  from  another  country, 
by  perfonages  who  were  appointed  arbiters  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  deftiny  of  Ireland  ; .and  I conclude  in  the  words  of 
one  of  them,  I mean  a noble  Duke  of  great  abilities,  of  great 
extent  of  thought,  and  great  learning,  on  this  fahjedl,  conh- 
dering  thofe  plans  of  partial  reform,  (and  one  would  think 
the  prefent  plan  was  particularly  in  his  thought)  who  fays — 
It  proceeds  on  the  fame  principle  as  the  abufe  it  pretends 
tc  redlify — it  is  flill  partial  and  unequal — others  is  no  leading 
principle — all  is  at  fea,  without  any  compafs  to  diftinguifh 
the  fafe  from  the  dangerous  courfe.”  (He  recited  the  vari- 
ous plans  and  inconfiflencies  propofed  by  different  perfons, 
and  faid) — On  what  a precipice  you  ftand  ? How  tlie  facul- 
ties of  the  mind  are  loft  in  apprehenfion,  when  you  look 
down  from  the  eminence -of  your  venerable  conftitution, 
on  the  perplexities,  -the  difficulties,  the  dangers,  that 

are  prefented  to  you  by  thofe  fages  of  reform. 

When  you  fee  each  cafuift  differing  from  his  brother,  and 
aknoft  every  one  differing  from  himfelf,  if  the  fubjejS: 

A a 2 , -were 
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were  not  too  ferioiis,  It  would  be  laughable  enough  to  fee 
how  thofe  dot^bors  differ  ; they  differ,  becaufe  they  do  not 
know  the  difeai'e — there  is  no  difeafe — the  conftitution  is 
reirored.  I mud:  do  them  thejudiceto  fay,  they  differ  from 
the  generality  of  advertifing  doctors  in  this  city,  they  do  not 
declare  their  medicines  equally  good  for  all  conftitutions,  for 
fcarcely  one  recommends  them  as  fuited  to  Ireland.  It  was 
lately  your  ambition  to  contend  for,  it  is  now  your  glory  to 
have  acquired,  the  Britifli  conditution.  Now  you  have  ob- 
tained it,  confider  it  well  before  you  change  it.  There  are 
fome  things  too  important  for  experiment,  too  facred  for 
change  ; and  if  there  be  one  thing  more  facred,  more  inimi- 
table than  all  others,  it  is  your  form  of  government.  If  the 
people  of  this  country  would  enjoy  contentment,  when  they 
have  fo  much  call  for  it — if  they  would  accept  the  felicity 
that  is  before  them — if  they  would  repofe  under  the  condi- 
tirtion  they  have  acquired,  and  cultivate  the  country  they 
liave  defended  by  their  arms,  we  Ihould  be  the  happied  peo- 
ple on  earth  *,  or  if  they  would  condefeend  to  reft  on  their 
arms,  and  take  a review,  with  their  own  eyes,  of  the  inagni- 
heent  objetfls  that  e.mploy  their  reprefentatives,  they  would 
behold  them  with  admiration  ; they  would  not  interrupt  their 
great  deliberations  ; they  would  depart  not  only  in  peace, 
but  in  pride.  They  woul4  fee  them  arranging  fupplies,  fo 
as  to  infure  annual  meetings  of  your  Parliament — framing  a 
mutiny-bill,  to  affert  your  conftitution  and  govern  the  army 
forming  an  Irilh  pod-office,  alike  favourable  to  the  reve- 
nue and  to  liberty — edablilhing  an  Irifh  admiralty-court, 
with  final  ;jppeal,  the  lad  pledge  of  external  legiflaiion — 
giving  new  authority  to  the  laws,  and  new  redriefions  to 
prerogative,  by  an  a»ft  of  indemnity  for  a late  embargo — de- 
liberating on  a wide  fydem  of  commerce  between  this  coun- 
try and  America,  with  the  great  conception  of  making,  if 
poffible,  Ireland  the  mart  of  communication  between  the  < 
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old  world  and  the  new — they  would  fee  them  anxioufly  and  • 
honeftly  confidering  how  beft  to  relieve  the  diltrefies,  and 
promote  the  manufa£lures  of  this  country.  I will  now  tell 
you  what  they  would  not  fee  them  employed  about.  They 
are  not  affertingthe  fupreme  and  excluhve  authority  t)f  youf 
Parlidment — they  are  not  reftoring  to  your  Lords  their  judi- 
cature, or  to  your  nation  its  commerce — they  are  not  refeu- 
ing  your  Parliament  from  the  bondage  of  Sir  Edw.  Poynings, 
or  framing  an  Habeas  Corpus  adl,  or  a bill  to  make  the 
Judges  independent — they  are  not  overturning  religious  pre- 
I judices  by  acts  of  toler'ation,  or  Inviting  the  wealth  of  talents 
and  the  world  by  a naturalization  No,  thsfe  are  done 

! already — thefe  are  the  immortal  trophies  of  the  laft  Parlia- 

I iiient.  Good  God  ! is  the  mind  of  man  never  to  be  fatis- 

lied  ? If  a recollecSiion  of  wLat  you  have  acquired — if  a con- 
templation of  what  we  enjoy — if  the  profpe£f  of  national  im-“ 
provement  which  lies  before  you — if  thefe  will  not  fatisfy  you, 

I can  only  fay — happinefs  is  not  the  lot  of  man  ! — One  eon- 
1 folation  however  he  may  infure  to  himfclf  in  every  public  or 

‘ private  calamity,  that  is,  the  refle(5\ion  that  he  had  no  (hare 

in  producing  it. 

Mr.  George  Ponfonhy. — It  is  fo  extremely  natural  to  think 
favourably  of  this  conftitution,  under  which  we  enjoy,  in 
fecurity,  our  lives,  our  liberties,  our  fortunes,  and  the  ho- 
nour of  fitting  in  this  Houfe,  that  the  Hon.  Member  need 
not  be  furprized  at  finding  his  innovation  fo  generally  oppo- 
fed.  A gentleman  indeed  pretends  tfiat  we  fhould  receive 
this  motion  as  originating  in  the  Houfe,  becaufe  nobody  elfc 
could  make  it  ; but  does  not  every  one  know'  that  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  is  the  mouth-piece  of  the  Convention,  arid  that 
this  is  their  voice  ? Every  one  know's  what  has  been  doing* 
at  the  Rotunda  thefe  three  weeks ; if  there  was  no  inten- 
tion to  overawe  us,  why  was  it  thought  necefFary  to  bring  to 
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the  metropolis  an  alTembty  of  armed  n>en  bearding  Parlia- 
ment  ? but  I will  not  be  overawed,  I will  fupport  with  my 
life  and  with  my  fortune,  that  conftitution  under  which  I 
enjoy  every  bluffing*  If  we  were  to  enquire  very  curioufly 
into  the  frame  of  our  conftitution,  perhaps  fome  trifling' im- 
perfeiftions  might  be  found  \ but  are  we  on  that  account  to 
go  round  the  world  begging  opinions  ? And  becaufe  a Gen- 
tleman in  Yorkilure  thinks  our  conftitution  defective,  fliall 
we  therefore  overturn  the  whole  ? Parliament  are  adequate 
to  the  reformation  of  national  grievances,  and  they  have 
proved  it.  -The  reflraint  of  our  trade  was  a grievance — the 
dependence  of  cur  Judges  was  a grievance — the  controul 
under  which  our  conftitution  laboured  was  a grievance--the 
deprivation  of  the  privilege  of  our  Peers  was  a grievance — 
Povning’s  law  was  a grievance — but  which  of  thefe  grievances 
rmw  exift  ? Plas  not  Parliament  reformed  them  all  ? Some. 
Gentlemen  are  fo  very  nervous  as  to  imagine  the  conftitu- 
tion is  lick — why  ? becaufe  it  is  lick ; but  their  ftate  is  fo 
hopelefs  that  no  man  can  attempt  a cure  ; for  ti  is  impoffible 
to  adminifter  to  the  maladies  of  a perturbed  fpirit. 

The  objevft  of  the  Kon.  Gentleman  is  to  make  our  Go- 
wrnment  more  popular,  and  in  that,  point  he  admits  the 
counties  and  the  cities  are  tolerable  enevagh — ungrateful 
counties,  ungrateful  cities — ye  have  not  any  of  you  called 
upon  this  friend  of  liberty  to  reprefent  you,  but  fuffer  him 
him  to  fit  here  fora  venal  borough.  .... 

No  man  enjoys  in  any  higher  degree  the  talent  of  clofe 
reafoning  than  the  Hpn.  Gentleman  who  made  the  motion, 
and  as  the  inftance  of.Shoreham  has  been. given,  1 will  ftib- 
mit  to  him,  whether  that  inftance,  and  its  confequences,  if 
authorities  are  to  have  any  weight,  do  not  decide  in.  favour 
cf  lotting  our  conftitution  ftand  as  it  is.  The  borough  of 

Shoreham 
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Shoreham  had  fo  long  and  fo  often  been  gwilty  of  fuch 
ihameful  bribery,  that  Parliament,  though  with  infinite  reluc- 
tance, was  obliged  to  interfere  with  that  facred,  though  abu- 
fed  truft,  a charter,  and  dlsfranchifing  the  corporation,  efva- 
blhhcd  a new  one  : — Soon  after  this,  a general  reformation 
was  propofed  in  Parliament  ; but  did  Parliament  approve  it, 
though  fupported  by  the  greateft  ability  ? or,  did  the  Noble 
Lord  who  moved  the  disfranchifement  of  Shoreliam,  ap- 
.prove  of  tampering  with  the  conftitiuion  of  the  realm  ? 

There  feems  to  have  been  propagated  an  opinion,  that 
fome  radical  defeat  exiffs  in  dur  conftitution,  and  political 
reformers  have  heated  their  imaginations  with  many  proje^ls 
of  cure  : They  have  had  from  a neighbouring  kingdom  fe- 
veral  letters — fome  of  the  anfwers  have  been  Ihewn,  though 
not  all ; it  is  not  the  part  of  honeft  men  to  conceal  the  truth, 
but  what  have  they  at  flake  ? — yet  this  is  not  all,  for  after 
applying  to  all  the  fyflem-mongers  in  Europe,  we  cannot  find 
any  two  of  them  agree  in  their  plans  of  reformation. 

“ There  are  in  this  country  two  fets  of  men,  who  are  inte- 
refted  in  promoting  a change.  The  Catholics  of  the  South, 
the  known  friends  to  monarchy — the  PreJlbyterians  of  the 
North,  the  votaries  of  republicanifm  j thefe  latter  have  fet 
on  the  others  to  make  it  a common  caufe,  and  between 
them  both  the  eftablifhed  church  is  blockaded  ; but  if  the 
people  who  have  eftablifhed  the  conftitution,  fhall  be  over- 
powered by  thofewho  often  attempted  todeftroyit,  we  fhall 
have  them  quarrelling  amongft  themfelves  for  votes,  for 
feats  in  Parliament,  for  authority,  and  for  fupremacy. 

/ 

Sir,  I oppofe  the  introduflion  of  this  bill,  becaufe  It 
comes  from  an  armed  body;  becaufe.I  and  my  anceftors 
have  lived  happy  under  the  prefent  conftitution  becaufe 
that  conftitution  every  day  gives  us  new  proofs  of  its  excel- 
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lence,  and  becaufc  I do  not  think  it  the  part  of  a man  to 
throw  away  a pollcffion  of  experienced  value,  to  run  after 
wild  fpeculation. 

* Mt.  FltTgibhon. — I thought  that  fome  proof  of  the  necef- 
fily  of  a reform  would  have  been  urged,  and  that  we  fhould 
not  be  entertained  with  the  flights  of  vifionary  fpeculatifts 
into  the  regions  of  theory  and  hypothefis  5 but  we  endure 
-all  this,  becanfe  the  wife  men  of  17^3  cannot  reconcile  cerr 
tain  abftraft  ideas  of  certain  {yfleimmongers  in  England,  to 
the  free  and  happy  conffitution  of  this  couivtrjr. 

I do  not  oppofe  the  intrddudfion  of  this  bill,  becanfe  it  Is 
replete  with  abfurdities,  and  direclly  contrary  to  the  lirfl 
refponfe  of  the  Dhngannori  oracle  ; — no.  I will  oppofe  it 
becaitfe  it  comes  under  the  mandate  of  a military  congrefs. 
I fhnll  take  no  notice  of  the  manner  in  which  the  motion  is 
attempted  to  be  ftolen  upon  tfs  by  furprize  ; we  were  to  have 
had  ten  days  previous  notice  of  it.  The  Hon.  Member  who 
adopts  and  fathers  the  bill,  tells  us  it  is  the  favourite  mea- 
fure  of  the  people ; now  I will  undertake  to  trace  it  to  its 
fourcej  and  fhew  that  it  Is  the  produclion  of  a military  con- 
grefs aflembled  in  the  capital,  appearing  In  military  parade, 
and  alTuming  all  the  mock  order  of  a legiflative  aflembly. — 
This  plan  of  a parliamentary  reform  was  firfl;  taken  up  by 
the  fociety  called  the  Gonflitutional  Society,  in  England, 
for  the  piirpofe  of  fliaking  Lord  North’s  Government,  when 
other  engines  had  failed.  Now,  whether  this  fociety  cor- 
refponded  with  certain  perfons  In  Belfafl,  is  not  well  known, 
but  this  is  certain,  that  in  the  month  of  July,  ferry-five 
corps  alTembled  at  Belfaft,  and  there  did  refotve  to  hold  a 
provincial  congrefs  at  Dungannon,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
fummer,  in  order  to  reform  the  confutation  of  this  realm. 
In  the  mean  time,  BTr.  Henry  Joy,  jun.  of  BeEfaft,  printer 
of  the  Belfaft  paper,  and  Secretary  to  the  Volunteers  of 

that 
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that  town,  writes  circular  letters  to  fundry  perfons  m Eng- 
land and  clfewhere,  deferibing  what  he  was'pleafed  to  call 
the  defeats  of  our  Parliament,  in  the  Commons  Houfe,  of 
which  he  alTerts  there  are  but  hxty-four  perfons  freely  re- 
turned— the  others,  the  offspring  of  venality.  Under  this 
very  flattering  defeription  of  the  affembly  which  I have  now 
tlie  honour  to  addrefs,  he  writes  to  a number  of  perfons  in 
Jingland  ; whether  he  got  anfwers  from  them  all  I will  not 
fay,  but  that  he  did  get  anfwers  from  feveral  Dolors,  and 
feveral  Majors,  is  pretty  notorious  ; and  it  is  equally  noto- 
rious, that  with  thefe  anfwers,  garbled  and  mutilated  to  his 
purpofe,  Mr.  Henry  Joy,  jun.  of  Belfaft,  printer  and  Se- 
cretary, proceeded  to  Dungannon  *,  there  they  enter  into 
fundry  refolutions,  and  vote  that  a grand  National  Conven- 
tion fliall  fit  In  Dublin,  in  November,  to  carry  thefe  refolu- 
tions into  effect.  Thefe  determinations  they  publiflied,  and 
tranfmltted  to  every  county  in  Ireland  ; the  Convention  is 
now  affembled  in  confequence  of  thefe  determinations — 
they  have  fat  three  weeks — they  have  had  their  committees, 
and  their  fub-commitcees— they  have  printed  their  refoluti- 
oiis,  every  man  has  read  them,  and  I have  heard  they  are 
the  mod:  moderate  that  ever  were  entered  into  by  fifty  thou- 
fand  men  in  arms,  with  fifty  thoufand  more  ready  to  join 
them  y and  will  Gentlemen  tell  me  that  the  conflitution  is 
not  invaded,  when  any  man  fhall  dare  to  make  a propofi- 
tion  from  fifty  thoufand  armed  men,  with  fifty  thoufand 
more  ready  to  join  them  ? Gentlemen  fay  it  is  dangerous  to 
commit  the  Parliament  and  the  Volunteers  ; I know  it  is 
dangerous,  I know  the  man  that  does  it  fhould  anfwer  the 
crime  with  his  head  ; but  1 know  the  force  of  the  laws  is 
fAfficient  to  crufh  them  to  atoms,  and  for  one,  I fay,  that  I 
do  not  think  life  worth  holding  at  the  will  of  an  armed  de- 
magogue.  If  ever  there  was  an  occafion  that  called  upon 
every  man  poflefling  onefentiment  of  liberty,  to  exert  it  in 
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the  defence  of  the  couftitutlon,  it  is  thisj  it  is  the  prefent 
occafion  which  demands  to  fpurn  this  bill  away. 

The  bill  of  laft  feiHon  has  been  quoted  *,  the  motion  for 
that  bill  was  brought  forward  with  due  regard  to  the  confti- 
tution,  and  proper  parliamentary  order  ; and  what  I would 
readily  concede  to  an  individual  approaching  our  bar  with 
proper  refpe<n:,'  I vvbuld  fcorn  to  concede  to  men  who  pre- 
fume to  demand,  and  let  not  therefore  the  Hon.  Member 
fuppofe  I fear  to  meet  the  bill  upon  its  own  merits,  though 
fupported  by  the  united  wifdom  of  Mr.  Henry  Joy,  jun.  and 
all  his  learned  and  unlearned  correfpondents.  There  is 
another  circumftance  of  idle  babble  gone  forth,  which  only 
could  have  ifTued  from  the  cells  of  Bedlam,  that  if  this  bill 
be  rejeOed,  fome  wretched  fools  will  refufe  to  pay  taxes  ; 
this  cannot  be  the  language  of  men  of  fenl'e — I only  men- 
tion it  to  let  it  be  defpifed.  I have  alfo  heard  that  a Houle 
of  Parliament  is  to  be  built  at  Dungannon,  and  that  we  are 
to  have  annual  feffions  of  Convention  to  regulate  the  buli- 
nefs  of  the  nation  in  Church  and  State.  Gentlemen  may 
call  this  liberty  if  they  pleafe  ; but  I call  it  the  worft  kind 
of  tyranny.  To  put  an  end  to  it  at  once,  I am  for  rejedting 
this  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a bill,  and  then  the  men 
with  whom  it  originates  will  return  to  their  homes,  alliamed 
of  having  been  fo  much  mified. 

Upon  a divifion  there  appeared. 


For  receiving  the  bill, 
Again  If  it, 
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After  the  motion  was  decided,  Mr.  Attorney  General  mo- 
^ved  the  following  relblution  : 

Refoived,  that  it  is  now  become  necelTary  to  declare,  that 
this  Houfe  will  maintain  its  juff  rights  and  privileges  againft 
all  .encroachments  whatfoever. 


Ayes, 
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Mr.  Thomas  Conolly  then  made  the  following  motion, 
which  was  carried  unanimoufly  : 

Refolved,  That  an  humble  addrefs  he  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  to  declare  the  perfect  fatisfaction  which  we  feel  in 
the  many  bkffings  we  enjoy  under  his  Majefty’s  moft  aufpi- 
cious  Government,  and  our  prefent  happy  conftitution  ^ and 
that  at  this  time  we  find  it  peculiarly  incumbent  upon  us 
to  exprefs  our  determined  refolution  to  fupport  th^  fame 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes.  ■ - - 

The  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  having  been  agreed  to  by  both 
Lords  and  Commons,  was  tranfmitted  in  the  ufual  form, 
^nd  the  following  anfwer  returned  ; ' 

HisMajefiy  returns  his  hearty  thanks  to  the  Lords  fp^ 
ritual  and  temporal  and  Commons,  in  Parliament  afiem- 
bled,  for  their  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs.  His  Majefty  re- 
ceives with  the  higheft  fatisfaefion,  the  fentiments  exprefled 
by  his  Parliament  refpe£ling  his  Majefty’s  Government ; and 
his  Majefty’s  faithful  Parliament  may  reft  alfiired  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  determined  refolution  to  concur  with  them  at  all 
times  in  the  maintenance  and  prefervation  of  that  free  and 
exeellent  conftitution  , on  which  the  happinefs  and  interefts. 
pf  his  people  of  Ireland  fo  efientially  depend.**  * 

Againft  the  joint  addrefs  we  have  mentioned,  the  following 
proteft  was  entered  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 

DIfientlent. 

Becaufe  we  conceive  that,  excepting  In  tbofe  cafes  where ^ 
conftant  ufage  has  rendered  addrelTcs  necefiary,  his  Majefty. 
ought  never  to  be  addrefsed  but  on  great  and  important  oc~ 
cafions.” — ' ' , 

M- 

■ Comp,  Jour,  vol,  xil, 

Becaufe 
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Becaufe  we  do  not  know  nor  believe  that  any  caufe  now 
exiftsto  require  ©r  demand  the  addrefs  which  a Majority  of 
this  houfe  has  thought  fit  to  fend  up  to  the  Throq^^; 

CHARLEM'bk'tj 

ALDBOROUGH, 

...  . POVvERSCOURT, 

, MOU^^'l'MORRES, 

Upon  the  raefiage  from  the  houfe  of  commons  to  the  lords^ 
to  agree  in  this  addrefs  the  previous  qu^ifipn  was  moved  by 
Lord  Aldborough,  but  opposed,  and  the  following  fpeech 
was  made  by  lord  Mountrnorres,^  in  reply  to  the  arguments 
of  Lord  Mornington,  who  fupjx)rted  that  meafurc. 

AT  fo  late  an  hour,  my  Lords,  I appear  before  you  with 
reludlance;  opprefs'd  as  I am  with  the  talk  of  replying  to  the 
abilities  manifefted  by  fo  many  Lords  during  the  courfe  of 
this  debate. 

To  enter  into  a competition  with  the  noble  Lord  (Morn- 
ington)! fbould  wifh  to  avoid  j the  public  intereft  may  be  pro- 
moted by  our  co-operation,  but  not  much  by  our  collifion  > 
difcretlon  tells  me,  that  among  the  candidates  for  public  opi- 
nion and  popular  fame,  Fortune  like  other  females,  ufually 
prefers  the  younger  to  the  older  claimant. 

I iliall  give  the  noble  Lord  full  credit  for  the  difplay  of 
abilities  : 1 admit  that  he  has  held  a manly  language.  The 
character  which  has  been  drawn  by  a inafterly  hand,  by  the 
great  Speaker  of  the  convention  parliament  (by  Id.  Halifax)  — 
the  charaftcr  of  a Trimmer,  will  not  apply  to  the  noble  Earl — 
trimming  wilt  not  be  evidenced  by  his  conduct ; neither  I am 
{jerfuaded  will  his  Lordlliip  Trim  upon  this  or  upon  any 
other  occliaon. 
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To  all  the  big  works  and  inflated  expreflions  which  I have 
heard,  of  danger  to  the  conftitution,  and  infults  from  Con- 
ventions of  armed  men  ; I anfwer  in  two  fliort  empliatic 
words, — Prove  it.  , 

If  formidable  fpe^lres,  portending  the  downfal  of  the  con- 
ftitution, were  to  appear  in  this  Houfe,  I admit  the  noble 
Lord  is  frightened  with  a becoming  dignity  ; the  antient  Rof- 
cius,  or  the  modern  Garrick,  could  not  ftart  with  a better 
grace,  at  the  appearance  of  a fpectre. 

But  I my  Lords,  who  am  a plain  man,  of  not  fo  very  lively  a 
fancy,  cannot  fee  them  ; and  am  I ftill  to  afle  what  thefe  dan»- 
gers  are,  or  how  fancy  can  torture  into  danger  two  refpe£t- 
able  members  of  the  other  houfe  of  parliament,  afking  leave 
to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  conftitution  ? 

A learned  lord,  (Id.  Annaly)  has  talked  of  the  illegality  of. 
the  volunteers,  he  diflented  to  the  vote  of  thanl;s  ; I was  one 
of  the  laft  who  put  on  this  garb  in  compliance  with  the  delires 
of  gentlemen  where  I live — when  it  had  become  almoft  the 
mode  and  drefs  of  this  country,  I muft  fay  a word  upon  that 
illuftrious  body  of  men  and  of  their  proceedings. 

A noble  Earl  (Lord  Hilfborougb)  has  given  you  an  account 
of  their  origin,  from  the  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Belfaft — 
butj^I  deny  that  the  inhabitants  BelfaJ}  of  were  arm’d  by  them* 
felves,  for  arms  were  fent  down  by  Government — and  500 
ftand  were  afterwards  diftributed  by  Government  to  the 
thirty-two  counties,  fo  that  not  only  they  but  1600  of  the 
volunteers  were  armed  and  countenanced  by  Government. 

I am  not  converfant  with  the  black  letter,  to  point  out 
the  particular  act  of  parliament,  but  their  inftitution  was 
warranted  by  the  flrft  of  all  laws,  paramount  and  antecedent 
to  every  other— the  law  of  felf* defence  and  felf-prefervarion. 

—To 
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— ^To  the  authority  of  the  noble  Lord,  I oppofc  that  of  the 
great  and  excellent  man  in  a fimilar  fit  nation  in  another  coun- 
try ; what  was  his  opinion  at  the  time  of  the  riots  ? * f Soldiers 
are  citizens  ; they  do  not  lofe  their  civU  rights  by  their, 
military  fituation;  they  may  be  called  on  by  the  civil  Ma- 
giftrates  as  a part  of  the  Pojfe  Comitatu^,  to  prefer ve  the 
peace,*' — Apply  this  doctrine  to  the  V olunteers  ; if  merce- 
nary foldiers  are  citizens,  how  can  it  be  argued,  that  thofe 
have  loft  their  right  of  dirciifiing  conftitutional  queftions,  the 
birth-right  of  freemen,  becaufe  they  have  armed  in  defence 
of  their  country  ? 

^ Ido  not  fay  that  any  body  of  men  have  a right  to  dl£l:ate 
to  parliament ! — but  I afkthe  noble  Lord,  what  law  reftrains 
the  fubjeeftto  propofe  queftions  for  the  confideration  of  Par- 
liament ? has  not  that  right  been  often  afeertained  ; was  not 
the  language  of  the  commons  of  England  decidve  upon  this 
in-the  Kcntifli  petition  foon  after  the  revolution  ? 

My  Lords,  I have  often  been  alked  in  England,  what ' 
were  the  number  and  defeription  of  the  Volunteers  ? To  the  ' 
firft  I anfwered,  I could  not  'tell  but  that  the  fhorteft  dif- 
cription  I could  give  was,  by  the  word  clanfhip  ; — or,  in 
other  terras,  gentlemen  of  property  arniing  their  tenants  and 
followers  ; and  in  foreign  countries,  I anfwered  to  fimilar 
queftions,  that  every  man  who  was  capable  of  arming  in  this 
country,  was  armed. 

I do  not  retra£f  that  definition;  I remember  the  recent  cx- 
preflion,  “ the  armed  majefty  of  the  people  I admired  it, 
not  only  as  an  elegant  expreffion,  but  a brilliant  truth,  and' 
according  to  my  ideas,  the  people  and  the  Volunteers  are 
reciprocal  terms,  fynonymous  deferiptions,  and  to  fay  that 
you  refufe  the  defires  or  petitions  of  one,  is  to  negative  the 
defires  of  the  other. 
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I know  not  what  new  fears  have  arifen  *,  I know  they  have 
been  recently  thanked  by  this  Houfe  for  their  condu(5f  fince 
the  iaft  Dungannon  meeting.  It  is  true  Lords  are  now  warm 
in  their  approbation ; it  is  but  jufticc  ; their  inftitution 
marks  not  the  leaft  brilliant  page  in  the  annals  of  mankind  ; 
and  he  muft  be  cold  indeed  who  does  not  review  with  en- 
thufiafm  an  inftitution,  which  would  do  honour  to  the  Ro- 
man legions  in  the  pureft  days  of  the  republic,  and  which 
has  caufed  the  noble  genius  of  Italy  to  appear  once  more  upon 
the  ftage.  ‘ 

But,  my  Lords,  I know  not  that  they  have  even  approach- 
ed Parliament.  A bill  of  reformation  of  the  conftitution, 
it  has  been  faid,  has  been  refufed  leave,  in  another  AlTembly, 
and  has  given  rife  to  this  addrefs. 

My  Lords,  I am  frank  upon  the  fubje^l;  I am  no  friend 
to  reformation  of  the  coniiitution ; I admire  it  with  refpe^l: 
and  veneration,  as  the  produiftion  of  the  experience  of  time,- 
and  the  wifdom  of  a thoufand  years. 

But  if  a man  of  fuperior  abilities,  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to 
any  that  I have  ever  known  in  this  or  another  country, 
fliould  propofe  a plan  to  reftore  and  prefer ve  the  fpirit  of  the’ 
conftitution,  I would  fay,  do  not  condemn  it  unheard ; let 
it  reft  upon  its  merits,  try  it  upon  them ; but  do  not  let  your 
prejudice  anticipate  your  judgment. 

My  Lords,  if  many  parts  of  the  plan  meet  unanimous 
approbation,  why  is  the  whole  rejeaed  ? if  enlargement  of 
franchife  in  decayed  boroughs  ftiould  be  propofed,  alk  the 
gentlemen  of  Suflex,  is  it  a new  idea  in  England  ? Look  at 
the  new  rules  upon  your  code,  in  the  days  of  Charles  the 
Second,  empowering  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  to 
enlarge  the  number  of  freemen  in  Dublin  and  other  towns, 
and  tell  me,  is  it  a new  propofttion  in  this  country  ? ' 
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If  in  two  inflahces  they  fliould  forerun  the  praclicabillty 
of  co-operation  with.  England,  may  it  not  be  altered  upon 
Parliamentary  revifion  ? 

My  Lords,  a Right  Reverend  Prelate  has  mentioned  the 
merit  of  the  laft  Parliament  in  the  reftoration  of  our  conftitu- 
tion.  I admit  it  : but  I deny  their  claim  to  exQlufive  merit  ; 
theyfliared  it  with  the  Volunteers  : that  inftitution  enabled 
their  wifdom  to  wield  the  force  of  an  arrayed,  armed,  and 
efficacious  people. 

My  Lords,  the  noble  Lord  upon  the  Woolfack  has  re- 
minded you  of  the  anfwer  of  the  Barons  of  England  to  inno- 
vations, and  their  celebrated  '^olumus  leges  Anglia:  mutari  i — 
lie  has  not  told  you  the  occahon,  and  1 v/i)l  fupply  it;  it  was 
upon  a requifition  from  Rome,  to  adopt  the  principle  of  the 
Canon  law,  that  children  born  before  wedlock  fhould  be 
legitimated  upon  a fubfequent  marriage  ; it  was  an  anfwer 
to  papal  encroachment.  But  the  knowledge  of  the  noble 
Lord  in  parliamentary  records,  will  not  produce  fuch  an  an- 
fwer, or  fuch  a negative,  to  the  defires  of  the  peopfe. 

Upon  the  whole,  my  Lords,  I fee  no  reafon,  I have  heard 
none,  for  this  addrefs  ; I found  my  conduct  upon  the  con- 
duct of  a great  prelate,  of  Archbifhop  King,  which  has  been 
read  at  your  table.  I am  againfi:  frivolous  and  unneceiiary  ad- 
drefs to  the  Throne.  He  was  a great  name  in  the  learned, 
as  Well  as  the  political  world  ; his  celebrated  book  dictates  the 
expreffion. — I hope  this  addrefs  will  not  be  the  ORIGIN 
OF  EVIL. 

If  there  is  any  real  danger  to  the  confiitutlon,  let  theHuufe 
of  Commons  exprefs  and  prove  it  ; I will  meet  them  ; I will 
go  hand  and  hand  with  them.  I am  ready  to  periffi  in  the 
feat  of  legiflation  in  defence  of  its  rights,  as  the  Roman  fe- 
nators  did  when  the  Gauls  invaded  the  Capitol.  But  if  noc- 
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tunial  addreiTes  are  brought  up  here,  founded  on  imaginary 
dangers,  and  unreal  phantoms  ; if  I am  forced  out  of  my 
oivn  province,  and  compelled  to  fpeak  of  their  proceedings,  I 
will  fpeak  to  them  with  the  franknefs  becoming  my  character 
anddituation  ; I will  fpeak  to  them  as  our  great  Countryman, 
Sir  William  Temple,  fpoke  to  Charles  the  Second — I admire 
your  luuation  as  'rcprefentatlvfes  of  the  people  ; as  really  fuch 
you  are  gre^t  indeed ; but  if  you  refufe'to  gratify  their  reafon- 
, ble  defires,  if  youftifledhe  petitions  of  the  people,  if  you  de- 
prive yourfelves  of  their  confidence,  if  you  'feekto  fhelter 
yourfelves  under  the  umbrage  and  protection  of  the  other  ' 
parts  of  the  legiflature,  you  are  NOTHING  ; — nothing' 
when  contradiftinguifiied  and  fet  in  oppofition  to  the  fenfe, 
defires,  and  opiriions  of  the  collective  body  of  the  people. 

' I have  faid,  my  Lords,  that  the  condudt  of  the  Volun- 
teers, or  of  the  people,  has  been  decent  and  moderate,  I have 
• not  the  honour  to  be  a delegate  j I prefume  too  much  in  be  . 
ing  a fponfor.  But  I will  go  further  5 their  fubfequent  con- 
duct will  be  as  proper  and  as  moderate,  and  the  morning 
fun,  which  Biall  enlighten  this  land,  will  fee  and  verify  the 
prediction. 


VoL.  L 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

(St(iU  of  public  accounts  tn  1783.  &peaker*s  fpeech  on  prefeniing 
the  money  bills.  State  of  manufaEltires . Proceedings  of  the  ' 
Citizefis  of  Dublin,  Addrefs  to  the  people.  Petition  to  the 
King.  Profecutions  againjl  public  magijlraies.  Second  attempt 
of  Mr.  Flood  to  introduce  a bill  for  reform.  Debates  thereon, 
Reje5led, 


FLOOD^S  propofed  bill  having  proved  frultlefs^ 
and  the  public  hope  being  thus  difappointed,  another  at»- 
tempt  for  Parliamentary  reform  was  made  the  following 
year,  which  we  fliall  ftate  hereafter. 

Several  printers  of  public  Newfpap  ers  fell  under  the  cen> 
fure  of  Parliament  during  this  feffion,  fome  profecutions  were 
carried  on  againft  them,  arid  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  became 
mow  a fubjedt  of  general  confideration. 

It  appears  by  the  public  accounts,  that  the  national  debt 
at  lady-day  1783  amounted  to  919, 386  5/  7|,  and  the 
peniion  lift  to  ^.186,183  i8i  aii  The  Speaker  on  prefenting 
the  money  bills  in  the  ufual  form,  exprefsed  himfelf  as  fol- 
lows. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency,” , 

“ Hiftory  can  not  furnlfti  many  inftances  of  focli  remarka-* 
ble  wants  as  have  happened  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  feveii 
years  j of  thefe  none  are  more  worthy  of  obfervation  than 
X ' the 
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the  changes  in  the  human  mind,  and  the  more  fo,  bccaufc 
they  have  been  produced  by  caufe's,  from  which  they  were 
the  leafi  to  have  been  expected. — New  tenets,  more  confo- 
nant  to  the  principles  of  humanity  and  jiiftice,  have  been  uni- 
verfally  ’adopted  in  civil  and  religious  policy  *,  thefe  are  the 
happy  but  unexpected  fruits  of  the  calamities  of  war. — In 
other  countries  national  benefits  may  have  compenfated  for 
national  misfortunes;  but  it  has  been  the  peculiar  felicity  of 
tills  kingdom  to  acquire  the  former,  without  feeling  the  feve- 
rities  of  the  latter; — to  her  fteady  virtue  fhe  owes  thefe  at- 
tainments, and  by  her  virtue  I am  confident  fhe  will  pre- 
ferve  them,  and  tranfmit  to  pofterity  unimpaired  the  Britijb 
conftitution,  the  very  efience  of  which  is  liberty  and  order.* 
Good^government  and  liberty  are  infcparable — they  are  ne- 
ceflary  to  and  mutually  fupport  each  other,  and  neither  can 
exift  without  the  other.  The  Commons,  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  this  feffion,  have  direCled  their  attention  to 
thefe  important  objeCls  which  were  fo  wifely  recommended 
to  them  by  your  Excellency,  to  improve  and  fecure  thofe 
advantages  which  had  been  acquired  in  the  laft  Parliament  j 
they  have  alfo  made  provifion,  without  laying  new  burdens 
on  the  people,  for  the  honourable  fupport  of  his  Majefty's 
Government,  and  for  the  difeharge  of  the  arrears  upon  the 
eftablifhments  5 and  they  have  the  fullefi  confidence  that 
your  Excellency  will  reprefent  them  to  his  Majefty  as  loyal, 
dutiful,  and  afFeCbionate  fubjeCls.”  * 

The  revenue  flill  continued  to  be  unequal  to  the  expences, 
and  300,000!.  was  ordered  to  be  borrowed  towards  fuppjy- 
ing  the  deficiencies;  alfo  50,000!.  was  to  be  advanced  as  a 
loan  to  the  undertakers  of  the  Grand  Canal,  upon  fecurity 
given  ; and  25,000!.  as  a loan  to  Capt.  Brccke,  to  fupport  and 
B b 2 employ 
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(Employ  the  nianiifa£lurers  by  him  eftablifhed  in' the  cotton 
line  at  ProJperouSy  * in  the  county  Kildarcy  upon  his  giving 
fecurity  for  paying  the  ihtereft  half-yearly  into  the  Treafurjv 
and  the  principal  at  Lady-^ay  1794.  Thefe  fums  were  to 
be  raifed  upon  debenturesj  or  treafury  bills,  aided  by.  one  or 
more  lotteries,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Chief  Governor,  f 

In  1 784  public  credit  received  a fevere  fhock,  and  our  ma- 
nufacturers being  unemployed  experienced  the  grcateil 
wretchednefs.  Thoufands  crowded  the  ftreets  of  Dublin 
'in  an  almoft  famifhed  condition — and  it  became  necellary  to 
'afford  them  fome  temporary  relief  by  public  fubfcriptions,. 
which  on  this  occafion  i^srere  liberally  entered  into. 

The  populace  however  frequently  allembled'  and  commit- 
ted unjufflirable  outrage  *,  they  attacked  the  houfes  and  per- 
fons  of  feveral  Ihopkeepers  whb  were  fufpecled  of  not  adhe- 
ring to  the  fpirit  of  the  non-importation  agreement,  and 
they  proceeded  after  the  American  fafhion  to  the  defpcrate 
^meafure  of  “ tarring  and  feather  Some  few  fell  within 

the  reach  of  their  refentment,  and,  received  this  punifhment 
■ accordingly,  and  in  one  inftance  the  mob  proceeded  to  fucff 
extremities,  that  one  of  the  High  Sheriff,-  f in  endeavouring 
' to  fuppreis  them,  received  a fevere  wound  in  the  head. — 
Matters  would  have  proved  of  ffill  more  ferious  confequence,. 

had 


This  vJliige  wa?  newly  erected,  and  defigned  bv  Mr.  Brooke,  for  car- 
' rying  cm  the ‘Cotton  manufa<^lure  in  difierent  branches  to  an  extenfive  de- 
■ gree.  The  attempt  unfortunately  happened  to  fail.  ‘ Mr.  Breoke  becaav? 
a debtor  to  Parliament,  and  the  village  has  fiuce  decayed.- 
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.had  not  a party  of  the  military,  headed  by  another  magif- 
trate,  fortunately  came  to  the  Sheriff’s  afliftanoe. 

As  the  principal  objedtion  to  the  introdudcion  of  Mr, 
IHood’s  bill  for  a parlij^entary  reform,  was  that  it-  originated 
.with  an  armed  body,  it  was  new  thought  expedient  to  at- 
tempt this  meafure  in  a way  lefs  exceptionable.  The  She- 
riffs and  chief  magiftrates  were  therefore  now  called  upon  to 
convene  the  inhabitants  of  their  refpecSiive  counties  to  difr 
cufs  this  meafure — and  .fucli  a meeting  havipg  been  held  at 
iOublin  on  yth  June,  1784,  at  wdiich  the  High  Sheriffs  pre-n 
■iided,  the  following  refolutions  y/ere  agreed  to,  viz. — ■ 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  prefent  Irnperfec^  repre- 
jentation,  and  the  long  duration  of  Parliaments,  are  uncon- 
ftitutional,  and  Intolerable  grievances. 

Refolved  unanircouily,  Tlia,t  the  voice  of, the  Commons  of 
Ireland  is  no  lefs  neceffary  for -every  legiflative  puruofe,  than 
.that  of  either  the  Sovereign  or  the  Lords  ; and  therefore 
ihe  people  claim  it  as  their  juft,  inherent,  and  unalienable 
privilege,  to  correeft  abufes  in'  the  reprefentation,  wdiei;ever 
fuch  abufes  fhall  have  fo  encrcafed  as  to  deprive  them  of 
their  conftitutional  (hare  in  their  own  government, 

Refolved  unanimouily.  That  the  people  of  Ireland  have, 
and  always  had  a clear,  unalienable,  indefeafible  right  to  a 
frequency  of  election,  as  well  as  to  an  adequate  and  equal 
reprefentation,  founded  upon  ftronger  grounds  than  that  of 
any  aft  or  afts  of  Parliament  •,  and  that  the  attainment  of 
thofe  conftitutional  important  objefts,  is  the  moft  effeftual 
expedient  for  reftoring  and  fecuring  the  independence  of 
Parliament.^'  ’ 

Refolved  unanimouily,  Thajt  the  prefent  inadequate  re- 
prefentaticn,  and  the  long  duration  of  Parliaments,  deftro-y 

B b 3 that 


3S2  Collectanea  l5olit{ca, 

that  balance  \frhich  by  our  conditutlon  fhoulcl  fubfift  be- 
tween the  three  eltates  of  the  Legiflature,  render  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  independent  of  the  people, 
procure  determined  majorities  In  favour  of  every  Adminif- 
tration,  and  threaten  either  an  abfolute  monarchy,  or  that 
ftiil  more  odious  government,  a tyrannical  ariflocracy. 

Refoived  unatiimoufly,  That  the  majority  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  is  not  chofen  by  the  people,  but  returned  by 
the  mandates  of  Peers  of  the  realm  and  others,  either  for 
indigent  boroughs,  where  fcarcc  any  inhabitants  refide,  or 
for  confiderable  cities  and  towns,  where  the  ele£hve  power 
is  veiled  in  a few. 

Refoived  unanimoiifly,  That  the  venality  and  corruption 
of  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Commons,  evinced  by  the  many 
arbitrary  a6ls  palTed  in  the  lafi:  feflion,  and  the  contempt 
and  indignity  with  which  they  treated  the  applications  and 
petitions  of  the  conftituent  body,  oblige  us  now  to  requeft 
the  people  at  large  to  unite  with  us  in  the  attainnient  of  a 
more  adequate  reprefentation,  and  in  petitions  to  the  Throne 
for  a dilTolution  of  the  prefent  Parliament. 

Pefolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  flrength  of  a nation  con- 
iifls  in  the  union  of  its  inhabitantso 

• Refoived  (with  one  dlfTenting  voice).  That  a participa- 
tion In  general  rights  muft  for  ever  engage  mankind  to  ope- 
rate mo(b  effectually  for  each  other. 

Refoived  therefore  (with  one  diiTenting  voice),  .That  to 
extend  the  right  of  fuffrage  to  our  Roman  Catholic  brethren, 
STILL  preserving  IN  ITS  PULLEST  EXTENT  THE  PRESENT 
Protestant  Government  of  this  country,  would  be  a 
ineafure  fraught  with  the  happleft  confequences,  and  would 
be  highly  conducive  to  civil  liberty* 
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Rcfolved  unanimoufly’,  that  a committee  of  2 1 :Gentle- 
jmen  be  now  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  people, 
requefting  their  co-operation  with  us  5 and  alfo,  a petitiori 
^^0  his  Majefty,  {fating  our  grievances,  and  prayit-g  a diCo- 
lution  of  the  prefent  corrupt  Parliament,  in  whom  we  can- 
not place  any  truft  or  confidence,  and  that  they  report  the 
fame  to  this  body  on  Monday  the  2 iff  June  inh. 

The  Committee  having  at  a future  meeting  made  their 
*eport,  the  foi>>wing  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland  waj; 
pgreed  to  and  publifned : — 

friends  and  Countrpnefi) 

Permit  us,  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Bublln,  with 
all  the  affefVion  due  to  fello\y-fubje6ts,  and  that  anxiety 
which  every  citizen  muft  feel  for  his  native  country,  to  ad- 
drefs you  on  the  moft  important  fubjecfl;  that  ever  engrolTed 
the  attention  of  a free  people.  ^ 

Long  and  painfully  have  we  endyred.  In  common  with 
you  all,  the  miferies  arifing  from  the  abufe  of  power,  and 
the  well-known  defefls  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  reprsfentatioa 
- in  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament — defeeSV,  tending  to 
the  total  annihilation  of  our  boafted  form  of  government ; 
and  productive  of  the  higheft  oppreflion  to  the  inhabitants 
pf  this  loyal  and  independent  Ration. 

It  is  with  reluctance  we  find-.ourrejves  ccmpelled  to  enter 
into  a detail  of  grievances,' which  being  felt  by  all,  cannot 
be  unknown  to  any.- — whilft  we  conhder  it  prudent  to 
juftify  our  proceedings  to  the  world,  muft  intreat  your 
indulgence,  if  we  ftate  particulars  which  might  otherwife 
he  thought  unneceftary. 

. • Perfectly  fenfible  .muft  you  be  of  that  ariftocratic  influ- 
ence which  has  rendered  the  reprefentation  of  the  people* 

B b 4 merely 
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merely  nominal,  and  deftroyed  that  equal  balance  In  the 
three  eftates  of  the  legislature,  on.  which  alone  depends  the 
.exiitence  of  our  glorious  conftitution. — You  have  beheld 
the  charters  granted  to  divers  boroughs  in  this  kingdom, 
intitiing  the  bodies  thereby  incorporated  to  a return  of  rev 
prefentatives,  abufed  and  perverted  to  the  moft  deftrudtive 
purpofes — infomuch  that  the  intention  of  the  Crown  in 
eftabiilhing  thefe  borough  towns,  has  been  fruftrated  by  the 
artful  pradices  of  deligning  men  : — And  perfons  returned 
to  Parliament  from  depopulated  places,  where  fcarce  any 
inhabitants  exilf,  or  for  confiderable  cities  and  towns,  w'here 
the  elective  franchife  is  condned  to  a few. — Nor  is  it  lefs  no- 
torious that  the  proprietors  of  the  foil,  where  fuch  depopu- 
lated boroughs  once  flood,  have  dared  to  ufurp  a power  of 
Idling  feats  to  Members  in  the  prefent  rioufe  of  Commons, 
and  by  fuch  unwarrantable  and  corrupt  means  have  thofe 
purchafers  beebme  illegal  reprefentatives  Of  the  people. 

Convinced  by  dear-bought  experience  of  the  many  evils 
from  hence  aiiling,  we  have  joined  in  every  meafure  to 
obtain  redrefs,  which  has  hitherto  been  pointed  out  to  us 
by  the  complaining  voice  of  an  injured  and  infulted  king- 
dom— but  unhappily  we  have  as  yet, found  every  attempt  in- 
effliduai  to  reflore  die  conflitution  to  its  pure  and  primitive 
principles. 

In  vain  did  the  noble  aiTertors  of  liberty,  ccjrapofmg  the 
Volunteer  army  of  Ireland — (arrayed  and  embodied  at  their 
ovu)  expence, — the  unexampled  protectors  of  their  country 
againft  foreign  foes  and  dorneflic  ufurpation) — adjuft  by 
their  delegates,  agreeable  to  the  deflre  of  this  nation,  3 
more  equal  reprefentation,  folemnly  and  deliberately  agreed 
upon. — In  vain  did  the  united  voice  of  the  elcclors  of  this 
kingdom,  through  every  free  county,  city,  and  borough, 
declare  itfeif  in  favour  of  fuch  plan  of  reform — and  inftrufi 
«their  feveral  reprefentatives  to  fupportf?he  fame. — In  vaiq, 

was 
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was  an  attempt  made  by  the  real  friends  of  their  country  tn 
introduce  fuch  plan  into  Parliament,  and  obtain  it  the  fanc- 
tion  of  a law. — The  baneful  influence  of  corruption  and  ve^ 
nality  prevented  any  fuccefs  *,  and  with  equal  folly  and  au- 
dacity, were  the  juftifiable  demands  of  the  people  treated 
with  ignominy  and  contempt. 

Had  the  perfons  thus  obtruded  into  the  Parliament  of  this 
kingdom  confldered  it  with  a due  degree  of  juftice  and  mo- 
deration, poflibly  the  legality  of  their  title  to  a fhare  in  its 
legiflature  might  have  remained  unexamined  or  at  leaft 
uncontroverted.  But  w^hen  ufurpation  is  followed  by  injury 
and  infult,  that  nation  mufl:  be  compofed  of  Haves  indeed, 
which  can  tamely  fubmit,  without  any  exertion  in  its  de- 
fence. 

But  the  policy  of  our  oppreflbrs  loft  light  of  this  principle 
— and  not  content  hvith  the  exerclfe  of  an  authority  uncon- 
ftitutionally  derived,  they  have  extended  it  to  the  entire  de- 
fl;ru<ftion  .of  our  moll:  valuable  rights,  and  our  civil  and  com- 
mercial interefts. 

Hence  it  is  that  during  the  laft  fefl^on  of  Parliament  the 
moft  wanton  and  reiterated  a(fl:s  of  oppreflipn  have  been  mul- 
tiplied— perfonal  liberty  has  been  rendered  infecure — pro- 
te<^ling  duties  (adopted  by  every  wilis  nation)  refuled — our 
chartered  rights  infringed — the  fubjs^t  unconftitutionally 
and  illegally  imprifoned-^the  trial  by  jury  in  many  inftances 
fufpendedt — Hie  freedom' cf  tlieprefs,  (that  grand  palladium 
of  all  our  liberties)  violated — an  infamous  power  given  tq 
expofe  and  reffrain  private  correfliondence~a  large  Handing, 
army  kept  up  in  the  time  of  profound  peace— that  badge  of 
flavery  the  ftamp  a^V,  fo  difgracefuKy  altered,  as  to  make  it 
a fbili  greater  grievance — and  taxation  unneceflarily  augmen- 
ted, to  the  general  ruin  of  the  nation, Such  are  the  pro- 

ceedings of  H Parliament  in  wdiich  the  iMeaxbers  of  the  Houfe 
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of  Commons  do  «ot  really  reprefent  the  people — but  have 
become  the  reprefentation  of  an  overgrown  and  overbearing 
ariftocracy,  raifed  upon  the  ruins  of  our  rights  and  privile- 
ges ; whereby  the  original  purpofe  of  the  democratic  branch 
of  the  legi filature  is  defeated — the  confiitution  effectually 
deftroyed — and  inftead  of  being  a fhield  againft  unneceffary 
taxation,  the  Commons  are  rendered  the  hired  inftrument  to 
pillage  an  already  impoverifhed  and  diftreffed  people. 

Thus,  fellow-ful^eCts  and  countrymen,  is  all  confidence  ift 
Parliament,  and  the  dignity  thereof,  deftroyed — the  truft  of 
reprefentation  betrayed — the  inftruCtions.of  the  conftituent 
body  of  the  people  difobeycd— conn;nercial  interefts  negleCt- 
cd — and  emigration  confeqnently  promoted,  to  the  great  dif- 
couragement  of  population  and  the  diminution  of  the  nati- 
onal Wealth  ; and  thus  doth  experience  evince,  that  a Houfe 
of  Commons  under  the  lindue  influence  of  either  of  the  tw<) 
other  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  is  ever  ready  to  betray  the 
moft  facred  rights  of  the  people  ; and  we  find  that  Parlia- 
ments chofenas  they  now  are,  and  continuing  for  eight  years 
as  they  now  do,  will  ever  be  compofed  for  the  moft  part  of 
perfons  under  the  guidance  of  particular  noblemen  and  others, 
folely  aiming  at  and  perpetually 'contending  fpr  , the  power 
and  emoluments  of  offlee. 

Enjoying  the  advantages  lately  held  out  to  us  by  our  fifter 
kingdom,  who  with  equal  juftice  and  magnanimity,  unequi- 
quivocally  acknowledged  and  reftored  to  us  pur  right  of  ex- 
clufive  legiflature,  and  to  maintain  a ftriCt  amity'Vith  Whom, 
is  not  lefs  our  inclination  than  our  intereft,  vye  have  to 
regret  that  internal  fttuation  of  our  own  country— -that  cor- 
ruption and  venality  which  pervades  our  Senate,  and  thofe 
defers  already  pointed  out  in  our  Legiflature,  which  pre- 
vent  our  purfuing  means,  that  under  the  free  enjoyment  of 
our  conftitution,  and  with  the  prudent  direction  of  virtuous 
rulers,  might  render  us  a profperous,  happy,  and  united 
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. Falling  in  every  other  mode  of  redrefs,  we  have  been  now 
induced  to  approach  the  Throne,  by  an  humble  i xltion, 
praying  the  diffblution  of  the  prefent  Parliament,  and^  feek* 
ing  that  relief  from  our  raofl  gracious  Sovereign,  whicih  has 
been  indignantly  and  intemperately  refufed  by  thofe  who 
affume  to  be  the  delegated  fervants  ,of  the  people.  Nor  do 
we  doubt  of  fuccefs,  if,  meeting  with  the  approbation  of  our 
fellow-fubjecls  (which  can  alone  render  effeflual  this  falutary 
and  neceflary  meafure),  we  fhall  be  fupported  by  their  warm, 
and  zealous  co-operation  in  bringing  thofe  national  griev- 
ances to  the  ear  of  Majefty. 

Convinced  of  the  neceiHry,  we  cannot  however  prefumc 
to  point  out  any  fpecific  mode  for  a parliamentary  reform  in 
the  reprefentation  of  the  people  : — That,  in  which  ALL  arc 
equally  concerned,  muft  receive  from  ALL  their  approba- 
tion and  fu pport.  We  cal]  ppon  you  therefore,  and  thus 
conjure  you,  that  in  this  important  work  you  join  with  us  as 
h'^iow-fubjeefts,  countrymen,  and  friends,  as  men  embarked 
in  the  general  eauj'^,  to  reinoye  a general  calamity  ; and  for 
this  we  propoft!  mat  five  perfons  be  elected  from  each  county, 
city,  and  great  town  in  this  kingdom,  to  meet  in  national 
congrefs  at  feme  conyenient  place  in  this  city  on  Monday  the 
i5th  day  of  October  next,  there  to  (ieliberate,  digeft  and  de- 
termine on  fuch  meafures  as  may  feem  to  them  moft  condu- 
cive to  re-eftablilh  the  conftitution  on  a pure  and  permanent 
balls,  and  fecure  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom  peace, 
liberty,  and  fafety.  ‘ ’ 

And  whilft  we  thus  contend,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  for  our 
conftitutional  rights  and  privileges,  we  recommend  to  your 
'confideration  the  hate  of  our  differing  fellow-fubjeas,  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  this  kingdom,  whofe  emancipation  from 
the  refiraints  under  which  they  ftill  labour,  we  confider  not 
only  as  equitable,  but  eflentially  conducive  td  the  general 
union  and  profperity  of  the  kingdom. 


Trufting 
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Trufling  With  the  mofl  perfeft  confidence  in  your  concur- 
rence and  fupport,  we  entertain  the  ftrongeft  hopes  of  free- 
ing our  country  from  that  yoke  of  bondage,  which  domehic 
enemies  have  thus  imppfed  on  it.  The  majeiby  of  the  people 
will  then  re-afiiime  its  proper  influence  in  the  guidance  of 
the  State  ; and  Divine  Providence,  knowing  the  juftice  of 
our  caufe,  will  gracioufly  afljfl:  us  in  obtaining  thofe  rights 
to  which  we  are  entitled  by  the  laws  of  GOD  and  NA- 
TURE. 

ALEX.  KIRKPATRICK,  Tun.  1 
BENJAMIN  SMITH, 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  petition  or  remonftrance  to 
bis  Majefty,  which  was  alfo  agreed  to  by  the  aggregate  meet- 
ing — 

Tc  the  jj^ING*s  IVioJl  Excellent  Majejly, 

*The  humble  Petition  pf  the  Freemen,  Freeholders,  and  Inhale 
tatits  of  the  Citi)  of  Jyuhlin, 

Mcft  gracious  Sovereign,  j 

Permit  us,  your  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjecis,  with  eyery  fen- 
timent  of  duty  and  attachment  to  your  JSIajefly’s  perfon, 
family,  and  government,  to  approach  the  throne  with  the 
greateft  refpedt  and  humility,  to  lay  a national  ^ievance  of 
the  higheil:  importance  to  your  crown  and  dignity,  and  tp 
the  liberties  and  properties  of  your  people  of  Ireland,  at 
your  Majefly’s  feet. 

The  grievance  your  dlftreffed  fubjefis  thus  humbly  pre- 
fame to  lay  before  vour  Majefty,  is  the  prefent  illegal  and 
inadequate  reprefenta**  is  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom  in 
Parliament. — illegal,  becu^  u the  returns  of  Members  for  bo- 
roughs'are  not  agreeable  to  the  charters  granted  for  that 
purp-ofe  by  the  Crown  ; and  inadequate,  becaufe  there  are  as 

many 
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many  Members  returned  for  each  of  thofe  boroughs,  by  a 
few  voters,  as  are  returned  for  any  county  or  city  in  this 
kingdom. 

Born  in  a country  where  your  petitioners,  from  their  ear- 
lieft  infancy,  were  taught  to  believe  the  laws  for  their  go- 
vernment paded  through  a Houfc  of  Commons  elected  by 
the  people,  they  conceived  their  liberties  founded  on  the 
moft  firm  bads  ; but  finding  laws  pafled,  inimical  as  well  to 
your  Majefty’s  crown  as  their  rights  (which  are  infeparable), 
they  were  led  into  a minute  enquiry  of  the  caufe,  and  difco- 
vering  the  fame  to  proceed  from  the  prefent  infufficient 
mode  of  reprefentation,  and  the  long  duration  of  Parliament, 
.which  render  even  the  few  Members  who  are  conftitution- 
ally  eledled,  nearly  independent  of  their  conftituents — they 
now  mofi:  humbly  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Majefty,  that 
men  thus  elected  ceafe  to  have  any  weight  with  your  people. 

It  is  to  the  grand  caufe  of  ariftocratic  influence  (jealous,  as 
all  inordinate  power  mu  ft  be,  of  whatever  may  tend  to  fhake 
its  eftablifhment),  and  to  the  mifreprefentations  which  have 
been  tranfmitted  to  your  Majefty,  of  your  faithful  fubjeefts  of 
Ireland,  that  we  attribute  many  arbitrary  and  alarming  pro- 
ceedings in  the  laft  fefllori  of  our  Parliament. 

A bill  for  the  more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  (the 
defire  of  millions  of  your  faithful  fubjefls),  has  been  refufed 
even  a difcufiioii  in  our  Parliament. 

• Protedlion  has  been  denied  to  our  infant  trade  and  manu- 
factures, which  England  thinks  neceflafy  to  the  maturity  and 
vigour  of  hers. 

A violent  attack  has  been  made  on  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
— that  fupplement  to  the  laws,  and  palladium  of  liberty — a 
terror  only  to  tyrants  and  apoftates. 


Alarming 
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Alarming  reftricSlions  on  the  commercial  and  friendly 
communications  of  your  Majefty’s  fubjeds,  have  been  impo- 
fed  by  the  poft-office  acSl. 

A general  fyftem  of  prodigality  Teems  to  have  been  adopt* 
cd,  for  the  purpofe  of  burdening  our  trade,  and  damping  all 
Tpirit  of  induftry  : and  emigrations  confequently  eucouraged, 
and  now  encreafing  to  an  alarming  degree. 

A manifeff  infringement  has  been  made  on  the  ancient 
and  facred  charters  of  the  capital  of  this  realm  ; and  inftead 
of  the  conTtitutional  trial  by  jury,  a novel  tribunal  inftituted, 
from  vvhofe  fentence  there  lies  no  appeal. 

It  is  with  infinite  concern  we  are  obliged  to  add,  that  your 
Maj'efty’s  Minifters  in  this  kingdom  have  affilfed  in  all  the 
meafures  of  which  we  thus  humbly  complain — a circumllance 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  your  IVlajeity  has  lately  thought 
it  necefifary  to  appeal  to  the  Britiili  elecftors  at  large,  againft 
the  power  of  an  ariftocracy, — and  as  your  Majedy^s  firft  Mi- 
nifter  in  England  has  virtuoufly  declared  himleif  friendly  to 
the  principal  meafure  which  has  been  here  rejefted — we 
mean  a more  equal  reprefent'ation  of  the  people — convinced 
that  an  overbearing  ariftocracy  is  not  leTs  hodile  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  fubjedf,  than  to  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown. 

We  farther  entreat  your  Majedy’s  permldion  to  condemn 
that  remnant  of  the  penal  code  of  laws,  which  dill  opprefies 
our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-fubjecfs  ; laws  which  tend  to 
proliibd  education  and  liberality,  redrain  certain  privileges, 
and  to  proferibe  indudry,  love  of  liberty,  and  patriotifm. 

Deeply  adeeded  by  thefe  national  calamities,  we,  your 
Majedy’s  faithful  and  loyal  fubjeefs,  the  citizens  of  Dublin, 
do  therefore  mod  humbly  beg  leave  to  fupplicate  your  Ma- 
jefty,  that  you  will  be  gracioudy  pleafed  to  excrcife  your 

royal 
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royal  inclination  to  adopt  with  decifion  and  efFe£l,  whatever 
your  hlajefty  fhould  collect  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the  people. 

That  your  Majefty  may  enjoy  every  felicity  through  a long 
and  glorious  reign,  over  loyal  and  happy  fubjedts,  and  that 
your  defeendants  may  inherit  your  feveral  dominions  till 
time  fliall  be  no  more,  is,  and  always  will  be,  our  hneere 
and  fervent  prayer. 

Signed  by  order, 

ALEX.  KIRKPATRICK. 

BENJAMIN  SMITH. 

f 

This  petition  was  prefented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  * by 
the  High  Sheriffs,  with  an  addrefs  to  his  Excellency  requeft- 
ing  it  might  be  tranfmitted  ; to  which  they  received  the  fol- 
lowing anfwer  : 

Gentlemen, 

**  At  the  fame  time  that  I comply  with  your  requeft,  in 
tranfmitting  to  his  Majefty  a paper  ftgned  by  you,  entitled  a 
petition  of  the  freemen,  freeholders,  and  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  I fhall  not  fail  tO' convey  my  entire' dilappro- 
bation  of  it,  as  calling  unjuft  refledtlons  upon  the  laws  and 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  and  tending  to  weaken  the  authority 
of  both.” 

Thefe  proceedings  of  the  city  of  Dublin  were  feconded^ 
by  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  ; but  the  whole  was  fruftrated 
by  the  interpofttlon  of  Government,  and  profecutions  by  in- 
formation, See,  vrere  commenced  againft  different  perfons  by 
whom  ftich  aggregate  meetings  had  been  affembled.  The 
High  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Dublin  (then  Henry  Stevens 

Reilly, 

* The  Duke  of  Rutland  was  at  thi*  time  Viceroy,  having  fucceeded 
Lord  Northipgton  in  Feb.  1784. 
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Reilly,  Efqr),  was  fentenced  to  fine  and  imprifonment  by  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench  *,  however,  after  a few  days  confine- 
ment, he  was  liberated,  and  the  fine  reduced,  on  acknow- 
ledging his  erroi*,  and  -making  a public  apology  in  that 
Court. 

Though  Mr.  Flood  failed  in  the  manner  before  flated,  in 
bringing  forward  his  intended  bill  of  reform,  he  neverthelel's 
foon  afterwards  made  another  attempt,  and  moved  in  the 
Heufe  of  Commons  for  leave  to  bring  in  “ a bill  to  rectify 
certain  defecSls  in  the  reprefent^tion  of  the  people.”  After 
fome  debate  leave  was  given,  and  the  bill  being  accordingly 
introduced,  a further  debate  commenced  upon  the  third 
re'ading  of  it  : this  was  began  by  Mr.  John  Monck  Mafo7i. — 
* I fhall  leave  it  (faid  he)  to  other  Gentlemen  to  point  out 
to  the  Houfe  the  abfurdities  of  the  plan  that  is  now  before 
you,  and  fhall  confine  myfelf  merely  tp  the  principle  of  the 
till,  and  the  reafons  dated  in  fupport  of  it  by  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman by  whom  it  was  introduced,  and  the  feveral  petitions 
that  He  on  your  table,  » 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  has  faid,  that  our  prefent  mode  of 
reprefentation  is  a novelty,  and  that  what  he  contends  for 
is  not  an  innovation,  but  merely  a reftoration  of  the  antient 
conflitution  ; and  in  the  feveral  petitions  it  feems  to  be  laid 
down  as  an  incontrovertible  maxim,  that  equality  of  repre- 
fentation is  a fundamental  principle  of  the  Englifli  conftitu- 
tion  5 an  adertion  which,  I acknowledge,  thefe  people  may 
fupport  by  the  authority  of  feveral  modern  publications,  the 
productions  of  ingenious  and  fpeculative  men,  who  in  their 
vacant  moments,  when  they  have  nothing  elfe  to  do,  ainufe 
themfelves  with  delineating  afantafticalform  of  government, 
which  they  are  pleafed  to  cQtitl<?  the  conftitution  of  England ; 
and  in  deducing  a feries  of  political  aphorifms,  which  they 

tell 
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tell  us  are  the  principles  of  that  conftitution  ; but  I am  con- 
fident they  cannot  lupport  this  alTertion  by  any  fadts 
recorded  in  the  general  or  parliamentary  hiftory  of  that 
country. 

If  the  conftitution  requires  an  equal  reprefentation  of  the 
people,  the  Gentlemen  vvifl  tell  us  in  what  year  of  what 
reign  that  Parliament  aflembled  in  which  the  people  were  ^ 
equally  reprefented.  If  equality  of  reprefentation  be  a prin- 
ciple of  the.conftitution,  they  will  point  out  to  us  the  period 
at  which  this  principle  had  effectual  operation  ; if  they  can- 
not do  that,  they  will  never  perl’uade  any  man  of  common 
fenfe  that  that  is  the  Enalifh  conflitution  which  never  was 

o 

known  to  exift  \ or  that  that  is  a principle  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  which  never  has  operated  for  a fingle  moment  of  time, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  prefent  hour. 

It  was  not  till  the  34th  of  Henry  Vllh  that  the  county 
and  city  of  Chefter  were  impowered  to  fend  Members  to 
ferve  in  Parliament ; it  was  not  till  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years  after,  in  tlie  25th  of  Charles  II.  that  this  power  was 
extended  to  the  county  and  city  of  Durham.  Could  this 
pofiibly  have  happened,  if  equality  of  reprefentation  were-a 
principle  of  the  Englilh  conflitution  ? In  both  thefe- cafes, 
fpccific  aifls  of  Parliament  were  confidered  as  requifite  to  in- 
veft  them  with  this  right.  Could  that  have  been  thought 
neceffary,  if  equality  of  reprefentation  were  a principle  of  the 
conftitution  ? 

But  to  put  this  matter  in  a ftronger  light,  it  has  ever  been 
the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  impofe  the  bur- 
den  or  extend  the  privilege  of  returning  Members  to  ferve 
in  Parliament,  to  any  communities  or  bodies  of  men  that  the 
King  thought  proper.  This  part  of  the  prerogatiVe  has 
been  conftantly  exercifed  without  difpute  or  controuV,  froia 
the  firif  inftitution  of  Parliament  to  the  time  of  th^  rnmlU'^ 
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ticn  : Is  it  poflible  that  this  power  (hould  even  have  exified 
for  a flngle  moment,  if  equality  of  reprefentation  were  a prin- 
ciple of  tlie  coniVitution  ? 

The  Reformers  thcmfelves  do  not  controvert  either  this 
power  of  the  Crown,  or  the  validity  of  the  charters  that  have 
been  formerly  granted  in  confequence  of  that  power  ; but 
they  alledge  that  many  of  the  boroughs  which  were  at  the 
time  the  charters  v/ere  granted,  In  a fiourifhlng  condition, 
are  now  depopulated  and  gone  to  decay.  With  refpeiSt  to 
thofe  boroughs  where  the  right  of  fufirage  is  veiled  in  the 
inhabitants  at  large,  I do  not  believe  that  the  affertion  is  true  5 
I believe  that  in  tlie  greater  part  of  thofe  towns  there  are 
as  many  Protedant  inhabitants  now  as  there  were  in  the 
reign  of  James  L and  with  refpecl  to  thofe  which  thefe  peo- 
ple call  the  rotten  boroughs,  where  the  right  of  fuffrage 
veiled  in  a few  perfons  only,  the  depopulation  of  the  places 
can  have  no  enect  upon  the  reprefentatives.  Belfaft  is  as 
nuich  a rotten  borough  as  Harriilown  ;■  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants is  nothing  to  the  purpofe,  for  thofe  inhabitants  could 
have  no  right  to  poll,  and  the  Members  for  fuch  boroughs 
are  returned  at  this  day  by  the  feif-fame  number  of  voters 
that  they  were  at  the  time  that  the  charters  were  granted. — 
i Will  therefore  aiTert  that  this  pretended  reform  is  not  a re- 
liovation  of  the  ancient  coriftitution,  but  ah  idle  and  dan- 
gerous innovation. 

fcheme  for  reforming  the  reprefentation  of  the  people 
was  propofed  in  the  Britiifi  Parliament  in  the  courfe  of  the 
iail  feliion,  and  was  introduced  by  a Gentleman  who,  at  an 
early  period  of  life,  is  already  fo  diilingiiiihed  for  his  virtue 
and  abilities,  that  he  bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  mod  illudri- 
ous  charaflers  that  country  has  ever  produced,  his  father  not 
excepted.  But  notwithdanding  the  powerful  fupport  it  de- 
rived from  fuch  reipedlable  authority,  the  meafure  was 
rejcclcd  by  that  wife  and  prudent  nation,  even  in  the  parox- 
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yfm  of  political  reformation.  They  could  not  be  infenfible 
of  the  defers  of  their  conftitution,  but  they  were  Jcnfible  of 
the  danger  of  tampering  with  it,  and  chole  rather  to  fujffer 
thole  defects  to  continue,  than  to  hazard  the  confequence  of 
breaking  in  upon  a lyftem  faneftified  by  the  wifdom  of  ages, 
and  under  which  they  had  flourhhed  for  fuch  a length  of 
time. 

Yet  if  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  prefent  deplor- 
able lituation  of  that  country,  fallen  from  the  higheft  pin- 
nacle of  glory,  to  a Bate  of  humiliating  diBrefs,  deprived  of 
half  her  empire,  weighed  down  with  a debt  of  240  millions, 
and  ^ harrafled  with  taxes  fo  various  and  complicated,  that 
thev  feem  to  have  exhauBed  the  invention  of  her  miniBers  ; 
If  the  people,  I fay,  in  this  Btuation  fliould  begin  to  fufpe^fc 
that  the  numberlefs  calamities  they  have  lately  fufiered  were 
owing  to  fome  inherent  defeeft  in  their  original  conBitution, 
and  wifh  to  amend  it,  it  would  not  be  furprifing  ; but  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  Biould  quarrel  with  a conBitution 
which  has  raifed  them  to  the  utmoft  Bimmit  of  their  wifhes, 
is  the  higheB  degree  of  folly  and  ingratitude  ; a conBitution 
under  which  they  have  To  lately  obtained  a full  reBitution  of 
their  natural  rights,  an  unlimited  freedom  of  commerce  ex- 
tended to  every  part  of  the  globe,  and  the  moB  perfecSt  de- 
gree of  judicial  and  legiflative  independence  that  any  nation 
upon  earth  has  ever  yet  enjoyed  , a conBitution,  in  Biort, 
which  has  put  them  in  poiTeBion  of  every  blefling  that  can 
render  a people  flourifhing  and  happy,  except  thofe  which 
no  conBitution  can  beBow,  and  which  are  only  to  be  acquired 
by  induBry,  fobriety,  and  obedience  to  the  laws  ; thefe  are 
the  only  bleflings  we  w’ant  to  make  us  the  happieB  nation 
upon  earth  5 thefe  are  the  virtues  which  every  honeB  man, 
every  true  patriot,  every  man  who  has  tlie  real  welfare  of  his 
country  at  heart,  Biould  endeavour  to  inculcate  on  the  minds 
of  the  people,  inBead  of  turning  their  brains  with  a political 
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jargon  wliich  tjiey  do  not  underftand,  and  v'lfionary  fyfiGms 
of  govehiinent,  Tliefe  are  the  virtues  that  will  render  us 
in  a fhort  time  a liatioh  of  hufbantdrinen  and  manufa£lurers, 
artificers  ancj  merchants  ; but  at  the  rate  we  now  go  on,  we 
bid  fair  to  be  a nation:  of  politicians  only,  and  fhall  appear  as 
ridiculous  to  all  the  rational  part  of  mankind,  as  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Sv/ift^s  imaginary  ifiand,  who  wafted  the  whole  of 
their  time  in  watching,  with  the  utmoft  anxiety  and  follci- 
tude",  every  change  and  motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies, 
whilft  their  wives  and  children  were  ftarvine;  at  home.  The 
complaints  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  are  extorted  from 
them  by  the  preflure  of  calamity ; but,  thank  Heaven  I the 
complaints  of  the  people  of  Ireland  are  excited  merely  by 
the  wantonnefs  of  profperity^ 

The  wanton  and  innovating  fplrlt  of  the  times  has  given 
rife  to  another  new  do(ftrine  in  this  country,  which  was  dili- 
gently propagated  at  the  laft  general  election,  and  feenjs  to 
have  been  intended  to  pave  the  way  for  this  pretended  refor- 
mation. The  doftrine  I mean  is  this,  that  the  reprefentatives 
are  bound  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  the  commands  of  their 
conftituents  v a do£trinc  repugnant  to  the  firft  principle  of 
the  conftitution,  which  is,  that  a Member,  when  elected, 
becomes  the  reprefentative  of  the  nation  at  large,  not  merely 
of  that  particular  place  that  returned  him  to  Parliament ; a 
doclrine  which  tends  to  deftroy  the  unity  of  the  State,  and 
to  degrade  the  dignity  o*  the  Houfe  ; for  if  this  doflrine  be 
eftabliftied,  you  are  no  longer  the  free  independent  reprefen- 
fatives  of  a great  and'  powerful  kingdom,  but  the  fettered 
deputies  of  a parcel  of  petty  communities ; united  indeed 
under  one  common  Sovereign,  but  as  diftin^l  from  cadi 
ether  as  the  cantons  of  Switzerland  or  the  provinces  of  Ame- 
rica. If  this  dodrine  is  to  prevail,  if  we  are  to  be  divided 
into  thefe  petty  communities,  it  is  juft  that  each  diftrid 
faculd  have  its  particular  reprefentatives  5 but  if  we  adhere 
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to  the  liberal  and  truly  conftitutional  principle,  that  each 
Member  is  the  reprefentative  of  the  nation  at  large,  every 
part  of  the  kingdom  is  equally  reprelented,  and, every  county 
of  the  kingdom  jias  not  "two  only^  but  three  hundred  tqjre- 
f^^tatives. 

an  infi:ance  of  the  happy  e£e<5ls  that  wpuld  attend  this 
new  do<rtrine,  let  me  recal  to  the  recollection  of  this  Houfe  to 
the  ridiculous  fcene  that  was  exhibited  on  the  floor  in  the 
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beginning  of  the  lafl'fe^on,  when  ^ honourable  .lM<:mber, 
by  order  of  his  cpnftituents,  poved,  that  the  bill  of  fupply 
.hiOuld  be  granted  fpr  fix  months  only.  On  the  dlvlflon,  he 
went  into  the  lobby,  and  was  foilou^ed  by  every  county 
.Member  In  the  Houfe,  a few  only  excepted,  who  walked 
acrofs  the  floor,  many  of  them  apologiling  with  their  looks 
and  geflures  for  the  abfurd  part  they  werea^I^ing,  and  deplor- 
ing at  once  their  oy/n  fervile  fltbjedlion,  and  the  folly  of  their 
conflituents. 

Yet  thefe,  we  are  told,  are  the  only  independent  Mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  ; independent  indeed  they  are — indepen- 
dent of  reafon — independent  of  judgment — independent  of 
choice— independent  of  every  kind  of  public  virtue,  which 
can  have  no  exiftence  without  free^agency. 

This  piece  of  reformation  originated  with  the  congrefs  of 
Dungannon,  who,  after  they  had  refelved  to  adopt  it,  direfl* 
ed  their  Secietary  to  write  circular  letters  to  every  meddling 
priefl,  every  political  mountebank,  whofe  names  they  had 
read  of  in  the  Englifli  newfpapers,  whom  they  rendered  the 
arbiters  of  the  Irifli  conftitution.  Thefe  letters  have  fince 
been  publi fired  by  authority  ; but  why  do  we  not  find 
amongfl  them  any  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  advocate  for  reform 
in  the  Britilli  Parliament  ? becaufe  they  well  know  that  the 
fentiments  of  Mr.  Pitt  were  not  congenial  to  their  own  ; — 
|hat  he  did  not  dellre  to  go  the  lengths  to  which  they  were 
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determined  to  proceed  ; his  fcheme  of  reform  was  confined 
to  an  addition  of  a certain  number  to  the  Members  for  coun- 
ties, and  great  communities.  That  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  ihoiild  prefume  to  disfranchife  their  own  conftitu- 
ents — that  they  fhould  attempt  to  deprive  of  their  chartered 
rights  and  moll  invaluable  privileges,  the  perfons  to  whofe 
bounty  they  were  indebted  for  their  feats,  and  whofe  confi- 
dence had  enabled  them  to  (frike  that  mortal  blow,  was  a 
rnondrous  idea,  that  never  entered  into  the  mind  of  that  vir- 
tuous man,  and  was  only  referred  for  that  felf-created  mon- 
ger, the  congrefs  of  Dungannon. 

I fhall  now  beg  leave  to  make  a few  obfervations  on  the 
inotives  and  confequences  of  this  pretended  reform.  The 
avowed  motive  is  a delire  to  diminilh  the  ariftocratic  power 
in  this  kingdom  ; but  I am  thoroughly  convinced  that  this 
plan  would  counteract  their  own  intentions,  and  increafe  the 
very  intereft  they  wilh  to  deftroy.  The  natural  confequence 
of  this  reform  will  be  to  throw  the  whole  weight  of  power 
and  influence  in  this  country  into  the  fcale  of  property,  and 
to  bar  for  ever  the  doprs  pf  this  Houfe  agair.fl:  rifing  genius 
or  expiring  virtyc^ 

I fliall  not  heufate  to  aflert,  that  Great  Britain  owes  the 
glory  from  which  /he  has  lately  fallen,  and  Ireland  the  glory 
to  which  fhe  has  arifen,  and  which  I hope  fhe  will  ever 
maintain,  to  thefe  very  rotten  boroughs  that  are  now  fo 
reprobated. 

You  cannot  but  remember  the  wretched  fltuation  of  Great 
Britain  in  175  /5  when  flie  had  France  alone  to  contend  with; 
fo  funk  were  the  power,  t^e  refources,  and  even  the  fpirit  of 
the  nation,  that  inftead  of  making  any  vigorous  effort 
^gainft  this  Angle  enemy,  flae  thought  it  neceflary  to  bring 
over  twelve  thoufand  German  troops  to  fave  her  from  inva- 
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fion.  Such  was  the  iituation  of  Great  Britain  when  ?Lord 
.Qliatham  took  the  helm ; and  fuch  was  the  effeS:  of  th.e 
fpirit  and  abilities  p/  this  one  man,  that  in  three  years  time 
the  French  were  driven  from  the  continent  of  America,  and 
deprived  cf  the  flneft  of  their  -Wed:  Indian  iflands;  Yet 
who  was  this  Mr.  Pitt  ? a younger  hrotlier  with  20qL 
a year  and  a cornetcy  of  horfe,  who  had  no  more  chance  of 
reprefenting  any  great  community  in  England  than  I have 
at  this  inflant.  .Had  he  not  been,returned  for  a rotten  bo- 
rough, he  might  have  lived  in  obfeurity,  and  his  virtues  had 
been  loft  tp  himfeif  and  to  hip  country.  What  diance  had 
Mr.  Burke,  who  is  an  honour  to  this  .cpuntry — what  chance 
had  Mr.  Fox,  whofe  abilities  are  the  objects  of  general  nd  mi- 
ration, of  reprefenting  the  cities  of  Briftol  and  Weftminftera 
if  they  had  not  firft  difplayed  their  abilities  by  reprefenting 
private  boroughs  ? 

Bui  toporpe  nearer  home,  I will  yenture  to  affert  that  you  ■ 
owe  the  emancipation  of  Ireland  to  thofe  boroughs.  I will 
venture  to  afteyt,  that  you  are  principally  indebted  for  the 
reftitution  of  ypur  yigUts  ;co  the  fpirit,  the  abilities,  the  perfe- 
verance  and  real  integrity  of  the  FJon.  .Gentleman  near  me  ; 
and  I am  fupported  in  this  afiertion  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  this  Hpufe,  and  the  univerfal  voice  of  the  people  at  that 
lime,  though  now  I find  he  has  loft  fome  part  of  his  popu- 
larity by  the  moft  virtuous  action  of  his  life — the  preferring 
the  real  fubftantlal  interefts  of  his  country  to  an  idle  punc- 
tilio. What  chance  had  this  Gentleman,  v/itli  all  his  abi- 
lities, of  reprefenting  any  but  a private  borough  r Who  were 
his  principal  aiTailants  in  this  great  revolution  ? Members 
for  rotten  boroughs.  I know  but  of  one  county  Member 
who  tooje  a diftihguiihed  pa,rt  on  that  occafion  5 I mean  the 
Right  Hon..  Gentleman  who  reprefents  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford, and  who  is  jufdy  entitled  to  the  lecond  place  in  the 
gratitude  of  the  public.  Had  this  meal’ure  taken  place  but 
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three  years  ago,  which  thefe  people  contend  for  as  necefTary 
to  their  freedom,  it  is  probable  that  Ireland  would  not  now 
be  free  *,  and  that  inhead  of  wafting  your  time  in  this  idle 
fpeculation,  you  would  now  be  deploring  the  fliackles  im- 
pofed  upon  your  trade,  or  the  power  ailumed  by  the  Britifli 
Parliament  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  country. 

, _ I flrall  conclude  with  conjuring  the  Gentlemen  who  hear 
me,  that  they  will  not  be  fuch  dupes  as  to  believe,  that  by 
pj;tfting  this  bill  they  will  fatisfy  the  people.  He  muft  be  a 
young  politician  indeed,  and  but  little  acquainted  with  the 
hiftory  of  mankind,  or  the  human  heart,  who  thinks  that  a 
people  can  be  fatisfted  with  concefilons.  If  it  was  poflible 
that  conceffions  could  fatisfy  a people,  would  there  at  this 
day  be  a murmur  in  Ireland  ? Beftdes,  the  people  have  a£Ved 
fairly  on  this  occafion — they  have  told  you  that  the  paffing 
of  this  bill  will  not  fatisfy  them.  This  pretended  reform  is 
only  the  ftrft  of  an  alphabet  of  innovations  which  the  con- 
grefs  of  Dungannon  have  voted  as  ncceflary  for  the  freedom 
of  the  people,  and  have  determined  to  purfue  ; though  they 
have  been  advifed  in  the  firft  inftance  to  lay  their  flioulders 
to  this  particular  objeef.  If  you  yield  to  them  in  this  point 
they  will  attack  you  on  fome  other,  and  fo  proceed  from  in- 
novation to  innovation,  till  they  have  fubverted  your  confli- 
tution  both  in  church  and  ftate  ; this  is  therefore  the  time  to 
reiift  their  incroachments. 

Gir  Hercules  hargrijlie. — I am  glad  this  great  quefticn, 
which  has  fb  much  engaged  the  public  mind,  and  been  agi- 
tated with  fo  much  induftry  from  one  extremity  of  the  king- 
dom to  the  other,  has  at  length  been  brought  before  Parlia- 
ment ; and  it  is  now  our  duty  to  give  it  a full,  a free,  and  a 
patient  difcuftion.  If  the  evil  that  it  fuppofes  has  exiftence, 
and  the  remedy  it  offers  be  adequate  and  fafe^  it  will  have 
many  poi^erful  adyocates  here  \ on  the  other  hand,  if  it 
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ftates  defe^ls  that  do  not  exlft,  and  offers  remedies  that  are 
neither  fafe  nor  applicable,  it  is  better  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons fhould  decide  againft  it  at  once,  that  the  people  may 
no  longer  be  difturbed  or  deceived  by  it.  And  now  let  me 
fay,  if  I wanted  any  new  proof  of  the  fuperior  excellence  of 
our  happy  conflitutioii,  that  alteration  was  unnecedary  and 
amendment  imprafbcable,  the  plati  of  reform  now  read  at 
your  table  would  furnifh  ample  teftimony ; for  when  two 
Gentlemen  of  fuch  diftinguifhed  abilities,  affifled  by  delibe- 
rative affemblies  in  their  own  country,  and  enlightened  by 
the  oracles  that  have  been  confulted  in  another  country — 
when  Gentlemen,  of  fuch  talents,  fo  affifted^  have  at  length, 
produced  fuch  a plan  of  reform,  I am  juftified  in  thinking 
that' the  taflc  is  beyond  the  flrength  of  mun  ; and  convinced 
us  I am,  that  our  prefent  conftitution,  in  its  prefent  condi- 
tion, is  competent  to  every  degree  of  civil  liberty,  I muff 
alfo  be  convinced  that  amendment  is  a dream,  and  alteration 
would  not  be  wifdom, 

Confider  now.  Sir,  the  plan  before  you — confider  it  impar- 
tially, and  tell  me,  is  it  founded  in  any  one  principle  which 
it  profeffes  ? Does  it  tend  to  remove  any  one  evil  that  it 
imagines  ? Does  it  meet  any  one  of  the  ideas  that  have  amu- 
fed  the  people  ? No,  not  pne  ? Is  it  a plan  for  an  equal  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people  ? No,  it  leaves  above  three- 
fourths  of  the  people  as  it  found  them,  unreprefented.  Is 
it  a plan  for  a more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Par- 
liament ? No,  it  renders  the  reprefentation  mucdi  more  un- 
equal than  it  found  it  ^ for  inftance,  a freeholder  in  one 
barony,  by  this  bill,  may  vote  for  four,  or  fix,  or  eight  Mem- 
bers of  Parfiameht  ;'a  ’ freeholder  in  the  next  barony  fhall 
vote  only  for  two  Members!  ’ Is  this  to  render  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  the'  people  more  equal?  Good  Gpd  ! how  the 
people  'ar^  deceived  ! hew  they  are  abufed  ! 
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Is  it  a plan  for  the  more  equal  reprefentation  of  property, 
the  antlent  and  original  title  to  reprefentation  ? No,  Sir,  the 
reverfe  ! If  this  bill  as  you  fee  it  were  a law,  a worthy  and 
refpeclable  gentleman  in  the  county  to  which  I belong,  who 
has  4000I.  per  annum  landed  eflafe  in  one  barony,  would 
thereby  be  entitled  to  vote  for  two  Members,  and  the  fe.r- 
. vant  who  ftands  behind  my  chair,  who  is  pofTefled  of  a 40s. 
freehold  in  a neighbouring  barony,  fhall  vote  for  eight  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament.  Is  it  a plan  to  enlarge  the  balls  of  le- 
giflation,  by  increaGng  the  number  of  the  conftituent  body  ? 
No,  Sir  ! it  diminilhes,  it  contrails  j it  ftrikes  off  thpufands 
and  tens  of  thoufands  of  your  electors ; it  disfranchifes 
every  freeman  in  the  nation  who  does  not  hold  by  birth, 
fervitude,  marriage  or  trade.  It  disfranchifes  every  free- 
holder under  20I.  per  annum  who  does  not  reGde  ; it  demo- 
lifhes  the  whole  tribe  of  pot-wallopers ; men  entitled  to  vote 
in  right  ofrelidence  (thefreeft  title  the  conftitution  knows), 
are  to  be  extincl,  unlefs  they  can  call  in  to  their  aid  a multi- 
tude of  freeholders  in  general  too  great  to  be  found  ; for  in- 
ffance,  if  a borough  were  to  confift  of  500c  Proteftant  inha- 
bitants, entitli’d  and  accuftomed  to  vote,  no  matter,  they 
fiiall  be  extinguiflied  unlefs  they  likewife  have  within  their 
precindls  70  or  loo  refident  voters,  qualified  according  to 
this  afl,  which  no  borough  in  Ireland  has,  and  which  verj?' 
few  ever  would  have.  But  it  effedls  a new  creation  to  fup- 
ply  this  general  maffacre  ; it  confers  a right  to  vote  for  thofe 
boroughs  to  others.  To  whom  ? To  freeholders ; perfons 
entitled  to  vote  for  other  Members  before.  It  is  true,  that 
amongft  thc-^'e  a clafs  of  freeholders  is  incorporated  (new  in- 
deed to  the  conftitution),  freeholders  on  terms  for  years; 
but  the  freehold  required  is  of  fo  large  an  amount,  that  their 
numbers  will  be  fmall.  Now  let  me  afk,  is  it  a plan  to  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  your  reprefentatives  ? No,  Sir,  to  dimi- 
nifti  it  ! In  the  ftrft  inftance,  it  decays  and  depopulates 
every  borough,  and  almoft  every  city  in  the  kingdom  ; for  I 

• do 


403 


CoHcrtanca  Jpolttua. 

do  not  believe  that  one  of  them  contains  within  Its  precincts 
I oo  voters  qualified  and  regiftered  according  to  this  bill.  I 
have  heard  of  a claufe  of  redemption  for  them.  I only 
know  what  I fee,  and  I fee  no  fuch  thing  in  this  bill  ; and 
if  fuch  a claufe  or  fchedule  were  inferted,  it  would,  on  the 
principles  , of  the  bill,  impofe  conditions  that  muft  for  ever 
exclude  feveral  of  them  from  reftoration. 

And  here  Ilament  the  defllny,  though  I admire  the  virtue 
of  the  town  of  Newry,  who  petitioned  for  this  reform.  With  . 
their  12,000  inhabitants,  ail  intkled,  if  they  were  Proteft- 
ants,  to  vote  for  Members,  yet  they  are  ail  disfranchifed  un- 
lefs  they  alfo  contain  within  their  precintTrs  100  of  another 
fort  of  voters,  qualified  according  to  this  bill.  - (He  applied 
the  principle  and  effects  to  Drogheda,  Waterford,  Kilkenny, 
Limerick,  Cork,  &c.  and  concluded  with  the  borough  of 
Dungannon).  And  here  let  me  lament  the  fate  of  poor 
Dungannon,  at  once  the  pride  and  the  reproach  of  her  Tons  ; 
Dungannon,  fo  late  the  centre  of  government,  the  head  of 
legiflation,  the  feat  of  empire  ! unlefs  you  have  v/ithin  your 
precincts  (which  I am  fure  you  have  not),  100  voters  quali- 
fied according  to  this  bill,  you  are  decayed,  depopulated,  and 
extindl.  Will  you  not  fpare  this  town  on  account  of  the 
righteous  people  that  were  found  therein  ! I know  not  whe- 
ther you  have  a redemption  in  ftore,  but  I know  your  re- 
demption is  not  to  be  found  In  the  bill  on  your  table.  What 
then  can  the  friends  of  this  bill  (if  any  fuch  there  be),  what 
can  they  fay  of  it  ? They  cannot  fay  it  is  a bill  for  an  equal 
reprefentation  of  the  people— a bill  for  a more  equal  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people— a bill  for  the  more  equal  reprefen- 
tation of  property— a bill  to  widen  the  bafis  of  legiflation,  to 
encreafe  the  number  of  electors,  to  encreafe  the  number  of 
reprefentatives  : No  fuch  thing  ! quite  the  reverie  ! In  the 
name  of  Heaven  what  is  its  tendency  ? Is  it  a reform  on  any 
osie  fettled  principle  r Does  it,  or  would  it  correct  any  one 
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abufe  ? No,  Sir  ! it  is  nothing  but  alteration  ; a transfer  of 
ele<Slion  influence  from  one  fet  of  men  to  another,  which 
would  produce  two  or  three  years  of  contefl:  and  confufion, 
and  then,  by  corruption  or  compromife,  the  dominion  would 
fettle  with  the  moft  powerful  of  the  neighbourhood.  The 
power  would  change  hands,  but  the  exercife  of  it  would  be 
the  fame.  And  is  it  for  this  mighty  benefit  that  the  ancient 
habits  of  the  conftitution  are  to  be  changed  ? For  this  your 
country  is  to  be  viflted  by , a jubilee  of  licentioufnefs,  a fatur- 
nalia  of  anarchy  for  a few  years,  before  it  repofes  again  on 
the  abufes  you  now  complain  of.  Yet  this  is  the  great  arca- 
num, the  facred  myftery  fent  abroad,  like  the  miracles  of 
Mahomet  aflifted  by  the  fword,  from  the  North  to  the  South, 
from  the  Eaft  to  the  Weft,  to  fubdue  the  obdurate,  and 
multiply  fubferibers  to  the  true  faith.  I do  not  mean  the 
leaft  difrefpedt  to  any  man  in  what  I fay  of  this  plan  of  re-** 
form.  I fpeak  of  it  as  I think  of  it.  I think  it  all  confu- 
fion and  danger,  and  nothing  elfe.  And  it  fiiews  me  into 
what  inconfiftencies  even  wife  men  will  fall  when  they  at- 
tempt a reform  where  reformation  is  linneceijTary — what  in- 
fupportable  difficulties  they  encounter  in  an  attempt  to  new 
model  a conftitution  which  has  ftood  for  centuries  the  admi- 
ration and  envy  of  the  world,  apd  diftinguiftied  from  all 
others  by  having  preferved  civil  liberty  on  the  earth  at  this 
day.  Under  thofe  opinions,  and  with  this  veneration  for 
the  conftitution,  I will  not  fo  far  admit  its  defects  as  to  go 
into  a committee  to  amend  it.  I will  not  carry  into  a com- 
mittee this  chaos  of  rude  materials,  out  of  which  to  create  a 
new  conftitution,  when  I have  one  already  formed  fo  com- 
petent to  human  happinefs.  I will  not  go  paragraph  by  pa- 
ragraph through  a plan  of  alteration  where  alteration  is  not 
neceflary.  I will  not  keep  the  public  mind  longer  in  a ftate 
of  fufpenfe  between  free  govermnent  and  fruitlefs  fpecula- 
tion,  but  endeavour  to  refeue  public  tranquillity  from  the 
defigns  or  delufions  of  the  viftonary,  the  rafh,  or  the 
reftlefs. 
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Much  has  been  fald,  and  much  has  been  inferred  concern- 
ing the  petitions  which  are  difplayed  on  your  table  *,  but 
when  Gentlemen  talk  of  thefe  petitions,  they  forget  that 
there  are  between  two  and  three  millions  of  inhabi- 
tants in  this  country.  There  * are  feveral  petitions  on 
your  table  for  a reform — fome  againft  it ; I have  no  doubt 
but  the  majority  of  your  petitions  is  in  favour  of  reform,  be- 
caufe  innovation  is  ever  the  moft  adbve.  But  it  matters  not 
©n  which  lide  the  majority  lies  ; take  them  all  together^ 
they  are  but  as  a drop  of  water  to  the  ocean  of  your  popula- 
tion ; they  are  as  a unit  in  comparifon  to  the  numbers  of 
your  people  ; and  if  thofe  perfons,  however  refpeftable,  peti- 
tion for  any  great  innovation,  you  have  no  right  to  conclude 
the  multitude  on  the  fuggeftion  of  the  few  ; and  even  if  it 
\yere  pofilble  to  fuppofe  (which  it  is  not)  that  the  majoritjr 
of  the  people  petitioned  for  an  alteration  of  the  conftitution 
intrufted  to  you,  you  have  not  a right  to  comply  ; you  have 
not,  in  that  cafe,  a right  to  indulge  their  deilres,  or  inflid  on 
them  the  accompliihment  of  their  wifheg.  If  you  comply 
in  what  you  think  a public  injury,  you  are  an  accomplice  in 
the  injury,  and  betray  the  interefts  of  the  people  on  the 
bribe  of  their  own  favours. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  by  every  man  who  feels  for  the  ho- 
nour and  the  happinefs  of  this  country,  that  after  the  reputa- 
tion v/e  have  acquired  and  the  benefits  we  have  obtained — 
acquifitions  limited  only  by  the  bounds  of  our  own  demands, 
and  adequate  to  every  degree  of  human  happinefs,  wefhould 
afford  our  enemies  a pretext  for  charging  us  with  a light,  an 
inconftant,  and  reftlefs  character,  as  if  the  accomplifhment 
of  our  wifhes  was  but  the  beginning  of  our  difeontents,  and 
unlimited  demand  the  offspring  of  unlimited  conceffion — 
that  we  were  falling  under  the  defeription  Montefquieu  gives 
of  a people  unworthy  of  liberty  : “ A people  grown  impa- 
tient of  the  power  they  have  delegated,  defirous  to  do  every 
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thing  themfelves,  debate  for  the  fenate,  execute  for  the  nla- 
giftrates,  and  decide  for  the  judges  — that  having  obtained 
the  beft  conftitiuion  in  the  world,  we  had  not  the  patience 
to  try  it  for  one  feflion  of, Parliament  *,  but  in  contempt  of 
the  high  legillative  aflemblies,  refolved  oiiifclves  into  five 
hundred  little  Parliaments  in  every  corner  of  the  kingdom, 
where  we  voted  that  conflitution  an  intolerable  grievance, 
and  called  aloud  for  a new  one. 

Were  I at  liberty  to  remonfirate  with  my  countrymen, 
whom  I love,  I would  alk  them,  do  you  enjoy  freedom  r they 
miift  anfwer  in  the  affirmative;  have  you  commerce ; un- 
bounded as  the  ocean  that  furrounds  you  ? are  you  in  poiTef- 
fion  of  all  the  bleffings  that  can  flow  from  the  beil:  and  freed: 
government  ? you  are : is  it  then  wifdom,  is  it  common 
fenfe,  when  you  are  fure  of  tholb,  to  throw  them  back  into 
the  ocean  of  uncertainty,  to  commit  them  to  the  'wildernefs 
of  fpeculation,  or  hazard  of  experiment  ? Is  it  wifdom  to 
interrupt  your  enjoyment  of  every  thing  that  is  valuable,  by 
dreams  of  fomethlng  more  free  than  freedom,  more  delirable 
than  happinefs  ? The  loweft  man  in  the  community  has  wif- 
dom  enough  to_feel  the  force  of  this  maxim,  “ when  you  are 
well,  keep  yourfelf  fo.”  But  there  is  not  a philofopher  in  the 
nation  wife  enough  to  fay,  what  would  be  the  confequence  of 
a change : Neither  Solon,  nor  Lycurgus,  nor  Plato,  nor 
Locke,  nor  Sydney,  if  they  were  alive,  would  hazard  a con- 
jetdure  as  to, the  eftecls  on  the  conflitution,  if  you  were  to 
adopt  any  one  of  thole  plans  which  have  been  offered  to  yon  : 
they  might  make  a democracy,  they  might  make  an  ariflo- 
cracy,  they  might  encrcafe  the  power  of  the  Crown,  they 
might  make  any  thing  but  the  conflitution  of  England  ; yet, 
every  man' in  the  community,  the  gentleman  and  the  artifi- 
cer, the  learned  and  the  unlearned,  that  man  that  can  read 
and  the  man  who  cannot,  are  all  alike  ready  to  undertake 
the  tafl^  of  conflitution- making  ; or,  if  any  of  them  fliould 
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happen  not  to  have  leifiire  from  the  fhuttle  or  the  plough, 
they  have  only  to  fay,  we  entirely  agree  in  the  plan  of  re- 
form digefted  and  agreed  on  by  the  grand  national  conven- 
tion,” and  there  is  a conhitution  ready  made  to  their  hands. 

I do  not  fay  our  conftitution,  the  work  only  of  human  wif- 
dom,  Is  without  defect  ; but  there  is  an  inherent  ftrength  in 
it,  that  has  in  all  convulfions  produced  remedies  for  its  evils 
and  controuls  for  its  excelles,  and  through  many  revolutions 
has  maintained  liberty  to  this  day.  Now  you  have  got  it,  do 
not  throw  it  away  ; condefcend  to  enjoy  it  and  be  happy ; 
your  country  wants  improvement,  your  conllitution  does  not  5 
cultivate  the  one,  and  you  will  be  fure  to  enjoy  the  other. 
But  if  you  grow  difcontented  with  your  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  are  diftra^led  about  new  fchemes  and  new  fyf- 
tems,  you  will  be  dupes  of  defigning  men  in  your  own  coun- 
try, and  ftrangers  will  not  come  near  you.  Amidfl:  your 
controverfies  and  your  arms,  the  flranger  would  not  know 
where  to  find  the  laws  that  are  to  be  his  proteflion  ; and 
you  may  find,  perhaps  too  late,  that  you  have  been  cheated 
of  your  happinefs  ; you  will  be  thought  an  unreafonable, 
and  you  will  feel  yourfelves  an  unfortunate  people — a people 
whom  commerce  could  not  enrich,  and  whom  freedom  could 
not  fatisfy  ! 

After  feveral  arguments  on  each  fide  of  the  quefilon,  Mr. 
Flood  fupported  the  bill  in  the  following  manner ; 

“ I flatter  myfelf  from  the  particular  fituation  in  which  it 
now  ftands,  that  the  bill  will  obtain  a more  favourable  hear- 
ing than  before.  I now.  Sir,  entertain  the  fame  lentiments 
refpeaing  this  bill,  that  I did  then,  as  ’it  is  a bill  for  reftor- 
ing  the  conftitucion.  I beg  leave  toreprefent  to  this  Houfe, 
that  I bring  a meafure  of  the  firfi:  importance  before  one  of 
the  firft  afiemblies  in  the  world.  This  meafure.  Sir,  has 
nothing  to  rely  on  for  fugeeCs  but  the  jufiice  on  which  it  is 
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founded,  and  every  motive  of  prejudice  and  intereft  is  agalnft 
it.  I pay  tne  greateft  compliment  to  the  virtue  of  this 
Houfe,  when  I venture  to  propofe  to  your  confideratioa  a 
fubjeeft  fo  unpalatable,  fo  militating  againfi:  your  private  inte- 
refts.  Thofe  who  argue  againft  this  meafure  on  the  fcore  of 
impropriety,  do  but  little  jullice  to  it  ; but  I tell  them  it  is 
neceiTary.  As  I did  not  imagine  I Ihould  be  called  on  to  de- 
fend this  bill  in  its  prefent  llage,  I referved  what  I had  to 
offer  in  Its  favour  for  the  committee.  I never  entertained  the 
leaft  difference  of  fentiments  relative  to  this  fubje£t ; I am  a 
friend  to  this  bill  from  principle,  and  becaufe  it  is  taken  up 
by  the  great  body  of  the  people.  On  one  fide  of  your  table 
are  the  petitions  of  twenty-fix  counties  praying  for  a reform 
c£  Parliament  ; on  the  other  are  two  petitions  and  one  me- 
morial againfi  it.  Thefe  petitions  fliow  the  fenfe  of  the  na- 
tion— thofe  the  influence  of  arifiocratic  faefions  in  the  coun- 
try. You  fee  how  the  voice  of  the  people  has  prevailed  even 
in  the  county  of  Down.  There,- though  the  arifiocratic  in- 
fluence was  ftrongefi,  it  was  forced  to  fuccumb  to  the  voice 
of  the  people,  and  forced  to  fuccumb,  notwithfianding  every 
exertion  of  influence  fmee  made.  In  the  county  of  Kilken- 
ny, wliich  groaned  under  an  arifiocratic  influence  fince  the 
revolution,  the  people,  fucli  was  their  ardour  in  purfuit  of 
this  meafure,  flgned  it  in  oppofltion  to  their  landlords.  This 
they  did  without  follcitation,  through  mere  conviefilon  of 
the  reefiitude  of  the  meafure.  So  little  influence  vvasufed  on 
the  popular  flde,  that  I would  not  fufler  one  of  my  tenants, 
or  any  other  under  my  influence,  to  fign  the  petition,  left  it 
fliould  be  mh'conftrued  by  the  enemies  of  reform.  Not  one 
of  my  relations,  or  bearing  the  name  of  Flood,  though  a nu- 
merous and  opulent  family,  flgned  it.  Yet  to  the  many  and 
refpe^lable  names  fubferibed,  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  more 
might  have  been  added,  while  the  other  petition  was  carried 
about  to  folicit  fignatures.  The  principle  of  the  bill  has  the 
approbation  of  the  people.  The  quefiion  therefore  is,  are 
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the  people  to  be  properly  reprefented;  or  are  they  not  ? As 
the  people  are  the  proper  judges  of  this  matter,  if  a man 
fays  himfelf,  he  is  not  properly  reprefented,  is  it  not  abfurd 
for  any  one  elfe  to  fay  he  is  ? Can  one  hundred  rotten  bo- 
roughs bar  the  nation  of  its  rights  of  voting  ? Will  any  man 
fay,  that  the  few  have  a right  to  debar  the  many  of  their  pri- 
vileges ? Will  any  man  fay,  that  it  bears  the  leaft  refem- 
blance  to  the  antient  conftitution  ? The  V olunteers  have 
been  on  this  occalion  induftriouily  difparaged.  This  'was 
faid'to  be  their  meafure,  and  to  contain  their  fentiments  ; 
but  thefe  fentiments  are  adopted  by  the  counties  and  by  the 
freeholders  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  by  the  Volunteers  ; and  to 
objeiftto  it,  as  the  favourite  with  of  the  Volunteers,  is  mak- 
ing them  a very  ungrateful  return  for  the  many  and  lignal 
fervices  rendered  by  them  to  this  kingdom.  When  this  bill 
was  formerly  introduced  into  this  Houfe,  it  was  argued  that 
it  ought  to  be  reje(fted  as  originating  with  the  Volunteers. — 
The  Volunteers  difappeared,  and  it  is  now  argued,  that  it  is 
fufficient  caufe  to  reje^Skit  becaufe  they  began  with  it. 

By  disfranchifing  boroughs  you  but  renovate  the  conhitu- 
tion.  In  the  beginning  of  our  government,  the  Lords  voted 
not  from  the  grant  of  the  Crown,  but  from  thdr  own  pro- 
perty *,  not  by  writ  or  patent,  but  by  right  of  barony.  It  is 
true,  the  Crown  afterwards  encroached  on  the  matter,  and 
infifted  on  the  prerogative  of  elcfling  the  Lords ; but  will 
any  man  fay,  on  that  account,  that  if  the  right  of  a feat  in  the 
Houle  of  Lords  were  given  to  be  reftored  to  its  antient  form, 
it  would  be  an  innovation,  and  not  a reftoration  of  the  anti- 
ent conftitution  ? The  fame  reafoning  will  be  found  to  hold 
equally  in  refpefl  to  the  prefent  monopoly  of  boroughs. — 
This  bill,  Sir,  is  not  pretended  to  be  perfect ; it  is  only  dc- 
ured  that  it  may  have  an  opportunity  to  be  perfeffed  in  the 
committee.  Conlider  how  the  conftirution  ftahds — that  it 
may  grow  worfe,  and  not  better,  by  delay.  Much  has  been 
faid  of  the  great  advantage  procured  for  this  country  by  the 
VoL.  I.  D d e:xer- 
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ex&rt'Ions  of  Parliament,  in  order  to  defeat  this  bill  ; but  baa 
not  that  Parliament  the  power  to  vote  away,  in  one  unlucky 
hour,  all  that  has  been  acquired  by  the  virtue  of  the  people  ? 
Are  the  people  therefore  to  blame  if  they  defire  to  take  away 
that  dangerous  power  ? 

We  ought  to  give  the  bill  a fair  difcuflion,  to  be  able  to 
form  a*  juft  idea  of  its  principle  v and  in  order  to  bring  the 
qualifications  to  their  original  form,  the  bill  makes  a certain 
refidence  necefiary  to  have  a right  of  voting  for  any  place. — • 
Will  Gentlemen  fay  this  is  innovation  ? The  origin  of  your 
conftitiition  fays  it  is  not.  I appeal  to  your  ftatute  books  to 
prove,  that,  within  a few  years,  an  uncanftitutional  a£l  was 
made  to  difpenfe  with  relidence  in  the  electors.  If  that  fta- 
tute had  a right  to  innovate  on  the  conftitutron,  can  it  be 
faid  we  have  net  a-  right  to  reftore  it  ? 

It  is  intended  to  brine!  in  a fchedule  to  the  bill  when  it 
goes  to  the  committee.  1 have  a particular  claufe  to  intro- 
duce, when  Gentlemen  ftiew  by  the  committal  that  they  are 
reconciled  to  the  principle  : by  the  laws  now  fubfiftlng,  a 
4©s  freeholder  may  vote  every  where,  but  by  this  bill  he  is 
precluded  all  poffibility  of  voting  for  more  than  two  repre- 
fentatives. 

This  queftlon,  Sir,  has  been  agitated  both  publicly  and 
privately,  with  the  greateft  ardour  and  the  greateft  zeal,  and 
Gentlemen  may  depend  on  it,  that  their  not  fuftering  it  to 
go  into  a committee  will  not  put  an  end  to  the  fubje<ft:.  The 
p.eople  have  fet  their  hearts  on  its  attainment,  and  the  peo- 
ple will  at  length  fucceed.  Lord  Coke  fays,  he  never  knew 
a great  queftion  to  be  agitated,  and  afterwards  renewed,  that 
did  not  fucceed.  It  acquires  ftrength  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  labour  of  the  people,  that  always  infures  its  fuccefs. — 
The  attention  ftiewn  this  fubjedl  proves  the  fenfe  the  nation 
has  of  its  re<ftitude. 
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Nothing  can  put  the  neceffity  of  regifteriiig  freeholds  In  a 
clearer  light,  than  the  enormous  abufes  on  the  iafl  eleflion. 
In  fome  counties  in  this  kingdom  the  poll  continued  for 
weeks  In  one  did  not  a poll  continue  for  3 months,  and 
could  one  of  the  great  number  polled  during  that  time  efta- 
blifh  his  vote  ? This  is  an  additional  argument  in  favour  of 
this  bill,  which  enjoins  refidence,  and  other  qualifications, 
that  would  not  only  prevent  the  pra<5tice  of  polling  as  free- 
holders fuch  as  were  tiot  fo,  but  caufe  all  the  polls  in  the 
kingdom  to  be  taken  in  tliree  days,  as  it  requires  a refidence 
of  twelve  months,  and  orders  the  poll  to  be  taken  in  the 
different  baronies . 

Much  has  been  faid  of  infringing  charters,  and  much  has 
been  argued  from  thence,  in  the  oppofition  of  this  meafure. 
Even  the  competence  of  Parliament  in  that  refpedl  has  been 
called  in  quefiion,  and  its  legality  diTputed.  But  was  it  ever 
faid  that  to  deprive  of  his  franchife  a revenue  officer,  or  any 
other  whom  undue  infinence  prohibited  from  making  a pro- 
per ufe  of  it,  was  illegal  ? Was  it  ever  thought  unjuft  to  take 
away  a privilege  he  was  like  to  ufe  againft,  and  not  for,  the 
conftitution  ? It  would  be  abfuvd  to  imagine  if  for  a moment. 
In  England,  revenue  and  poft-office  ofticers  were  debarred 
the  right  of  voting,  becaufe  they  are  under  influence,  and 
cannot  be  expected  to  make  a conftitutional  ufe  of  their 
franchifes.  Perfons  who  have  penfions  are  allb  precluded 
the  right  of  voting,  which,  for  the  lame  reafons,  no  man 
ever  thought  unjuft.  Let  thofe  Gentlemen  talk  as  they  wiU 
of  chartered  rights,  if  they  are  found  inimical  to  the  confti- 
tution they  ought  to  be  difehartered. 

Gentlemen  think  it  hard  to  deprive  fuch  as  have  an  influ- 
ence in  boroughs  of  what  they  call  rlicir  property  j but  this 
is  not  depriving  them  of  their  property,  btit  reftoring  yen  to 
yours.  They  have  only  with-held  then'.  Jrom  the  public, 
and  have  no  right  to  be  rewarded  for  relinquifliing  them.-p- 
They  Ihguld  rather  be  puniftied  for  having  fo  long  detained 
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what  was  not  their  own,  and  for  having  preferred  their  pri- 
vate  advantage  to  the  public  good.  I am  not  againft  making 
them  a compenfation,  though  I cannot  fufficiently  wonder  at 
their  audacity  when  they  require  it  ; but  if  fuch  recom- 
pence  is  to  be  made,  pay  them  in  money  and  not  in  conftitu- 
tion. 

.Txhp  Volunteers  were  formerly  infulted,  and  the  Roman 
Catholics  muft  now  be  exafperated.  But  why  ? to  get  rid  of 
a nieafure,  which  would,  by  removing  markets  without  doors^ 
remove  markets  within  ; which  would  deprive  a certain  de- 
icription  of  men  of  the  power  of  the  nation.  Will  you  fuf- 
fer  yourfel  ves  to  be  lorded  over  by  the  proprietors  of  rotten 
boroughs  ? Will  you  fuftcr  yourfel  ves  to  be  di<51:ated  to  by 
your  fellow-fubjefts,  who  w^ould  not  bear  it  from  your 
King.?  ‘ . ■ ' 

. IMr.  FJoedy  after  mentioning  the  late  fale  of  Ennifeorthy, 
and  the  Shoreham  cafe,  and  fome  proofs  of  the  necellity  of 
reform,  and  faying,  that  Mr.  Fox,  and  fome  other  great  cha- 
rafters,  being  friendly  to  the  principle  of  this  bill,  was  a 
flrong  evidence  of  its  propriety,  continued  : — If  any  Gen- 
tleman can  prepare  any  better,  let  him  do  fo  ; “ but  let  the 
bill  go  to  a committee,  and  there  let  it  be  difeuffed.  If  any 
man  will  propofe  any  better  plan  I am  very  ready  to  adopt 
it ; but  until  other  Gentlemen  propofe  a better,  I am  in  fa- 
vour of  the  prefent.  There  is  much  influence  and  property 
in  this  Houfe,  but  will  not  the  force  of  reafon  be  fufficient 
to  overcome  the  principles  of  intereff  ? In  juflice  this  bill 
ought  to  be  examined — it  fhould  flow  from  the  voluntary 
of  the  Houfe.  I am  an  advocate  for  the  principles  of 
this  bill  ; if  it  has  defects,  let  them  be  remedied.  I would 
not  blame  any  man  for  his  infirmities — I would  not  blame 
the  principles  of  a bill  that  is  toredrefs  a known  grievance, 
before  I examine  it.  W e do  not  fit  here  , to  frame  excufes 
ferfo  unwarrantable  an  idea.  Will  any  man  fay,  that  a bo- 
rough fliali  be  fold,  and  be  a friend  to  the  conftitution  ? — 
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Hew  may  this  fault  be  remedied  then  ? One  Hon.  Gentle- 
man (Major  Doyle)  fays,  it  may  be  remedied  by  the  admi- 
niftration  of  an  oath  to  the  elected  ; but  this  very  oath  is 
provided  in  a claufe  in  this  bill.  Sir,  I fay  the  principle  of 
this  bill  is  not  to  be  fliaken  ; it  is  calculated  to  reftore  to  its 
original  purity  the  only  part  of  the  conrtitution  \Cd\ich  re- 
quires it.  Upon  what  principle  will  you  reject  it,  unleii, 
you  fay,  the  rights  of  the  community  ought  not  to  be  refto- 
red  ? Here  is  an  oath,  that  the  elected  has  not  purchafed  his 
feat.  This  is  a meafure  which  every  one  has  called  for, 
who  wants  to  have  a free  conftitution,  and  all  we  de- 
lign  is,  that  the  conflitution  may  be  free.  You  have 
had  a free  commerce,  which  you  derived  from  the  laft 
Parliament,  and  if  you  do  not  reftore  the  coiiftitution^, 
future  Parliaments  may  undo  all  that  has  been  done.— 
Have  you  not  a right  to  guard  thofe  acquilitions  ? — > 
Corrupt  majorities  I have  feen,  and  lamented  to  have 
feen  5 they  may  in  future  undo  every  thing  which  you 
have  been  doing.  Minifters  have  led  them  into  this 
Houfej  I have  oppofed,  and  conquered  them  too.  I 
will  prove  to  a demonftration,  if  called  upon  fo  to  do^ 
that  they  are  not  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people.  It 
has  been  faid,  that  this  bill  originated  in  Dungannon^ 
but  the  principle  has  been  approved  of  in  every  part  of 
the  kingdom.  Tt  has  been  faid  that  an  effort  to  the 
fame  purpofe  was  lately  made  in  England,  and  had 
been  rejected,  and  that  it  w’ould  be  a dangerous  inno- 
.vation  ; ' but,  I fay,  there  can  be  no  danger  ; if  there 
had  been  any,  would  it  not  have  been  contended 
againft  there,  when  it  was  fo  greatly  and  powerfully  fiip- 
ported  by  fome  of  the  moft  refpeftable  chara<fters  in  that 
. country 

At  length  the  queftion  being  put  whether  the  bill  ftionid  be 
committeJ,  it  paffed  in  the  negative— ^ayes,  85 — noes^  159. 
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CHAP  XVIL 

Bill  for  /(Curing  the  liberty  of  the  prefs — Debates  thereon — refoluti- 
ons  ivas  red  in  favour  of  cli fir effe cl  tradefmen^  rejeSfed.-^ln^ 
/urgency  of  the  ivhitt^hoys  in  1 784, — Proceedings  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Clergy  thereon — Dr  Troy  s pnforal  letter — approved 
of  by  government — conclufton  of  the  feffon — Lord  Lieutenant’s 
- fpeejch. 

JDuRING  the  fefljon  of  1784  Mr.  Fofer  prefented  a bill 
for  fecuring  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  by  preventing  the  pub- 
lication of  falfe,  feditious,  and  flanderous  libels.  He  men- 
tioned the  provliions  of  the  bill,  which  were,  that  the  name 
of  the  real  printer  and  proprietor  of  every  nevvfpaper  be  en- 
tered upon  oath  at  the  Stamp-office,  and  that  the  printer  en- 
ter into  a recognizance  of  500L  to  anfwer  all  civil  fuits  that 
may  be  inflituted  againft  him  for  publications  ; and  that,  un- 
der a penalty,  no  money  be  received  by  them,  or  any  per- 
son for  them,  for  inferting,  or  on  the  pretence  of  leaving 
out  any  flanderous  publication 

In  the  debates  on  this  bill,  Sir  Ed%vard  Crofion  faid,  he 
was  aftoniffied  that  a bill  of  fuch  a dangerous  tendency  to 
the  conftitution,  and  fo  violent  an  attack  on  the  liberty  of 
the  fubje£l,  Ihould  be  agitated  in  fuch  thin  Ploufes.  He  de- 
clared that  he  confidered  the  prefs  as  the  flrongeft  bulwark  of 
our  conftitution,  and  therefore,  as  he  valued  that  conftitU' 
tion,  would  refill:  any  meafure  of  a tendency  to  leffen  its  fe- 
curities.  He  then  moved,  that  the  fecond  reading  be  poft- 
poned  to  the  ill:  of  Auguft. 
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Mr.  faid,  that  it  was  highly  unjuft  to  fuppofe  any 
injury  intended  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  by  the  bill  in  quef- 
tion  ; the  i;naitifeft  defign  of  .th^t  bill  was  .to  preferve  the 
■liberty  of  , the  p>rers  by  curbing  its  licentiournefs,  which  of 
late  had, grown  to  fuch  a degree  of  enormity  as  to  become  a 
national  xeproachj  The  bill  was  not  intended  as  a reftraint 
upon  any  man,  to  prevent  his  publifliing  his  fentiments  or 
opinions  ; if  the  bill  fliould  pafs,  every  man  would  hereafter 
be  at  as  full  liberty  ,as  he  now  is,  to  publifli  whatever  he 
iltould  think  proper,  with  this  difference  only,  that  if  a 
jury  of  his  countrymen  fliould  deem  fuch  publication  a 
falle,  fcandalou?,  or  malicious  libel,  he  wquld  be  anfwer- 
able.  -j 

.Counfellor  Boyd  faid,  tlrat  the  ..bill  profeUfed  to  fecure  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs,  by  preventing  the  licentioufnefs  of  it  ; 
if  he  thought  it  adequate  to  this  meaiure,  it  fliould  have  his 
fupport  5 but  he  was  convinced  it  had  a direct  contrary  ten- 
dency— to  deftroy  that  freedom  which  it  affefted  to  fupport. 
The  conncdlion  between  liberty  and  licentioufnefs  is  fo  inti- 
i^iate,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  correft  ,the  one  without 
wounding  the  other  ; “ Liberty  is  the  greateft  good  a na- 
tion can  enjoy  ; but  every  good  has  its  alloy  of  evil,  and 
licentioufnefs  is  the  alloy  of  liberty— it  is  a fpeck  on  the  po- 
litical eye,  which  ought  to  be  touched  with  a very  delicate 
Land,  left,  in  attempting  to  remove  if,  you  deftroy  the  body 
cu  which  it  appears.”  He  approved  of  that  part  of  the  bill 
that  required  a public  regiftry  of  the  real  names  of  the  prin- 
ter and  proprietor  ; that  done,  the  arm  of  tire  commori 
law  was  long  enough  to  reach  and  punlfli  the  offender  with- 
out the  aid  of  this  ftatute.  There  are  tv/o  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding— either  .by  public  profecution  or  private  aflion 
If  .the  offender  declines  to  appear,  he  may  be  comacUjed,  or, 

kaft,  the  party  may  proceed  to  outlawry. 

He 


4 


CoUectanca 

He  M^as  not  for  encouraging  the  experiment  of  bringing 
forward  the  printer  or  publifher,  unlefs  on  great  occafions. 
• Juries  are  already  very  averie  to  finding  verdicTts  againft 
them  ; this  bill  will  make  them  more  fo  ; it  h a bill  brought 
forward  on  the  fpur  of  the  occalion,  in  the  abfence  of  moft 
of  the  country  Gentlemen  ; it  will  be  ftiled  the  bill  of  the 
' Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  introduced  it — a bill  of  refent- 
inent,  not  of  redrefs.  It  is  not  fafe  or  prudent  to  encourage 
actions  againfl:  printers  ; in  a civil  action,  truth  is  a juftifica- 
tion  againft  the  charge  of  a libel  ; a jury,  not  the  court,  are 
to  decide  as  to  the  truth.  Suppofe  a printer  Ihould  publifh, 
that  a Gentleman  of  this  Houfe  was  an  enemy  to  his  coun- 
try, becaufe  he  voted  againft  the  bill  of  reform,  would  it  be 
prudent  to  fend  this  to  be  tried  by  a jury  ? They  might 
think,  with  the  printer,  that  the  reform  bill  was  expedient, 
and  that  the  friend  of  his  country  fhould  have  fupported  it, 
and  from  thence  infer,  that  he  was  an  enemy  who  oppo- 
fed  it on  this  event  they  muft  find  a verdi(ft  for  the 
defendant. 

He  difapproved  that  part  of  the  bill  which  required  the 
printer  and  publifher  to  give  fe-curity,  by  recognizance,  to 
appear  to  any  adlion,  and  to  pay  the  damages  and  cofts  that 
may  be  awarded  againft  them*,  this  is  a fort  of  fpecia/ bail 
required  before  the  crime  is  committed.  The  appearance 
may  be  enforced  by  the  ordinary  procefs  of  the  law,  without 
this  novel  prerogative  procefs  by  recognizance  *,  perhaps  the 
nature  and  efteft  of  a recognizance  is  not  perfe<ftly  under- 
ftood  a recognizance  binds. the  property  of  him  who  ac- 
knowledges it  from  the  moment  of  execution.  The  forfei- 
ture of  that  recognizance  twenty  years  hence,  will  affeft  this 
property  in  the  hands  of  an  innocent  purchafer  for  valuable 
confideration  *,  thus  a publlftier  will  be  prevented  from  raif- 

^ ing  money  by  mortgage  of  his  lands,  or  difpoftng  of  them 
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in  any  manner,  becaufe  they  are  bound  by  the  recognizance, 
for  the  fubrequent  offence  has  a fi<5litious  relation  to  the  exe- 
cution of  recognizance  ; but  an  offence  effabliflied  by  ver- 
dict and  judgment  has  no*  relation  backwards  ; therefore  in- 
termediate between  the  offence  committed,  and  the  verdict 
and  judgment,  the  publifher  may  alien  his  property,  and 
thus  prote«5t  it  againit  the  judgment  and  execution  ; the  evi- 
dent confequence  of  this  is,  that  men  of  wealth  will  not  fub- 
je£t  their  property  thus,  and  none  but  mean  obfcure  perfons, 
who  can  fuffer  nothing  by  the  forfeiture,  will  become  pub- 
lifhcrs.  Another  poffible  fault  in  this  bill  is,  that  the 
Judges,  &c.  &c.  who  are  to  take  recognizances,  have  no 
difcretionary  power  to  enquire  as  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
perfon,  but  are  virtually  required  to  take  the  recognizance 
of  every  beggar  who  demands  it.  The  bill  prefles  hard  on 
the  publiflier  in  another  inftance  : — in  confequence  of  a 
judgment  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  proceeding,  a moiety  of 
his  lands  only  can  -be  extended,  but  on  the  recognizance, 
the  whole  may  be  extended  ; the  recognizance  is  abfolutely 
forfeited  by  not  appearing  to  the  action  at  a certain  day,  and 
the  Court  can  give  no  redrefs  if  the  party  fhould  appear  at  a 
future  day — this  is  contrary  to  the  prefent  pradfice  in  our 
Courts,  for  a party  in  contempt  for  not  appearing,  is  allov/ed 
to  purge  this  contempt  by  payment  of  fmall  cofts,  and  pay- 
ing obedience  to  the  procefs  of  the  Court.  The  bill  is  ^ 
difeouragement  to  men  of  liberal  fentiments — men  of  repu- 
tation— men  of  w^ealth,  to  become  publifhers,  and  tends  to 
throw  the  bufinefs  into  the  hands  of  men  of  an  oppofite  de- 
fer iption,  againft  whom  the  public  can  have  no  fecurity ; the 
bill  therefore  deferves  another  title — a bill  to  deftroy  the 
liberty,  and  promote  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs. 

The  R^ccraW  followed  Mr.  Boyd.  He  afferted,  that  truth 
was  not  adllonable  ; that  the  bill  would  give  no  new  remedy 
to  perfons  aggrieved  by  public  aclicns  ; and  that,  without 
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producing  the  fmalleft  benefit  to  the  public,  it  was  a danger5. 
ous  encroachment  on  liberty,  and  a very  great  oppreflion  to 
all  concerned  in  the  printing-trade.  He  faid,  that  in  future 
no  gentleman  or  man  of  property  would  engage  in  a profef- 
fion,  which  though  liberal  in  itfclf,  would  make  him  the 
flave  ©f  ftamp  commiflioners  ; and  therefore  char-^cler  .would 
be  lefs  fecure  than  it  is  at  prefent. 

In  England,  he  faid,  which  we  are  fo  fond  of  copying, 
fuch  a law  would  not  be  admitted  j that  wife  and  free  nation 
would  never  confent  to  put  fetters  upon  genius  ; and  .there- 
fore its  language  has  been  ornamented  with  the  writings  of 
Junius  ; nor  could  the  prefent  bill  be  deemed  any  more 
than  an  impotent  attempt  to  injure  wh?Lt  it  could  not  con- 
troul ; for  even  (hould  it  pafs,  the  fame  proofs  that  are  now 
required,  would  be  necefiary  to  convict  a printer.  It  would 
not  be  fiufHcient  evidence  to  prove  that  a certain  libel  ap* 
pcared  in  the  Volunteer’s  Journal,  becaufe  any  perfon  with  a 
private  prefs  might  exactly  copy  the  appearance  of  that  jour- 
nal, and  in  his  copy  publifh  what  libels  he  thought  fit  ; the 
neceflity  therefore  of  tracing  the  bill  to  the  publifher  would 
fiill  remain,  and  therefore  the  bill  gave  no  new  relief  to  the 
injured. 

He  concluded  with  aflerting,  that  the  bill  was  abfolutely 
unnecefTary  *,  for  as  the  law  flood  at  prefent,  its  operation 
wasfufiicient  to  awe  men  into  obedience.  Some  of  the  news- 
printers  had  appeared  at  the  bar  to  excufe  their  erroar,  while 
others,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  had  endeavoured  to  fly 
from  the  refentment  of  the  Houfe,  confeious  that  the  prefent 
law  was  fully  able  to  punifh  any  mifdemeanor.  If  was 
called  a bill  for  fecuring  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ; but 
how  did  it  fecure  it  ? — why,  for  government,  and  againfi: 
the  people. 


After 
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After  much  debate  on  both  fides,  this  bill  paflcd  through 
the  ufual  forms,  received  the  royal  aflent,  and  the  liberty 
of  the  PRfiss  was  thus  ficured  by  restraining  it. 

Mr.  Gardiner  (afterwards  Lord  Mountjoy),  tovrard  the 
do  fe  of  the  fedion  moved  the  following  refolutions  ; — Firll, 
that  many  of  the  trading  people  of  this  kingdom  were  in  the 
greateft  calamity  and  diftrefs. — Secondly,  That  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  articles  into  this  kingdom  had  confiderably 
increafed  for  a feries  of  years,  and  ftill  continued  to  do  fo. 
Thirdly,  That  it  was  neceflary  for  Parliament  to  interfere 
and  alleviate  the  prefent  diftrefles  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Gardiner  introduced  thefe  refolutions  with  the  follow- 
ing remarks, — It  is  not  my  fault  (faid  he)  that  this  bud- 
nefe  lies  under  an  additional  dIfad vantage,  from  the, late  part 
of  the  feflions  in  which  it  is  introduced — It  is  in  the  recollec- 
tion  of  gentlemen,  that  no  endeavours  of  mine  were  wanting 
to  bring  it  in  on  an  earlier  day.  I muft  confefs  this  an  ardu- 
ous bufmefs,  and  far  exceeding  my  ftrength  ; bnt  l hope  and 
requeft  the  affiftance  of  gentlemen  of  greater  talents  than  I 
poirefs. — I only  furnifh  the  raw  materials,  let  them  ere<St  the 
fupei  ftruCdure. 

i {hall,  Sir,  hrfl:  fiate  the  purport  of  my  propofitions. — 
This  is  a mcafure  to  reftrain  importation,  but  does  not  affedl: 
the  exportation  of  raw  materials.  Gentlemen  would  have 
'the  evidence  on  that  head  alfo  included  in  the  report  of  the 
committee,  but  one  had  no  connexion  with  the  other.  The 
committee  was  ordered  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  nianufac- 
tures  at  large,  but  they  did  it  partially  ; they  confined  them- 
felves  to  the  woollen  branch,  to  blankets,  carpets,  hats,  &c. 
My  fyftem  Is  not  confined  to  thefe  objeeSfs  only,  but  alfo  in- 
cludes paper,  hardware,  and  other  articles.  The  weaving 
branch  is  certainly  a very  material  branch  of  commerce,  but 

other 
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Other  obje£ls  alfo  have  their  weight. 

Here  Mr.  Gardiner  obviated  many  objections  which  he 
faid  had  been  made  to  his  meafure.  It  is  not,  faid  he,  calcu- 
lated to  divide,  but  to  unite  the  two  countries.  The  people 
of  England  will  think  it  no  caufe  of  enmity  with  us,  that  we 
follow  their  example.  She  adopted  protecting  duties,  be- 
caufe  file  thought  it  her  intereft — let  us  aCt  the  fame  part — 
what’s  good  for  one,  rtiuft  be  good  for  the  other. 

„ The  meafure  is.no  oppolition  to  government.  I nev^ 
made  it  my  bufinefs  to  introduce  any  thing  for  the  purpofe  of 
embarralling  government.  On  the  contrary,  I thought  it 
my  duty  to  fupport  them  when  right. — I think  it  alfo  my  duty 
to  admonifh  them  of  their  error  when  wrong.  Government 
ought  to  be  informed  of  the  grievances  of  the  people. 

This  meafure  has  not  been  brought  forward  irregularly— r- 
jt  is  grounded  on  the  report  of  a committee,  and  the  petiti- 
ons of  the  people.  I confefs,  Sir,  I am  ftrongly  bialTed  in  its 
favour.  The  defpondency  and  diflrefs  of  this  country,  toge- 
ther v/ith  the  juftice  and  expediency  of  the  meafure  itfelf, 
muft  make  every  gentleman  its  friend.  Who  can  behold  fo 
many  thoufands  of  his  fellow-creatures  flruggling  with  cala- 
mities, almoft  infupportable  by  humanity,  and  not  incline  to 
give  relief?  The  misfortune  is  not  particular — it  is  univerfal 
— not  confined  to  Dublin,  it  extends  to  Cork,  Limerick, 
Waterford,  the  Queen’s  County,  and  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom where  the  woollen  manufaClure  is  carried  on — Not  limi- 
ted to  even  the  woollen,  but  affecting  every  infant  manufac- 
ture in  this  country. 

With  rerpeCt  to  the  poverty  and  wretcliednefs  of  this  mife- 
rable  defeription  of  our  fellow-creatures,  I think  it  unneeffa- 
rv  to  ufe  a fingle  word.  Gentlemen  cannot  but  know  the 
reality  of  this  fact  already,  it  is  impoflible  to  go  through  the 
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ftreets  Tvithout  meeting  teftimonles  that  this  aflertion  is  but 
too  well  founded.  If,  however,  gentlemen  choofe  to  difputc 
a thing  lb  felf-evident,  I am  ready  to  produce  witnelTcsof  cha- 
ra6ter,at  your  bar,  to  put  it  beyond  difpute. 

If  gentlemen  wifh  to  judge  fairly,  it  is  right  to  wave  theory, 
and  fpeculation,  and  confine  their  attention  to  the  different 
elfetHis  of  the  different  modes  adopted  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. — They  will  perceive  that  th.e  long  depreliion  of  this 
country  is  owing  to  her  v/ant  of  protedlion  for  her  trade.  In 
England,  to  what  is  owing  the  great  degree  of  power  and 
wealth  fhe  has  attained,  but  to  prote6ting  duties  ? ‘ 

Now,  Sir,  I fhall  enter  on  the  main  part  of  the  bufinefs, 
and  let  me  entreat  gentlemen  to  be  free  from  prejudice,  and  to 
diveft.themftflvcs  of  every  bias.  I do  not  mean  to  proceed  on 
fpeculation,  but  to  reafon  from  fadts,  and  the  ties  of  policy 
of  the  two  kingdoms.  England  has  flourifhed  from  adopting 
protedling  duties,  and  Ireland  has  funk  by  a negle(ff  of  them, 
V Woollens  w’ere  always  the  ftaple  commodity  of  this  country 
as  well  as  of  England.  It  was  fo  far  back  as  Edward  III.  in 
whofe  reign  adls  of  parliament  were  palled,  in  which  we  find 
claufes  for  protedling  the  trade  of  Ireland.  At  every  period 
before  1698,  we  enjoyed  every  advantage  of  a free  country: 
We  had  nothing  then  to  contend  with,  as  no  jealoufy  exiff 
ted  in  the  breaft  of  England  before  the  laft-mentioned  peri^ 
od.  Our  trade  was  guaranteed  by  Magna  Charta  *,  our  ex- 
ports acknowledged  by  that  venerable  ftatute — no  treaty  was 
made  in  which  we  were  not  norninally  or  virtually  included. 
Antecedent  to  the  yea^  1689,  our  exports  were  double  our 
imports,  and  the  number  of  Ihipping  almoft  doubled  in  the 
ten  preceding  years.  At  that  period  the  balance  of  trade  was 
exceedingly  in  favour  of  Ireland,  being  no  lefs  than  224,000/, 
a year.  If  we  confider  the  difficulties  this  country  laboured 
under  in  thofe  days.,  and  the  comparative  value  of  money 

then 
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then  and  now,  this  will  be  found  an  enormous  bal?nce* 
When  Ireland  exhibited  nothing  but  a continued  feene  of 
didiirbance,  difunion,  tumult,  and  frequently  of  civil  wars 
wichin  herfelf,  to  what  are  we  to  attribute  her  advantages  in 
commerce  but  to  her  protecting  duties,  her  geographical  fitua- 
tion,  and  induftry  ? 

When  William  III.  came  to  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
he  laid  feveral  unjuft  and  pernicious  reftriClions  on  the  trade 
of  Ireland,  in  order  to  gratify  England,  which  began  to  grow 
jealous  of  our  profperity;  in  other  refpeCls  he  may  have  fer- 
ved  this  kingdom;  he  may  have  been  wife  and  good  ; but  cer- 
tainly thefe  unjuft  and  deftruClive  reftrictions,  together  with 
other  partiahries,  manifefted  by  him  againft  us  on  all  occaft- 
ons,  are  more  than  a counterpoife  to  every  good  he  has  dons 
this  country. 

The  firft  ftab  given  in  his  reign  to  our  riftng  trade  was  in 
1698,  when  a corrupt  majority  in  this  Houle  laid  a duty  on 
cloths  exported  to  England.  Some  Ipirited  and  'patriotic 
members  ftanding  up  to  oppofe  this  meafurc,  it  was  defended 
on  the  ground  of  being  an  experiment,  and  that  it  would  con- 
tinue only  for  three  years,  but  was  in  the  year  following  made 
perpetual.  Let  us  mark  tl>e  confequences. — I'he  manufac- 
turers, no  longer  able  to  find  fobftftence  at  home,  emigrated, 
where  they  were  received  with  open  arms.  The  French, 
notwithftanding  every  exertion,  had  been  unable  toeftablifh 
the  woollen  manufactures,  until  they  procured  Irifti  wool  to 
mix  with  their  own,  and  Irilhmen  to  w'cave  it.  They  then, 
confcioLis  of  the  advantages  of  proteeVing  their  trade,  laid 
additional  duties  on  the  importation  of  Englifli  cloths.  7'he 
event  foou  confirmed  with  what  propriety  they  adopted  thefe 
protecting  duties;  they  in  a Ihort  time  manufactured  enough 
tor  the  hoime  market,  and  by  railing  from  time  to  time,  the 
protecting  duties,  a:  length  to  a prohibition,  are  enabled  not 

only 
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only  to  rival  Great  Britain,  but  to  underfell  her  in  every  mar- 
ket  in  Europe. 

Before  the  laft  mentioned  reign,  it  was  as  ufual  to  recom- 
mend from  the  throne,  at  the  opening  of  every  feffion,  the 
woollen  manufaiflurc,  to  the  confideration  of  parliament,  as 
of  late  it  has  been  to  recommend  the  linen  manufacture,  or 
any  other  branch  of  trade. — Our  journals,  Sir,  are  full  cf  fuch 
recommendations. 

Another  argument  in  favour  of  this  propofition  can  be 
drawn  from  the  great  benefits  this  country  derived,  from  a 
power  obtained  by  James,  Duke  of  Ormond,  of  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  Scot  ch  manufaiftures.  The  protection  was 
obtained  againft  Scotland  and  not  England,  becaufe  we  were 
not  then  afraid  of  the  latter.  The  utility  of  this  duty  was  fo 
great,  as  to  give  in  our  favour  a balance,  notwiihftanding  the 
pernicious  efFeCts  of  the  plantation  laws,  and  the  other  unfair 
reftriCtions  of  King  William’s  reign,  on  our  trade.  Have  not 
we,  therefore,  a right  to  expeCt  the  fame  falutary  confequen- 
ces  from  the  adoption  of  a like  meafurc  now  ? 

Let  no  man  fay  that  England  is  fo  infenfible  of  her  own 
intereft  as  to  be  averfe  to  this  meafure.  England,  from  un- 
happy experience,  is  convinced  of  the  pernicious  effeCts  of 
her  impolicy.  The  emigration  of  the  Irifh  manufacturers  in 
the  reign  of  King  William,  is  not  the  only  inftance  that  has 
taught  that  nation  the  ruinous  elfcCfs  of  rcftriCtlve  laws.  Our 
own  remembrance  has  furnldied  a fad  intfance  of  the  truth 
of  this  aflertion — furnifhed  it  in  the  American  war.  Ameri- 
ca was  loft  by  Irifti  emigrants. — Thefe  emigrations  are  frefh 
in  the  recollection  of  every  gentleman  in  this  Houfe ; and 
when  the  unhappy  differences  took  place,  I am  affured,  froin 
the  beft  authority,  the  major  part  of  the  American  army  was 
compofed  of  Irifh  j and  that  the  Irifh  language  was  as  com- 
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monly  fpokcn  in  the  American  ranks  as  that  of  England. 

I am  alfo  informed,  it  was  their  valour  determined  the  con* 
teft  ; fo  that  England  not  only  loft  a principal  protefilon  of  ^ 
her  woollen-trade  in  Europe,  but  alfo  had  America  detach- 
ed from  her  by  force  of  Irifti  emigrants, 

Mr.  Gardiner,  after  dwelling  fome  time  on  the  pernicious 
efiecls  of  the  act  of  William  111.  fliewed  by  what  progrefs 
importations  had  arifen,  from  an  average  fumof  14,900^.  to' 
the  enormous  fum  of  836,000/.  in  the  year  1778. 

In  1779,  this  country,  no  longer  able  to  fupport  the  perni- 
cious efibdts  of  the  oppreffions  under  which  fhe  labour’d,  un- 
dertook a great  meafure.  We  fpoke  out  and  demanded  a free 
trade. — It  is  but  juftice  to  gentlemen,  it  is  but  jiiftice  to  the 
nation,  to  obferve  that  they  were  unanimous  and  perfevered. 
EnglandTi^td.  wifely  and  juftly  onthe  occafton,and  reftor’d  us 
our  right.  But  of  what  ufe  will  this  free  trade  be — will  it  be 
any  thing  but  a name,  if  we  do  not  feize  the  advantages  of 
it  by  promoting  it  It  is  impoftible  to  do  fo,  nnlefs  we  have 
an  opportunity  of  fupplying  our  home  coi’^Aimption,  and  ex- 
porting the  redundancy.  It  is  impoftible  to  underfell  other 
nations  in  foreign  markets,  if  underfold  in  our  own.  While 
our  ports  are  open  to  the  exportation  of  raw  materials,  and 
the  importation  of  Britifti  manufaflures,  can  w’e  expecl  to 
reap  any  benefit  from  the  extenfion  of  our  commerce  ? Let 
us  turn  ourthou^its  to  the  article  of  cqtton,  and  we  ftiall  find 
great  quantities'  imported,  -and  not  a fingle  yard  exported. 
The  very  fame  might  be  affirmed  of  many  other  manufac- 
tures. 

England,  fo  early  as  Edward  III.  perceived  the  neceffity 
of  protedting  her  w'oollens,  when  a law  was  enabled  to  pre- 
vent wearing  foreign  manufadtures.'  With  refpefl  to  Ireland, 
however,  fine  was  not  then  conlidered  as  coming  under  the 
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cienonynation  of  foreign.  The  habits  of  intimacy  and  con- 
nexion between  the  two  countries,  prevented  England  from 
excluding  Ireland,  when  fhe  excluded  the  reft  of  the  world. 
Here  are  two  points  proved,  the  adoption  of  prote^ling  duties, 
and  that  we  were  not  conftdcred  a foreign  nation  with  refpedl 
to  England. — But  the  manufactures  of  England  were  then  In 
a progreftive  ftate,  and  it  appears  that  the  home  market  was 
then  the  principal  object  in  imposing  a duty  on  the  importati- 
on of  woollens.  In  the  fame  reign  it  muft  be  admitted,  a 
duty  was  laid  on  bay  yarn,  but  this  was  only  to  raife  a reve- 
nue to  the  crown  by  difpenfations.  England  flourillied,  but 
liourifhed  from  a different  caufe — from  the  protecting  duties, 
which  procured  her  a hpme  market ; fhe  foon  far  outftripped 
other  nations  in  her  manufactures;  but  in  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth, the  reft  of  Europe,  perceiving  the  good  efi’eCts  of  the 
meafure  to  England,  began  to  lay  on  protecting  duties  alfo. 
France  laid  a duty  of  half  a livre  on  cloth  imported  *,  this  was 
fliortly  after  augmented  to  a livre,  and  fo  by  degrees  to  ac- 
tual prohibition.  The  Dutch  followed  the  example. — The 
effect  of  thofe  protections  on  the  manufactures  of  England 
v.’as  quickly  perceptible. 

• \ 

In  the  year  16 16,  the  exports  decreafed  160,000/.  In  fome 
time  after,  the  balance  was  found  to  be  more  confiderablg  a- 
gainft  her;  her  imports  being  above  a million,  and  her  ex- 
ports not  quite  300,000/.  a year.  She  then  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  recur  to  frelh  protecting  duties,  and  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  broad  fiik.  She  alfo  faw  it  neceffary  to  pro- 
hibit the  wear  of  India  goods.  Thefe  protecting  duties  have 
ever  lince  been  accumulating,  and  Ireland  included,  as  well 
as  other  countries.  They  have  been  conftantly,  as  far  as  ref- 
peCted  Ireland,  increafed  during  the  reign  of  George  1.  and 
II.  but  it  muft  be  confeffcjd,  no  luch  thing  has  been  done  in 
the  reign  of  George  IH.  On  the  contrary,  more  has  been 
procured  for  this  country,  during  that  period,  than  ftnee  our 
fir  ft  connexion. 
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Before  the  proteiKon  of  her  manufailures,  the  balance  was 
confiderably  agaiiift'her;  the  French  importations  were  com- 
puted at  an  average  to  amount  to  1,^00,000/,  per  annum*. 
Afterwards^  by  means  of  protefiiing  duties,  inftead  of  impor- 
ting, her  exports  of  woollens  amounted  to  5,000,900  yards. 
Her  home  confumption  to  6^000,000  5 making  together  1 1, 
000,000.  So  that  fhe  arrived  to  fuch  a fummit  of  greatnefs 
as  no  country,  fince  the  fall  of  the  P^oman  empire,  ever  attain- 
ed.  By  means  of  the  wealth  pi'oeured  by  manufadures,  flier 
was  in  the  year  1763,  able  to  impofe  the  law  on  Europe. 

In  the  late  unfiiccefsfut  war,  \ve  have  feen  her  maintain  a 
flruggle  no  country  in  the  world  would  be  able  to  maintain 
but  herfelf.  We  fee  her  now,  after  it,  great,  feared  and 
fefpefled,  and  that  under  the  burden  of  an  enormous  natio^- 
nal  debt,  v^hich  no  other  nation  would  be  able  to  bear. 

Having,  on  real  matter  of  facl,  ihewn  the  progrefs  and  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  manufaftures  of  the  two  countries — Having  fhewn 
how  England  has  rifen,  and  Ireland  declined — Having  fhewn 
that  her  fyftem  of  policy  is  the  caufe  of  her  grandeur,  permit 
me  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  diflerence  of  fituations.  In 
England,  the  loweft  peafant  wears  good  broad-cloth,  feeds 
well,  and  is  lodged  comfortably  : the  face  of  the  country 
prefents  a view  of  good  habitations,  and  communicates  an 
unfpeakable  pleafure  to  every,  man  of  humanity.  I feci  a 
warmth  whenever  I fee  and  contemplate  its  beauty  j but  when 
1 refledf  on  the  mifery  of  my  own  unhappy  country,  that  I 
left  behind' me,  I link  on  the  comparifon.—In  England,  all 
is  joy,  eafe  and  content.  It  may  be  faid,  in  the  feripture- 
phrafe,  of  that  country,  the  hills  and  vallies  ling  with  joy’\ 
—Let  us  now  for  a moment  view  the  wretched  condition  of 
the  miferable  Irilhman. 
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The  IrUhman,  Sir,  feeds  the  cattle  whofe  flefh  he  is  de- 
barred from  tafting.  As  to  clothes,  he  has  fcarcely  any.  As 
for  habitation,  he  has  perhaps,  fbme  miferable  hovel,  whi- 
ther an  Englilhtnan  would  not  venture  to  turn  his  beaft.  Here 
he,  with  an  unhappy  wife,  and  wretched  offspring,  muft  en- 
deavour to  drag  out  exiftence,  half  ftarved,  and  half  familhed 
with  cold.  What  a diftindfion,  alas  1 between  beings  of  the 
fame  Ipecies  1 

When,  Sir,  we  thus  view  the  different  conditions  of  two 
people,  it  is  natural  to  enquire  into  the  cauie  of  this  difference. 

' — Are  Iriflimen  lefs  fitted  by  nature  to  earn  a livelihood  than 
Englilhmen  ? Is  there  any  difference  in  their  frames,  to  pro- 
duce thefe  very  different  effefls  ? Are  their  conftitutions 
worfe,  or  appetites  greater  ? Is  there  any  difadvantage  in  a 
the  nature  of  our  climate,  foil,  or  fituatlon  of  our  country,  to 
prevent  our  profperity  ? — No  ! the  climate  ofj  this  country  is 
delightful — the  foil  as  rich  and  vegetating  in  general  as  any 
in  the  world — and  our  fituation  adapted  for  intercourfe  with 
both  worlds.  Thus,  thofe  who  render  our  people  idle,  are 
the  firft  to  ridicule  them  for  that  idlenefs,  and  to  ridicule  them 
without  caufe.  National  charadleriftics  are  always  unjuft,  as 
there  never  was  a country  that  has  not  produced  both  good 
and  bad.  Though  one  man  may  be  idle,  another  will  be  in- 
duftrious,  and  though  that  man*  may  be  a drunkard,  this 
may  be  fober.  I am  grieved,  Sir,  to  hear  thofe  uncandid  re- 
flexions thrown  on  Irilhmen.  They  are  general  affertions, 
falfe  as  they  are  illiberal. — Irifhmen  have  fhewn  fpirit  and  gc^ 
nius  in  whatever  they  have  undertaken.  They  have  (hewn 
that  they  can  make  great  exertions,  when  they  are  encoura- 
ged *,  the  difference  of  the  cultivation  of  this  qountry,  from 
what  it  was  before  the  laws  for  promoting  agriculture,  will 
evince  the  truth  of  my  affertion.  A great  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country,  previous  to  thofe  laws,  lived  on 
imported  corn,  but  no  fooner  was  encouragement  held  forth 
to  the  plough,  than  the  national  induftry  broke  forth,  and 
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Inftead  of  importing,  a great  quantity  of  corn  was  annuali/ 
exported.  This  will  ever  remain  a'  pofitive  contradiction  to 
the  vague  and  ill-founded  reflexions  on  Iriflimen.  I will 
even  go  farther,  and  call  on  gentlemen  to  fpecify  one  inftance 
where  tUe  people  were  indolent,  where  the  laws  of  their 
country  protected  them  in  their  endeavours.  Let  lis  confider 
v/hat  has  been  done  in  refped:  to  our  linens.  Though  we 
were  cornpelled  to  }deld  an  eftabliflied  manufacture,  and  to 
apply  ourfelves  to  it,  under  the  difadvantage  of  contending 
^vith  a country  that  has  arrived  at  great  perfection,  yet  we 
profpered.  And  why  ? Becaiife  we  were  not  interfered  with. 
If  this  be  not  a proof  of  induftry,-  I know  not  what  may  be 
called  fo.  Whenever  this  country  has  been  encouraged,  it 
dhevved  great  induftry — witnefs  our  linens,  our  broad  fluffs,- 
pur  tabinets,  and  poplins : Hovvgroundlefs,  therefore,  is  the 
charge  of  indolence  ? Even  admitting  the  people  of  this  couia- 
try  were  indolent,  inflead  of  contributing  to  keep  them  in  it,, 
by  continuing  their  oppreflions,  this  Houfe  ought  to  remove' 
jthat  indolence. 

As  every  caufe  but  the  true  one-,  has  been  afligned  for  the 
prefent  diflreffes  of  the  poor,  there  have  not  been  wanting  per- 
fpns  who  have  attributed  it  to  the  low  priceof  whilkey,  and  the 
drunkennefs  of  the  working  manufaClurers  *,  but  thofe  gentTe- 
meii  who  have,-  of  late,  been  fo  fond  of  praiflng  the  induflry 
of  the  North,  ought  to  be  informed,  that  there  is  no  part  of 
Ireland,  in  which  the  people  drink  more  whifkey,  and  yet 
^manufaClures  fuceeed  there  perfectly.  This  I know,  becaufe* 
I have  an  eflate  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom.  I know  they 
think  nothing  of  drinking  a pint  of  whilkey  in  a day,  and 
are  able  to  attend  to  their  bulinefs  after.  Some  of  nay  tenants 
have  informed  me,  they  could  drink  half  a pint  of  whilkey 
with  as  much  eafe  as  any  of  us  could  a glafs  of  wine.  As  for 
me,  no  man  more  dlfapproves  of  the  abominable  cuflom  of 
drinking  Ipirits  ^ but  yer,  I will  be  free  to  fay  the  diflrefs  of 

our 
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•ur  manufaflurers  is  by  no  means  to  be  imputed  to  drunk-4 
^cnnefs. 

As  thefe  are  not  the  caufes  of  the  prefeht  calamities,  it  la 
,natural  to  afk  what  may  be^the  fource  of  them  ? It  may  be  an- 
fwered,  that  want  of  employment  is  that  foiiixe.  Numbers 
of  manufacturers  cannot  get  their  goods  fold. — How  there- 
fore, can  they  give  employment  ? Several  circumftance§  con- 
tribute to  forwarding  the  importation  of  Englifh  goods, 
whereby  our  own  are  injured.  In  England  they  have  large 
capitals  ; they  can  buy  ar:d  iell  much  cheaper  than  our  manu- 
facturers, who  have  in  general  very  fmall  capitals.  The  man 
with  a large  capital  can  afibrd  to  give  long  credit,  v/hich  the 
other  cannot',  and  eight  per  cent,  will  yield  a greater  profit 
to  him  in  trade,  who  has  10,000/.  than  ten  per  cent,  to  him 
who  has  but  looo/.  In  England  they  give  two  years  credit, 
when  we  can  fcarcely  give  fix  months,  which  induces  people 
to  deal  with  them,  as  they  have  a year  and  fix  months  inter- 
eft  on  the  money.  This  enables  them  to  turn  their  capitals 
oftener,  fo  that  if  they  fell,  even  for  lefs  than  others,  the 
.^uick  difpofal  of  their  goods  will  not  fail  to  bring  them  at. 
the  end  of  the  year  a much  greater  profit. 

Something  mu  ft  be  done  to  relieve  the  thcufa^ids  who  now 
are  famifhing  in  your  ftreets.  The  city  of  Dublin,  with  a 
degree  of  humanity  that  will  ever  do  it  honour,  has  hitherto 
luccoured  them  by  voluntary  donations.  But  the  donations 
of  the  city  of  Dublin  will  be  found  inadequate  to  the  miferies 
of  thofe  poor  men. — The  non-importation  agreement  enter- 
ed into  in  1779,  afforded  them  foine  fmall  relief  for^rfiat 
time,  but  ferved  only  to  augment  their  diftrefs  fince,  as  ma- 
gazines of  Englifh  cloths  wxre  then  formed  in  this  country. 

Another  expedient  was,  eftablifhing  manufactories  here, 
i3ut,  Sir,  thefe  havo  ended  generally  in  the  ruin  of  thofe  who 
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have  attempted  it,  for  the  Englilli  riders  immediately  gitc 
notice  to  their  employers,  when  a manufadtory  is  going  to  be 
fet  up  *,  the  confeqiience  is,  the  Britilh  merchant  refolves  to 
lofe  for  a time,  fends  over  an  abundance  of  the  commodity, 
fells  it  cheaper  than  it  can  poflibly  be  wrought  for,  and  total- 
ly overthrows  his  rival.  Sir,  I remember  an  inftance  of  this 
in  England  itfelf  *,  there  was  a houfci  in  Nottingham  carried 
on  a confiderable  trade  in  one  branch  of  bufiriefs ; another 
finding  it  fo  profitable,  determined  to  iinJertake  it  alfo  ; but 
the  owner  of  the  firft  houfe  determined  to  lofe  an  immenfity, 
and  underfell  the  new  one  ; the  latter,  confeqUently,  failed 
in  a fhort  time,  and  the  bufinefs  returned  to  its  ancient  chan- 
nel. This  fhews,  Sir,  that  the  Engllfh  merchant  will  al- 
ways be  an  overmatch  for  any  maniufaflory  we  fet  up,  which 
<ian  any  way  injure  him. , Now^  Sir,  another  expedient  was, 
opening  our  export  trade  ; I never  fhall  arraign  that  mea- 
iure  : It  was  cohdufied  by  a gentleman,  whofe  mernory  I 
{hall  ever  revere,  and  whom  I never  think  of  without  emo- 
t'icns  which  Tcannot  exprefs  ; ’but,  Sir,  an  export  trade  is 
beginning  at  the'wrong  end;  udiefs  "there  is  ari  home  con- 
fumpfioh  it  wiir never  avail.' 

The  home  confumption  is  what  gives  money  and  fpirit  to 
the  undertaker;  without  money  he  cannot  pay  the  men 
whoih  he  employs,  and  that  money  is  only  to  be  had  by 
home'  confumption.  Since  then  the  remedies  that  have  been 
applied  are  i'neflfefluaii  let  us  now  fee  what  may  be  fuccefs- 
ful and  in  this  let  us  copy  the  conducl:  of  England,  of  Trance, 
and  other  commercial  countries ; and  that  is  by  protedbng 
cur  manufactures  at' home.  i 

Then,  Sir,  faflbion,  though  it  may  appear  at  firft  a trivial 
matter,  has  a very  great  efFedt  on  oiir  trade,  and  for  this 
Veafon^ — whatever  is  the  fafhi'on,  the  manufacturer  has  a home 
confumption  for,  and  fells  at  an  enormous  advanced  profit. 
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for  ready  money ; as  foon  as  the  faihlon  alters,  he  has  made 
io  much  by  it,  that  he  can  fend  over  the  redundancy  here, 
and  ieil  it  at  coft,  or  confiderably  under  the  firft  coft, 
.and  ftill  be  a gainer and  therefore,  though  fome  perfons 
here  have  fent  to  England,  and  got  patterns  of  the  fafliiona- 
ble  arhcles,  yet  before  the  patterns  could  be  procured,  the 
.dies  prepared,  and  the  manufadlure  wrought,  the  Engllih 
merchant  would  have  varied  his  fafliion  there,  and  fent  the 
redundancy  over  to  us,  and  underfold  us  fo  as  to  deftroy  our 
•hopes. 

'•Now,  .Sir,  y?hat  have  been  the  remedies  which  we  have 
.endeavoured  to  provide  ? A non-importation  agreement, 
which,  while  it  lafted,  had  fome  effeft,  but  it  was  but  tempo- 
.-rary,  the  benefit  i^ifing  from  it  w’as  but  for  a feafon,  and  I 
fear  it.  has, eftabliflied  a.  permanent  evil;  for.  Sir,  it  was  by 
no  means  general,  and  the  people,  particularly  in  the  North, 
'^v’ho  were  not  fo  much  injured  by  importation,  eftabliflied 
warehoufes,  opened  their  ports,  and  laid  in  fuch  a quantity 
of  Engliih  goods,  as  poured  an  inundation  upon  us,  the  mo- 
ment the  agreement  was  at  ancnd.r—A.few  words,  (continued 
Mr.  Gardlnei*)i  will  be  fufficient  to  prove,  that  this  meafure 
y/ill  not.be  injuriou.s_  to  the  .landed  property  of  this  countryo 
The  ad  vantages  of  the  man  of  landed  efiate,  and  of  the  manu- 
facturer, are  reciprocal ; for  the  profperity  of  the  one  is  the 
fqpport  of  the  other. — Tfie  petition  therefore  prefented  to 
(this  Houfe,  by  an  Honourable  Gentleman,  from  certain 
landholders  pf  his  county,  cannot  with  any  decree  of  pro-^ 
priety  be  urged  againft  this  meafpre.'^ 

This  meafure  however  was  defeated  ; but  the  patriotic 
and  fpirited  refolves  of  the  Guild  of  Merchants,  relative  to 
mon-importation  agreements,  until  protecting  duties  fhould 
be  obtained,  proved  extremely  ufeful  tp  the  ftarving  manu- 
fa^urers  of  the  metropolis.  ^ 
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It  was  at  length  refolved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre-< 
fentedto  his  Majefty,  “ That  his  faithful  Commons  humbly 
beg  leave  to  approach  his  Majefty’s  throne,  with  hearts  of 
gratitude  for  the  many  blehlngs  they  enjoy  under  his  wife 
and  benignant  government,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  exprefs 
to  his  Majefty  the  deep  concern  they  feel  for  thofe  diftrefles 
which  affect  many  of  the  lower  orders  of  manufacturers  in 
this  kingdom.  That  his  faithful  Commons  beg  leave  hum-* 
bly  toreprefent  to  his  Majefl:y,  that  his  Majelly’s  fubjeCls  in 
Ireland  have  always  been  a loyal  people,  and  have,  on  every 
occafion,  manifefted  the  warmed  attachment  to  his  Majef- 
ty *s  royal  perfon  and  family.  That  as  they  are  deeply  im- 
prefTed  with  his  Majefty’s  paternal  care  and  affeClion,  they 
entertain  the  warmed  hopes  that  the  interval  between  the 
clofe  of  the  prefent  feflion  and  the  beginning  of  the  next, 
will  afford  fufficient  opportunity  for  .forming  a wife  and 
well-digefted  plan  for  a liberal  arrangement  of  commercial 
intercourfe  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  be  then 
brought  forward.  That  his  faithful  Commons  humbly  beg 
leave  to  affure  his  Majedy,  that  fuch  a plan  formed  upon  the 
broad  6afis  of  reciprocal  advantagCj  would  be  the  mod  effec- 
tual means  of  ftrengthening  the  empire  at  large,  and  cherifh- 
irrg  the  common  intered:  and  brotherly  aflfeclioii  of  Ijoth 
kingdoms.”  * 

The  following  addrefs  was  alfo  agreed  to  and  prefented 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  viz. 

To  his  Grac^^  Charles  Duke  of  Rutland,  Lord  Lieutenant  Ge» 
neral  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland* 

2' he  hutnbk  Addrefs  of  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgeffes,  in 
Parliament  ajjemhled : 

f ‘ May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

We,  his  Majefty^s  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeCtS,  the 

Commons 

Comm.  Jour.  vol.  oau 
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Commons  of  Ireland,  in  Parliament  aflembled,  fee  with  par- 
ticular  fatisfaclion  the  arrival  of  that  period  which  calls  up-^ 
on  us  to  review  the  various  meafures  of  our  fefllon,  and  to 
teftify  to  your  Grace  thereupon  the  warm  fenfe  of  our  obli- 
gation and  duty. 

i 

‘‘We  have  at  once  to  congratulate  Ourfelves,  and  to  ac- 
knowledge the  goodnefs  of  our  Sovereign,  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a Chief  Governor,  who  by  attention  to  regulate  his 
conduct  by  our  wifhes,  hath  fully  confirmed  the  juf- 
tice  of  that  early  confidence  which  we  zealoufly  pro- 
feiTed  in  the  liberality  of  his  difpofition,  and  the  Ibirit 
of  his  hereditary  virtues  ; a juft  eftimatlori  of  fuch  qualities 
muft  ever  render  him  the  favourite  of  a fpirited  and  gene- 
rous nation. 

“We  are  perfuaded  that  his  Majefty  has  obferved  with 
pleafure  our  attention  to  thofe  objects  which  were  recom- 
mended to  our  deliberation  at  the  opening  of  the  refiion,  and 
has  gracioufly  accepted  the  alTurance  of  fatisfaiftion  which' 
we  have  repeatedly  exprefled  in  the  bkfilngs  of  our  happy 
conftitution. 

“ And  when  we  refle^l  upon  the  meafures  we  have  taken 
to  enfure  a conftant  fupply  of  corn  under  every  poflible  cir- 
cnmftance ; upon  the  prorpe(ft  of  benefit  in  the  management 
of  the  revenue  ; upon  our  attention  to  make  the  additional 
fecurity  of  private  property  a caufe  of  increafe  to  the  national 
credit  ; upon  our  provifion  for  the  improvement  of  the  me- 
tropolis, and  our  encouragement  of  ufeful  eftablidiments, 
and  of  various  branches  cf  trade  and  manufadture,  we  doubt 
not  of  receiving  the  true  reward  of  ouj:  fervices  in  the  appro- 
bation of  our  Sovereign,  and  in  the  gratitude  of  our  fellow- 
fubjcifts.  * ' ^ 
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Wc  reflect  with  true  pride  and, fatisfa£lion  upon  tlit 
folid  advantages  which  have  .been  attained  for  this  country 
within  a very  fhort  period.  We  are  aware  of  the  fituation 
of  the  empire,  and  the  peculiar  circutnfcances  which  have 
prevented  the  adjuftment  of  fome  points  which  concern  our 
trade  and  manufadhires,  and  we  rely  upon  the  readinefs  of 
your  Grace’s  liberal  and  benevolent  afliftance  for  the  further- 
ance of  Juch  praflicable  meafures  as  deliberate  wifdom  and 
generous  policy  may  adapt  to  cur  real  neccffities  and  general 
interefts. 

As  guardians  of  the  rights  and  fafety  of  our  fellow  fub* 
jefls,  as  well  as  aflertors  of  the  national  honour,  we  have  felt 
ourfelves  called  upon  to  exprefs  our  abhorrence  of  tumult 
and  offeditious  publications  ; zealous  to  uphold  the  f rue  fpi- 
rit  of  the  conftitution,  we  have  made  it  the  object  of  our 
unanipious  refolution  to  defend  its  genuine  liberty  againtt 
the  attacks  of  licentioufnef?. 

We  have  not  fuffered  to  efcape  our  grateful  obfervatlon 
the  early  anxiety  which  your  Grace  manifefled  to  remove 
every  apprehenlion  of  party  prejudices  or  partial  changes  in 
the  councils  or  meafures  of  Government.  We  feel  and  ac-» 
knowledge  the  benefits  arifing  from  fuch  a principle  ; we 
have  fludied  to  (hew  a fincere  difpofition  to  confirm  them, 
by  a liberal  imitation  ; and  we  fhall  be  zealous  tp  concur  in 
diffufing  throughout  every  part  of  the  kingdom  the  fuccefs- 
ful  influence  of  fo  happy  an  example.  Convinced  as  we  are 
of  the  importance  to  this  kingdom  of  a iieady  and  per- 
manent adminiftration,  it  is  our  ardent  wifh  that  his  Majefty 
may  long  continue  your  Grace  in  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land.’-*  ^ ■ 

In  1784  the  country  was  again  diftujbed  by  thofe  infur- 
gents  called  white-boys,  who  committed  depredations,  par^ 

ticularl^ 

* Comm.  Journ,  Vol.  xzi. 
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ticularly  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny  ; infomuch  that  the 
clergy  of  the  Romifh  church  confidered  it  neceflary  to  inter- 
fere, and  exert  their  utmoft  influence  over  thefe  deluded 
offenders.  On  this  occafion  the  Rev.  Dr.  Troy^  then  Ro- 
man Catholic  bilhop  of  Offory,  ordered  the  following  exhor- 
tation to  be  publicly  communicated  throughout  that  diocefe, 
and  the  fame  was  accordingly  read  in  the  different  chapels, 
and  afterwards  printed  in  the  public  newfpapers. 

Dear  Chriftians, 

“ At  this  particular  time,  when  the  bleffngs  of  peace, 
and  a plentiful  harveft,  ffiould  warm  the  hearts  of  Chriftians 
with  becoming  gratitude  to  the  Father  of  Mercies,  and  excite 
a fpirit  of  indullry  amongft  all  ranks  of  people,  we  are  much 
concerned  to  obierve  riot  and  diforder  pervading  many  of 
our  communion  in  feverai  parts  of  this  county  and  diocefe. 
Unmindful  of  the  untimely  and  ignominious  death  of  their 
relations  and  acquaintances  formerly  diftinguifhed  by  the 
execrable  appellation  of  Y7hite-Boys,  and  deaf  to  the  dic- 
tates ofreafon  and  religion  conftantly  enforced  by  our  exhor- 
tations from  the  altars,  they  are  endeavouring  to  renew  the 
horrid  fcenes  of  coiifufion  and  bloodfhed  which  difgraced 
this  part  of  the  kingdom  not  many  years  ago.  They  again 
feem  to  glory  in  the  opprobrious  name  of  White-Boys,  and 
have  lately  affembled  at  unfeafonable  hours,  and  in  different 
parties,  founding  their  riotous  horn  They  ha\’'e  prefumed 
to  adminiifer  oaths  of  combination,  and  proceeded  to  bar-ba- 
rous  afls  of  violence  againfl  the  perfons  and  property  of  feve- 
rai individuals.  In  a word,  they  notorioufly  violate  the  moft 
facred  laws,  and  equally  defpife  the  injunclions  of  their  fpi- 
ritual  and  temporal  rulers.  Such  accumulated  enormities 
call  to  Heaven  for  vengeance,  which  will  moft  affuredly  fall 
on  the  deluded  offenders,  if  they  do  not  fpeedily  expiate 
their,  crimes  by  ftncere  and  exemplary  repentance.  As  our 
filencc  upon  this  occafton  might  be  mifunderftood  by  igno- 
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rant,  or  finiftroufly  interpreted  by  malevplent  perfons,  wc 
think  it  highly  incumbeint  on  us  to  declare,  as  we  do  hereby 
folemnly,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  our  holy  mo- 
ther the  Church  : — FIrft,  That  the  afTociation- oaths  ufually 
taken  by  the  mifguided  and  unhappy  wretches  called  White- 
Boys  are  bonds  of  iniquity,  and  conjequently  unlawful, 
v/icked  and  damnable.  They  are  not,  therefore,  binding 
in  any  manner  whatfoevcr.  Secondly,  we  in  like  manner 
declare,  that  we  condemn,  abhor  and  deteft  the  above-men- 
tioned outrages,  as  contrary  to  the  maxims  and  canons  df  our 
holy  religion,  deftruflive  of  the  public  peace,  injurious  to  pri- 
vate prooerty,  and  fubverfive  of  every  law.  Finally,  wc  con- 
demn thefe  deluded  offenders,  who  call  themfelves  Roman 
Catholics,  as  fcandalous  and  rotten  members  of  onr  holy 
church,  from  which  they  have  been  already  cut  off  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  excommunication  folemnly  fulminated  againft  thent 
on  the  17th  Odlober,  1 779,  in  all  the  chapels  of  this  diocefs. 
We  cannot  conclude  without  befeeching  you,  dearefl  Chrif- 
tians,  to  joinus  in  fervent  and  conftant  prayer  for  thefpeedy 
converfion  of  thefe  unthinking  creatures.  Their  condition  is 
truly  deplorable  ; in  this  life  expofed,  by  their  noflurnal  ex- 
curfiohs  and  wanton  depredations,  to  ficknefs,  loathfome  im- 
prifoninent,  and  an  infamous  death ; whilft  in  the  next, 
their  obflinacy  will  be  punifhed  with  endlefs  torture.  May 
our  Gracious  God,  by  his  efficacious  grace,  avert  this  great- 
cll  olf  evils,  and  thereby  prevent  the  bitter  recolledlion  of 
their  having  difregarded  our  timely  and  partoral  admonitions. 
Wefhudder  at  the  very  apprehenfion  of  the  manifold  evils 
which  mu, ft  neceffarily  enfue  to  themfelves,  to  their  families, 
and  to  their  country,  from  a continuation  'pf  their  unwa;-^ 
rantable  proceedings. 

« It  being  equally  our  wifh  and  duty  to  promote  the  hajJ- 
pinefs  of 'mankind  in  general,  and  that  of  our  country  and 
flock  in  particular,  we  fliall  invariably  condu^l  ourfelves  in 
' a man- 
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a maritic!*  becoming  mlnifters  of  the  gofpel  and  members  of 
fociety.  Uninfluenced  by  fear  or  any  worldly  confideration^ 
we  are  determined  to  adopt  fuch  further  means  as  fliall  be 
found  conducive  to  the  above-mentioned^  and  other  great 

objefls  of  our  vocation.  * 

J.  T.  TROY.” 

Kilkenny,  12th  Nov.  1784.^' 

¥ 

This  effort  to  reftrain  thefe  infurgents  from  farther  out- 
rage,  was  much  approved  of  by  the  Government,  as  appears 
by  the  following  letter  from  the  then  Secretary  (Mr.  Orde*) 
to  Dr.  Troy,  which  we  flate  from  the  original  MS.  with 
which  we  were  favoured 

SIR,  Dub.  Cas.  20  Nov.  1784. 

I read  with  great  pleafure  your  forcible  and  well 
timed  exhortation  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  diocefe  of 
Oflbry  upon  the  reappearance  in  the.  County  of  Kilkenny  of 
thofe  execrable  rioters  formerly  called  white-boys.  I thought 
it  a juflice  due  to  you  to  lay  it  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant ; 
and  I have  his  commands  to  alTure  you  of  the  great  fatisfac- 
tion  he  feels  in  the  part  you  have  taken  for  the  prefervation 
of  peace  and  preventing  the  unhappy  confequences  which 
mufl:  follow  from  thofe  wicked  and  deluded  people  perliffing 
in  fuch  outrageous  violation  of  the  law.  I truft  your  endea- 
vours will  have  that  fuccefs  which  they  merit,  and  which 
claim  the  efleem  of  all  good  men. 

, ' I have  the  Honour  to  be. 

Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

THO.  ORDL.” 

On  14  May  1784  the  Parliament  was  prorogued,  the  Lord 

Lieutenant  having  concluded  this  feflion  with  the  following 
fpeech. 

Wly  Lords  and  Gentlemerty 

In  addrefling  you  for  the  firft  time  In  Parliament,  at  the 
clofe.  of  the  feflion,  I embrace  with  pleafure  the  occafion 

which 
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which  is  afforded  me  of  returning  you  my  afFeftionate  ac- 
knowledgment for  the  cordiality  of  my  reception,  and  the 
early  affurances  of  your  confidence.  And  I am  at  the  fame 
time  highly  gratified  in  being  authorized  to  communicate  to 
you  the  fentiments  of  perfedt  fatisfa^Stion  with  which  his 
Majefty  approves  of  your  exertions  for  the  public  welfare. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons y 

I am  happy  in  obeying  his  Majefty’s  commands,  to  thank 
you  for  the  chearfulnefs  with  which  you  have  made  provifion 
for  the  exigencies  and  honor  of  his  government.  Let  me 
alTure  you,  on  my  part,  that  the  readinefs  with  which  you 
have  granted  fupplies  ftimulates  my  utmofl;  attention  and 
care,  that  they  fliall  be  managed  with  oeconomy,  and  applied 
with  prudence. 

« Aly  Lords  and  Gentlemen  y 

You  will  have  much  ratisfa(fl;Ion  in  reflefhng  that  the  vari- 
ous obje^fs  which,  in  confequence  of  the  acknowledged  in- 
dependence of  the  legiflatiire,  were  recommended  for  your 
deliberations,  at  the  opening  of  this  feffion,  have  been  dili- 
gently purfued  and  accomplifhed. 

Yon  have  wifely  given  your  fauiflicn  to  the  extraordinary 
expedients  which  it  has  been  necefiary  to  employ  in  order  to 
preferve  the  kingdom  from  famine  \ and  I feel  great  fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  profpeft  that  they  will  be  prevented  for  the  fu- 
ture, by  the  new  and  judicious  arrangement  of  your  corn 
laws,  and  the  improved  exteniion  of  your  agriculture. 

I fee  with  pleafure  the  exertions  of  an  humane  and  liberal 
principle,  which  has  prompted  you  to  give  encouragement  to 
the  national  Induftry,  by  fivourable  regulations  and  well  di- 
re^ed  bounties.  I have  warmly  at  heart  the  advancement 
of  your  trade,  and  the  fuccefs  of  all  your  manufa^ures,  and 
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I fliatl  not  faii  either  to  conhder,  or  to  reprefent  thqfe  Inftan- 
ces  whereof  the  pecalkr  circumftances  of  the  empire  have 
hitherto  prevented  a full  inveftigation,  and  which  fball  be 
found  to  require  a further  adjuhmcnt. 

The  ufeful  regulations  propofed  to  be  introduced  into  the 
colle^Hon  and  management  of  the  revenue ; the  fecurity  of 
private  property,  and  extenfion  of  national  credit,  by  depo- 
liting  In  the  bank  of  Ireland,  the  money  of  fuitors  in  the 
Courts  of  Chancery  and  Exchequer ; the  plans  for  improving 
the  metropolis,  calculated  not  more  for  ornament  and  fplen- 
dor,  than  for  health  and  convenience;  your  unanimous  de- 
termination to  defend  the  freedom  of  the  conftitution  agalnft 
the  attacks  of  licentioufnefs  ; and  your  attention  to  the  fup- 
port  of  charitable  inftitutions,  are  all  unequivocal  tefthno- 
nles  of  your  wifdom,  humanity  and  juftice. 

1 have  not  failed  to  convey  to  our  Sovereign  the  fatisfac- 
tion  you  have  To  decidedly  exprefled  in  the  bleflingS  of  that 
happy  conftitution  which  you  enjoy  under  his  Majefty’s  au- 
fpicious  government.  Senfible  as  you  are  of  thefe  eminent 
advantages,  it  can  hardly  be  neceffary  for  me  to  defire  that 
you  fliould  be  attentive  to  imprefs  them  on  the  minds  of 
others,  over  whom  your  fuperiority  of  rank  and  information 
muft  and  ought  to  give  you  a juft  and  benevolent  influence. 

I have  a fure  confidence,  that  during  your  refidence  in 
your  refpe^tive  counties,  you  will  feek  to  dirc^ft  and  encou- 
rage the  induftry  of  your  neighbourhood,  in  the  purfuits  beft 
adapted  to  their  fituations,  and  by  which  the  community  at 
large  may  be  moft  effectually  benefited.  You  will  point  out 
to  them  the  real  refources  of  a free  and  fertile  country,  under 
the  blellings  of  peace,  and  the  mdd  protection  of  the  laws  ; 
and  you  willno^fuffer  milapprebenfions  to  perplex,  or  fade 
informations  to  mifguide  them. 
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It  is  my  happinefs  and  pride  to  refledl  that  our  united  at- 
tention has  been,  and  is  diredled  to  the  fame  objecls,  of 
maintaining  and  ^jdvancing  the  rights*  the  dignity,  and  the 
profperity  of  Ireland,  and  the  general  intcrefts  of.  the  em- 
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